
Luther College and the Department of Music
at the University of Regina are preparing to shed
some additional light on the life and works of
Franz Schubert with an international scholarly
symposium and performances this weekend. 

The conference is appropriately titled, “The
Unknown Schubert: New Perspectives, New
Insights.” While his musical contributions are
highly regarded and widely enjoyed, many of his
compositions sti l l  await serious scholarly
attention. This helps explain why the weekend
includes the Canadian premiere of Schubert’s
operatic work Claudine von Villa Bella.

The idea for the event originated with Luther
College faculty member Barbara Reul when she

attended a Schubert conference a year ago.
When one of the presenters spoke about
Schubert’s opera fragment, Reul was hooked.

“I introduced myself to the speaker, Dr.
Lorraine Byrne,” says Reul. “She conducted the
first public performance of the piece in English,
in Dublin in 2003. I’m almost sure it’s never
been done before in North America,” Reul adds,
“but this wil l  be the first  t ime it ’s  been
performed outside or Europe in English.”

Reul returned excitedly from that conference,
knowing that the Department of Music at the U
of R – specifically professor of voice Lynn
Channing and her students – could handle the
work. “I showed Lynn the score, and the rest is

history,” Reul says.
“I’m always looking for something

to workshop,” adds Channing. “We
have limited time to rehearse, and the
Schubert piece is perfect;  a gem.
There’s no role that is so difficult that
a student can’t sing it,” she explains.

Channing, a former member of the
Glyndebourne Opera Company in the
UK, is directing the performance of
Claudine von Villa Bella.  Regina
Symphony Orchestra conductor Victor
Sawa will lead the chamber orchestra.
Channing says the performers have
received wonderful cooperation from
the Department of Theatre, which is
helping out with sets, lighting and
costumes. “For the students involved,
this production is like a practicum for
them,” says Channing. “And, for the
students in the orchestra and chorus,
working on an opera and with a
professional conductor is almost a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”

Lorraine Byrne will be the keynote
speaker for the conference portion of
the weekend, which has attracted
scholars from across Canada and the
United States, as well as England,
France, Hong Kong and South Africa.
She will also deliver a lecture before
the opera performance. Byrne will talk

about the opera fragment in terms of the struggle
by Schubert and the poet Goethe – who wrote
the words – to achieve recognition in the world
of German opera. 

“I’ll also talk about the first performance of
this work in English, a performance given by
students from Northern and Southern Ireland,”
Byrne explains. “It was an educational project;
one which promoted reconciliation in Ireland.”

Other presentations will  take place
throughout Saturday, December 4 and during
the morning of Sunday, December 5. A
“Schubertiade” chamber concert will take place
in the Luther College Chapel on Saturday
evening, reviving the practice of his day
(Schubert lived from 1797 to 1828) of having his
works performed in homes in his native Vienna.
The informal concert will feature Schubert’s

works for voice and piano. For Reul and
Channing the highlight will be a performance by
pianists David McIntyre and Janina Kuzmas of
Schubert’s Fantasy in F minor.

In summing up, Reul notes that staging an
international conference and performances
requires contributions from many people, plus
financial support from the U of R President’s
Research Fund, Humanities Research Fund and
the office of the Dean of Fine Arts.   

Anyone interested in attending one session
of three scholarly presentations is welcome to do
so without registering. Lorraine Byrne’s 
pre-concert lecture begins at 2:15 p.m. on
December 5, and is open to the public. For 
more information call 585-5540 or visit the
conference and performance website at:
www.luthercollege.edu/schubert2004 
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Credit Studies Division offers flexible learning

Update

Symposium to feature the "unknown" Schubert

Kelsey Rezansoff (left) and Kurtis Dulle of the women’s and men’s Cougars hockey teams, show off the newly released
"Cougars blue" clothing now available at the U of R Bookstore and The Bay. Also available is a vintage clothing line that
marks the 60th anniversary of the University's Cougars teams. Sales from all Cougars clothing goes to support varsity
athletics. For more information, call the U of R Bookstore at 585-4755.
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Each semester, hundreds of people gather in
classrooms on the U of R campus for evening
and Saturday classes. Some of these students are
working toward their first certificate or degree,
while others are intent on upgrading their
existing education. Others are students who
can’t fit a particular course into their weekday
timetable. Some are committed to the idea of
lifelong learning, choosing specific courses that
suit their interests, or taking a chance on
learning about a subject they know nothing
about. 

Regardless of their reasons for studying,
these nighttime and weekend students represent
a growing trend. Christine Scott was the
vanguard of that trend when she began working
toward her bachelor of arts degree in 1995,
majoring in psychology, with a minor in
philosophy. She’s been juggling a full-time job
and classes since then.

“My initial goal was to obtain my BA in
psychology, but I’ve shifted to a certificate in
administration,” says Scott. “A lot of employers
are looking for people with administration
certificates or degrees, and those courses seem to
be offered more on evenings and weekends.”

Scott took two administration classes during the
past winter semester (January-April) and added
another evening course over the summer. This
coming winter semester she’s registered for two
weekend classes and another on Tuesday
evenings.

How does she manage it? Scott concedes it is
difficult to spend almost three hours in an
evening class after working all day. Saturday
classes, she adds, are a more relaxed and open-
minded experience, even though that leaves
only one day a week to relax. “But in the end,
there are only positives: getting a degree,
continuously learning more, and keeping myself
motivated for future opportunities,” Scott says.

Kathy Ward wants to get the degree she
wasn’t able to pursue after high school, just for
the personal satisfaction it brings. She’s
registered for English 100 next semester, which
she’ll need to receive a certificate in
administration in the future.

“There are two certificates and a diploma
leading to the degree,” Ward says. “Eventually,
I’ll get that degree,” she says. “For me, the credit
studies program is the perfect opportunity to
reach my goal while I’m working.” 

Comments like those are music to the ears
of Christine Crowe, the head of the Credit
Studies Division in the U of R’s Centre for
Continuing Education. While more and more
courses are being offered, she expects most
Weekend University classes next semester will
be filled. Crowe says that’s because the division
pays close attention to what students tell them,
and works closely with the academic
departments that make the courses available.
The division also monitors demand in the
marketplace. For example, Japanese 100 is being
offered by Weekend University for the first
time.

“Languages are becoming more important,
and Japanese is very popular in the business
community,” Crowe explains. “As Saskatchewan
business becomes more global, the need is there
to at least have the basics of other languages.”

There’s another aspect of this business of
lifelong learning that may signal a developing
trend. Last year, in partnership with Winston
Knoll Collegiate in northwest Regina, the
Credit Studies Division, in partnership with the
Faculty of Arts and the Marketing and Student
Recruitment Office at the U of R offered

Psychology 101 to students at the school. The
experimental offering was a success, with 15 of
the 18 class participants going on to further
studies at the U of R. “Accelerating high school
students so they can get a taste of university-level
courses is a trend we’re seeing across North
America,” Crowe observes. 

The course is being offered again this year,
but the school administration has opened up
registration to students at other high schools in
the area, or any adult who wants to take the
course. The only limit is the size of the
classroom, which can comfortably accommodate
25 students.

“Besides high school students, this course
offering may be of interest to their parents,
working professionals looking to upgrade, or
current university students who live nearby,”
says Crowe. “There may be other courses
offered in the future, which could lead to
exciting educational opportunities in the city’s
northwest.”

For further information about Weekend
University, Summer University and evening
courses, go to:  www.uregina.ca/cce/creditstudies

(left to right) Flannery Supeene, Peter Groom and Adam Cosgrove rehearse a scene from the
opera fragment Claudine von Villa Bella. The performance, its Canadian premiere, is part of this
weekend's symposium dedicated to the life and music of Franz Schubert.
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R Thurs., Dec. 2 - 1:15 p.m.
Chemistry seminar
“Self-Assembly Processes in Liquid Crystals - 
Organized Soft-Matter for Nanopatterning”
Speaker: Torsten Hegmann
Rm. 408, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4186

Thurs., Dec. 2 - 4 p.m.
Book launch
Campion College professors John D. Meehan 
& Lee Ward present their publications. 
Campion College cafeteria, main floor
Info: 359-1244

Fri., Dec. 3 - 3:30 p.m.
Biology seminar
“Green algae as models: photosynthetic 
protein-complex assembly”
Speaker: Kenneth Wilson
Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4186

Fri., Dec. 3 - 3:30 p.m.
Orlene Murad Academic Discussion Series
Readings from their recent poetry.
Speakers: Andy Stubbs & Michael Trussler
Rm. 348, Administration-Humanities Bldg.
Info: 585-4311

Dec. 4-5 
Schubert Symposium and Performances
Chamber concert and symposium addressing
some of the lacunae that exist in Schubert
research.
Various locations at the University of Regina
Registration: www.luthercollege.edu/schubert2004
Info: 585-5540

Dec.6
Last day of lectures

Wed., Dec. 8 - 1:30 p.m.
Computer Science seminar
“Laboratory Instructor Sabbatical Procedure”
Speaker: Pauline Van Havere
Rm. 135.4, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4633

Dec. 25-Jan. 3
University closed

Jan. 6
Winter semester classes begin

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University
of Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca


