
What are the chances that you’ll have
a motor vehicle accident this winter? An
actuary for a car insurance company could
ca lculate  the  odds ,  g iven enough
information such as your age, driving
experience and habits, the kind of vehicle
you drive, and the like. 

What is the likelihood that Regina
wil l  experience a  repeat  of  the 1912
cyclone before the 100th anniversary of
the event?  An actuary  working for  a
property insurance company could soon
find the answer for you.

Actuaries work with numbers, like
their  profess ional  col leagues  in
accounting and auditing, but they’ve
worked away in relative obscurity in the
past. That appears to be changing, as the
demand for  people  who can help
governments and companies analyze and
manage risk continues to grow. 

The Univers i ty  of  Regina began
offering an actuarial science program in
fall 2000. Less than a dozen universities

in Canada offer similar programs. What
makes the U of R program unique is an
option that allows students to work as an
actuarial  intern for 12 or 16 months
between their third and fourth years of
study. Each four-month term is worth one
academic course credit. Students are also
required to prepare a report at the end of
their internship.

A few universities offer four-month co-
op programs, but longer-term programs
that allow students to apply their learning
in a  work set t ing  are  rare .  Linda
O’Halloran, the manager of Cooperative
Educat ion,  knows of  only  one other
similar program in western Canada. 

“Employers  appreciate  the longer
internships,” says Peter Douglas, a faculty
member  in  the  Department  of
Mathematics and Statistics. Douglas, who
is  a  b ig  supporter  of  the  program,
expla ins  that  actuar ia l  work i s  very
technica l  and requires  considerable
training.

“After  four  months ,  an employer
would just about have the co-op student
trained, and then they’d be gone. With an
internship,” he adds, “employers receive
more benefit from their investment in
tra ining.  The longer  internship a l so
means students are working there for at
least one full business cycle, which gives
them a broader and deeper understanding
of the business.”

There  are  current ly  f ive  U of  R
students interning with employers such as
SGI and the Saskatchewan Workers ’
Compensation Board (WCB) in Regina,
AON Consul t ing  in  Saskatoon and
London Life Insurance in London, Ont.
One international student even landed a
placement in her hometown in China.
(The U of R likes to have representatives
perform on-s i te  v i s i t s  of  prospect ive
employers  before  the  internship i s
approved. Fortunately, a U of R geology
professor  was  doing some work at  a
university near students's hometown, and
performed the site visit.)

Student Jillian Yorga says her current
internship at the Saskatchewan Workers’
Compensat ion Board i s  a  great
experience, and that she’s using things
she learned in school she never thought
she’d use.

“Recently, the Saskatchewan WCB
sent me to a conference in Winnipeg, so I
got to see how other companies work and
what might be useful  for the WCB,”
Yorga says.  

O’Halloran is pleased that her office
was able to place all of the students who
opted for internships, since the program
was only established a year ago. While the
first efforts were aimed at Saskatchewan
employers, O’Halloran and her staff are
now spreading the  word about  the
program among employers in major cities
across Western and Central Canada.

To learn more visit the Cooperative
Education website at:
http://www.uregina.ca/coop_ses/
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On Friday, November 12, U of R
English professor and writer Ken
Mitchell will present a lecture on
Canadian cowboy poetry. The lecture
will summarize Mitchell’s research in
preparing a soon-to-be published
anthology of Canadian cowboy poetry.
For Mitchell, a prolific poet,
screenwriter, playwright and scholar, the
anthology will be his 22nd published
book.

“Cowboy poetry is a phenomenon in
Western Canada and the United States,”
Mitchell says. “Singer Ian Tyson figures
largely in the recent revival of interest in
cowboy poetry, as he helped organize the
first gathering in Elko, Nev. 20 years ago.
That gathering,” Mitchell continues, “has
spawned hundreds of others across
Canada and the U.S.”

After taking part in several gatherings,
as cowboy poetry events are called,

Mitchell decided further research was
needed. At the Glenbow Museum
Library and Archives in Calgary he found
volumes of cowboy poetry and song lyrics
that had been published decades ago,
and then forgotten. Mitchell has
included selections he considers the best
in the anthology. 

“The best cowboy poetry is of very
high quality and the book project is a
way of recognizing the cultural heritage
of our region,” Mitchell says. “When
cowboy poetry is done well, these are
poems that are worthy of being in
literature.”

Part of the appeal of cowboy poetry,
Mitchell explains, is that it rhymes and
has metre, or a specific rhythmic pattern.
These qualities bring the poem back to
its spoken roots, like the bards who
recited or sang their stories centuries ago.
It’s written and recited in the working

language of cattlemen, farmers and rural
people. That’s another aspect of cowboy
poetry that appeals to modern-day
listeners, says Mitchell.

“It’s more understandable than the
introspection of contemporary poetry.
It’s storytelling to entertain the listener,”
Mitchell explains, “not to discuss or
present the poet’s own thoughts.”

Cowboy poetry is also fun to read
aloud, Mitchell adds. “I enjoy sharing
these poems with an appreciative
audience,” he says.

Besides presenting cowboy poetry to a
new audience through the lecture and
the book project, Mitchell will also be
doing a presentation during Canadian
Western Agribition. However, he’s most
excited to be performing on November
20 at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum
with 99–year old Bill Gomersall, a
cowboy poet whom Mitchell describes as

a legend in southwestern Saskatchewan.
“Bill was a working cowboy who

raised horses and rodeo stock,” says
Mitchell. “He couldn’t read well, but he
found at an early age that he had a gift
for memorizing and performing these
poems. He performed first at Chataquas
(touring variety shows that flourished
between the First World War and the
Great Depression) and also at rodeos and
fairs,” Mitchell continues. “I want as
many people as possible to hear Bill
Gomersall, because he represents a
connection to an earlier era.” 

Ken Mitchell’s lecture will take place
Friday, November 12 at 3:30 p.m., in
Room 348 in the Administration-
Humanities Building at the University of
Regina. More information about the
November 20 event is available at:
http://www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/todo/
index.html

Mitchell to deliver cowboy poetry lecture
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Students benefit from on-the-job learning
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Thurs., Nov. 11
Remembrance Day
University closed

Fri., Nov. 12 - 3:30 p.m.
Orlene Murad Academic Discussion Series
“Canadian Cowboy Poetry”
Speaker: Ken Mitchell
Rm. 348, Administration-Humanities Bldg.
Info: 585-4311

Sun., Nov. 14 - 3 p.m.
Department of Music Faculty Concert
Faculty demonstrate their artistry performing 
both as soloists and in small ensembles.
University Theatre, Riddell Centre
Info: 585-5543; Tickets: 585-5500

Mon., Nov. 15 - 7 p.m.
Book Launch
“With Skilful Hand: The Story of King David”
Speaker: David Barnard
Schumiatcher Theatre, Riddell Centre
Info: 585-5175

Mon., Nov. 15 - 7 p.m.
Economics seminar
“Labour Market Attachment Needs Of Vulnerable
Groups In Regina”
Speaker: Marion E. Jones
Rm. 251, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4485

Wed., Nov. 17 - Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development &
Research Unit seminar
“Working with English as a Second Language
Students in the School System”
Speaker: Rhonda Nelson
Rm. 341, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 8:45 a.m.
4th Annual Gerontology Institute
A mix of plenary sessions and smaller interactive
workshops delivered by 
experts working in the area of gerontology.
University of Regina
Info: 585-5806

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 3 p.m.
Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy
Scholarship Series
“Partnerships with Aboriginal Researchers: Hidden
Pitfalls and Cultural Pressures”
Speaker: Douglas Durst
Window Room, Gallery Bldg., College Ave. Campus
Info/Register: 585-5869

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 3:30 p.m.
Centre on Aging and Health lecture
“Perceptions, Beliefs and Behaviours of Older
Drivers”
Speaker: Holly Tuokko
Language Institute Auditorium
Info/RSVP: 337-2537

Thurs., Nov. 18 - 7 p.m.
Luther College book club meeting
Coffee-house style discussions of different books
at each meeting.
“Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim” by
David Sedaris
Main floor, Luther College
Info: 337-2463

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University
of Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca

We want to hear from you!

Tell us what you think 
of the 

U of R Update page 

E-mail your comments to 
communications@uregina.ca

Long-time U of R volunteer Charlie Baldock (centre) was
one of the recipients of the University of Regina Alumni
Association’s Distinguished Alumnus awards presented
Nov. 5. Baldock, who received the award in the
humanitarian/community service category, is flanked by
U of R chair of the board of governors Garth Fredrickson
and Lisa King, president of the University of Regina
Alumni Association. Receiving the award in the
business/professional service category was Linda
Rankin, a 30-year veteran of the  broadcasting and
telecommunications industries and one of the founders
of the Women’s Television Network. 
U of R photo by AV Services

sit front and center

For information on the Fine Arts Subscription Series 
call the Fine Arts InfoLine at (306) 585-5510.

U of R Faculty of Fine Arts Presents

Subscription Series 
2 0 0 4 - 2 0 0 5

We are privileged to have an outstanding group of
internationally-known performers as faculty in the
Department of Music. 

This year’s concert features 
Janina Kuzmas (Piano), 
Alan Denike (Bassoon),
Lynn Channing (Soprano), 
Pauline Minevich (Clarinet), 
John Griffiths (Tuba), 
Richard Burdick (Horn), and 
Richard Raum (Euphonium).

November 14,  3 pm

University Theatre, 
Riddell Centre 
Adult $8  Student/Senior $6


