
Update

Visit us at www.uregina.ca

Saskatchewan Instructional Development and
Research Unit seminar

“Possibilities of Integrating Aboriginal Education:
Interpreting Low-Context (Western) and 

High-Context (Holistic) Learning”
Speaker: Norbert Witt

Rm. 215, Education Bldg. Info: 585-5142

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  88  ––  nnoooonn

Chemistry seminar
“Design and Electrochemical Study of

Nanostructured Materials for Green Chemistry
Applications”

Speaker: Aicheng Chen
Rm. 408, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4145

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  99  ––  11::1155  pp..mm..

Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy seminar
“The Theory and Practice of Principled Negotiations”

Facilitators: Silas E. Halyk, Marj Benson, Ian Peach
Must register.
Gallery Bldg., College Avenue Campus Info: 585-5863

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  99  ––  11::1155  pp..mm..

Biology seminar
“Duplication and divergence of coding and non-

coding DNA in guppies and in nematode worms”
Speaker: John Taylor

Rm. 126, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4145

FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1100  ––  33::3300  pp..mm..

Luther College seminar
“‘Whitewashing the Virago’: Electra in Eighteenth

Century Representation”
Speaker: Anatasia Bakogianni

Rm. 211, Luther College Info: 585-5034

FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1100  ––  44::0000  pp..mm..

Food Bank Lunch Series
“It's tricky, tricky, tricky": Identity and Performance

in Hip Hop Culture”
Speaker: Charity Marsh

Food Bank Educational Centre (425 Winnipeg St.) Info: 585-5819

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1155  ––  nnoooonn

Saskatchewan Instructional Development and
Research Unit seminar

“Professional Development for Educational
Administrators: Perspectives From Rural Guyana”

Speaker: Rosetta Khalideen
Rm. 215, Education Bldg. Info: 585-5142

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1155  ––  nnoooonn

Political Science lecture
“Orientalism and Islamic Philosophy”

Speaker: Muhammad Ali Khalidi
Rm. 345, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4206

FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1100  ––  33::3300  pp..mm..

uhammad Ali Khalidi is associate professor of
philosophy at the American University in Beirut,
Lebanon. In his lecture, Khalidi will discuss the
ongoing debate over the work of Edward Said on

Orientalism. Said was born in Jerusalem under the British
Mandate, and grew up there and in Cairo. A literary theorist and
critic, Said described and perceived Orientalism as a collection of
false assumptions underlying Western attitudes toward the East. 

“I will argue that Said's work has a direct explanatory role to
play in our understanding of contemporary scholarship about
Arab-Islamic philosophy,” Khalidi states. “It continues to play this
role not only in the West, but also within the Arab world itself.”

Khalidi will describe some traditional varieties of Orientalism,
which originates in the work of 19th century scholars who
translated the writings of “the Orient” into English, primarily for
motives of colonial domination. The Orient was seen as weak,
eccentric, backward and passive; something to be studied by
superior Western scholars. “I will then identify what I call
'Oriental Orientalism', which originates in the Arab world itself. In
conclusion, I will speculate as to why Orientalism persists in
scholarship about the Islamic world.”  

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University of
Regina, visit our website at www.uregina.ca

Update photos by A/V Services

Mentorships link students with practising
professionals

M
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aphael Idem is an associate professor of
industrial systems engineering at the U of R.

He specializes in teaching and researching in the
area of process systems engineering, particularly
chemical manufacturing processes, including
upgrading crude oil to produce clean energy
products that are less harmful to the environment
than traditional fossil fuel consumption.

“The hydrocarbons
that we use as fuel
come with concerns
because of the
sulphur and nitrogen
they contain, and
because burning them
creates greenhouse
gases,” Idem explains.
“I'm interested in
ways we can remove
the pollutants at the
source, and use the
hydrogen that remains
as energy in fuel cells.
Similarly, when we use

biomass to create ethanol, a lot of energy is used
in the distilling and drying processes. Reforming
the crude ethanol into hydrogen avoids wasting
this energy, but allows you to use the hydrogen in
a fuel cell,” he adds. “I'm also interested in the
work of the International Test Centre, where
carbon dioxide is captured and then injected into
underground oil formations.This is important in
mitigating greenhouse gas emissions.”
Idem took his bachelor and master's degrees in

chemical engineering in Nigeria, and then
completed his doctorate at the University of
Saskatchewan. He worked for Nova Chemicals in
Calgary before coming to the U of R seven years
ago.While he specializes in process systems
engineering, he likes the holistic approach to
teaching and researching within the five
departments that make up the Faculty of
Engineering.
“There are no clear boundaries among the

various departments.There is so much integration
that draws together the strengths of all five areas,”
Idem says. “That is one of the things that
motivated me to come to Regina.”
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U of R Supply Management Services held its 7th Annual Consumer Show on Mar. 2. More than 30 local suppliers
were there to display new products and discuss the services they offer to the University.The University of Regina
generates more than $150 million of economic activity in the local economy annually.

Social Work Week in
Saskatchewan (Mar. 4-10) is an
opportune time to focus on a
recently launched program that
brings U of R social work students
together with local professionals
working in the field. The
mentorship program pairs up
registered social workers who
belong to the Saskatchewan
Association of Social Workers
(SASW), with students who want to
know more about what it's like to
practise in a specific area of social
work. The program is a partnership
between the U of R Faculty of Social
Work and the Regina branch of the
SASW, and is modeled after a
similar program in Saskatoon. The
idea came to fruition when Regina
social workers met with the
students at a luncheon launching
the program last fall.

“It was a huge hit,” says Dianne
Allen, spokesperson for the local
branch of the social workers
association. “You would expect the
students to be most excited, but I
think the professionals were even
more excited. Right now, we have
more professionals than students
signed up for the mentorship
program, which has really
revitalized the local branch.”

Melanie Zimmer is a fourth-year
social work student and a member
of the executive of the Social Work
Students’ Society. She applied for a
mentorship with a professional in
the child and youth services field,
which is where she hopes to
complete her practicum. Zimmer is
paired in a one-year mentorship
with Kyla Habicht, a clinical social

worker and registered social worker
with Child and Youth Mental
Health Services, part of the Regina
Qu'Appelle Health Region. They
met in January and keep in touch
primarily through email.

“Kyla answered a lot of my
questions,” says Zimmer. “’How do
I begin looking for a job when there
are people with more experience?
How do I deal with clients who
have issues because I'm new?’ She
told me how she got into social
work and about her experience
dealing with the concerns I raised.”

Habicht notes that many of the
questions Zimmer asked were the
same ones she had when she
entered the profession eight years
ago. That was one of the factors that
motivated her to offer to be a
mentor. “As a beginning social
worker, it would have been helpful
to have someone to share ideas with
and ask questions. A few years ago,
I supervised a student practicum
and enjoyed it. I feel positive about
my work, and I want to share it
with others,” Habicht states. 

Myrna Pitzel is the education co-
ordinator for the Faculty of Social
Work, and she worked with Allen
to get the program running in
Regina. So far, there are 15 students
matched with mentors.

“We hope to have more events like
the luncheon, to encourage more
networking among SASW members
and students, and to give the
mentorship program a further
boost” Pitzel says. “Prince Albert
and Yorkton are looking at it, and
my hope is to establish the program
across the province.”

Thanks to an innovative new
program, students like Melanie
Zimmer (left) are getting insights into
social work from professionals in the
field. Kyla Habicht (right) is a social
worker with Child and Youth Mental
Health Services, who is providing
invaluable advice and mentorship
that will help Zimmer in her future
career.


