
“Because of scholarships, I was able to focus completely
on studying, without worrying about a part-time job,” says
fourth-year fine arts student Dakota McFadzean. “It’s also
very encouraging to get some kind of tangible award for
doing well. When someone tells you they will help pay for
your educat ion,  i t  makes i t  a  lot  eas ier  to become
enthusiastic about school everyday.”

At a recent University donor appreciation event,
McFadzean spoke with donors about how scholarships
helped him get his education: “I stressed that scholarship
money makes such a difference for students like myself
who want to go to university,  but would have great
difficulty without the help of financial awards.”

McFadzean was joined by Joey Mok, a fourth-year
engineer ing student who told the donors  that
“scholarships have significantly made a positive impact in
my l i fe and for other students,  I  am sure.  Without
scholarships, I probably would have to struggle with
working and going to school at the same time, or graduate
with a huge debt and have to sacrif ice my desire to
volunteer,” Mok adds.

In addition to completing his own studies, Mok tutors
other students in mathematics and statistics. He also helps
high school students become acquainted with the U of R
through his work as a volunteer ambassador for the
University. Mok says he’s able to do all of these things by
organiz ing his  t ask s  wisely.  “By having good t ime
management and organizational skills, strong work ethic
and desire, I’ve been able to accomplish many things,” he
states.

Student support is one of the five priority areas of the
University of Regina’s Building Dreams and Futures
campaign. Since 1991, the U of R’s scholarship and
bursary funding has risen from $1.68 million to $5.7
million in 2003, helping McFadzean, Mok, and others with
their education. Building Dreams and Futures will provide
U of R students with more educational opportunities

through scholarships, bursaries, and other support. In
turn, this will help the University attract and retain the
best and brightest students in all fields of study.

McFadzean – an accomplished cartoonist whose work
appears in The Leader-Post each Thursday – says the five
scholarships he has received from the U of R, plus some
others from outside sources, have not only relieved
financial stress, but have encouraged him to tackle projects
he otherwise might not have done because they required
expensive art materials.

Mok adds, “As I graduate from the University of
Regina, I will have acquired the skills and knowledge to
begin the next chapter of my
life with confidence. In the
future, I also hope to be able
to contribute back to the U
of R and make a difference
for others.”

Dakota McFadzean’s
bachelor of  f ine ar ts
exhibition began today at the
MacKenzie Art Galler y.  It
runs until March 27.

Joey Mok is a member of
a team of  four students
prepar ing an engineer ing
project  cal led “Voice
Controlled Vehicle Robot.”
These and other projects will
be on display dur ing

Engineering Project Day, April 9. More information on
Engineering Project Day will be provided in a future
University of Regina Update feature.

More information about Building Dreams and Futures
can be found at www.uregina.ca/campaign.  
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U of R donor continues legacy of giving

Update

Scholarships making big difference to students

There are few in the Regina community who
do not know the name Jacqui Shumiatcher. She
and her late husband Morris have not only been
strong supporters of many organizations in the
city, they have also created significant
opportunities for University of Regina students.
The largest donation the Shumiatchers have
made to the University was in support of the Shu-
Box Theatre, a key Faculty of Fine Arts facility in
the Dr. William Riddell Centre, which opened in
1997. 

The theatre, music, readings, and lectures
held at the University still draw Shumiatcher to
campus: “To see the young people perform, and
to see the work that results from their projects,
that more than pays back the investment,” says
Shumiatcher. “I feel very attached to the students
and the University, and it’s been exciting to watch
its development in the past few years. It’s also
satisfying to see the creation of the First Nations
University of Canada, which was the dream of Dr.
Eber Hampton for so many years. We’re so lucky
to have the Centre for Kinesiology, Health and
Sport,” she adds, “which was another dream that
came to be. The important thing is to understand
that a donation of any size helps the University
realize its goals.”

One of the priority areas of the University of
Regina’s Building Dreams and Futures campaign
is simply labeled “student support.” The
University is building up its scholarship and
bursary funding to attract and retain bright and
promising young scholars pursuing
undergraduate and graduate studies. The
competition for graduate students is particularly
intense because of the critical role they play
within university communities. Grad students
advance research into new areas, help stimulate
thinking among faculty members, and play a
critical role in teaching students. 

With the help of generous donors,
scholarship and bursary funding at the U of R
rose from $1.68 million in 1991 to $5.7 million in
2003. Building Dreams and Futures has set a goal
of raising $7.5 million to help build the
University’s endowment fund to support students
in all fields of study. The campaign will focus on
securing scholarships and bursaries to increase
opportunities for three student groups –
international, aboriginal, and graduate students –
that play a crucial role in the U of R’s strategic
direction.

Shumiatcher, who holds an honorary doctor
of laws degree from the U of R, recently made a

donation to the University to create a scholarship
in memory of her husband. The scholarship will
help support a graduate student in English. 

“My husband loved the English language,”
Shumiatcher explains. “If it had not been for
discouragement from one professor, Morris
would have pursued studies in English and
become an English professor. Instead, he studied
law. He would often mentor young people who
called him or visited to ask his advice. He would
tell them to learn the English language because it
was one tool they would use no matter what field
they went into. He also believed that one good
teacher could set you off in a positive direction for
your life.”

Shumiatcher also supports using your estate
plans to give to charities. However, she believes
strongly that giving can take place at any time in
your life. By giving to causes throughout your
lifetime, you are able to see firsthand the
difference your donation makes in the
community, she says. “I wish more people would
do it. A small monthly donation to support a
scholarship or bursary can make a difference,
whereas that money can easily just disappear if it’s
not set aside from your household budget,”
Shumiatcher says.

For more information on Building Dreams
and Futures, visit: www.uregina.ca/campaign.

Patron of the University of Regina Jacqui
Shumiatcher
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Thurs., Mar. 17 – 7 p.m.
Centre on Aging and Health Public Forum
Brain Awareness Week
“Learning Disabilities: Reading & the Brain”
Speaker: Hiroko Sotozaki
Rm. 185, Centre for Kinesiology, Health and Sport
Info/RSVP: 337-2537

Thurs., Mar. 17 – 7 p.m.
Luther College book club meeting
Coffee-house style discussions of different books
at each meeting.
Residual Desire by J. Jill Robinson
Main floor, Luther College
Info: 337-2463

Wed., Mar. 23 – 7:30 p.m.
2005 Stapleford Lecture
“Stories of the Road Allowance People”
Speaker: Maria Campbell
Campion College Auditorium
Info: 585-4226

Thurs., Mar. 24 – 7:30 p.m.
Coffee House Controversies series
“Kyoto-Will It Make Any Difference?”
Speaker: Monika Çule
Chapters
Info: 585-4226

Fri., Mar. 25
Good Friday
University Closed

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University
of Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca
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Fourteen students from the University of Regina will attend the
International Model United Nations Conference at the UN General
Assembly Hall in New York City, March 21-26. The U of R delegates will
team up with students from the University of Manitoba to represent
India at the five-day conference which will see more than 3,300
students from 30 different countries participate. The U of R’s club is
under the direction of political science faculty member Shreesh Juyal.
Members of the club attending the conference include: (front row, left
to right) David Froh, Shreesh Juyal, Andrea Wilson, (middle row, left to
right) Jose Condor, Christa Ross, Nathan VanBesalaere, Athanasia
Flourlas, Janie Andrews, Carly Campbell, (back row, left to right) Ryan
Cooper, Kashif Ahmed, Mike Pyle, Scott Benson. Missing from picture:
Jennifer Soloway. 
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University of Regina 
Students’ Union Inc. 

Annual General 
Meeting 
March 30th, 05  
@ 1.00 pm 

In Multi Purpose Room, 
Riddell Centre. 

For motions, visit:
ursu.uregina.ca

The Faculty of Arts Presents

Dr Maria Campbell 
Novelist, Playwright and Professor 

University of Saskatchewan 

Storiess off thee 
Roadd Allowancee Peoplee 

Wednesday 23 March 2005 
7:30 pm 

Campion College Auditorium (University Main Campus)
Free parking in Lot 3 (use designated “M” areas) 

No admission charge • Reception to follow

For more information, call 585.4226 or visit 
www.uregina.ca/arts/stapleford/index.htm 
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it front and center
r information on the Fine Arts Subscription Series
l the Fine Arts InfoLine at (306) 585-5510.

of R Faculty of Fine Arts Presents

ubscription Series
0 0 4 - 2 0 0 5

30

New Music Ensemble
Alain Perron, renowned Canadian composer,
brings innovation and energy to the stage. We
are excited to introduce his New Music
Ensemble, featuring Fine Arts faculty, stu-
dents and our community friends....more than
25 musicians in total. This is sure to be a
sonic journey unlike any other!

March 20th 8 pm
Shumiatcher Theatre,
Riddell Centre

$8 Adult/$6 Student/Senior
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