
Now entering its 25th year, SUNTEP

(Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher

Education Program) at the University of

Regina continues to develop teachers with

specialized skills. Since its inception in 1980

SUNTEP has been preparing prospective

teachers of aboriginal ancestry to work in

classrooms across Saskatchewan. The program

in Regina is administered by the Gabriel

Dumont Institute, the educational arm of the

Métis Nation – Saskatchewan, in affiliation

with the U of R.

“SUNTEP was established with a very

specific mandate, as an affirmative action

program,” says Joanne Pelletier, who

coordinates the program at the U of R. “It was

set up to fill a need identified by the

community; the need to ensure that Métis

educators are adequately represented in

teaching positions, and can be identified as

positive role models. It was also designed to

train teachers who are especially sensitive to

the educational needs of aboriginal students.”

Saskatchewan Learning provides funding

for 60 SUNTEP students in the four-year

program at the University of Regina. The

department also funds 60 SUNTEP students

each in Saskatoon and Prince Albert, for a

total of 180 province-wide. SUNTEP students

are sponsored for their tuition, but are

responsible for their textbooks and living

expenses.

“We try to take in about 20 students each

year,” says Pelletier, who was a member of the

second intake of SUNTEP students. “Many of

them are mature students returning to school,

and many are single parents. We graduate

about 10 new teachers each year in Regina,”

Pelletier explains, “because not everyone is

meant to be a teacher. Others drop out for

other reasons such as readiness, financial or

family commitments.”

Students who graduate receive a bachelor

of education degree in elementary education

from the U of R. Within the requirements set

out by Saskatchewan Learning and the

University’s Faculty of Education, SUNTEP

students take a minimum of four Indian

studies courses and two cross-cultural

education courses to meet their specialization.

The program also includes an English

reading/language arts specialization that

includes an aboriginal language class and

teaching English as a second language. 

“The program provides a solid foundation

in the theories and skills of teaching,” Pelletier

says. “It also prepares them to be sensitive to

the needs of all students, particularly those of

Métis or First Nations ancestry.”

One of the benefits of SUNTEP is that it

provides students and faculty with an

educational environment where they will

develop the tools necessary to explore their

identity and expand their cultural knowledge,

Pelletier adds. Class sizes tend to be smaller

than average, allowing more support for

students, many of who have been away from

the classroom for a while. SUNTEP students

take most of their classes together, enabling

them to strengthen and enhance their cultural

identity. 

“Many students, as part of their projects,

do genealogical research into their personal

and family history. The ideal is that they will

become teachers with a healthy respect for

their own identity, and that they will be

confident in presenting that information to

their students,” says Pelletier.

In the early days of the program, she adds,

urban school divisions hired many Regina

SUNTEP graduates. However, in recent years

that has begun to change. “As reserves have

established their own schools, we’re seeing

more grads teaching in band systems now. We

also find that they’re teaching all over Western

Canada and in the Northwest Territories. We

have grads teaching in places like Japan, Korea

and England,” Pelletier observes, “which may

speak to their ability to apply what they

learned about working in a cross-cultural

situation.”

Applications for SUNTEP are accepted

until May 1 each year. Prospective applicants

can contact the SUNTEP office at 347-4110

for more information.

Lecture to examine impacts of climate warming

Update

Preparing First Nations teachers for the classroom

What will climate warming mean for Prairie

people? How will a warmer climate affect water

supplies, and water quality, across the Prairies?

What might happen when the next prolonged

drought hits our part of the world? These are

some of the questions that will be addressed

during the Woodrow Lloyd Lecture, being held

next Tuesday, January 18, at the University of

Regina. 

This year’s lecture will be delivered by

David Schindler, Killam professor of ecology at

the University of Alberta. Schindler has

received several awards for his research work

and for his ability to relate his studies in the

physical sciences to the social sciences, public

policy and environmental decision-making. The

title of his lecture is: Effects of Climate

Warming on Water Supplies of the Western

Prairies.

“Climate warming will affect our water

supplies,” says Schindler, “by increasing

evaporation, causing less winter snowpack to

accumulate and depleting the glaciers which are

important to midsummer water supplies on the

Prairies. Severe effects will probably occur first

when these three effects coincide with a

prolonged drought, which U of R scientists

David Sauchyn and Peter Leavitt have shown

occurred in all recent centuries except the 20th.

In Alberta, increasing human population and

industry will put further demands on

freshwater supplies. I will show that in addition

to water shortages,” Schindler continues, “the

depleted water supplies will exacerbate water

quality problems.”

Associate dean of the Faculty of Arts,

Thomas Chase, says the faculty is delighted to

co-sponsor the Woodrow Lloyd Lecture. The

Faculty of Arts, as part of the core of the U of

R, Chase says, seeks to enact Lloyd’s vision that

a university “ought to be at the cutting edge,

not merely observing from a safe distance.”

Chase adds, “By drawing our attention to

ecosystems that are partly natural and partly the

result of human activities, Dr. Schindler’s work

questions received wisdom and resists easy

acceptance of the status quo, and warns us that

the path we are on is not a sustainable one.”  

During his short stay in Regina Schindler

will meet with U of R researchers and

administrators, and with representatives from

government and industry. He will also

participate in a panel discussing a wide range of

climate change impacts, held in the Rotunda

building at 10 Research Drive, January 18 from

2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

This prestigious lecture series takes its name

from Saskatchewan’s first homegrown Premier,

Woodrow Lloyd, who led the provincial

government from 1961 to 1964. Lloyd is

remembered by many people for his work in

education, including 16 years as Saskatchewan’s

Minister of Education. Fittingly, Premier Lloyd

laid the cornerstone for the first building on

the University of Regina campus in 1963.

The inaugural Woodrow Lloyd Lecture

took place in 1982, with T.C. Douglas and Dr.

William Riddell – who oversaw the early

development of the U of R – as speakers. Ten

Woodrow Lloyd lectures have been held since

then.

“It’s an occasional, not an annual series,”

explains David Gauthier, executive director of

the U of R’s Canadian Plains Research Center

(CPRC). The CPRC co-sponsors the Woodrow

Lloyd lecture with the Faculty of Arts, in

partnership this year with PARC, the Prairie

Adaptation Research Collaborative. 

“Over the years the lecture series has

focused on various important topics such as

education, federal-provincial funding for post-

secondary education, national unity,

sovereignty-association, health policy and

environmental issues,” Gauthier says. “We

think it’s timely to bring in an internationally

recognized scientist to talk about climate

change on the Prairies, with a particular focus

on water.”

The 2005 Woodrow Lloyd Lecture will take

place at 7 p.m., Tuesday, January 18, in the

Education Auditorium at the U of R. There

will be free parking in lots 14 and 17M.

2005 Woodrow Lloyd lecturer David Schindler, Killam professor of ecology at
the University of Alberta.
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R Thurs., Jan. 13 – 7:30 p.m.
Coffee House Controversies series
“Colonized by Canada: First Nations’ Non-
Voting & Symbolic Protest”
Speaker: Brock Pitawanakwat
Chapters
Info: 585-4226

Fri., Jan. 14 – Noon
Art for Lunch lecture series
“Going to the Dogs or How I Spent My
Sabbatical”
Speaker: Jack Cowin
Rm. 050, Riddell Centre
Info: 585-5554

Fri., Jan. 14 – 3 p.m.
Fine Arts lecture
“Performing Germany in Wagner’s Die
Meistersinger von Nürnberg”
Speaker: Stephen McClatchie
Rm. 050, Riddell Centre
Info: 585-5529

Tues., Jan. 18 – 7 p.m.
2005 Woodrow Lloyd Lecture
“Effects of Climate Warming on Water Supplies
of the Western Prairies”
Speaker: David Schindler
Education Auditorium
Info: 585-4758

Wed., Jan. 19 – Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development &
Research Unit seminar
“CSSE New Faculty Writers’ Retreat”
Speaker: Scott Thompson
Rm. 215, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

Wed., Jan. 26 – Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development &
Research Unit seminar
“Courts, Boards, Ministers & French Schools:
Challenges Facing Francophones & the
Education Communities in Canada”
Speaker: Pierre Foucher
Rm. 215, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

Thurs., Jan. 27 – 7:30 p.m.
Coffee House Controversies series
“Angels and Reason”
Speaker: George Marshall
Chapters
Info: 585-4226

Jan. 28-Feb. 5 – Noon and Evening
performances
5th Annual Student InFringement Festival
Nine days of one-act plays written, directed
and acted by students.
Shumiatcher Open Stage, Riddell Centre
Tickets/Info: 585-5500

For a complete Calendar of Events at the
University of Regina visit our Web site at
www.uregina.ca

Bloc Québécois leader Gilles Duceppe was on campus Tuesday, January 11 for a public lecture at the
University’s Education Auditorium. Duceppe presented “Living in Interesting Times: The Political Dynamics
of a Minority Government in Ottawa.” The lecture was presented by the Saskatchewan Institute of Public
Policy and the Institut français.
U of R photo by A/V Services


