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elephine Gall would pitch in to help organize
another Canada Summer Games “in a heartbeat.”
Even though it was a lot of extra work, her eyes
sparkle as she describes helping to recruit 600

Aboriginal volunteers to help
with the Games, and arranging
awareness training for other
volunteers. Gall’s major project
was the Tipi Village located in
front of the First Nations
University of Canada during the
Games.“I realize I’m likely in
the minority for wanting to do
it again so soon,” says Gall,“but
it was a wonderful experience.”

Gall is the Aboriginal and
diversity consultant in the
University’s Human Resources
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department, where she assists in developing a representative
workforce at the U of R.As the mother of four children, she
wants to see more employment opportunities for Aboriginal
people. Helping to make it happen became her calling while she
earned a business administration diploma from the
Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technology.“I did my
practicum with the City of Regina, and there I learned about
employment equity,” she says.“Until then, I wasn’t sure what I
wanted to do, but this was something I believed in.”

Gall’s most recent project is the introduction of “Discovering
Knowledge: Sharing a Path”, an awareness training program
being offered to all U of R employees beginning this month.
The program is a half-day overview of the history of the Indian
Act and treaties and their implications for Aboriginal people
today. It also covers equity initiatives in the workplace.

“It gives people a foundation to work with,” Gall says.“The
University has already done good things in developing a
representative workforce, and this program will help keep the
momentum going.” 

Nexen Fellowship paves the way to
exciting research

Talk about doing research in the field.This summer, PhD
candidate Graeme Drysdale spent 16-hour days camped
beside Highway 11, listening to vehicles going by. Drysdale and
his research colleagues used microphones to monitor the
sound levels on different sections of the pavement. Specifically,
they were comparing sound levels of vehicles on standard
pavement with a section of the highway south of Chamberlain
that the highways department paved with ARC, a mix of
asphalt, recycled rubber tires and concrete.

“When we were camped beside the ARC section, we could
talk at normal levels,” says Drysdale.“We noticed when we
moved to a standard section that we had to raise our voices
to be heard. Our instruments showed a four to five decibel
decrease beside the ARC section, which is significant.”

Drysdale took a roundabout route to end up listening to
traffic noise. He focused on studying acoustics while
completing his master’s degree in electronics engineering.
After beginning his PhD program at the U of R, he took a year
off to work in industry, but was looking for a way to return to
his studies when professor Liming Dai told him about the
Nexen Graduate Fellowships in Sustainable Communities.
Through the U of R’s Building Dreams and Futures campaign,
Nexen provides two $25,000 fellowships each year to
graduate students pursuing research projects in an
environment or energy field of study. Drysdale was ecstatic
when his proposal to study noise reduction was accepted.

“I thought, ‘Wow, this is perfect,’” Drysdale says.“The
fellowship took me one step further in my research, without
the hassle of having to work on the side. It’s great to be able
to focus on the work and complete my PhD as soon as
possible.”

He is now preparing to study traffic noise reduction in urban
areas like Regina. Urban environments typically include road
surface noise combined with reflected sound from buildings
and other structures. Drysdale also plans to probe why the
ARC surface is quieter than standard asphalt. “We believe it’s
the different-sized air pockets in the ARC surface, which are
not in regular pavement. It will take more analysis and
mathematical modeling to discover why that is.” The next step,

he adds, will be to reach an agreement to pave a section of
road somewhere in Regina, and continue the research in an
urban setting.

Barb Pollock, the University’s vice-president of external
relations, says Drysdale’s work demonstrates how research
can deliver direct benefits to the community.The Nexen
Fellowships, she adds, attract scholars of exceptional ability
and energy who want to explore challenging issues.“How we
go about developing sustainable communities will engage our
students for years to come, and we welcome Nexen’s
investment to the Building Dreams and Futures campaign,”
she says.

Every two weeks, the U of R Update will bring you news on events,
programs, people and research at the University of Regina.
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“Applying Vector Quantization to the Hough Transform”
Speaker:Yang He

Rm. 420, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4633

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  2299  ––  11  pp..mm..
DDrr..  PPaauull  SScchhwwaannnn  CCeennttrree  pprreesseennttaattiioonn

Topics covered will include: emerging risks in heart disease, the role
of medications in cardiac rehabilitation, what you need to know

about stents
Speaker: David Hilton

Main Gym, Centre for Kinesiology, Health and Sport
Info: 585-4004

JJuussttiiccee  SSttuuddiieess  lleeccttuurree
A talk on energy: what society can do about a sustainable future

Speaker: Richard Heinberg 
Education Auditorium Info: 585-4779

HHuummaanniittiieess  RReesseeaarrcchh  IInnssttiittuuttee  VViissiittiinngg  RReesseeaarrcchh  FFeellllooww  lleeccttuurree
“Remembering the Regina Manifesto” (An illustrated lecture)

Speaker: Lynn Gidluck
Rm. 114, Education Bldg. Info: 585-4226

FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  BBuussiinneessss  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprreesseennttaattiioonn
“Whistle (blowing) while you work - not a happy tune”

Speaker: Hilary Horan
Rm. 616, Education Bldg. Info: 585-4715

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieennccee  sseemmiinnaarr
“Visualization of High Dimensional Functions”

Speaker: He Tian
Rm. 420, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4633

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22  ––  77::3300  pp..mm..
MMuussiiccaa  SSaaccrraa  ((CCaammppiioonn  CCoolllleeggee))

Music and theatre for Advent
Campion College chapel Info: 359-1244

MMoonnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  44
LLaasstt  ddaayy  ooff  ffaallll  lleeccttuurreess..

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieennccee  sseemmiinnaarr
“Intelligent Agents for Spam Filtering”

Speaker: Mawuena Glymin
Rm. 632, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4633

The University community held a Celebration of Internationalization on Wed., Nov. 22 in the Education
Auditorium. Entertainment included an African drumming performance by Luther College visual arts
student Joseph Otitoju (left) and Campion College arts student Tim Otitoju (Right).

Graeme Drysdale, PhD candidate and recipient of
the Nexen Graduate Fellowship in Sustainable
Communities, compares sound levels of vehicles on
standard pavement with a section of highway
paved with ARC, a mix of asphalt, recycled rubber
tires and concrete.

DDeecceemmbbeerr  22,,  22000066  ––  77::3300  ppmm
CChhaammbbeerr  SSiinnggeerrss  aanndd  CCoonncceerrtt  CChhooiirr  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee

Conductor: Diane Taylor-Neale
First Presbyterian Church

Tickets will be available at the door.
Information: 585-5532

Admission: $5 adult, $3 senior, free for elementary, high school and
university students with ID

his combined performance will feature the 27-voice
Chamber Singers (mostly U of R students) singing a variety
of seasonal items, including Poulenc's Christmas Motets and
a piece by contemporary Canadian composer Mark Sirett.

The 50 members of the Concert Choir (made up of students, faculty
and community members) will perform a variety of secular and
sacred works, including many by Canadian composers.

“The selections include Nancy Telfer's 'Missa Brevis' and Eleanor
Daley's 'The Stars are with the Voyager,'” says conductor Diane Taylor-
Neale.“If you like what you hear, the group starts fresh in January, so
new members are welcome!”
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