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avid Schantz loves the Prairies, but his career
path took him from coast to coast before he
settled into his new position as dean of the
Faculty of Social Work at the U of R. Schantz

earned his degrees in Illinois,
Georgia and Washington.
Along the way, he taught,
consulted and worked as a
therapist in Montana, and
later Seattle, developing his
specialties in community-
based services for severely
emotionally disturbed
children, adult mental health
and program evaluation. He
was teaching at the
University of Montana at
Missoula when the dean’s
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position at the U of R came open because of a scheduled
sabbatical.

“I would have been content to stay in Missoula for the
rest of my career,” Schantz notes,“but people from the U
of R were quite persistent that I should consider applying
for this opening. The more I looked at the opportunity,
the more it intrigued me.”

Why does he love the Prairies? “Because people have
permission to think outside the box.That’s an important
attribute at a time when communities in the province are
both expanding and contracting,” he says. “I think the
faculty can help communities address the issues they are
facing.”

On the personal side, Schantz is looking forward to
finding a house and applying his renovation skills. Regina,
he adds, is just the right size, and a welcoming place to
live. “The people who planned Regina thought it through
very well. It is a good place to call home.”  

Jacqui Shumiatcher, honorary degree recipient from the University of Regina and well-known patron of the arts,
speaks at an event celebrating her $225,000 gift to the Building Dreams and Futures campaign. Her donation
establishes the Dr. Morris C. Shumiatcher Graduate Fellowship in English, which will provide funding support to
master of arts and PhD candidates studying English at the U of R.

SGI donation supports pain research 
Two U of R graduate students are currently researching lit-

tle understood areas of the process of aging, with the support
of a major donation to the University’s Building Dreams and
Futures campaign.Theresa Dever and Amanda Lints-Martindale
are investigating how to assess pain experienced by seniors
who have a limited ability to communicate because of demen-
tia. Dever is also examining factors that might increase the risk
of falls in nursing homes.

The two are conducting their work under the SGI
Graduate Fellowships in Aging and Health, created by a
$250,000 donation from SGI to support research at the U of
R.The fellowships are under the auspices of the University’s
Centre on Aging and Health, which co-ordinates the only mas-
ters-level program on gerontology on the Prairies. Recipients
of the fellowships are chosen each year by a three-member
committee representing the faculties that collaborate in the
program: arts, social work and kinesiology and health studies.

The centre’s director,Thomas Hadjistavropoulos, notes
there is a debate in the research literature about the best way
to assess pain among seniors with dementia, but very little
involving the direct comparison of different assessment
approaches. He anticipates that the work of Dever and Lints-
Martindale in “relatively uncharted territory” will help put the
debate to rest.

“Pain is under-assessed and under-managed in seniors, par-
ticularly among those who have a limited ability to communi-
cate,” Dever explains.“We have developed a method of
assessing pain in such seniors.Through the development and
implementation of pain assessment techniques, we can gain a
more accurate perception of their pain and improve its treat-
ment.We hope our research will lead to specific measures
being adopted for regular use in pain management within long-
term care facilities across the province and the country,” she
adds.

Dever says the SGI fellowship allows her to concentrate on
her research tasks without being distracted by financial con-
cerns.“I feel very fortunate to have the opportunity to con-
duct this research.”

Hadjistavropoulos also states that the fellowships demon-
strate the importance of the work conducted through the

Centre on Aging and Health, and make the U of R gerontol-
ogy program more attractive to potential graduate students.
Without the distraction of a part-time job, the students are
able to complete their research more quickly, he notes.

These fellowships, adds Barb Pollock, the University’s vice-
president of external relations, illustrate the benefits that flow
from investing in research.“This pain research project demon-
strates how challenging research opportunities for our stu-
dents can produce real, direct benefits for the community we
serve,” she says.

With the help of the SGI Graduate Fellowship in Aging
and Health,Theresa Dever is investigating how to assess
pain experienced by seniors who have a limited ability to
communicate because of dementia.

Every two weeks, the U of R Update will bring you news on events,
programs, people and research at the University of Regina.

CAMPUS CALENDAR
Academic and Professional Development seminars

The Student Development Centre will help you to learn interview
techniques, improve writing skills, build your portfolio, etc.

For times and dates: http://www.uregina.ca/sdc/seminars.pdf
Info: 585-5376

Saskatchewan Instructional Development and Research Unit seminar
“Continuous Improvement Framework: Strategic Alignment for Improved

Student Outcomes”
Speaker: Kevin Tunney

Rm. 215, Education Bldg. Info: 585-5142

Humanities Research Institute award winners’ reception
University Club, College West

Info: 585-1292

Social Policy Research Unit lecture series
“Rethinking Productivity”

Speaker: Oliver Stone
Education Auditorium, Education Bldg. • Tickets: $15 • Info: 585-5142

http://scratchpost.cc.uregina.ca/spr/

Music recital
Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre

Free admission.
Info: 585-5532

Seniors’ Education Centre forum
“Diabetes:What You Need to Know”

Rm. 106, Gallery Bldg., College Ave. Campus
Info: 585-5816

Philosophy and Classics colloquium
“Philosophizing in the Shadow of the Inquisition:Aquinas and the

Conflict between Faith and Reason”
Speaker: Shadia Drury

Rm. 418, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4332

FFrriiddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2200  ––  77::0000  pp..mm..
Alumni Crowning Achievement Awards

Celebrate alumni who have realized extraordinary achievements and
made remarkable contributions to the University of Regina and their

communities.
Regina Performing Arts Centre Tickets and Info: 585-4024

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2211  ––  22::0000  pp..mm..
Fall 2006 Convocation

Conexus Arts Centre Info: 585-4584

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2255  ––  1100::3300  aa..mm..
Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy lecture

“Reconciliation: First Nations Treaty Making In British Columbia”
Speaker:Tony Penikett

Window Room, College Ave. Bldg. Must register.
Info: 585-5869

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2255  ––  nnoooonn
Social Policy Research seminar

“Child Physical Punishment and Parental Knowledge and Needs”
Speaker:Ailsa M.Watkinson

Rm. 436.14, Education Bldg. Info: 585-4117

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2255  ––  nnoooonn
Saskatchewan Instructional Development and Research Unit seminar
“Research as Disciplinary Practice: Could it be Undermining Engaged

Citizenship?”
Speaker: Mary Jeanne (MJ) Barrett

Rm. 215, Education Bldg. Info: 585-5142

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2255  ––  66::3300  pp..mm..
Credit Studies Information Night

Find out about various certificate programs that can work for you!
Rm. 106, College Ave. Bldg. Info: 585-5807
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rofessor of English Natalie Meisner has been researching the
phenomenon of the trafficking in human organs for profit,
and the questions that raises.

“We appreciate donors who give their organs to others,”
Meisner notes,“but do we have the right to purchase them? There are
reports from China of prisoners having their organs ‘harvested’, and
of disadvantaged people who are willing to sell their organs to
traffickers while they are still alive.There is even a firm in Calgary
that is reported to have been buying these parts, and there is no way
to trace it.”

Meisner is currently writing a full-length play — titled Pink Sugar
— based on those stories. She’s looking forward to what others have
to say about trafficking in human organs when she makes her Coffee
House Controversies presentation.

“It’s the most controversial topic I’m dealing with right now,” she
says.

Coffee House Controversies is a series of informal presentations by
U of R instructors on topics that reflect their research interests.The
presentations are designed to stimulate questions and discussion
among audience members.
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