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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Connect. Create. Collaborate. Launch your Career.

Thursday, February 11 7:30 p.m.
Coffee House Controversies
The Peacemaker Myth: How Canada didn’t Work for Peace and
Human Rights in Indonesia and East Timor
Speaker: David Webster
Location: Chapters bookstore behind the Southland Mall
(2625 Gordon Road).

For more information, contact Milagros Charriez at
milagros.charriez@uregina.ca.

Monday, February 22 8:00 p.m.
Playwrights Reading Series
Speaker: Stephen Massicotte will read from his most
recent work.
Location: Shu-Box Theatre, Riddell Centre

Wednesday, February 24 7:30 p.m.
Philosophy Café: An open exchange of philosophical ideas led
by a University of Regina Philosophy professor
Speaker: Ann Ward, “Moral Strength and Moral Weakness in
Aristotle”
Location: Connaught Library - 3435-13th Avenue, Regina

Refreshments will be provided.
For more information, call 585-4332.

Wednesday, February 24 12:00 p.m.
Nourishing Thoughts at the Foodbank Lecture Series

The lecture series is a joint initiative sponsored and
coordinated by the Centre for Continuing Education and First
Nations University of Canada. The public is welcome at no
charge. Lunch will be provided.

Speaker: Dr. Jessie A. Barber will talk about “Métis Poetry”
Location: Adult Centre for Employment and Readiness (ACER),
425 Winnipeg Street, Regina

For more information, contact Kathy Buitenhuis, Centre for
Continuing Education, University of Regina, at 585-5764.

Thursday, February 25 7:30 p.m.
Coffee House Controversies
Where are all the People? Mapping Population
Speaker: Julia Siemer
Location: Chapters bookstore behind the Southland Mall
(2625 Gordon Road).

For more information, contact Milagros Charriez at
milagros.charriez@uregina.ca.

Thursday, March 4 3:30 p.m.
Biology seminar
Resource Selection and Population Biology of Bats
Speaker: Hugh Broders, Department of Biology, St. Mary’s
University, Halifax
Location: Classroom building, room 127, U of R main campus

For more information, contact the Department of Biology
at 585-4145.
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- Sophie Bouffard

On February 19 and 20, the University of Regina’s Institut français will
host The Caron Case: The Status of French inWestern Canada, a national
bilingual conference it is co-organizing with the Association des juristes
d’expression française de la Saskatchewan, in collaboration with the
Assemblée communautaire fransaskoise.

Researchers and 150 participants from across the country, including the
Commissioner of Official Languages, Graham Fraser, will examine R. v.
Caron, a case currently underway that could affect the official status of
French, at the provincial level, in both Alberta and Saskatchewan.

Gilles Caron asked the courts to recognize the constitutional status of
French in the legislative and judicial processes of the province of Alberta.
In 2008, the provincial court ruled in Caron’s favour. A subsequent
decision made by the Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench last December,
however, overturned the initial ruling and Caron is taking the case to the
Alberta Court of Appeal.

The Institut français sponsored a significant portion of the research which
allowedCaron to argue that Frenchwas an official language of governance
and justice in Rupert’s Land and that this right to bilingual governance
should have been respected following the territory’s entry into Canada.

Sophie Bouffard, coordinator of the Institut français’ research centre, the
Centre canadien de recherche sur les francophonies en milieu minoritaire
(CRFM), is a member of the conference’s organizing committee.

“The conference will allow a debate on the constitutional, historical and
contemporary issues at play in the Caron case and what they mean for the
status of French in the west,” says Bouffard.

Bouffard is completing a doctorate at the University of Regina on
questions of identity in Canadian music. She expresses a personal interest
in diversity withinminority francophone communities, one of theCRFM’s
three main streams of research.

The centre’s other strategic research areas include alternatives for the
development of minority francophone communities and the issues facing
young francophone adults (access to post-secondary
education in French, for example).

“We live in a bilingual country and the
CRFM is committed to contributing, via
innovative research, to the development
of minority francophone communities.”

Bouffard explains that the Caron case is
ultimatelyabout the legitimacy ofFrench
as a western Canadian phenomenon.

“It could have a significant impact on
the way Canada understands itself and
we are proud to play a role in advancing
the debate on this crucial question.”

For information on the
conference, visit
www.institutfrancais.uregina.ca.


