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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Connect. Create. Collaborate. Launch your Career.

Wednesday, March 24 12:00 p.m.
Nourishing Thoughts at the Foodbank Lecture
“Global Music”
Speaker: Dr. Ben Schenstead

Nourishing Thoughts lectures take place from 12:00 to 1:00 and
are held at the Adult Centre for Employment and Readiness (ACER),
425 Winnipeg St. The public is welcome at no charge and lunch will
be provided. The lecture series is a joint initiative sponsored and
coordinated by the Centre for Continuing Education and First Nations
University of Canada.

For more information, contact Kathy at (306) 585-5764.

Wednesday, March 24 7:30 p.m.
Philosophy Café: An open exchange of philosophical ideas led by a
University of Regina Philosophy Professor
“Mired in Ethical Relativism: Is there a Moral High Ground?”
Speaker: Roger Petry

Location: Connaught Library, 3435-13th Ave., Regina
Refreshments will be provided.

Thursday, March 25 7:30 p.m.
School of Journalism 30th Annual James M. Minifie Lecture
“Turning the World Back On: Journalism and the New Global Reality.”
Speaker: Tony Burman, managing director of Al Jazeera English
Location: Education Auditorium, University of Regina main campus

A reception and book launch of Thirty Years of Journalism and
Democracy: The Minifie Lectures, 1981-2010 will follow. Free
parking will be available in the “M” areas of Lots 6, 14 and 17.

For more information, contact the School of Journalism at (306) 585-4420.

Tuesday, March 30 7:30 p.m.
2010 “Forward Together” Lecture
“In Wildness is the Resurrection of Our World”
Speaker: Richard Manning, environmental author and journalist
Location: Education Auditorium, University of Regina main campus

Luther College, Campion College, First Nations University of Canada
and the University of Regina are pleased to announce the second annual
“Forward Together” lecture, presented this year by noted environmental
journalist and author Richard Manning. A book signing and reception will
follow the lecture.

Free parking will be available in the designated “M” areas of lots 4, 14
and 17.
For further information, contact Stephen at (306) 585-4086.

Friday, April 9 7:30 p.m.
2010 Barbara Powell Lecture
“Making sense of mass murder. Holocaust perpetrators in perspective.”
Speaker: Mark Roseman
Location: Education Auditorium, University of Regina main campus

For more information, contact the Humanities Research Institute at
(306) 359-1219.

Tuesday, April 27 9:00 a.m.
National Aboriginal Leadership Seminar 2010

The Aboriginal Student Centre at the University of Regina is hosting
the 2nd Annual National Aboriginal Leadership Seminar highlighting
Aboriginal leaders and role models who are “Leading Change.”

Register at http://www.uregina.ca/asc/RegistrationForm.pdf. The
seminar is free for students. Lunch will be provided. General attendance
fees are $25.00.
Location: University of Regina Theatre, main campus.

For more information, visit www.uregina.ca/asc.
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- Victoria Nelson

Victoria Nelson was inspired by what she saw in Zambia.

As part of the practicum for her University of Regina undergraduate degree
in human justice, Nelson lived with a Zambian family for four months and
helped local vegetable farmers find lucrative markets for their crops. It was
an experience that gave her a better understanding of the country, its people
and their challenges.

“Too often North Americans are presented with a negative image of Africa
and of Africans being hopeless, destitute, and starving. That was not my
experience at all. They work hard. There is so much love, innovation,
graciousness and potential in the people I met,” she says.

Nelson was placed with an organization called International Development
Enterprises (IDE) which aims to increase farming income by sharing
improved techniques and connecting farmers with potential buyers.

“The city I operated out of had many hotels because of its proximity to
Victoria Falls,” explains Nelson. “These hotels played host to hundreds
of tourists each year, but all of the food they served was purchased from
commercial farmers near Lusaka - which was many hours away - or shipped
in from South Africa. There were many capable farmers growing delicious
and healthy produce in their own backyards, and we just needed to connect
them to the buyers.”

Farmers in Zambia, however, face such problems as high input costs and the
constant threat of elephants devouring their crops. One of the most common
problems, however, is solved when farmers come together.

There are three growing seasons in Zambia, explains Nelson, however, the
small size of plots pose difficulty in providing a consistent supply to buyers.
The solution is local farmers coming together and working to produce crops
that benefit many.

By living with a local family, Nelson had a first-hand look at how the
community dynamics worked.

“I really started valuing community in a different sense,” says Nelson.
“Zambians take care of each other. They are good to
each other and to their neighbours.”

She also got a deeper understanding of Zambian
hospitality and kindness.

“I think the warm weather in Zambia allows
people to interact with each other more. We
would spend time outside talking, cooking,
doing laundry. We could see our neighbours
outside doing the exact same thing and could
chat with them. I couldn’t walk anywhere
without somebody chatting with me and it
wasn’t just because I was a foreigner. They just
thought ‘Why would we walk 10 feet behind
each other when we could walk together’.”

After returning from her post in Zambia,
Nelson took a job as a communications and
outreach officer for the Saskatchewan
Council for International Cooperation
(SCIC), an umbrella organization that
assists Saskatchewan development
organizations access provincial and federal
funding and provides public education about
poverty and development issues.

Nelson will convocate in June.


