
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletters

 
December 2006
-------------------------------------------------
 
"Beware of thinkers whose minds function only when they are fueled by a quotation": E.M. 
Cioran (1911-95), Anathemas and Admirations
-------------------------------------------------
 
CONTENTS
 
1. THE HRI AT YEAR’S END: CONTEMPLATING THE PAST, ANTICIPATING THE FUTURE

 
2. HRI PROFILING SCHOLARSHIP SERIES: Carol Hixson (15 January 2007)

 
3. HRI SPECIAL EVENT: Ross King (15 February 2007)

 
4. HRI CONTACT INFORMATION

-------------------------------------------------
 
1. THE HRI AT YEAR’S END: CONTEMPLATING THE PAST, ANTICIPATING THE FUTURE
 
The long and rich history of jazz in Saskatchewan -- the birth of French Impressionism -- the 
flawed peace settlement at the end of the First World War --the many ways in which 
contemporary Canadian culture gets made -- Saskatchewan’s heritage plants -- writing the 
biography of the University of Regina -- adapting literary works to opera and film -- health and 
wellness among Aboriginal communities -- drinking rituals among the Yi people of southern China 
-- the Regina Manifesto in myth and reality -- 
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-- these are just some of the topics covered by HRI lecturers in 2006. Between January and 
December, the HRI brought in two Barbara Powell Visiting Lecturers (Margaret MacMillan and 
Linda Hutcheon), ran three other lecture series, held two funding competitions, and granted 
twenty-eight awards and the Student Essay Prize. We also co-sponsored conferences, lectures, 
and seminars, issued nine newsletters, and otherwise did our best to ensure that humanities 
scholarship attained the highest possible profile in the life of the university and community. 
 
We cannot rest on our laurels. If the HRI is to expand its activities further, we’ll need to begin 
fundraising from external sources. It'll be our priority to seek new funding for HRI Teaching 
Fellowships that will buy course releases for faculty members completing major scholarly and 
creative projects. We feel that time to think, write, or create is often more valuable than money 
for humanities scholars. If you would like to be involved in any way in the fundraising effort, 
please contact the HRI Director at any of the addresses below.

 
The HRI wishes all its Newsletter subscribers a happy, prosperous, and safe holiday season and 
looks forward to renewing their acquaintance in the New Year.  
-------------------------------------------------
 
2. HRI PROFILING SCHOLARSHIP SERIES: Carol Hixson (15 January 2007)
 
Carol Hixson 
(University Librarian, Dr. John Archer Library, University of Regina)
 
"Research and Scholarly Communication in the Humanities: New Partnerships between 
Librarians and Scholars"
 
Date: Monday 15 January 2007
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: University Club, College West Building, CW 215
 
This event will be followed by a reception and cash bar 
 
How is the digital age affecting the way that humanities scholars conduct their research and share 
their results? What role can and should academic libraries play in supporting the new research 
and scholarly communication models that are developing? No longer merely the passive recipients 
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of the end results of research and scholarly communication, today’s academic librarians are 
stepping out from behind their desks and playing an active role in helping researchers and 
scholars not only locate research materials, but also develop research proposals, carry out their 
investigations, and share the results of their research. Carol Hixson, University Librarian at the 
University of Regina since September, will share some of her thoughts and experiences on how 
she hopes to foster these new partnerships at the University of Regina. 
 
Carol Hixson, M.S., has been a librarian since 1984, working in management positions at the 
University of Florida, Indiana University, UCLA, and the University of Oregon. Her most recent 
position, prior to joining the University of Regina as University Librarian, was as Head of Metadata 
and Digital Library Services at the University of Oregon. At Oregon she was awarded the 2004 
Richard and Mary Corrigan Solari Faculty Fellowship Award in recognition of noteworthy 
contributions to the University, the region, and the international community of scholars. Hixson 
has spoken internationally on the topic of institutional repositories and scholarly communication, 
most recently in Madrid, Barcelona, and Toledo, Spain. Her research interests are the library role 
in scholarly communication, collaboration as a force for change, and improving access to digital 
assets.
-------------------------------------------------
 
3. HRI SPECIAL EVENT: Ross King (15 February 2007)
 
The HRI congratulates Ross King, winner of the 2006 Governor General's Literary Award for Non-
Fiction for his book The Judgment of Paris: The Revolutionary Decade that Gave the World 
Impressionism. Those of you who were present at Ross's HRI lecture last March (as well as those 
of you who were unfortunate enough to miss it), will be delighted to learn that Ross will be 
returning to his alma mater in February 2007 to give another of his brilliant illustrated lectures on 
art history for the HRI. See the next HRI Newsletter for location details.
 
Ross King 
 
"Lorenzo's Gardens: Landscape and Architecture in the Florentine Renaissance" 
(An Illustrated Lecture)
 
Date: Thursday 15 February 2007
Time: 4:00 pm
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Place: TBA
 
The Florentine Renaissance was characterized by a rediscovery of the texts of the Ancient 
Romans and a reinterpretation of visual space through the invention of linear perspective. Crucial 
to the flowering of architecture and painting, these developments likewise had a dramatic impact 
on both the design and function of the garden in fifteenth-century Florence. This illustrated 
lecture will examine the gardens of Lorenzo the Magnificent -- in particular those of the Medicean 
villas at Careggi and Fiesole -- in order to explore the merging of landscape and art.
 
Born in Estevan, Saskatchewan, Ross King graduated with a BA and MA in English from the 
University of Regina and with a PhD in English from York University. In 1992 he moved to 
England to take a position at the University of London. King is the author of the bestselling 
Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling (2002), shortlisted for a Governor General’s Award and for a 
National Book Critics Circle Award in the USA; and the New York Times bestseller Brunelleschi’s 
Dome (2000). He is also the author of two novels, Domino (1995) and Ex-Libris (1998). Ross 
King lives in Woodstock, near Oxford, England.
 
----------------------------------------------
4. HRI CONTACT INFORMATION
 
The HRI e-mail Newsletter appears once a month from September to May, and occasionally 
during the rest of the year. Recent issues are archived on the HRI website. 
 
The HRI Newsletter reaches about 600 subscribers at the University of Regina, at its affiliated 
institutions, and in the surrounding community. Please forward a copy to friends and colleagues 
with an interest in the humanities. 
 
To subscribe (free of charge) or unsubscribe to this Newsletter, please go to the HRI website at 
http://www.uregina.ca/hri/informationform.shtml 

 
For further details about upcoming HRI events or to submit material to future newsletters, please 
contact: 
 
Nicholas Ruddick, Director 
Humanities Research Institute 
University of Regina 
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AH 369 
3737 Wascana Parkway 
Regina, SK 
Canada S4S 0A2 
 
Phone: 306-585-4304 
Fax: 306-585-5429
E-mail: nicholas.ruddick@uregina.ca

HRI website:  http://www.uregina.ca/hri/index.shtml
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