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“Reality is that which, when you stop believing in it, doesn’t go away” 
―Philip K. Dick (1928-82), “How to Build a Universe That Doesn’t Fall 
Apart Two Days Later”
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1. HRI EVENTS: Who’s Invited?

Unless otherwise indicated, HRI events are free of charge, do not require 
advance registration, and are open to the general public, who are warmly 
invited to attend. If you can’t attend a particular event, don’t despair: 
many HRI events are taped or recorded for later broadcast. Look for 
details in the relevant announcement. For further information about how 
to find out what’s going on at the HRI, please see HRI CONTACT 
INFORMATION at 6. below.  
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 2. REPORT on CULTURE AND HERITAGE RESEARCH THEMATIC 
AREA: Exploring New Possibilities for Collaborative Research (1 
February 2005) 

About fifty people from diverse areas of the university and community 
attended this meeting of the Culture and Heritage Research Thematic Area 
(a.k.a. “Cluster”) convened by the HRI in association with the Office of the 
Vice-President, Research and International at the University Club on 1 
February 2005. Allan Cahoon, Vice-President, Research and International 
of the University of Regina welcomed attendees and challenged them to 
respond to the question, How might his Office best assist researchers in 
the Culture and Heritage Thematic Area?  

The program of speakers had two parts. In the first, “Surveying Public 
Attitudes to Culture and Heritage,” Sandra Massey of SaskCulture, raised 

the question, “How do we build a culturally vibrant province?” She 
summarized a recent survey on attitudes to heritage undertaken by the 
local consulting firm HJ Linnen. Perhaps the most surprising result was 
that, though people in Saskatchewan value the importance of personal 
heritage, most don’t attach it as strongly to their province as they do to 
their nation or to their municipality. Dawn Martin, Executive Director of 
the Culture and Heritage Branch of Saskatchewan Culture, Youth and 

Recreation then spoke of the challenges faced by the Initiative to Study 
the Social Effects of Culture. While it’s desirable to measure the effect of 
cultural experience on society in order to understand what makes a 
culturally vibrant community, it’s first necessary to develop a conceptual 
framework sophisticated enough to generate indicators that would 
distinguish between, for example, singing in a choir and going to hear a 
choir sing. Such research is in the early stages of formulation and 
researchers are welcome to offer new avenues of approach. A preliminary 

“Report of the Proceedings of the IFACCA/ISSEC Research Workshop” by 

Dick Stanley is available as a pdf file online.     

In the second part of the program, “Recent, Current, and New 
Collaborative Ventures in Culture and Heritage,” researchers from campus 
talked about their own varied but generally very positive experiences of 
collaborative research. Christine Ramsay (Media Production and Studies) 
spoke of a recent conference that she had helped to organize, Realizing 

the Creative City, that addressed in particular the question of how to 

revitalize regional cities such as Regina whose downtown areas have been 
emptied by suburbanization and whose creative young people tend to 
migrate to metropolitan centres. This has led to her new involvement in 
the “Culturepoles: Spaces, Urban Politics, and Metropolitan Theory” 
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project. Taking up this thread, Kathleen Irwin (Theatre) spoke of the 
current initiative in Regina to acquire and convert a vacant downtown 
building into a multipurpose municipal arts centre, while Rory MacDonald 
(Visual Arts), suggested how the project might be a model for sustainable 
development and serve as a focus to unite disparate social groups.  

Pauline Minevich (Music), a classical musician, introduced her 
collaborator, Charlie Fox (Media Production and Studies), a specialist in 
sound production. Combining their very different approaches to audio led 
to Art of Immersive Soundscapes, a multidisciplinary Summer Institute at 

the U of R that led to international invitations and significant local spinoffs. 
Sonya Corbin Dwyer (Education) described her research on women 
problem gamblers conducted in collaboration with the University of 
Lethbridge and the City of Regina. She noted that collaborative research, 
among its many other benefits, has the very important effect of keeping 
researchers “on task,” as most people are reluctant to let down their 
colleagues. Kathleen O’Reilly-Scanlon (Education) and Angelina 
Weenie (Indian Education, First Nations University of Canada) spoke of 
their Cross-Cultural Memories project, which seeks to understand how 
early learning experiences shape adult attitudes while taking account of 
First Nations’ ways of knowing. Gail Chin (Visual Arts) addressed the 
particular problems of a researcher in a field of expertise (in her case, 
Buddhist painting in Japan) where there are no other local experts to 
consult or collaborate with. She demonstrated how the Internet allows 
geographically dispersed specialists in her field to collaborate in innovative 
ways as they compile the online Digital Dictionary of Buddhism. In such a 

project, the single author article is a thing of the past, as anyone online 
can propose changes to any article, after which proposals are subjected to 
an online peer review process before any changes are implemented.   

Finally, Loanne Myrah (Centre for Continuing Education), outlined the 
project to restore and reactivate the historic Lecture Theatre (1912) in the 
College Building on the University of Regina’s College Avenue Campus. 
This initiative will be undertaken by the CCE in collaboration with the HRI. 
Please watch this space for fuller details about this exciting heritage 
project in the near future.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. CAMPION COLLEGE/HRI PROFILING SCHOLARSHIP SERIES: 
Christian Riegel (16 February 2005) 

RESPONSE TO DEATH: THE LITERARY WORK OF MOURNING
 
Christian Riegel  

The HRI is pleased to be co-sponsoring, with Campion College, the launch 
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of Response to Death: The Literary Work of Mourning (University of 
Alberta Press/Canadian Review of Comparative Literature), an anthology of 
essays edited by Christian Riegel (Assistant Professor of English, Campion 
College). At this event, Christian Riegel will be talking informally about his 
editorial work in assembling this volume. 

Response to Death presents a literary historical perspective on mourning, 
tracing examples of mourning in literary works from the medieval world to 
the present day. Contributors offer a chronological examination of the 
concept of the work of mourning in specific literary and historical contexts, 
beginning with an exploration of the medieval York Cycle of plays and 
sixteenth-century French women’s lyric, and continuing through the 
Renaissance, with considerations of Shakespeare, the nineteenth century, 
and into the twentieth century.  

Christian Riegel teaches Canadian literature, genre studies, and poetry 
at Campion College, University of Regina. He is the author of Writing Grief: 
Margaret Laurence and the Work of Mourning (2003), and the editor of 
Challenging Territory: The Writing of Margaret Laurence (1997) and A 
Sense of Place: Re-Evaluating Regionalism in Canadian and American 
Writing (1998).  

Date: Wednesday, 16 February 2005 

Time: 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Place: Campion College, Lower Cafeteria  

All are welcome.

Refreshments will be provided.

This event will be taped for broadcast by Access Communications

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

4. HRI PROFILING SCHOLARSHIP SERIES: Sonya Corbin Dwyer and 
Kathleen O’Reilly-Scanlon (9 March 2005) 

THE REGINA MONOLOGUES: EXPERIENCES OF GRADUATE WOMEN
 
Sonya Corbin Dwyer and Kathleen O’Reilly-Scanlon 

A poignant and personal tour of women's experiences of graduate school, 
The Regina Monologues is an exploration of women's learning and 
education, in all its complexity. Real women's stories of vulnerability and 
self-discovery, as women try to negotiate and find their place within the 
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academy, will be presented. These first-hand accounts may inform faculty 
members' practice, as well as prepare those contemplating graduate 
studies. 

Sonya Corbin Dwyer is an Associate Professor in educational psychology. 
She is currently teaching undergraduate courses in classroom assessment 
and evaluation, and graduate courses in aptitude and achievement 
assessment, ethics in professional practice, and counselling with girls and 
women. Her research interests are in the areas of Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD or ADD), learning difficulties, metacognition, 
and women and education. 

Kathleen O’Reilly-Scanlon, Associate Professor of Education, currently 
teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in language arts, literacy and 
curriculum. Her research interests are in the areas of literacy, qualitative 
research methods, memory work, self-study in teacher education, 
inclusive education and Indigenous Studies. 

Date: Wednesday, 9 March 2005  
Time: 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
Place: Education Building, ED 114 

All are welcome.

Refreshments will be provided.

This event will be taped for broadcast by Access Communications

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

5. HRI SPRING 2005 FUNDING COMPETITION: First Notice 

There will be a competition in Spring 2005 for the following HRI award 
programs: 
    

    --Teaching Fellowships (formerly “Teaching Release Awards”) 
    --Research Awards 
    --Visiting Research Fellowships 
    --Assistance Awards for Visiting Speakers  
    --Travel Awards for Board Members  
    --Subvention Awards for Book Publication  
    --HRI 2005 Student Essay Prize 
 
The deadline for applications to all these programs is Friday 15 April 2005.
 
Please consult the HRI website for all criteria documents and forms. 
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Please note: There will not be a competition for HRI Student Travel Awards 
in Spring 2005. The next competition for this program will be in Fall 2005 
(application deadline 16 September 2005) for all students traveling in 
calendar 2005 to present papers at refereed scholarly conferences in the 
humanities. Check future HRI Newsletters or the HRI website for further 
details. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------      

6. HRI CONTACT INFORMATION 

The HRI e-mail Newsletter appears once a month from September to April, 
and more occasionally during the rest of the year. Recent issues are 
archived on the HRI website.  

The HRI Newsletter reaches more than 500 subscribers at the University of 
Regina, at its affiliated institutions, and in the surrounding community. 
Please forward a copy to friends and colleagues with an interest in the 
humanities. 

To subscribe (free of charge) or unsubscribe to this Newsletter, please go 
to the HRI website at http://www.uregina.ca/hri/informationform.html 

For further details about upcoming HRI events or to submit material to 
future newsletters, please contact: 

Nicholas Ruddick, Director 
Humanities Research Institute 
Phone: 585-4304 
Fax: 306-585-5429 
E-mail: nicholas.ruddick@uregina.ca
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