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Overview 

 
The Department of Mathematics and Statistics offers programs in mathematics, 
statistics and actuarial science. This variety of programs provides the framework for 
recruitment and development initiatives. The principal areas of research are algebra 
and number theory, discrete mathematics, geometry and topology, linear algebra, 
operator algebras, and probability theory and statistics. The very active colloquium 
series and research seminars in the Department exemplify the University’s goal in 
scholarship and research to “sustain a vibrant research enterprise where faculty 
members are enthusiastic about intellectual activity…” The actuarial program and the 
variety of outreach initiatives in the Department meet the University’s goal in service 
to “Take our academic expertise into the community…” 
 

Accomplishments 
 

Recruitment 

• Dr. Michael Kozdron and Dr. Augustin-Liviu Mare joined the Department at the 
Assistant Professor rank, and Dr. Sergei Panafidin was recruited to a three-year 

term position, also at the Assistant Professor rank. These new faculty members 
bring us expertise in probability and statistics, differential geometry, and algebraic 
geometry respectively.  

• The Department was successful in recruiting Mr. Peter Douglas for a permanent 
Instructor II position in Actuarial Science. Mr. Douglas is a Fellow of the Society 
of Actuaries and his appointment to a permanent position will add stability to our 
popular Actuarial Science program. 

Teaching 

• The Actuarial Science program graduated its first three students with a B.Sc. 
degree in Actuarial Science in the Spring 2004 convocation and, for the first time, 
in May of 2004 students were awarded placements in the Actuarial Science 
Internship Program. 

• Faculty members supervised 17 graduate students, 2 who completed a Masters 
degree and 1 who completed a PhD. 

• The Department has obtained additional space in CW320 until the Summer 
Games in 2005. This space is being used for graduate student offices. 

• Student awards and honours: 
o Matthew McKague received the President’s Medal at the spring 

convocation. Both the Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Fine Arts 
nominated Mr. McKague for this prize. 

o Two of our students received Honours Mathematics Degrees at the spring 
convocation. 

o Two of our students received NSERC Postgraduate Scholarships. 
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o Four of our students were awarded NSERC Undergraduate Student 
Research Awards. 

Research 

• The Department Colloquium series was very active in 2004, with twenty-six 
colloquia presented, including fifteen by visitors to the University. 

• Three regular seminar series took place in the Department during 2004. 
o Algebra and Number Theory – A weekly seminar in the spring of 2004 

that had ten participants. 
o Shubert Calculus Working Group – This group met weekly in the fall of 

2004 and had nine participants. 
o MITACS/Communications Security Establishment (CSE) – In May 2004 a 

two-week seminar was held in our department and was funded by the 
agencies MITACS and CSE. This seminar involved two faculty members 
from our department, one from Computer Science, a Postdoctoral Fellow 
from the University of Regina, one student from Simon Fraser University, 
one from Dalhousie University and two from the University of Montreal. 

• The Department supported 3 Postdoctoral Fellowships (including one NSERC 
Postdoctoral Fellow) and was host to 16 Visiting Scholars.  

• A total of $305,566 in external grants (14 NSERC Discovery Grants and 8 other 
grants) in support of teaching and research was awarded to members of the 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics. 

• Members of the Department presented 33 papers at 36 conferences and published 
28 papers in 24 national and international journals. 

Service 

• The Department has many ongoing outreach activities. These include: 
o A problem-solving workshop that meets every second week with students 

from the local schools, grades 7 through 12.  The workshops investigate 
problems from the various mathematics contests. They are designed to 
help prepare students for these contests, as well as to provide an 
opportunity to solve and discuss interesting problems with other students 
who enjoy mathematics. 

o Our fifth annual Math Camp was held on March 13, 2004. 
o Math Central, a collection of Internet services for K-12 level mathematics 

has been a site on the Internet since 1995. 
o Dr. Harley Weston is the director of the Centre for Mathematics, Science 

and Technology Education; a centre established in the Faculties of Science 
and Education and designed to deliver mathematics and science resources 
to the K-12 system. 

• Dr. Doug Farenick chaired the NSERC Selection Committee for Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Awards. 

• Dr. Shaun Fallat is the web master for the International Linear Algebra Society 
(ILAS) web site. The primary site for ILAS is housed on a server in our 
department. 

• Dr. Harley Weston has been named chair of the Education Committee of the 
Canadian Mathematical Society for two years beginning January 1, 2005. 
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• Several faculty members serve on the editorial boards of research and educational 
journals. Most recently, Dr. Shaun Fallat has been named to the Editorial Board of 
the Elsevier journal Linear Algebra and it Applications. 

• The expertise of the Department continued to be called upon extensively for 
reviews of grant applications, for the refereeing of papers submitted to refereed 
publications, and for service as external examiner at graduate theses defenses both 
within the University and at other universities. 

 
Initiatives 

• Dr. Donald Stanley was nominated by the University for a Tier II Canada 
Research Chair. His nomination package was submitted in September. 

• Four faculty members (Drs.  Shaun Fallat, Doug Farenick, Chun-Hua Guo and 
Steve Kirkland) are local organizers of the 12th Conference of the International 
Linear Algebra Society (ILAS), to be held in Regina in June 2005. Preparations 
for the conference are well under way. Dr. Kirkland is the chair of the scientific 
committee consisting of 8 distinguished mathematicians. The conference will be a 
major event in ILAS's activities, and one of the largest mathematics conferences 
to take place in Regina. The number of participants is expected to be between 250 
and 300. There will be 18 invited talks by prominent international researchers in 
various areas of Linear Algebra, 5 featured lectures, as well as several 
minisymposia on topics of current interest. Some of the papers presented at the 
conference will be published in a special volume of the journal Linear Algebra 
and its Applications. Graduate students and even undergraduate students in our 
department will also benefit greatly from the conference. The conference has 
received substantial funding from various sources, including the University, the 
Fields Institute and the Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences. 

• The Department is working with the Saskatchewan Math Teacher's Society to 
organize a yearly Saskatchewan Math Challenge - a contest for grades 8-10 
students to be held at the U of R and U of S in alternate years.  An American  
contest, MathCounts, that the Department had been involved in earlier has 
become prohibitively expensive and so a new initiative was required.  The 
Department has raised funding from the Faculties of Science, Education and 
Engineering. An Endowment Grant from the Canadian Mathematical Society in 
the amount of $2,500 per year for three years has been awarded to Dr. Denis 
Hanson to support this initiative. Cooperation on this endeavor with the 
Saskatchewan engineering community, through APEGS, is also underway. 

 


