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Dean’s Message
This edition of the Faculty of Education Newsletter highlights some
of the diverse activities and accomplishments of our students and
faculty in the past academic year. It gives the reader an idea of
the scope of our work in teacher education, at the undergraduate
and graduate level, and some of our successes.
At a recent meeting of the provincial Board of Teacher Education
and Certification, Ken Moore, an executive assistant with the
Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation, made the wry comment that
“teaching is brain surgery”. His point was that improving student
learning is a highly complex activity with many nuances, subtleties,
and “grey” areas. Little is clear-cut or certain in education and
pre-service teachers must learn to live with ambiguity and not
expect easy answers or short cuts.
As this newsletter’s cover text-image illustrates, teaching can mean different things to
different people, depending on many variables, including the context of the teaching and
learning. Many people today understand teaching, like leadership in general, as “the
exercise of influence” (Kenneth Leithwood, 2009) on the intellectual and social and
emotional make-up of individual students, as well as the exercise of influence on families,
institutions and communities. It can be both direct and indirect and is never just a oneway process. Some of the articles in this newsletter show how the development of
technical skills in teaching can be applied to exerting this influence through problemsolving. The ability, for example, to make diagnostic adaptations for students, now called
“assessment for learning”, is a critical skill for pre-service teachers to develop.
This exercise of influence applies to the emotional development of children and youth. A
teacher’s motivation, for example, affects the motivation of students and impacts student
learning. Teachers need to develop their own social appraisal skills or “emotional
intelligence” in order to develop students’ sense of
self-efficacy (the confidence to succeed) which in
Editorial Board:
turn leads, as the research shows, to improved
Dr. James McNinch
learning. Despite a wide-spread misunderstanding
Dr. Val Mulholland
that schools are content to bolster students’ selfDr. Carol Fulton
esteem by rewarding inconsequential and mediocre
work, teachers know it is much more complicated
Managing Editor:
than that. This newsletter demonstrates that when
Shuana Niessen
pre-service teachers know how to integrate many
complex social and emotional and intellectual
factors in their teaching, they can expect to enjoy
success if the outcome is improved student learning.
James McNinch
A Publication of the
Faculty of Education
University of Regina,
Saskatchewan, CANADA.
To submit to this publication
contact:
Shuana.Niessen@uregina.ca
306306-585585-5143

August, 2009

Page 3

Page 4

Award Winning Program
& Developer

unique program called Girls in the
Game has been created for young
girls (aged 5-8) where they can
learn and practice fundamental movement skills development that transfer into a
variety of sports. As such, the girls have
worked on skills that relate to basketball,
volleyball, football, hockey, soccer, wrestling, tennis and badminton.
“The program is an enormous success,”
says June Zimmer, a seconded professor to
the BAC Program in the Faculty of Education at the University of Regina. Zimmer
launched the program in September 2008.
“We’ve filled to capacity which is 80 girls
both times we’ve offered the program.”
The Girls in the Game motto is
“Confidence, Competence and Friendship
– Sport, it really is more than just a game!”
Zimmer has won a national award for developing and delivering the Girls in the
Game program. June, also, was honoured
with a Women in Sport Encouragement
National Award for her coaching leader-

ship in the area of young girls and physical
activity/sport, only one of nine being given
out across the country this year. She was
named one of the 2009 Women in Sport
Encouragement Fund (WISE) recipients
through the Canadian Association for the
Advancement of Women and Sport and
Physical Activity (CAAWS).
“As a WISE fund recipient, CAAWS has
awarded the Girls in the Game program
with funding which will be used to train
coaches and purchase equipment, in addition to national recognition for coaching
leadership targeted at promoting sport
and physical activity for young girls, “ says
Zimmer.
June has been working with four student
coaches, all students in the Faculty of Education, whose enthusiasm, energy and outstanding work over the past year have
made them tremendous ambassadors for
the Faculty of Education.
Continued on page 5

Student Success Stories:
SUNTEP
uccess Stories:
Jessica Parr excelled academically
throughout her 4 years at SUNTEP. She was
on the Dean’s List every graded semester,
was the recipient of academic silver scholarships 3 times and the academic gold
scholarships 4 times. Jessica is a nominee
for the Myrtle McGee Prize and is the recipient of the Saskatchewan Teachers’
Federation Prize and the GovernorGeneral’s Silver Medal Prize. Jessica
graduated with Great Distinction and had
the highest grade point average in the
Faculty of Education for spring 2009 convocation.
Jody Burnett, PhD candidate in Education,
is a recipient of the Queen Elizabeth II Centennial Aboriginal Scholarship for 2009 valued at $10,000.
This scholarship was the province of SasCongratulations to the following student
coaches:
• Holly Strauch (Middle Years Program - 3rd
year)
• Kelly Ziegler (Middle Years Program - 3rd
year)
• Valeska Porras (BAC Program - 1st year)
• Kaela McCutcheon (just accepted into
the BEAD program, Fall 2009 - Phys. Ed.
Major)

Jessica Parr
katchewan's gift to the Queen to commemorate the Centennial in 2005. The
award is made to Saskatchewan First Nations or Métis students graduating from a
university in Saskatchewan, with preference given to students who have attended or graduated from the First Nations
University of Canada, and who are pursuing graduate studies in any discipline at
either the University of Regina or the University of Saskatchewan.
Nora Findlay, currently a doctoral student,
has recently been awarded both a SSHRC
Doctoral Fellowship and the CAPSLE
(Canadian Association for the Practical
Study of Law in Education) Research Fellowship. Both are prestigious awards.

June is currently pursuing her doctoral studies in the Faculty o f Kinesiology and Health
Studies at the University of Regina.
For more information about the Girls in the
Game program, or to register, please contact Recreation and Athletic Services at:
(306) 585-4371.
From: "University of Regina External Relations" - at http://www.uregina.ca/news
2009 SUNTEP Student Award Recipients
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Student Success Stories:
The President’s Medal

Samantha Risling with

President Vianne Timmons

he President’s Medal is awarded
at each Spring and Fall Convocation
to a student receiving a first degree with a
minimum average of 80% who has shown
leadership in, and commitment to, extracurricular activities while at the University of
Regina. The recipient at this Convocation
is Samantha Risling, who is receiving her
Bachelor of Education (Secondary) with a
major in Physical Education and a double
minor in Outdoor and Health Education.
Samantha is most worthy of this award as
she has and continues to demonstrate a
commitment to leadership and academic
scholarship which parallels her professional
contribution to the teaching profession.
Samantha graduates with a program
grade-point average of 88.17%.
Samantha was a founding member and
President of the Health, Outdoor, and
Physical Education (HOPE) Student Association, which provides professional development opportunities related to health,
outdoor and physical education for children, university students and teachers. In
this capacity, Samantha helped build relationships among students, faculty, and
members of the community and also organized numerous charity events and encouraged her peers to take on new leadership roles within the association.

Samantha was accepted as a leader participant at the Physical, Health Education
Canada (PHE – Canada) Student Leadership Conference, and was the recipient of
the PHE- Canada Student Award in 2007.
Samantha is also the recipient of the 2009
Saskatchewan Physical Education Association (SPEA) Book Prize for demonstrating
throughout her program of studies: high
achievement in discipline-related studies,
continuing professional growth, high level
of competence during internship, and professional leadership in program activities.
She also has received the Myrtle McGee
Prize in Teaching and the Winter Academic
Gold Scholarship.
Throughout her internship at Marion M.
Graham Collegiate she was responsible for
teaching Grade 11 students and had the
unique opportunity of working with the
Saskatoon Outdoor School Program.
Samantha taught five interdisciplinary curricula learning experiences to senior students in outdoor classroom settings, instructed in a traditional classroom, and
also coached the Junior Girls Basketball
team. One of the highlights of her internship was a month-long study of Garret Hardin’s “Tragedy of the Commons” and social activism. This study included attending
a literature reading, participating in volunteerism, creating social action plans, visiting the Craik Sustainable Living Project,
and reflecting on the process of activism.
The goal of the activity was to deepen her
students’ understanding of group work and
social responsibility.
Ms. Risling is an outstanding graduate of
the Faculty of Education. She truly exemplifies the University of Regina motto, “As
One Who Serves.” She has proven this
through her countless hours of volunteer
work and commitment to community. The
Faculty of Education wishes Samantha all
the best in her future endeavors and is
confident she will make significant contributions to the field of education.

Student Success Stories:
Cori’s Field Experience
aintings, clay sculpture, photography, graffiti art, GPS searches, tiny
owls and the military: ingredients in a
recipe for meaningful learning experiences . . .
When she was assigned, as part of her preinternship, to write and teach a unit for a
group of middle and high school students
at an alternative School, Cori Saas began
by visiting the school, meeting the students
and understanding that each of them preferred to work, for the most part, individually, at a different pace, and with a different art medium.
Titled “Who am I?”, the unit became an
identity-exploring integrated arts unit for
upper middle-high school years (Grades 812) aimed at meeting specific IPP goals
while creating a group assemblage. This
social action project focused on identity
works of art, in multistands, and was primarily visual arts based. Because of their diverse needs, the students’ works were individually chosen, with direction, guidance,
and minilessons provided by the teacher.
The students, in the spirit of fostering belonging and cooperation, worked toward
an assemblage in the form of a geocache.
This cache was the vehicle which allowed
the students to voice their identities in a
public presentation and a geocache
global launch.
Students’ final art projects (or photos of
their projects) were assembled into a large
cache and hidden near Moose Jaw’s Saskatchewan Burrowing Owl Interpretive
Centre (SBOIC). The cache was registered

on an international geocaching web site so
that geocaching
visitors from all
over the world
could search for
the treasure using their GPS
units. Once
found, the
pieces of art or
the pictures
would be taken
away and the
attached “travel
bugs” would regCori Saas
ister the progress
of the students’
art pieces as the art traveled around the
world. One girl’s project was a Japanese
scroll. She dearly wanted her project to
travel to Japan. So far, her scroll has made
it as far as the state of Washington, with
plans for it to be carried to the Far East. All
the pieces made by the kids have started
on their journey across the world.
One of the goals of the unit was to involve
the students in their community. A partnership was struck with the local militia unit
and their sergeant worked with the students to teach them about the GPS unit,
about geocaching, and about the military.
SBOIC was a key partner in this project, as
well, and worked closely with the students.
Weeks and months after the completion of
the unit, students still check online to read
the appreciative comments of the geocaching treasure hunters who have found
the students’ art pieces and have carried
those pieces around the world for others to
find and admire. Meanwhile, one of the
students is taking his Grade 10 art credit;
one is graduating, and one is joining the
Year Book Club as a photographer. Students’ gifts to the world continue to give
back to the students’ own sense of pride
and accomplishment. Great successes.
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Article about Cori’s geocaching treasure hunt in Moose Jaw Times Herald (used with permission)

Education graduate of 2006, Keith Adolph, capably teaches current students the value and
use of graphic novels in English Language Arts lessons.
“There are so many
good resources…,”
Keith Adolf says.

“This is such a

GREAT lesson,” says
Kelsey O’Byrne

Aboriginal Self-Portrait
n January, students from EPS 225 engaged in creating self-portraits with
Sarah Longman, an educator who is currently the Education Equity Consultant with
the Regina Public School Division.
This mini unit encompasses an interdisciplinary approach in developing numerous mathematical
concepts, in developing the language art strand of speaking, in
reinforcing concepts in Arts Education and in enhancing the overall goals of the integration of Aboriginal content and perspectives
into the existing curriculum. This
mini unit can be adapted to meet
the needs of students at any
age level.
Students produced self-portraits
through the creation and application of personal symbols using
geometric shapes and colours.
During the lesson, students
came to an understanding of the importance of the concepts
of balance and symmetry to First Nations
people.
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Special A

Through the L
anuary 28, 2009, Dr. Norm Yakel, professor of Arts Education in the
Faculty of Education, University of Regina and the Arts Education preservice teachers culminated an educational shared experience with Mrs.
Challice’s Grades 1 and 2 students from MacNeill Elementary school with
an art exhibit called, “Through the Looking Glass: The many faces of
portraiture.”

Art Exhibit
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ooking Glass:

Continued on page 12
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T h e m a n y f a ce
his display of artistry was the culmination
of a collaborative education experience
between University of Regina Arts Education
students, and Grade 1 and 2 students from
MacNeill Elementary School. Aside from the
obvious connection of the works as images of
the self, another common thread in this experience was the viewing of Saskatchewan artist
Wally Dion’s portraits in his solo exhibition, The
Red Worker Series, shown at the MacKenzie Art
Gallery in the Fall of 2008. Both MacNeill students and the Arts Education students viewed
this exhibition.
As part of the educational partnership, Arts
Education students were invited to MacNeill
School to assist Ms. Challice’s class in creating
self-portraits. MacNeill students were asked to
use a looking glass to help them see
themselves as
they appear.
The result of
that encounter was the art
exhibition, and
the blurring of
lines between
students and
teachers.
While assisting
the young students in learning
to draw, the Arts
Education students were learning to see. The
self-portraits created by both
classes reflect the
notion that a portrait is often imbued with more
than a literal representation of self: It is
an expression of an
individual’s personality, and of the colourful
and fanciful nuances that make us all unique.

e s o f p o rt r a i t u r e
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“Oh, What fun it’ll be,
when they see me

through the glass in here,
and can’t get at me!”

~Through the Looking Glass
by Lewis Carroll

Photographed by Don Hall
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NORTEP Pre-Service Teachers
at (E)merging
Professionalism Conference

NORTEP Students: Nathan Ray, Sarah Studer, Christa Daigneault, Jim Searson, Rosina Ray,
Brenna McDonald, Christine Herman, Donald Custer, Vanessa Patterson, Gabriella Noltcho

group of 10 Northern Teacher Education Program (NORTEP) students
from La Ronge gathered for an interview and picture following the 3rd annual
(E)merging Professionalism Conference in
January. Tired enthusiasm passed among
the students as they participated in the
interview. This group of pre-service teachers are the third group of students travelling
from La Ronge to the conference, so I
asked them if the conference had met
their expectations. Their replies were positive. Others who had come before, told
them it was a great experience, and this
group concurred. This was a peak, a highlight, in their experience as pre-service
teachers, said Jim Searson. “In our education courses, and the busyness of student
life, it is easy to get lost with studies and
instructional strategies,” said Vanessa Patterson. “The conference grounds you and
redirects you into professionalism and your
rights and responsibilities as teachers.”
The sessions had great information; they
were “content-rich, with so many choices.”
They were treated, not as students, but as
delegates and professionals. The conference also gave them an awareness of opportunities for participating as presenters,
bringing their own indigenous knowledge
to workshops. The students felt that the
workshops needed a broader context with

information that could be adapted for
communities outside of Regina, such as
La Ronge. The students plans to submit a
proposal for the next conference.

Heads nodded in agreement when Vanessa spoke
of the powerful presentation on professionalism
given by U of R President, Dr. Vianne Timmons.

Adventure Boxes—Students
Learning Through Play
uring the 2009 Winter semester, our
K-5 and Early Childhood preinterns had a special guest teacher,
Brenda Korol, Regina Public School Kindergarten teacher. She introduced the students to “Adventure Boxes” or “Family Literary Boxes” and shared how she develops
and implements these valuable resources
into her kindergarten program. Brenda’s
message was the importance of providing
young children with opportunities to develop literacy skills through play and the
critical role of parents, guardians, and
community members as partners in education. Our pre-interns had fun exploring the
Adventure Boxes that Brenda brought with
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her and many were inspired to create their
own to use in their field experience. One of
the instructors involved, Julie Machnaik,
invites everyone to visit the Bubbleshare
Photo Album (http://
www.bubbleshare.com/album/547343)
and enjoy seeing everyone ‘learning and
creating through play’.
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Retirement

n June
of 2009,
Dr. David
Friesen, Professor of Education, and
Educational
Professional
Studies (EPS)
retired. Dr.
Friesen has
served the
Faculty of Education in a variety of roles: Director of Community-Based Master’s Programs in La Ronge (NORTEP) and Meadow
Lake (North West Regional College) and Coordinator of La Ronge site (2007-2009); Associate Dean, Faculty Development and Human Resources from 2002-2007; Director of
SIDRU from 1999-2002; Chair, EPS Subject
Area from 1995-2000; and also Coordinator,
Professional Development and Field Experiences from 1987-1994.
Dr. Friesen’s many achievements include:
the finalization of the Faculty organizational
structure; the overseeing of the implementation of our website; his work with graduate
students, interns, pre-interns, sessionals, and
his research and scholarship work in the area
of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and teacher education.

In his message of thanks, and reflection to
the faculty, David writes: “I would like to
say thank you to everyone in the Faculty
of Education for being part of 22 great
years that I have experienced here. It's
been 40 years since I first started teaching
and can't imagine having done anything
else. The Faculty of Education has provided me the opportunity to put my gifts
and talents to work for education in Saskatchewan and beyond. But that would
never have happened without collaboration with colleagues and support from a
wonderful staff. I have never been prevented from pursuing my ideas and have
enjoyed the energy of a place where innovation and change are valued. My
greatest treasure is not my CV but the relationships I have been a part of over the
years...with colleagues, support staff, students, teachers, sessionals, school systems, educational partners etc. I trust that
we will still cross paths and recall times of
accomplishment, support and laughter. I
wish you well.”
David looks forward to spending time at
his cabin in northern Saskatchewan, his
grandchildren, and to successful and relaxing fishing trips.

2009 Student Awards

In May 2009, almost $200,000 in scholarships were awarded
to 200 Faculty of Education students.
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Research and Awards
IDRU Educational Research and Professional Development Fund Recipients:
Carol Fulton with Janice Huber &
Julie Machnaik
An Investigation into Implementing Student
Action Projects in Elementary School Classrooms During the Preinternship Year ($1,900)
Xia Ji with Paul Kolenick & Garth Pickard
Sustainability and Higher Education: Teacher
Educators and Preservice Teachers' Understanding of Sustainability and Its Relationship
to Their Professional Practice ($1,600)
Patrick Lewis with Carol Fulton, Janice Huber,
Xia Ji, Joanne Pelletier, & Angelina Weenie
A Pilot Project to Test a Revised Internship
Placement Profile in the Elementary Teacher
Education Program at the University of Regina ($3,500)
Adeela Arshad-Ayaz
Teachers' Use of Media and Technology: An
Exploration of Socioeconomic and Cultural
Factors That Influence Teachers' Attitudes
Towards the Use of Media and Technology in
Education ($2,000) Since Adeela has resigned, this funding will not be used.
Barbara McNeil
Supporting the Literacy Growth of Transient
Elementary School Students: The Case of Extensive and Intensive Instruction ($1,000)
Marc Spooner
Examining Learning-Enhanced Representation of Classroom Interactions: Extending the Learning Community ($2,000)

Fatima Pirbhai-Illich, with Theresa Austin
Developing Curriculum-Based Instructional
and Assessment Instruments for Linguistically
and Culturally Diverse Communities: Multiliteracies in Teacher Education ($2,500)
Larry Steeves with Don Pinay, Shelia CarrStewart, & Lori Whiteman
Phase Two Delivery of Second-Level Services:
A Comparison of the Delivery of SecondLevel Services Within the Yorkton Tribal Council and a Provincial School Division ($2,500)
President’s Fund/SSHRC Grant Recipients:
Adeela Arshad-Ayaz
$4,985.98
Salvador Badali
$1,000.00
Lace Brogden
$1,200.00
Patrick Lewis
$1,200.00
Fatima Pirbhai-Illich
$4,939.30
Marc Spooner
$5,000.00
Andrea Sterzuk
$3,600.00
As a partner in Campus Saskatchewan, the
University of Regina receives funding from the
Ministry of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour for TEL content development, faculty development and support, and
learner support.
Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) Funding
Recipients:
Abu Bockarie

EAHR 201 $30,000

Vi Maeers

ED 870

$15,000

Vi Maeers

EC&I 830

$15,000

James McNinch

ED 890

$15,000

Dr. Heather Ryan ED 800

$15,000

Andrea Sterzuk
Academy Influences on Student Teacher
Beliefs About Language Variation and Literacy Development ($2,000)
Patrick Lewis
The Quality of Outcomes of the Work of SCEP
Centre ($2,000)
Caring Across Professions Conference 2009
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Research and Awards
everal of our colleagues are
among the teams awarded grants
from this year's competition for the
Stirling McDowell Foundation Funding. This
year the Board of Directors authorized
$83,514 to be divided among 11 projects
across the province, bringing the cumulative total of funding since 1994 to more
than a million dollars.
Stirling McDowell Foundation Funding
Recipients:
SUNTEP, First Nations University of Canada
and Regina Board of Education staff, Russell Fayant, Linda Goulet, Sarah Longman,
Joanne Pelletier, Shauneen Pete, & Calvin
Racette will work on a project entitled,
Ochapan: Elders' and Students" Perspectives of the Elders in Residence Program.
($10,369)
Ann Kipling Brown and Norm Yakel, Arts
Education Program, University of Regina as
well as Lisa Lenkart, Principal of Miller Elementary School, & Milissa Gavel, Principal
of Davison Elementary School, Melville, Saskatchewan, are the four team members
working with 20 teachers in the Melville
area on a research project entitled, Professional Development on Individuals Engaged in Pre-service Teacher Education
within a Rural Setting. ($7,965)

tionship this Faculty has with its educational
partners.
eaching and Learning Scholars are
supported in their research into teaching
and learning in higher education by the
Centre for Teaching and Learning at the U of
R.
2009 Teaching and Learning Scholars
Initiative Recipients:
Marc Spooner Proposal entitled, Examining
Inter-institutional Collaborations and Learning-Enhanced Re-presentations of Classroom
Interaction: A Teaching and Learning Initiative ($3,265.86)
Paul Kolenick & Parkland Community College’s, Shawn Stoneham, proposal entitled,
The Cohort Approach to Graduate Studies: Implications and Opportunties($1,625)
Twyla Salm & U of S’s, Sandra Bassendowski,
proposal entitled, Evaluating the Pedagogical Significance of and Instructional Strategy
on Second Life as a Teaching and Learning
Space for Students and Faculty ($3,000)
Xia Ji Proposal entitled, Connecting University Science Learning with Community Energy Education - The Energy Bike Example.
($3,000)

Barbara McNeil is working with Jillian
Wernikowski on a project based in Regina
entitled, Supporting the Literacy Growth of
Transient Elementary School Students.
($7,030)
Those who have received such grants understand that much of the funding is to
cover the cost of replacement teachers
and travel so that teachers can meet to
plan, discuss, and document their research
projects. While the sums involved are relatively modest, the impact of this kind of
school-based research is significant and
serves to highlight the close working rela-

Faculty members who have been with us for 30
years: (from left to right)

Norm Kuntz, Norm Yakel, Meredith Cherland,
Paul Hart, and Cyril Kesten

Research and Awards

his year’s recipient of the Merron
Chorny Award. from the Canadian
Council of Teachers of English Language
Arts was the U of R, Faculty of Education’s,
Valerie Mulholland, PhD.
The MERRON CHORNY AWARD recognizes
those who have made a significant contribution to English Language Arts Education
in Canada as teachers, co-ordinators, administrators or researchers.
n Friday, June 5, Scott Thompson,
PhD, received the Alumni Association Award for
Excellence in Teaching. Thompson, who
teaches in the Faculty of Education,
specializes in inclusive education and
educational psychology. He has a passion for working effectively and inclusively with students
with developmental disabilities. He has
trained teachers how to work with autistic
children and children with other special
needs, how to work with children with developmental disabilities, and how to manage
and support difference and diversity in
schools. When the Ministry of Education required a new certificate program in inclusive
education, to upgrade the qualifications of
practicing teachers, they turned to Thompson for guidance in outlining the course requirements and establishing the content of
those courses. Thompson is well-respected
by his students, peers and supervisors.
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ennifer Tupper, PhD, an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education and
Michael Cappello, a PhD candidate in
the Faculty of Education were awarded the
Canadian Association of Curriculum Studies
Outstanding Publication Award, 2009 for their
article “Teaching Treaties as (Un)Usual Narrative: Disrupting the Curricular Commonsense,” published in Curriculum Inquiry, 38
(5). The article emerged from a SIDRU research
project funded by Saskatchewan Ministry of
Education and the Office of the Treaty Commissioner. It examines the importance of treaty
education for students living in a province entirely ceded through treaty. Specifically, the
article asks and attempts to answer the questions: Why teach treaties? and What is the effect of teaching treaties? Building on research
that explores teachers’ use of a treaty resource
kit, commissioned by the Office of the Treaty
Commissioner in Saskatchewan, the researchers worked with six classrooms representing a
mix of rural, urban and First Nations settings in
an attempt to make sense of what students
understand, know, and feel about treaties,
about First Nations peoples, and about the relationships between First Nations and non-First
Nations peoples in Saskatchewan. The research revealed that, initially, students were
unable to make sense of their province
through the lens of treaty, given the common
sense story of settlement learned through
mandated curricula. Drawing on critical race
theory, the researchers critique curriculum and
its role in maintaining dominance and privilege. The term (un)
usual narrative is used
by the researchers to
describe the potential
of treaty education to
disrupt the common
sense. (Un)usual narratives operate as both
productive and interrogative, helping students to see ‘new’ stories, and make ‘new’
sense of their province
through the lens of treaty. See this article at:
http://www.uregina.ca/research/
stories.shtml#Tupper

Education Students’ Society Project:
fter hearing Atem Kunjok’s presentation
and plans for educational aid to civil wartorn Sudan, The Education Students’ Society (ESS) began making plans to help
Atem in his effort to collect textbooks and
books for schools in the Sudan. As they
worked together to collect books— 50 to
60 boxes of books have been collected—
the students, encouraged by the response
to the drive, saw their vision branch into a
desire to build a school and medical facility in Atem’s home region of Sudan. Thus,
the Schools4Sudan project formed.
The students set their goal to raise $60,000,
the amount needed to build the facilities.
Through a variety of events, BBQs, an Arts
Ed Cabaret, and a walk-a-thon, and over
a period of only 4 months, students were
able to collect $6,300 towards their goal.
During this project, the majority of the ESS
were also in their busy pre-internship Winter
semester and, rather than seeing this as an
obstacle, some raised interest among the
students from their classes. One team participating in the walk-a-thon was from
Winston Knoll math classes.
ESS students involved in the project are
Christine Selinger — Co-President; Lyndsay
Grado — Vice President; Jill Thompson —
Elementary Rep. ; Jamie Klump — Sports
Rep. ; Kelsey O’Byrne — Secondary Rep.;
Cori Saas —Middle Years Rep.; Tasha
Toupin — General Rep., and Brittany Thies
—Public Relations Officer.
“There are plans to continue with this project,” says Kelsey Obyrne, “but the new ESS
will be making that decision.” Atem has
more plans. He is currently working to develop, within the Faculty, a critical awareness of the important role that education
has in community development. He is hoping to create an opportunity for student
field experiences that would bring students
from our faculty into a school in Sudan to
teach. Atem’s goal is to “Make aware;
make a difference.”

