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1. HRI PROFILING SCHOLARSHIP SERIES (8 April)

HRI Goes to First Nations University of Canada  
 
The HRI Profiling Scholarship Series provides a forum for scholars in the 
humanities at the University of Regina to talk informally to colleagues and 
students about their recent work of general interest. Dr. David R. Miller 
has been supported in his research about Edward Ahenakew by a Mellon 
Short Term Resident Fellowship at the American Philosophical Society 
Library, Philadelphia, and by grants from the HRI and the Indian Studies 
Research Centre.  
 
David R. Miller, Associate Professor,  
Dept. of Indigenous Studies, First Nations University of Canada 
 
“Edward Ahenakew’s Representation of Plains Cree Culture: 
Collaborations, Distractions, and Apprehensions”
 
Date: Thursday, 8 April 2004 
Time: 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Where: First Nations University of Canada Building, Student Commons 
area. 
 
Admission free: all are welcome 
Refreshments will be served 
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Humanities Research Institute

“In assessing the authenticity of texts authored by non-western writers, 
the degree to which an author’s voice is recognized rests upon the 
contexts in which the writer produces his contributions. The Plains Cree 
writer and Anglican missionary priest Edward Ahenakew (1885-1961) 
wrote periodically about Cree culture and history, and is best known for 
the volume of his collected writings, Voices of the Plains Cree, which was 
published posthumously in 1973. However, two editors, Paul Wallace and 
Ruth Buck, each in their own way became his collaborators. By examining 
in detail the relationship of Edward Ahenakew with Paul Wallace, the 
degree to which this association resulted in the production and initial 
publication of Ahenakew’s writings about Plains Cree culture is revealed. 
Ahenakew’s authorship is unquestioned, but the text that survives in 
archives and publications is very different from text that left the hand of 
Ahenakew. A comparison of the two texts demonstrates the challenges 
Ahenakew faced as a writer and the nature of his dependence upon 
collaboration.”David R. Miller

----------------------------------------------------------------  

2. HRI SPRING 2004 FUNDING COMPETITION (16 April deadline)

There will be a competition in Spring 2004 for the following HRI award 
programs:

•Teaching Release Awards 

•Research Awards 

•Assistance Awards for Visiting Speakers 

•Travel Awards for Board Members 

•Subvention Awards for Book Publication 

•(*New*) Student Essay Prize 

The deadline for applications to all these programs is 16 April 2004. 
Please consult the HRI website (“Award Programs/Forms”) for all criteria 
documents and forms. 

Please note: There will not be a competition for HRI Student Travel Awards 
in Spring 2004. The next competition for this program will be in early Fall 
2004 (application deadline 31 August 2004) for all students travelling in 
2004 to present papers at refereed scholarly conferences in the 
humanities. Check future HRI Newsletters or the HRI website for further 
details.

---------------------------------------------------------

3. USEFUL HINTS FOR APPLICANTS TO HRI FUNDING  
COMPETITIONS
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At last week’s HRI Intensive Grantsmanship in the Humanities Workshop, 
Ellen Chapco and Philip Charrier, speakers on the “Writing Successful 
Applications for HRI Funding” panel, offered the following useful hints for 
applicants to HRI funding competitions.   

1. Apply in the relevant category.

2. The application should be a “whole world”: there should be no   
issues raised that are not answered or explained. Furthermore,  
all information relevant to the application should be included.

3. Every item/expenditure in the budget should be explained and  
justified.

4. A case needs to be made for why the money/time is needed at   
this juncture in an applicant’s career.

5. All other attempts to secure funding for the project should be  
listed.

6. The use of research assistants needs to be justified and the  
rate of pay made clear.

7. Material should be organized and written with the perspective  
of the reviewers in mind (they are not likely  to be experts in  
the field).

8. Take care when cutting and pasting material from other  
applications to ensure that there are no inconsistencies with  
font size or dates. Efforts to tailor the application to the 
requirements/specific characteristics of the competition  
enhance the overall quality of the application.

9. Double-check your math in the budget section of the  
application.

10. Respect the word limit of the application.  

11. Start early: late applications make a poor impression.  

12. A final word to the wise: Have your application read by a  
colleague before you submit it.

----------------------------------------------------------

4. HRI ADJUDICATION COMMITTEE
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Due to an unforeseen commitment, Jeanne Shami will be unable to chair 
the HRI Adjudication Committee in the coming year. Ellen Chapco, the 
chair in 2003-04, has very kindly agreed to take her place. The HRI 
Adjudication will consist of (Chair) Ellen Chapco (University Secretary/
French), Sheila Petty (Media Production and Studies), and Carol Schick 
(Education). 

-----------------------------------------------------------

For further information about any of the above items, or to submit 
information to the HRI Newsletter, please contact:

Nicholas Ruddick, Director, 
Humanities Research Institute 
University of Regina 

AH 369 
3737 Wascana Parkway 
Regina, SK 
Canada S4S 0A2  

Phone: 306-585-4304 
Fax: 306-585-5429
E-mail: nicholas.ruddick@uregina.ca 
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