
 

 
 

 

NUMBER 29 – TUESDAY 2 JUNE 2008 
 

 
Bulletin distribution extended 
 
The Faculty of Arts Weekly Bulletin for Department Heads began life some months ago as a means of 
communicating information to department heads and program co-ordinators throughout this diverse 
Faculty. Since then, the distribution list has grown to a point at which we thought it appropriate to reach 
out to a still broader readership.  
 
To keep as many people as possible informed about activities in the Faculty, with the present issue we 
are therefore extending distribution to all academic and staff members of the Faculty, as well as friends 
inside and outside the University, and have renamed the publication Weekly Bulletin of the Faculty of Arts.  
We hope that all readers find the Weekly Bulletin a useful snapshot of activities, events, and initiatives in 
which the Faculty and its members are involved.  

 
 

New Community Research Unit Coordinator 
 

The Faculty welcomes Yolanda Hansen as the new co-ordinator for the 
Community Research Unit, effective 1 June 2008. Yolanda is completing 
her MA in justice studies, and has extensive experience working with 
community-based organizations such as the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives and Amnesty International. In her new role, Yolanda will be 
meeting with representatives of CBOs to determine their research needs 
and to make recommendations to the CRU Working Group on potential 

matches with faculty and graduate student expertise in Arts.  Please take a moment to introduce 
yourselves to Yolanda. 
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Web Mark Entry: important 
 
The Vice-President (Academic) has asked deans to ensure all instructors are aware that they alone are 
responsible for entering grades in Web Mark Entry. Providing others with their User ID and PIN 
number to enter and submit grades is unacceptable. 
 
Any instructors in the Faculty of Arts with questions about their responsibility for entering grades in 
Web Mark Entry should contact Dr Kleer at 4772 or rick.kleer@uregina.ca. Questions regarding 
misplaced User IDs or forgotten PINs should be directed to the Registrar’s Office. 

 
 

 
Academic searches planned for 2008-09 
 
The following academic searches have been authorized and are planned for the Faculty of Arts this year. 
Advertisements are now being drawn up; web and print ads will begin to appear within the next month. 
 

Department Search Rank Notes 
ECON Tenure-track LEC/ASTP Previously authorized; filled for 2008-09 with term appointment 
ENGL Tenure-track LEC/ASTP Replacement position 

INTL ST Tenure-track LEC/ASTP First appointment in this area 
JRN Tenure-track INST II/III Replacement position; lab instructor for print journalism 
PSCI Tenure-track LECT/ASTP Replacement position 
PSYC Tenure-track ASTP Replacement position 
PSYC Tenure-track ASTP Replacement position 

SOC/SOST Tenure-track LECT/ASTP Replacement position 
 

INTL LANGS Term INST II Replacement for secondment outside the Faculty 
SOC/SOST Term LECT/ASTP Replacement for secondment outside the Faculty 

 
Please note that list may subsequently be modified as circumstances dictate. 

 
 
 

News of faculty members and students 
 

Dr Siu Chow, who retires from the Department of Psychology this month after a professorial tenure in 
the Faculty of Arts that began in 1988, has been granted the title Professor Emeritus of Psychology by 
President Tomkins … Dr Joe Piwowar, Canada Research Chair in Geomatics and Sustainability 
(GEOG), has published “The Derivation of an Arctic Sea Ice Normal through Temporal Mixture 
Analysis of Satellite Imagery” in International Journal of Applied Earth Observations and Geoinformation, 10 
(2008), pp. 92-108, and, with C P Derksen, “Spatial-Temporal Variability of Northern Hemisphere Sea 
Ice Concentrations and Concurrent Atmospheric Teleconnections,” in Journal of Environmental Informatics, 
11/2 (2008), pp. 103-122 … on 3 June, Dr Piwowar will present the paper “20 Metre Bio-Physical 
Variability of the Northern Mixedgrass Prairie” at the 29th Canadian Symposium on Remote Sensing / 
10th International Circumpolar Remote Sensing Symposium in Whitehorse, YT … remaining with 
GEOG for a moment, seven faculty members and three graduate students attended the 58th annual 
meeting of the Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) held at Université Laval, Quebec, 19 to 24 
May … Christina Canart (MA candidate) presented “The effectiveness of agricultural programming: a 
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Manitoba/Saskatchewan case study comparison” … Dr Ben Cecil presented “Technological capacity 
building and the development of 'Innovation Space' among information and communication technology 
sector firms” … Suzan Lapp (PhD student) presented “Simulating future GCM climate moisture 
variability validated with observed and dendroclimatic records” … Dr Alec Paul presented “The 
disappearing railroad blues: the Saskatchewan/USA prairie borderlands” … Dr David Sauchyn 
presented “Tree-ring reconstructions of streamflow from Alberta’s eastern slopes: results and 
applications” as well as “Climate change impacts and adaptation in the Canadian prairies” … Jessica 
Vanstone (MSc candidate) presented “Dendrochronological assessment of Quercus macrocarpa in 
southeastern Saskatchewan” … Dr Randy Widdis presented “Looking at Saskatchewan through a 
liminal lens” … also at Laval, Dr Widdis and Dr Bernie Thraves, head of GEOG, attended meetings 
of the National Executive of Canadian Association of Geographers …  
 
Dr Marcel DeCoste (ENGL) recently returned from the Harry Ransom Center in Austin, TX, where 
on 24 May he delivered a paper entitled “Temptations of the Craftsman in Middle-Age: Diabolical Art 
and Christian Vocation in The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold” to the second conference of the international 
Waugh Society … Drs Thomas Hadjistavropoulos (PSYC), Donald Sharpe (PSYC), and Bryan 
Hillis (RLST/Luther) have contributed to the following recent publications:  Aubin, M., Verreault, R., 
Savoie, M., LeMay, S., Hadjistavropoulos, T. Fillion, L.,  Beaulieu, M., Viens, C., Bergeron, R., Vézina, 
L., Misson, L., Fuchs- Lacelle, S. (2008). “Validité et utilité clinique d’une grille d’observation 
(PACSLAC-F) pour évaluer la douleur chez des aînés atteints de démence vivant en milieu de soins de 
longue durée”  Canadian Journal on Aging/La Revue canadienne du vieillissement 27, 45-55; Green, S., 
Hadjistavropoulos, T. & Sharpe, D. (2008), “Client personality characteristics predict satisfaction with 
cognitive behavior therapy,” Journal of Clinical Psychology, 64, 40-51; Malloy, D.C., Williams, J., 
Hadjistavropoulos, T.,  Krishnan, B., Jeyaraj, M., Fahey McCarthy, E., Murakamim M., Paholpak, S., 
Mafukidze, J. & Hillis, B. (2008),  “Ethical decision-making about older adults and moral intensity: An 
international study of physicians,”  Journal of Medical Ethics, 34, 285-296 … Dr G J G Asmundson 
(PSYC) has contributed to the following recent publications: Asmundson, G. J. G., Carleton, R. N., 
Bovell, C., & Taylor, S. (2008), “Comparison of unitary and multidimensional models of the Whiteley 
Index in a nonclinical sample: Implications for understanding and assessing health anxiety,” Journal of 
Cognitive Psychotherapy, 22, 87-96; Taylor, S., Jang, K. L., Stein, M. B., & Asmundson, G. J. G. (2008), “A 
behavioral-genetic analysis of health anxiety: Implications for the  Cognitive-Behavioral Model of health 
anxiety,” Journal of Cognitive Psychotherapy, 22, 143-153; Woods, M., & Asmundson, G. J. G. (2008), 
“Evaluating the efficacy of graded in vivo exposure for the treatment of fear in patients with chronic 
back pain: A randomized controlled clinical trial,” Pain, 136, 271-280 … Dr Asmundson, with doctoral 
candidate Nicholas Carleton (PSYC), also gave the following symposia at the 28th Annual Canadian 
Pain Society Conference, Victoria, BC, 27-30 May: Asmundson, G. J. G., & Carleton, R. N., “Is the 
autonomic nervous system compromised in patients with chronic musculoskeletal pain and does 
negative emotionality play a role?” In R. N. Carleton (Chair), Pain-related anxiety and fear as key factors 
of the pain experience: New research into the development, maintenance, and treatment of pain; 
Carleton, R. N., Asmundson, G. J. G., Antony, M. M., & McCabe, R. E., “Evaluating fear of pain across 
anxiety and depressive disorders: Response patterns to the PASS-20,” in R. N. Carleton (Chair), Pain-
related anxiety and fear as key factors of the pain experience: new research into the development, 
maintenance, and treatment of pain …  
 
MA candidates Gitte Jenson (PSYC) and John Fraser Needham (PSCI) have been awarded Queen 
Elizabeth II Scholarships for Parliamentary Studies for 2008-9 … these scholarships are valued at 
$10,000 and are supported by the Government of Saskatchewan … … Dr Henry Chow (SOC/SOST) 
will present two papers at the meetings of the Canadian Association of Sociology in Vancouver: 
“Exploring the Determinants of Public Perceptions of the Criminal Justice System” and “Disentangling 
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the Factors Affecting University Students' Well-being and Academic Performance” …  Dr. Chow will 
then travel to the University of Calgary, where he is an adjunct professor, to teach Sociology 325: 
Deviance and Social Control … SOC MA student Garry Ewart will present a paper in the panel 
“Revisioning Self, Revisioning Health Care” at the Conference on Qualitative Research, St. Thomas 
More College, University of Saskatchewan, June 3 and 4 … the paper is entitled “Saskatchewan 
Children's Dental Plan: Is it time for renewal?" … Arok Wolvengrey (Head, Indian Languages, 
Literatures, and Linguistics/FNUniv) delivered a full-day workshop on the “Standard Roman 
Orthography for Cree" to teachers piloting the Gift of Language and Culture Cree program for the Lac 
La Ronge Indian Band, in La Ronge on 30 May… on 6 June he will next travel to Edmonton to take 
part as an invited participant in the research project “Pîkiskwâtitowina (Conversations)”, an investigation 
of Cree language use and the conflicts that impede indigenous language use and survival, being 
undertaken by the Faculties of Native Studies and Law at the University of Alberta … at the Canadian 
Association of Latin American and Caribbean Studies Conference in Vancouver, 5-7 June,  Professor 
Salvador Alfaro (SOC/SOST) presented a paper entitled “Youth Violence in El Salvador: the Gang 
Phenomenon and the State Response.” 

 
 
 

Success in President’s Fund and SSHRC General Research Fund Competitions 
 
The following Arts faculty members were successful in securing funding in the May 2008 competition 
for the President’s Fund and SSHRC General Research Fund: 

 
Dr Yuan Ren (RLST) for the project “Buddhist Development Along the ‘Silk Road’” 
 
Drs Christian Riegel (ENGL/Campion), and Katherine Robinson and Katherine Arbuthnott 
(PSYC/Campion) for the project “Literacy Language, Cognition and the New Media—Adaptation or 
Change?” 
 
Dr Jeremy Rayner (Head, PSCI) for the project “A Comparison of Policy Design, Policy Network, 
and Transition Management Approaches to Climate Change Adaptation in Forest Policy” 
 
Dr Henry Chow (SOC/SOST) for the project “Embracing Multi-cultural Canada:  An Exploratory 
Study of Attitudes toward Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism” 
 
In addition, the following Arts members were successful in securing conference funding through the 
President’s Fund competitions, both in May and last fall: 

 
Drs Cristina Ionescu (PHIL/Campion), Ann Ward (PHIL/Campion) and Lee Ward (PSCI, 
Campion) were all successful in their applications for travel to the 11th International Conference of the 
International Society for the Study of European Ideas, Language, and Scientific Imagination in Finland. 
Cristina’s paper is entitled “Persuading Necessity and the Doctrine of the Mean in Plato’s Timaeus”; 
Ann’s paper is “The Immortality of the Soul and the Origin of the Cosmos in Plato’s Phaedo,” and Lee’s 
paper is “John Locke and the Problematic Relation between Moral and Natural Philosophy” … Dr 
Robert Piercy (PHIL/Campion) received funding for travel to the World Congress of Philosophy in 
Korea, where he will give his paper entitled “Ricoeur, Rorty and the Identity of Philosophy.” 
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Holidays 
 

As we near the summer holiday season, faculty members are reminded of the need to provide Heads 
with written notice of their holiday plans. Article 23.2.2 of the Collective Agreement deals with the use of 
vacation time for members of the academic staff. Section 4.5.2 of the Faculty Handbook is also germane: 
 

Faculty members (Department Heads) who will be absent from campus on 
vacation are to make appropriate arrangements with their Department Head 
(Dean) and confirm them in writing, indicating the period of absence and where 
they can be contacted. It is the responsibility of the Department to keep accurate 
records of vacation use and entitlement. 

 
 

 
Spring convocation, 2008  
 
Convocation ceremonies are scheduled for Wednesday 4 June (FGSR, Business, Engineering, 
Kinesiology), Thursday 5 June (Arts, Fine Arts, Science), and Friday 6 June (CCE, Education, Social 
Work) … all Arts department and program heads are urged to attend at least one day, and to encourage 
their department members to do the same …. 
 
Listed below are the degrees and certificates conferred in the Faculty of Arts as of 20 May.  
 

JANUARY 2008  MAY 2008 
Bachelor of Arts 65  Bachelor of Arts 149 
Bachelor of Arts Honours 2  Bachelor of Arts Honours 51 
Bachelor of Human Justice 3  Bachelor of Arts in Journalism 15 
Bachelor of Arts in Police Studies 1  Bachelor of Journalism 7 
Bachelor of Arts Honours Certificate 2  Bachelor of Arts in Police Studies 3 
Certificate in Economics 17  Bachelor of Health Studies 3 
Certificate in German 1  Bachelor of Human Justice 20 
Certificate in Japanese 2  Certificat en français langue seconde 3 
Certificate in Spanish 2  Certificate in Economics 31 
Certificate in Criminal and Restorative 
Justice (Corrections and Public Safety) 

1  Certificate in German 1 

Total 96  Certificate in Indian Communication Arts 2 
   Certificate in Japanese 1 
   Certificate in Spanish 1 
   Total 287 

 
 

 
Student Services closure 

 
The Arts Student Services Office in CL 411 will be closed Monday 9 June for a staff retreat. The office 
will be re-opening, as usual, at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday 10 June. 
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From WebCT to Moodle  
 
In Bulletin #17 (11 March) we noted the University’s intention to replace the WebCT course 
management system with the intriguingly-named Moodle (for a brief overview, visit 
http://moodle.org/). Here is an update from Vi Maeers, Director of the Centre for Teaching and 
Learning: 

 
The course management system currently in use at the University of Regina (WebCT) is to be 
replaced with a new software solution called Moodle. Project planning is currently underway for 
the implementation of the new software including a transition plan for conversion of courses 
from WebCT to Moodle.   
 
Some of you may be aware that the software was recently installed and a small number of 
courses were converted to Moodle as part of the pilot phase of the project. Please note that the 
new system will be referred as 'UR Courses'. Over the next year, the goal is to phase out use of 
WebCT as classes are converted to UR Courses. 
 
More details about the project and how and when to obtain training for UR Courses will be 
published in a few weeks.  Please note that training for UR Courses is anticipated to be available 
starting in mid-July. 
 
If you have questions about this project, please contact the Centre for Teaching and Learning at 
337-2400. 

 
 
 

First graduates from the Bachelor of Health Studies program 

 
From the Leader-Post, Tuesday 3 June 2008, page A5 

Program has first graduates 
By KERRY BENJOE 

  
This year’s spring convocation ceremonies at the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) will see 
its first graduates from the bachelor of health studies (BHS) program. 
    “It’s so exciting. It’s really rewarding,” said Carrie Bourassa about the first four BHS graduates. “I’m 
so proud of all of them. I can’t stress that enough.” 
    Bourassa, assistant professor in the FNUniv science department, was one of the founding members 
of the unique program. She has taught indigenous health studies at FNUniv for the past eight years. 
    Bourassa along with the U of R’s dean of kinesiology and dean of arts developed the program. Two 
years ago the BHS program was launched and took its first intake of students. 
    “It’s unique because it’s interdisciplinary and it’s one of only two programs in all of Canada that 
actually focuses on population health needs and really prioritizes indigenous health needs,” said 
Bourassa. 
    “The health status of indigenous people around the world, particularly here in Canada, is not 
comparable to the non-aboriginal population. We use a health-determinants approach to examine those 
gaps and understand why that is occurring so we can address those issues from a variety of areas.” 
    She believes this is an area that has been overlooked for far too long. Bourassa said nurses, doctors 
and medical clinicians are required but there’s also a need for a health infrastructure support system. 

http://moodle.org/
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“We need the people who are going to offer and co-ordinate programs and sort of be in the community, 
we need policy analysts and we need researchers — we need all those people too. This program really 
tries to fill that need that is there,” said Bourassa. 
    Sheila Mann from the Peepeekisis First Nation is proud to be one of the first BHS graduates. She 
decided to enter the program because of her passion to make real and lasting health changes for First 
Nations people. 
    “With this degree right now, I see this as the way to help my people and any other marginalized 
people in Canada,” said Mann. 
    “Because it’s based on the biological, social and environmental issues, I took in a lot of information 
about the problems surrounding First Nations people in Canada and especially in Saskatchewan. I think 
I have a better vision of the problems there are now.” 
    She said aboriginal people are at a higher risk for diabetes, HIV/AIDS, and suicide and would like to 
do something to change this. 
    “I want to help my own people through health research and policy,” said Mann. 
    In addition to being one of the first graduates of the BHS program, she is also one of the first 
graduates of the FNUniv STAR program, which is an adult entrance program. 
    Fellow graduate Bonnie Rogers from the Buffalo River Dene Nation said she’s proud to be one of 
the program’s first graduates and hopes the degree will open doors for her. She’s willing to go wherever 
employment is available but she’d like to work with indigenous peoples. 
    “I hope that I can do some meaningful work and hopefully make a difference,” said Rogers. “I’m 
interested in community-based research programs, community development and wellness.” 
The other two graduates of the program are Robyn Desnomie and Lindsay Auger. 

 
 


