
President’s Message - July 2011 
 
According to the calendar, last week’s summer solstice officially marked the beginning of 
another Saskatchewan summer. That’s hard to believe, considering the unusually wet weather 
we’ve endured this past month. My thoughts and best wishes go out to all those affected by 
flooding in the province. We were impacted ourselves when, on June 17, the main and College 
Avenue campuses had to be closed due to excessive rain and the threat of sewer backup. 
 
Closing the University was disruptive for a large number of faculty members, staff and students 
alike – something that made me think about a common misconception people have about 
universities. There is a long-held belief among many members of the general public that during 
the summer months, the activity around the University of Regina grinds to a near halt. This is 
simply not so. 
 
The University of Regina is a 12-month-a-year campus. While it is true that the number of 
students on campus declines at this time of year, it’s also true that the decrease allows us to open 
our doors to the community at large. 
 
One of the key differences you see at the University during summer is the number of elementary 
and high-school students on campus. Young people from all over southern Saskatchewan make 
the University of Regina their summer destination of choice. In the weeks to come, hundreds of 
youth will arrive for the summer camps offered on campus. Programs like the Summer Sports 
Camp, Summer Performing Arts Creative Experience (SPACE) Camp, Cougar Athletic Camp or 
EYES (Educating Youth in Engineering & Science) provide great summer activities for young 
people. The camps often provide the first taste of the University environment for young campers. 
These positive early experiences bring many of them back to campus to study when the time 
comes for them to choose a post-secondary institution.  
 
While the hallways and outdoor areas of campus are generally scattered with youth camps, that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t academic programming taking place during the summer months as well. 
Many students use the spring/summer semesters to accelerate their studies or get a jump on 
graduation. This year, the number of students taking summer/spring credit courses is up by just 
over six percent from a year ago. The Centre for Continuing Education has experienced a similar 
increase in enrolment in its spring/summer programs, ensuring that the College Avenue campus 
remains a bee hive of activity. The main campus is also filled with ESL students who have come 
from all over the world to study English at the University of Regina. 
 
Since there are students on campus at this time of year, there are naturally faculty members who 
are busy in the classroom as well. Those who aren’t teaching summer classes can most often be 
found working on their research, preparing for fall classes, or tucked away in their offices 
writing academic publications. Additionally, a number of our Arts faculty members are involved 
in Profs in the City, a summer-long lecture series of fun and interactive public talks in downtown 
Regina. 
 
The campus at this time of year is often the temporary home of a good number of conferences 
and professional gatherings, and this summer is no exception. We have already played host to the 
Canadian Network for Environmental Education and Communication conference and the annual 
Workshop for Instruction in Library Use, both held in early June. Later in the month, the 



Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit along with the Indigenous 
Peoples' Health Research Centre and the Prairie HIV Community-Based Research Program held 
their Community-Based Health Research Summer Institute. 
 
We’ve also shared some great research funding news through a couple of significant press 
conferences early this summer. Early in June it was announced that David Sauchyn, senior 
research scientist at the Prairie Adaptation Research Collaborative, and his research team were 
the recipients of $1.25 million in funding to study how climate change will impact the Prairies, 
especially the agricultural and Indigenous communities. In mid-June came the announcement 
that Luther College psychology professor Mary Hampton has been awarded a $1 million grant 
from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council to conduct research into intimate 
partner violence. 
 
As you can see, the University of Regina is truly a 12-month-a-year institution.  
 
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the young gridiron hopefuls staying at the Luther College 
residence during Saskatchewan Roughriders’ training camp. The players trying to crack the 
green and white lineup only add to the excitement on campus at this time of year. 
 
Whatever it is you find yourself up to this summer – whether it’s going to a Rider game, taking 
or teaching a course, taking a road trip, or getting away from it all at the lake – take the time to 
enjoy every minute of it.  
 
Happy summer! 
 
Vianne Timmons 
President and Vice-Chancellor 


