
President’s Message – October 2012 

We are only about a month into the new academic year at the University of Regina and already there are 
many noteworthy things to report. The lovely fall has coincided with numerous events that have 
recognized the excellence of many of our students, faculty members and alumni.  

Just last week, we celebrated the accomplishments of several of our most distinguished University of 
Regina alumni at the 2012 Alumni Crowning Achievement Awards. This year’s event proved to be one of 
the most popular gala celebrations we have hosted since the alumni recognition program was expanded in 
2005. More than 250 people attended the event at Innovation Place on September 27 to watch us honour 
five recipients:  

- William (Bill) Knight BA’69, BEd’70 (Lifetime Achievement Award);  

- Dr. Nevan Krogan BScHon’97, MSC’99 (Distinguished Professional Achievement); 

- Vera Tourangeau BEd (INDEd)’90 (Distinguished Humanitarian and Community Service);  

- Victor Thomas BBA’07, MAdmin’11 (Dr. Robert and Norma Ferguson Award for Outstanding 
Service); and  

- Phoebe De Ciman Haugen BA’03 (Outstanding Young Alumnus).  

These five individuals are outstanding representatives of the more than 60,000 University of Regina 
alumni who live in every corner of the globe, are involved in every imaginable enterprise, and contribute 
in meaningful ways to make ours a better world. Congratulations to all the recipients, and thank you to all 
those who attended and helped organize this most special event.  
 
This is also a time to recognize some of our faculty members have been honoured by other organizations 
in recent weeks. Dr. Greg Marchildon, a professor at the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public 
Policy (JSGS), has been elected Fellow in the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences, the highest 
recognition for health scientists and health system scholars in Canada.  
 
Dr. Marchildon is one of the University’s most respected scholars. A Canada Research Chair in Public 
Policy and Economic History, he has conducted pioneering work on health system performance and 
health policy. His international reputation stems in part from such achievements as his position as 
executive director of The Commission on the Future of Health Care in Canada and his book Health 
Systems in Transition: Canada.  

As a Fellow in the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences, Dr. Marchildon is part of a national team of 
leading health scholars providing informed assessment of urgent issues affecting the health of Canadians. 
He joins Dr. Thomas Hadjistavropoulos, a member of the University’s Department of Psychology, who is 
also a Fellow in the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences. 

Another member of the team at the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy also earned an 
award recently. Dr. Ken Rasmussen, the associate director of JSGS, received the 2012 Pierre De Celle 
Award for excellence in teaching public administration by the Institute of Public Administration of 
Canada. Dr. Rasmussen received the award in St. John’s, Newfoundland in late August for his innovative 
teaching and his dedication to improving public administration education. In addition to his role as 
professor and associate director of JSGS, Dr. Rasmussen is the founding director of JSGS, and the 
president of the Canadian Association of Programs in Public Administration. 



Dr. Sarah Abbott, an associate professor in the Department of Media Production and Studies, was recently 
awarded the 2012 Lieutenant Governor's Arts Awards for Arts and Learning at a gala celebration in 
Saskatoon. A dedicated, compassionate teacher, Dr. Abbott is known for creating an ambitious film 
production class that brings together her students with seasoned industry professionals for a tremendous 
hands-on filmmaking experience. The model has yielded two critically-acclaimed films that have ignited 
a great deal of community discussion: Out In the Cold (2008) and This Time Last Winter (2010). Dr. 
Abbott was also the driving force behind the founding of the Aboriginal film festival, mispon – A 
Celebration of Indigenous Filmmaking. 

Early autumn is also the time of our annual fall Convocation, when our graduates receive their degrees, 
certificates and diplomas. Distinguishing themselves by their academic accomplishments, two remarkable 
students will be among those honoured on October 20.  

Ashley Major will receive the President's Medal, awarded to a student receiving a first degree who has 
demonstrated academic excellence as well as major leadership in and commitment to extra-curricular 
activities. She is graduating with a Bachelor of Human Justice with Great Distinction and International 
designation through Campion College.  
 
Ashley has consistently appeared on the Dean’s List and has received several academic awards in each 
year of her studies. She is a tireless volunteer as well, offering her time to Transition House, Food Bank, 
and Five Days for the Homeless. Ashley also inspires others to get involved in the community in her roles 
as U of R ambassador, head of volunteer and education committees and assistant in Residence Services, 
and president of the Justice Studies Students’ Society.   

Adam Dubé is the recipient of the President’s Distinguished Graduate Student Award. Throughout his 
graduate program, Adam maintained an average of over 90 per cent – the highest among psychology 
graduates. Adam has received many prestigious awards and scholarships, including a SSHRC Joseph-
Armand Bombardier CGS Program Doctoral Scholarship, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
Dean’s Scholarship, and the Governor General’s Academic Gold Medal. Adam has also published eight 
papers in peer-reviewed journals and has presented his research at international conferences. 

Congratulations again to all the award winners mentioned here, and to the many others connected to the 
University of Regina who have recently received honours, awards or formal acknowledgement of their 
work. Whether you are a student, faculty or staff member, or a member of our growing number of alumni, 
on behalf of the entire University community, thank you for your dedication and commitment to 
excellence. Your recognition is well-deserved, and shines a positive light on all of us associated with the 
University of Regina.  

Sincerely, 

Vianne Timmons, 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
 


