
 

 
 

 

NUMBER 30 – TUESDAY 10 JUNE 2008 
 

 
Report from the meeting of University Senate, Wednesday 4 June 2008 
and from Spring Convocation, Wednesday 4 – Friday 6 June 2008 

 
At its meeting on 4 June, the Senate affirmed its representation to the Faculties for the 2008-09 
academic year. Representatives to the Faculty of Arts include Dr Paulette Brooks, Linda Bumbac, 
Malcolm French, David Howie, and Sonja Susut. The BSc in economics received final approval. 
 
At Convocation ceremonies on Wednesday 4 June, the degree of PhD in sociology and social studies 
was awarded to Dr Carrie Bourassa (FNUniv). The title of her dissertation is “Destruction of the 
Métis Nation: Health Consequences.” Co-supervisors were Dr John Conway and Dr Bob Stirling, 
professor emeritus of sociology and social studies. Dr Katherine Owens was awarded the PhD in 
clinical psychology. Her dissertation is entitled “The Modified Stroop Task as a Clinical Tool for the 
Assessment of Health Anxiety”; her co-supervisors were Dr Thomas Hadjistavropoulos and Dr 
Gordon Asmundson. Dr Allison Rossiter was awarded the PhD in psychology; her dissertation is 
entitled “Development of a Midwife-Mother Relationship Questionnaire (MMRQ),” and her research 
was supervised by Dr Donald Sharpe. MAs were awarded to Mosab Bajaber (ENGL, course option), 
Kelsey Collimore (PSYC, supervised by Dr Asmundson), Theresa Fitzgerald (PSYC, supervised by 
Dr T Hadjistavropoulos), Adam Dubé (PSYC, supervised by Dr K Robinson), Susan Dusel (ENGL, 
supervised by Dr Marcel DeCoste), Trish Elliott (Media Studies, supervised by Dr S Petty), Paol 
Hadden (SOC, supervised by Dr W Stahl), Janelle Hippe (SOC, supervised by Dr J Jaffe), Jennifer 
Janzen (PSYC, supervised by Dr H Hadjistavropoulos), Mauricio Salazar (GEOG, co-supervised by 
Dr D Gauthier and Dr J Piwowar), Lorinda Jones (ENGL, course option), Bridget Keating 
(interdisciplinary, co-supervised by Dr R Rogers and Dr C Robertson), Kathryn MacLennan (ENGL, 
supervised by Dr W Howard), Jennifer Ruddy (PSCI, supervised by Dr J Green), Phillip Sevigny 
(PSYC, supervised by Dr L Loutzenhiser), and Amy Stevenson (ENGL, supervised by Dr C Riegel). 
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The degree of MSc in GEOG was awarded to Katherine Legault; her co-supervisors were Dr A Paul 
and Dr U Hardenbicker.  
 
At ceremonies on Thursday 5 June, undergraduate degrees and certificates in the Faculty were awarded 
(for statistics, see last week’s bulletin). The recipient of the Governor General’s Academic Silver Medal 
and the S E Stewart Award was Selena Erin Hodsman, graduating with a BA Hons in PSYC (high 
honours, co-op designation). Ms Hodsman’s grade point average was 93.95%. While completing her 
degree, Ms Hodsman worked with the acquired brain injury programs of the Saskatchewan Abilities 
Council and the Wascana Rehabilitation Centre. She is active in community efforts to promote healthy 
lifestyles for Regina youth. Ms Hodsman will begin doctoral studies in clinical neuropsychology at the 
University of Windsor in the fall. 
 
As noted on page 2 of the 6 May edition of the Weekly Bulletin, Alumni Association Awards for 
Excellence went to Dr Susan Johnston (ENGL), Dr John Conway (SOC), and Dr Polo Diaz 
(SOC), for their extraordinary success in teaching, public service, and research. More information on 
these colleagues and their awards will be found in the current issue of the Faculty magazine Arts & 
Minds, which is available online at http://www.uregina.ca/arts/artsminds/index.html.  
 
None of the many activities associated with Convocation could happen without a great deal of behind-
the-scenes hard work on the part of our staff. Here are the people on whom the Faculty of Arts depends 
for a successful, smooth-running Convocation: 
 

o Tatum Cruise leads the initiative, making phone calls to ineligible students, and liaising with 
Heads and federated colleges on the essentials of process and timelines to enable excellent 
student service. 

o Ara Steininger dedicated evenings and weekends to processing files and following up with 
students, Departments, and federated colleges.  

o Diane Mullan became our primary student advisor during the month and so maintained our 
advising services to students during this time of constrained resources. 

o Gayleen Bailey contributed on weekends to processing grad files, while also balancing 
responsibility for prompt Academic Action (placing students on probation, imposing RTDs, 
removing students from probation and allowing some to continue). 

o Connie Novitski became our Banner graduation guru by entering nearly all the information 
into Banner and ensuring its accuracy. She also generated reports to help us ensure we missed 
nobody. 

o Pam Splett assisted with preparations at the ceremony while balancing regular front counter 
duties with those for academic action. 

o Jessica Jakubowski, our Co-op student, assisted Connie in entering data into Banner, 
particularly for the federated colleges. 

o Christine Brown was largely responsible for maintaining front counter services during the 
weeks of Convocation preparations, but she also had another significant role: that of graduand, 
receiving the degree of BA Hons with honours in economics on Thursday the 5th. 
Congratulations, Christine! 

 
Overseeing the whole operation is Kevin O’Brien, our Academic Program Co-ordinator. Our thanks to 
these very hardworking staff members for their contributions.  

 
 
 

http://www.uregina.ca/arts/artsminds/index.html
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Department headships in the Faculty of Arts 
 
After consultation in committee with members of the respective departments, the Dean has 
recommended to the University the following appointments to Headships in the Faculty of Arts. The 
appointments take effect on 1 July: 
 

                 
 
                                  Dr Lane                        Dr Thraves                        Dr Wilson 

 
The Faculty of Arts welcomes these colleagues to their roles as Heads and members of the Dean’s 
Executive Committee, and wishes them the best for their terms of office. For 2008-09, DEC comprises: 
 

Lynn Wells, PhD (Western)  Associate Dean of Arts (Research and Graduate) 
Richard Kleer, PhD (Toronto)  Associate Dean of Arts (Undergraduate) 
Emmanuel Aito, PhD (Dalhousie)  Head, Department of French 
Leona Anderson, PhD (McMaster)  Head, Department of Religious Studies 
William Asikinack, MEd (Regina)  Head, Department of Indigenous Studies (FNUniv) 
Thomas Bredohl, PhD (Toronto)  Head, Department of History 
Marcia Calkowski, PhD (UBC)  Head, Department of Anthropology 
John Conway, PhD (Simon Fraser)  Head, Department of Sociology & Social Studies 
Mitch Diamantopoulos, MA (Regina)  Head, School of Journalism 
Nicholas Jones, PhD (Calgary)  Co-ordinator, Police Studies Program 
Wendee Kubik, PhD (Regina)  Co-ordinator, Women’s Studies Program 
Dorothy Lane, PhD (Queen’s)  Head, Department of English 
James Mulvale, PhD (McMaster)  Head, Department of Justice Studies 
Nilgun Onder, PhD (York)  Co-ordinator, International Studies Program 
Bruce Plouffe, PhD (McGill)  Head, Department of International Languages 
Jeremy Rayner, PhD (UBC)  Head, Department of Political Science 
Donald Sharpe, PhD (Manitoba)  Co-coördinator, Health Studies Program 
William Smythe, PhD (Toronto)  Head, Department of Psychology 
Eldon Soifer, DPhil (Oxford)  Head, Department of Philosophy & Classics 
Bernard Thraves, PhD (Manitoba)   Head, Department of Geography 
Stuart Wilson, PhD (Queen’s)   Head, Department of Economics 
Arok Wolvengrey, MA (Manitoba)  Head, Department of Indian Literatures, Languages, 
              & Linguistics (FNUniv) 

 
The Faculty owes a large debt of gratitude to our two outgoing Heads, Dr Cameron Louis of the 
Department of English and Dr Gary Tompkins of the Department of Economics, for their years of 
leadership. 
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News of faculty members and students 
 

At the Joint Meeting of the American Law and Society Association and the Canadian Law and Society 
Association in Montreal, Professor Margot Hurlbert (SOC/JS) presented a paper titled “The Multiple 
Legal Spaces of Water Law and Governance in Saskatchewan and Alberta” … at the Congress of 
Humanities and Social Sciences in Vancouver, Professor Hurlbert was a discussant for the panel on 
Experiences and Views of Crime and, with Dr Harry Diaz (SOC/CPRC), presented the paper 
“Institutional Adaptive Capacity: Water Governance in the South Saskatchewan River Basin” … at the 
21st conference of the Association for the Advancement of Baltic Studies (AABS) at Indiana University 
(Bloomington, 29 May-1 June), Dr Gediminas Lankauskas (ANTH) presented a paper called 
“Sighting and Savouring the Soviet in Lithuania,” chaired a panel on “The Baltic between the Wars,” 
and introduced a new documentary titled “Here we are” (Stai ir mes), which examines transformations of 
East European identities after socialism …  … Dr Wendee Kubik (WMST) and Sonia Salas 
(University of La Serena, Chile) presented the paper “The Role of Women and Rural Water 
Sustainability in Chile” at the annual Canadian Women's Studies Association meetings held during 
Congress in Vancouver … also at Congress, Dr Eldon Soifer (PHIL) presented a commentary on 
Elisabeth Gedge's  “Expressive Har m and Dignity” at the annual meeting of the Canadian Section of 
the International Society for Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy … on 6 June, Dr Ann Ward 
(PHIL/Campion) presented a paper entitled “Friendship and Politics in Aristotle's Nicomachean 
Ethics” at the Canadian Political Science Association  meeting … Dr Ward has published an article 
entitled “Mothering and the Sacrifice of Self: Women and Friendship in Aristotle's Nicomachean 
Ethics,” in thirdspace: a journal of feminist theory and culture 7:2 (Winter 2008), 32-57 … Dr Béla Szabados 
(PHIL) served as program co-ordinator for the annual conference of the Canadian Society of 
Aesthetics in Vancouver, 31 May – 2 June … Roger Petry (PHIL/Luther) was one of the main 
organizers of a major international conference held at the University of Regina from 25 to 27 May and 
connected with the United Nations University's creation of “Regional Centres of Expertise” to promote 
education for sustainable development as part of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable 
Development …  The "RCE Conference of the Americas 2008" was entitled "Knowledge and 
Innovation for Sustainability: Assessing and Adopting Beneficial Practices," and involved the 
participation of 6 of the 8 RCEs in the Americas (RCE Montreal, RCE Toronto, RCE Greater Sudbury, 
RCE North Texas, and RCE Curitiba-Parana (Brazil), as well as RCE Saskatchewan … Petry served on 
the Conference Planning Committee and several sub-committees, and on 26 May presented a paper 
entitled “Mobilizing Government Support for RCE's: Theoretical and Strategic Considerations” as well 
as moderating a 27 May panel on the role of education in technological and social innovation … in 
Saskatoon on 3 and 4 June, the first Innovations in Qualitative Research Conference took place at St 
Thomas More College, with a number of contributions from faculty members and students in PSYC: 
PhD candidate Michelle McCarron, MA candidate Erin Rumpel, PhD candidate Tammy 
Kirichenko, Chantal Bobowski, and Dr Cannie Stark presented a paper entitled “Five Feminist 
Journeys Through Qualitative Research Landscapes” … Dr William Smythe and Michelle McCarron 
presented a paper entitled “A Vygotskian Perspective on Qualitative Data Analysis” … Dawn 
Bremner, Ryan Fitzgerald, Selena Hodsman, Darren Reithmeier, Elisabeth Vanderhorst, 
Michelle McCarron and Tammy Kirichenko presented a poster entitled “Students Speak: A 
Qualitative Investigation of Undergraduate Students' Experiences” ; and Erin Rumpel and Dr Cannie 
Stark presented a poster entitled “Makeover 'Reality' Television Programmes: The Perspectives of 
Female Viewers” … The Department of Economics is delighted to announce that Jeff Anuik has won 
the 2008 Jack Boan Medal in Economics.  Jeff’s academic record included three economics courses in 
which he received a grade of 100%.  In addition, Jeff was a mainstay of the Cougar men's volleyball 
team. The Department wishes Jeff all the best in what we expect will be a bright future … during 
Congress in Vancouver, Dr Claire Polster (SOC/SOST) co-organized a session at the meeting of the 



Weekly Bulletin of the Faculty of Arts – 10 June 2008 – Page 5 

Canadian Sociological Association in Vancouver entitled, “Canada's Universities: Past and Present,” at 
which she presented a paper, “Are We Losing Our Minds? Unreason in Canadian Universities” … she 
also presented a paper entitled “Money Can Buy You Love: Research Grants and Canadian Universities 
Today” … 

 
 
 

In memoriam: Dr William Livant, professor emeritus of psychology 
 
Dr William Paul (Bill) Livant, professor emeritus of psychology in the 
Faculty of Arts, died in Victoria on 2 June.  
 
Born in Brooklyn in 1932, Bill was an alumnus of Swarthmore College and 
the University of Michigan. He joined the Department of Psychology in 
1967, and served for 22 years before retiring to the West Coast. A 
memorial page with photographs and reminiscences can be viewed online 
at http://billlivant.blogspot.com/.  
 

 
 

 
 

MOA between the Faculty of Arts and the Canadian Border Services Agency 
 

On Monday 2 June the Faculty of Arts and the Canadian Border Services Agency signed a 
Memorandum of Agreement that provides for co-operation and interaction in areas related to the 
educational, training, research, and public service mandates of each. The Agreement calls upon the 
Faculty and the CBSA to discuss possible joint educational, training, and research activities; to discuss 
possible access to academic and other appropriately approved research materials and facilities; to 
consider exchanges and secondments of staff and faculty members for purposes of research, teaching, 
and other professional activity, to consider exchanges of students and border service officers for study, 
education, training, research, internship, co-op, and fieldwork purposes; and to facilitate collaboration 
for research, training, and education with other institutions with which the parties have formal linkages. 
 
This Agreement spans a three-year period from date of signing. Much of the preparatory work leading 
to the signing of the agreement was done by Dr Richard MacLennan, former co-ordinator of the 
Police Studies program, his successor Dr Nick Jones, and Hirsch Greenberg, practicum co-ordinator 
in the Department of Justice Studies. 

 
 

 
Holidays 

 
As we near the summer holiday season, faculty members are reminded of the need to provide Heads 
with written notice of their holiday plans. Article 23.2.2 of the Collective Agreement deals with the use of 
vacation time for members of the academic staff. Section 4.5.2 of the Faculty Handbook is also germane: 
 

Faculty members (Department Heads) who will be absent from campus on 
vacation are to make appropriate arrangements with their Department Head 

http://billlivant.blogspot.com/
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(Dean) and confirm them in writing, indicating the period of absence and where 
they can be contacted. It is the responsibility of the Department to keep accurate 
records of vacation use and entitlement. 

 
 
 

Revisions to Arts criteria document for performance review 
 

Article 17.13 of the Collective Agreement calls upon the Dean to review the Faculty’s criteria document 
“from time to time … through consultation in committee with the members of the Faculty.” 
 
The last substantial revisions to our criteria document were completed in December 2001. Revisions are 
now being drafted with the input of the Faculty’s Performance Review Committee and the Research and 
Graduate Studies committee. A draft of those revisions will be circulated to Department Heads this 
summer for their input, and a further draft, incorporating any applicable changes to the Collective 
Agreement following negotiations, will be circulated to University of Regina members of the Faculty of 
Arts for discussion and a vote in the fall. Approved changes will take effect for the 2009 performance 
review year. 
 
The current document can be found at page 86 of the Faculty Handbook, which is available online at 
http://www.uregina.ca/arts/forms/Faculty%20Handbook%20revised%203%20Aug%2007.pdf.  

 
 
 

Two solitudes? 

The following is an excerpt from “Curriculum Designed to Unite Art and Science”  
by Natalie Angier, New York Times, 27 May 2008  

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/27/science/27angi.html?pagewanted=all

It’s been some 50 years since the physicist-turned-novelist C.P. Snow delivered his famous “Two Cultures” 
lecture at the University of Cambridge, in which he decried the “gulf of mutual incomprehension,” the “hostility 
and dislike” that divided the world’s “natural scientists,” its chemists, engineers, physicists and biologists, from its 
“literary intellectuals,” a group that, by Snow’s reckoning, included pretty much everyone who wasn’t a scientist. 
His critique set off a frenzy of hand-wringing that continues to this day, particularly in the United States, as 
educators, policymakers and other observers bemoan the Balkanization of knowledge, the scientific illiteracy of 
the general public and the chronic academic turf wars that are all too easily lampooned. 

Yet a few scholars of thick dermis and pep-rally vigor believe that the cultural chasm can be bridged and the 
sciences and the humanities united into a powerful new discipline that would apply the strengths of both 
mindsets, the quantitative and qualitative, to a wide array of problems. Among the most ambitious of these 
exercises in fusion thinking is a program under development at Binghamton University in New York called the 
New Humanities Initiative.  

Jointly conceived by David Sloan Wilson, a professor of biology, and Leslie Heywood, a professor of English, the 
program is intended to build on some of the themes explored in Dr. Wilson’s evolutionary studies program, 
which has proved enormously popular with science and nonscience majors alike, and which he describes in the 
recently published “Evolution for Everybody.” In Dr. Wilson’s view, evolutionary biology is a discipline that, to 
be done right, demands a crossover approach, the capacity to think in narrative and abstract terms simultaneously, 
so why not use it as a template for emulsifying the two cultures generally?  

http://www.uregina.ca/arts/forms/Faculty%20Handbook%20revised%203%20Aug%2007.pdf
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/a/natalie_angier/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/27/science/27angi.html?pagewanted=all
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/c/cambridge_university/index.html?inline=nyt-org
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“There are more similarities than differences between the humanities and the sciences, and some of the 
stereotypes have to be altered,” Dr. Wilson said. “Darwin, for example, established his entire evolutionary theory 
on the basis of his observations of natural history, and most of that information was qualitative, not quantitative.”  

As he and Dr. Heywood envision the program, courses under the New Humanities rubric would be offered 
campuswide, in any number of departments, including history, literature, philosophy, sociology, law and business. 
The students would be introduced to basic scientific tools like statistics and experimental design and to liberal arts 
staples like the importance of analyzing specific texts or documents closely, identifying their animating ideas and 
comparing them with the texts of other times or other immortal minds.  

… 

To illustrate how the New Humanities approach to scholarship might work, Dr. Heywood cited her own recent 
investigations into the complex symbolism of the wolf, a topic inspired by a pet of hers that was seven-eighths 
wolf. “He was completely different from a dog,” she said. “He was terrified of things in the human environment 
that dogs are perfectly at ease with, like the swishing sound of a jogging suit, or somebody wearing a hat, and he 
kept his reserve with people, even me.”  

Dr. Heywood began studying the association between wolves and nature, and how people’s attitudes toward one 
might affect their regard for the other. “In the standard humanities approach, you compile and interpret images of 
wolves from folkloric history, and you analyze previously published texts about wolves,” and that’s pretty much it, 
Dr. Heywood said. Seeking a more full-bodied understanding, she delved into the scientific literature, studying 
wolf ecology, biology and evolution. She worked with Dr. Wilson and others to design a survey to gauge people’s 
responses to three images of a wolf: one of a classic beautiful wolf, another of a hunter holding a dead wolf, the 
third of a snarling, aggressive wolf.  

It’s an implicit association test, designed to gauge subliminal attitudes by measuring latency of response between 
exposure to an image on a screen and the pressing of a button next to words like beautiful, frightening, good, 
wrong.  

“These firsthand responses give me more to work with in understanding how people read wolves, as opposed to 
seeing things through other filters and published texts,” Dr. Heywood said.  

Combining some of her early survey results with the wealth of wolf imagery culled from cultures around the 
world, Dr. Heywood finds preliminary support for the provocative hypothesis that humans and wolves may have 
co-evolved.  

“They were competing predators that occupied the same ecological niche as we did,” she said, “but it’s possible 
that we learned some of our social and hunting behaviors from them as well.” Hence, our deeply conflicted 
feelings toward wolves — as the nurturing mother to Romulus and Remus, as the vicious trickster disguised as 
Little Red Riding Hood’s grandmother. 

In designing the New Humanities initiative, Dr. Wilson is determined to avoid romanticizing science or 
presenting it as the ultimate arbiter of meaning, as other would-be integrationists and ardent Darwinists have 
done.  

“You can study music, dance, narrative storytelling and artmaking scientifically, and you can conclude that yes, 
they’re deeply biologically driven, they’re essential to our species, but there would still be something missing,” he 
said, “and that thing is an appreciation for the work itself, a true understanding of its meaning in its culture and 
context.”  

Other researchers who have reviewed the program prospectus have expressed their enthusiasm, among them 
George Levine, an emeritus professor of English at Rutgers University, a distinguished scholar in residence at 
New York University and author of “Darwin Loves You.” Dr. Levine has criticized many recent attempts at so-
called Literary Darwinism, the application of evolutionary psychology ideas to the analysis of great novels and 
plays. What it usually amounts to is reimagining Emma Bovary or Emma Woodhouse as a young, fecund female 
hunter-gatherer circa 200,000 B.C.  

“When you maximize the importance of biological forces and minimize culture, you get something that doesn’t 
tell you a whole lot about the particularities of literature,” Dr. Levine said. “What you end up with, as far as I’m 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/r/rutgers_the_state_university/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/n/new_york_university/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/psychology_and_psychologists/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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concerned, is banality.” Reading the New Humanities proposal, by contrast, “I was struck by how it absolutely 
refused the simple dichotomy,” he said.  

“There is a kind of basic illiteracy on both sides,” he added, “and I find it a thrilling idea that people might be 
made to take pleasure in crossing the border.”  

 
 

 
Photo: Don Hall, University of Regina AV Services 


