
 

 
 

 

NUMBER 31 – TUESDAY 17 JUNE 2008 
 

 
News of faculty members and students 

 
Dr William Arnal (RLST) has published “Doxa, Heresy, and Self-Construction: The Pauline Ekklesia 
and the Boundaries of Urban Identities” in  Eduard  Iricinschi and Holger M. Zellentin (eds.), Heresy and 
Identity in Late Antiquity (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck [2008], 50-101) … the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation  has approved a Canada Research Chair Infrastructure Fund application from Dr Joe 
Piwowar (CRC in Geomatics and Sustainability, GEOG) in the amount of $138,788 for “The 
Facility for Geomatics and Sustainability” … on 12 June, at the national convention of the Canadian 
Psychological Association in Halifax, Dr Thomas Hadjistavropoulos (PSYC) presented the 2008 
CPA Presidential Address, “Canadian Psychology in a Global Context” … those in attendance described 
it as “clearly one of the highlights of the convention” … the following day Hadjistavropoulos also 
chaired the Presidential Symposium, “The Implications of Basic Science for Applied Psychology and of 
Applied Psychology for  Basic Science” … the symposium featured presentations by Steven Pinker 
(Harvard University) and Peter Graf (University of British Columbia) … a Clinical Psychology Review article 
recently co-written by Dr Gordon J G Asmundson (PSYC) with Dr Stefan Hofmann of Boston 
University has been noted by Science Direct as the 8th most downloaded article in the discipline of 
psychology from January through March this year; details are available at 
http://top25.sciencedirect.com/?subject_area_id=22&x=15&y=10 …  Gennadiy Chernov (JRN) will 
present the paper “Convergence of agenda-setting and attitude-change approaches: the role of message 
attributes and the nature of media issues” at the annual convention of the Association for the Education 
of Journalism and Mass Communication (Mass Communication and Society Division) in Chicago, 6-9 
August . . . He will also give the paper “Unconventional ways to discuss corporate reputation:  
Corporate retribution in Russian media” at the Public Relations Division of the National 
Communication Association Convention in San Diego in November …On 10 May Dr Noel Chevalier 
(ENGL/Luther) gave a presentation entitled “Magic, Technology and Moral Choice in Harry Potter” 

http://top25.sciencedirect.com/?subject_area_id=22&x=15&y=10
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at the Harry Potter and the Meeting of the Queen City Muggles Conference … he also read the chapter 
“Snape’s Grudge” at the Readings Stream, which he helped to organize … Dr Mary Hampton 
(PSYC/Luther) published an article entitled “Family Violence from an Aboriginal Elder’s Perspective” 
in the Resolve Newsletter, vol. 10 (2) … Gerry Hill (ENGL/Luther) has received a $1000 Subvention 
Award from the HRI to assist in the publication of his book 14 Tractors … on 3 June Dr Bryan Hillis 
(RLST/Luther) participated in a panel discussion entitled “Christianity and Ethnicity in Canada” at the 
Canadian Society for the Study of Religion in Vancouver … with Dr Dorothy Lane (ENGL/Luther), 
Hillis also presented a paper entitled “Getting Our Hand(s) Dirty:  The ‘Thali Approach’ to Studying 
India’s Cultures and Religions” at the same gathering  …   

 
 

Co-ordinatorship, Prairie Studies program 
 

The co-ordinator for the Prairie Studies program during the 2008-09 academic year will be Dr Bernie 
Thraves, Head of the Department of Geography.  

 
 
 

Faculty of Arts website 
 

After a few technical delays, Noblet has begun moving its design over to the in-house server that will 
host our new website. This process should be complete in about a week. Dr Kleer, who is supervising 
this initiative for the Faculty, will then contact heads and arrange for interested units to begin uploading 
their own content. Training will be supplied as needed, but the system is fairly straightforward and self-
explanatory. The goal will be to have the new website fully in place by early- to mid-August. Heads are 
asked to give some thought as to the person(s) in their area who will be responsible for managing that 
portion of the website. 

 
 
 

Plagiarism-detection software 
 

Turnitin.com has kindly provided the Faculty, free of charge, with trial licenses for interested 
departments and programs. The licenses, which will expire after the fall semester, permit any interested 
faculty member to integrate the software into their courses as fully as they would like. Nine Arts units 
have already signed on. Any others interested in a license for their area should contact Dr Kleer 
(rick.kleer@uregina.ca), who can set them up with the necessaries in a few minutes. 
 
It’s easy to add department members to the departmental license. Just email them the account ID, a join 
password, and a link to a very simple instruction sheet provided by turnitin.com. 
 
Course setup for instructors is also easy. Just specify the assignments and due dates and then give 
students in the class the account id, a sign-on password, and a URL to a brief instruction sheet. Once 
students have logged in and created an account for themselves, they can submit any papers/assignments 
that the instructor wishes to have run through the detection engine. Turnitin.com allows for the 
instructor to review (via highlighting and attached comments) and grade student papers online. The 
software can also be configured to operate as the grades storage and reporting component of course-
management systems like WebCT and Moodle (i.e. UR Courses). 

 

mailto:rick.kleer@uregina.ca
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Administration Humanities Building – 3rd & 4th floor renovations 
 

The work is continuing on schedule. The east and west sides of the 4th floor are now completed and by 
the end of the day Tuesday the majority of occupants will be able to return to their offices. Occupants 
will be moved fully back into their offices once the new workstations are installed (see note below). 
Work on the west side of the third floor has just commenced; the east side will be completed by the end 
of June. It was recently decided that the south side of the 4th floor (mainly affecting Philosophy and 
International Languages) would be included in this abatement project. The vacating of some offices will 
commence this week and continue next week. We have advanced the preliminary schedule by one full 
week and work will actually commence early next week. 

 
 
 

Classroom Building – 3rd floor renovations 
 
Mechanical upgrades and the demolition of walls are now in full swing. The north side of the floor has 
been completely vacated and blocked off to facilitate this work. This first phase of the project will 
continue until the end of July. The south side of the floor will be vacated in mid-July for the work of 
Phase II to commence by 1 August. Expected completion is 28 August. There may be some disruption 
or noise heard from the 2nd and 4th floors during the next few weeks, but it should be minimal. Please 
direct any concerns to Rose-Marie. 

 
 
 

Furniture & computers 
 

The new workstations are scheduled to arrive beginning on 24 June. Installation will commence at that 
time and will be scheduled throughout the next few months according to the availability of the offices in 
relation to the renovation work under way in the CL and AH buildings. Notification has already been 
sent to all those scheduled to receive the new desks during the 24-30 June period and future 
notifications will be sent out with the installation schedule. 
 
The new 2008 Evergreen computers are already being set up according to the regular Evergreen 
program schedule. Throughout the summer approximately 50 computers will be installed within the 
Faculty of Arts for individual faculty members.  

 
 

 
An update on the campus digital archive at http://dspace.cc.uregina.ca/dspace/  

 
The following report is from Carol Hixson, University Librarian: 

 
I would like to report to you on progress to date with the Campus Digital Archive. The archive has 
been up and running since February 11. Communities and collections are being established; materials 
are being loaded in; I am training library staff to provide support; and policies are being developed in 
consultation with the Campus Digital Archive Advisory Committee, which has broad campus 
representation. 

 

http://dspace.cc.uregina.ca/dspace/
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A lot of behind-the-scenes work is going on with the Faculty of Arts, Grad Studies, CPRC, and the 
ISSO, among others. A few items of note: 

 
* an online CV project for members of the Faculty of Arts: Library staff are currently 
investigating copyright restrictions on peer-reviewed and other publications for some 
initial volunteers from the Faculty of Arts to determine which of their publications we 
may make available through the archive. 
 
* test collections representing two different models of archiving theses and dissertations so 
that the campus may move to electronic theses and dissertations this year and ongoing 
discussions with FGSR 
 
* several newsletters and campus journals available in the archive 
 

* working site for the campus Institutional Strategic Research Plan committee 
 

Supporting web pages are being developed to explain the nature and use of the archive and a staff 
position has been redesigned and classified by HR to provide primary support and coordination for the 
archive, taking that responsibility over from me. We hope to post that position shortly. 

 
Also of note: I attended the Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL) Annual General 
Meeting of library directors May 13-15. The morning of the 15th featured talks from representatives of 
CIHR, SSHRC, NSERC and CISTI to review developments within the funding councils to require 
funded researchers to make the results of their research available in open access archives. In September 
2007, CIHR produced a "Policy on Access to Research Outputs" that applies to all grants awarded 
January 1, 2008 and onward, which have received funding in whole or in part from CIHR. The policy, 
available at http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/34846.html, states that "Grant recipients are now required to 
make every effort to ensure that their peer-reviewed publications are freely accessible through the 
Publisher's website (Option #1) or an online repository as soon as possible and in any event within six 
months of publication (Option #2)." The other funding councils are developing similar policies. 

 
CIHR is working closely with CISTI to develop a Canadian equivalent to PubMed Central; I am the 
CARL representative to PubMed Central. CARL is working closely with the funding councils to 
facilitate the implementation of such open-access policies. The University of Regina's campus digital 
archive is a mechanism by which campus researchers can comply with funding council requirements. 

 
The campus digital archive is available at: http://dspace.cc.uregina.ca/dspace/   

 

Just as a reminder, individual items or entire collections can be established so that only authorized users 
can access the materials. Practically, this means that the campus could use the archive for storing 
campus planning documents that we might not wish to have available to the world at large. 

 

I invite you all to take a look at the archive and contact me to discuss how we can get your faculties or 
collections set up. The archive is already getting good use, in spite of a limited number of items in it 
and no publicity to date. Click on the "statistics" link on the left-hand side of the home page for the 
archive to see what is getting the most attention so far. 

 
Rick has already approached all departments and programs with a view to identifying publications that it 
would make sense to make available through the Digital Archive. If you know of publications that were 
overlooked in this process, please contact Rick at your earliest opportunity. A goal for the fall semester 
is to have all Arts committee documents being made available to the relevant committee members via 
the Archive. Once the Library has worked out the kinks in the process for linking online CVs to faculty 
members’ copyrighted publications and made some sample CVs available, Rick will be happy to receive 
notice from any faculty members interested in putting their own CVs online. 
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Calendar of events 

 

Date Time Place Event 
AUGUST 

Monday 25 TBA Dean’s Office Orientation for new faculty members in Arts 
Wednesday 27 2:30 TBA Dean’s Executive Committee meeting (to be confirmed) 

SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 2   Fall term classes begin 
Thursday 4   University Celebration Day 

Friday 5 4:00 TBA Faculty Commencement Celebration 
Friday 12 1:00 CL 427 Orientation for Chairs of academic recruitment committees 

Wednesday 17 2:30 AH 527 Faculty Council: first meeting for 2008-09 
Sunday 28/ 
Monday 29 

  Dean’s Executive Committee retreat:  
budget, academic recruitments, planning, space 

OCTOBER 
    

Thursday 9 4:00 LBA New Lecture 
Theatre 

SOC, FR, and JSGSPP: Lecture by Guy Rocher (U Montréal) – 
“Québec’s Language Wars: Then and Now” 

Friday 17  AH 527 University Senate 
Saturday 18 1:00 Conexus Arts Centre Fall Convocation and installation of Dr Timmins as president 

 
 

 
In the news … 

 
Psych program helps seniors 

By PAMELA COWAN 
Leader-Post, Wednesday 11 June 2008 

 
     Regina seniors are feeling more in control of their lives. 
     Among the 45 people who have already participated in a research project at the University of Regina, 
one senior reported the program helped improve health worries “by showing me that I can control the 
negative effects of anxiety.” 
     Another participant realized that “the ways in which we think, talk to ourselves and decide what we 
believe have a powerful impact on our anxiety complex.” 
     Yet another senior said: “I am able to set (my worries) aside and think of something else through the 
use of distraction techniques (e.g., scrapbooking, puzzles, board games).” 
     All took part in a research study that is being conducted by Michelle Bourgault-Fagnou, a doctoral 
student with the Clinical Psychology Program at the University of Regina’s department of psychology, 
under the supervision of Dr Heather Hadjistavropoulos. 
     The study examines the benefits of a psychosocial treatment program that was developed at the U of 
R’s Clinical Health Psychology lab for seniors who worry about their health. 
     “We taught them a number of different techniques for coping with their anxiety such as dealing with 
stress and changing the way they’re thinking about their health,” Bourgault-Fagnou said. “Meeting with 
a therapist can be very important because you have somebody to talk to about your problems.” 
     Participants, who were on average 68 years and predominantly women, were educated in six weekly 
sessions about how to reduce health anxiety. 
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     On average, participants had more than two health conditions. The most common were arthritis 
(38.2 per cent), high blood pressure (32.7 per cent), osteoporosis (31.7 per cent) and heart disease (19.7 
per cent). Other common health conditions included respiratory disease, such as chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, cancer, diabetes, stroke and fibromyalgia. 
     “We ran some preliminary analyses on the people that we’ve had go through so far and what we did 
find was that people, after going through the treatment, had reduced worry about their health, reduced 
anxiety in general and they had reduced levels of depression,” Bourgault-Fagnou said. “This suggests 
that our treatment program is working and we’re pretty happy about that.” 
     As the research continues over the next year, Bourgault-Fagnou hopes more seniors will sign up for 
the sessions. 
     Those wishing to participate can e-mail her at bourmich@uregina.ca or call 585-5369. 
     The research results will be published in journal articles and presented at conferences so health-care 
professionals have a resource to use when treating older adults who are worried about their health. 
     The findings will be made public, but the identity of participants will be kept confidential. 

 
 


