
President’s Message – September 2013 

September marks the beginning of a new semester at the University of Regina, and for students 
who are starting their first year at our University, it also marks the beginning of what all of us 
hope will be an engaging and fulfilling academic career on our campus. 
 
The thousands of new students who are now descending on campus will join returning students 
to set a new enrolment record for the third consecutive year.  The fall semester will see total 
course enrolment increase by more than 4 per cent. When we include enrolment increases from 
our three federated colleges – Campion College, First Nations University of Canada, and Luther 
College – we expect that a community of approximately 13,500 students will be calling the 
University of Regina home this September. This is an amazing success story for our University. 
 
Our enrolment has increased for five straight years, a trend which clearly indicates that students 
from all over Saskatchewan, Canada, and the world think that the University of Regina is a great 
place to study. Earlier this year, we saw strong progress in terms of first-year international 
student enrolments, and this fall, we will also see an increase in the number of self-declared 
Aboriginal students on campus. This trend speaks not only to the quality of programming and 
teaching offered here, but also to the strong supports we have in place for our students. I 
encourage both new and returning students to make use of these supports – the Career Centre, 
the Aboriginal Student Centre and the Global Learning Centre, to name just a few. 
 
I would also like to encourage students – and everyone in our University community – to become 
involved in campus activities this fall. Over the past number of years, Welcome Week has 
become THE event of the early fall semester. This year, a variety of activities are planned, and a 
number of campus groups are getting together to coordinate the week, including UR 
International, the University of Regina Students’ Union, the Student Success Centre, and our 
federated colleges. 
 
For first-time students, Welcome Week is a chance to get familiar with the layout of the 
University and find out about the various facilities and services offered around campus. For 
returning students, Welcome Week is a time to renew friendships, get caught up on how friends 
spent their summer vacation, and welcome new faces to campus.  
 
Orientation Day, being held today, provides opportunities for students to find out about the 
campus, meet professors, visit specific faculties, attend workshops, and visit with other students.  
 
Classes get underway tomorrow, and that day, we will also celebrate the international flavour of 
the University through UR International’s Global Showcase. The event includes display booths 
representing different countries and a buffet at the Centre for Kinesiology and Health Studies 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday evening will feature a 1990s-themed Decentralized Dance 
Party on the Dr. Lloyd Barber Academic Green. If you’re not familiar with the concept (I know I 
wasn’t!), it’s a cross between a rave and flash mob. Each participant brings a portable stereo 
system to the event and dance music is broadcast to each system using an FM transmitter. The 
event promises to be lots of fun. 



 
On Thursday, September 5, a farmers’ market will be on campus in the morning, followed by a 
United Way Charity barbeque. Then, starting at noon, be sure and catch the concerts on the 
Green featuring Indigo Joseph, Rubiks Music, Chris Dimas and Neuf.  Wrapping up the 
afternoon of music will be the well-known rapper, Classified. 
 
Friday’s events include a volleyball tournament, as well as a Rams game at Mosaic Stadium that 
is free for students.  The week concludes with a movie night on the Academic Green.  
 
Welcome Week is a great way to kick off the fall semester, giving students a sense of belonging 
and helping lay the foundation for a successful year.  It provides a wonderful slate of activities 
for students, faculty and staff alike, and I would like to personally thank those who have worked 
so hard to put it together.   
 
At the same time, I would like to thank everyone for ensuring that our students are warmly 
welcomed to the University of Regina in the coming days and weeks.  All of us play a role in 
supporting our students from the moment they set foot on our campus, and we should be proud 
of the work we do to help ensure their success in the years to come.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Vianne Timmons  
President and Vice-Chancellor 
 


