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1. *New*: HRI Profiling Research Series: Jeanne Shami (13 November) 

2. *New*: Illustrated Public Lecture by Ross King (1 December) 

3. Reminder: 2003 HRI Barbara Powell Visiting Lecture (5 November) 

4. Reminder: HRI Funding Competition Deadline (14 November) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------
 
1. HRI PROFILING RESEARCH SERIES: JEANNE SHAMI  
 
"Understanding John Donne's Conformity: Discretion and Other 
Survival Strategies in the Seventeenth-Century Pulpit." 
 
Jeanne Shami (Department of English) is the University of 
Regina's newest President's Scholar, and one of the world's leading 
authorities on the work and the times of the great Renaissance poet and 
preacher John Donne (1573-1631). She will be talking about the 
scholarly challenges that she faced and the problems that she encountered 
during her research for her much-anticipated new book, John Donne 
and Conformity in Crisis in the Late Jacobean Pulpit (Boydell and 
Brewer, 2003). 
 
"This study proposes to examine the late Jacobean pulpit, and particularly 
the sermons of John Donne, as an index of "conformity" and its expression 
in the years immediately preceding and including the transition from the 
Jacobean to the Caroline monarchy (1621-25). During these years, 
sermons, always important in Jacobean religious and political culture, 
became sites of contention for important matters of religious and national 
identity, contention epitomized by James I's Directions to Preachers. These 
Directions, issued on 4 August 1622 by George Abbot, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, were an attempt to reduce to order a pulpit that had become 
increasingly critical of and outspoken about the implications for religious 
belief and practice of James's domestic and foreign policies. Whether or 
not the Directions were actually effective in controlling the kinds of pulpit 
discourse that James intended, however, their issuing exposed fault lines 
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in the Church of England that contributed to a reconfigured Caroline 
church and the demise of the Jacobean order. The crisis they both 
reflected and precipitated was, to some, barely perceptible at the time. 
But the pressures they exerted worked a tectonic shift in the balance of 
forces within the English church, the effects of which were profound. 
In particular, this study attempts to place the sermons of John Donne 
in the context of these historical circumstances affecting pulpit discourse. 
Donne's crucial role in the events surrounding the Directions in 1622 to 
the death of James and Charles's accession make him the ideal barometer 
of these political and religious crises, and a test case for responding to 
historical claims about late Jacobean sermons. Although he is no way 
"typical" of any particular preaching agenda or style, his sermons 
articulate these crises in their most complex forms and expose fault lines 
in the late Jacobean English church that produced their most profound 
effects only after Donne's death in 1631. His experience as a public figure 
in the 1620s expresses in all its complexity the religious conflicts of the 
age."―Jeanne Shami 
 
Date: Thursday 13 November 2003 
Time: 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Place: Language Institute 121 
 
Admission free: all are welcome 
Refreshments will be served 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
2. ILLUSTRATED PUBLIC LECTURE BY ROSS KING 
 
"The Competitive Sport of Fresco: Decorating the Sistine Chapel 
from Perugino to Michelangelo" 
 
Ross King completed his B.A. and M.A. at the University of Regina and his 
Ph.D. at York University in Toronto. Now based in Oxford, England, he is 
the author of two highly-regarded novels, Domino (1995) and Ex-Libris 
(1998), as well as two acclaimed works of non-fiction about Renaissance 
art and architecture. The first, Brunelleschi's Dome: How a Renaissance 
Genius Reinvented Architecture (2000) made the New York Times 
bestseller list. Of his latest book, Michelangelo and the Pope's Ceiling 
(2002), which has been shortlisted for the 2003 Governor-General's Award 
for non-fiction, the Globe and Mail said, "this account of the four years 
Michelangelo spent painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel is a gripping 
read full of fascinating detail."  
 
"The walls of the Sistine Chapel were frescoed in the early 1480s by 
a team led by Pietro Perugino. The vault was painted between 1508 
and 1512 by a second team headed by Michelangelo at exactly the same 
time that, next door in the Vatican Palace, Raphael and a third team 
of frescoists was beginning work in the Papal Apartments. I will 
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discuss these three fresco cycles not only as propaganda for the della 
Rovere popes who commissioned them, Sixtus IV and Julius II, but also 
as examples of the staged competitions to which the exigencies of 
patrons and the extreme demands of buon fresco―the most difficult 
and prestigious artistic medium of the Italian Renaissance―readily 
lent themselves."―Ross King  
 
 
Date: Monday 1 December 2003 
Time: 3:30-5:00 pm 
Place: Classroom Building CL 126 
Admission free: all are welcome  
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. REMINDER: 2003 HRI BARBARA POWELL VISITING LECTURE  
 
ANN SADDLEMYER 
 
"SEEKING HER STORY: THE LIFE OF MRS. W.B. YEATS" 
 
The Humanities Research Institute is delighted to announce that 
Ann Saddlemyer will be giving this year's HRI Barbara Powell 
Visiting Lecture at the University of Regina on 5 November 2003. 
 
One of Canada's most distinguished humanities scholars and an expert on 
both Irish drama and Canadian theatre history, Ann Saddlemyer is 
Professor Emerita of Drama and Master Emerita of Massey College at the 
University of Toronto. She is the author or editor of seventeen books, the 
most recent of which, Becoming George: The Life of Mrs W.B. Yeats 
(Oxford UP, 2002), was short listed for the James Tait Black Memorial 
Prize for biography. Born in Prince Albert, Sask., Ann Saddlemyer is an 
Officer of the Order of Canada and holds honorary degrees from seven 
Canadian universities.  
 
Date: 5 November 2003 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: Language Institute Theatre (LI 215), University of Regina 
 
Reception to follow 
Admission free: all are welcome 
 
As seating will be limited, please register your attendance by  
e-mailing or phoning Milagros Charriez at milagros.charriez@uregina.ca  

or 585-4226. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4. REMINDER: HRI FUNDING COMPETITION: 14 NOVEMBER 
DEADLINE 
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The Humanities Research Institute is pleased to announce a 
competition for HRI financial assistance to scholars in the humanities at 
the University of Regina and its federated colleges in five programs (three 
of which are new). The programs are: 
 
1. HRI Research Awards ($2,000 maximum).  
 
2. HRI Student Travel Funding to Present Papers at Conferences 
($500 maximum)  
 
3. (New) HRI Assistance to Bring in Visiting Speakers at U. of. 
R. Conferences ($1,000 maximum). 
 
4. (New) HRI Travel Assistance for Board Members of 
Scholarly Organizations ($500 maximum). 
 
5. (New) HRI Subvention Assistance for Book Publication 
($1,000 maximum).  
 
Details can be found on the HRI website. The deadline for applications to 
all these programs is 14 November 2003. All applications will be judged 
by the HRI Adjudication Committee. Please direct all inquiries to: 
 
Nicholas Ruddick 
Director, HRI 
AH 369 
 
Phone: 585-4304 
E-mail: nicholas.ruddick@uregina.ca
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