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The Humanities Research Institute invites the University of Regina 
community to participate in   

THE USA AND THE BURDEN OF EMPIRE: A SEMINAR WITH MICHAEL 
IGNATIEFF

The Humanities Research Institute is sponsoring a seminar by Michael 
Ignatieff on his essay “The Burden,” which appeared on 5 January 2003 
in the New York Times. The essay discusses the imperial role and 
responsibility of the United States, a subject that has become even more 
timely as a result of recent events. The seminar will take place from 10:00-
11:30 am on 28 May 2003 in LC 215 (Luther College, U. of R. campus). It 
will be limited to fifty participants from the University of Regina community 
on a first-come-first-served basis. Places will be reserved for students. 
Refreshments will be served. To register your participation, please e-mail 
the address at the foot of this page. Indicate if you would like to be e-
mailed a copy of “The Burden.” Your request will be acknowledged 
promptly. There is no cost to participants.  

From “The Burden” by Michael Ignatieff:

In a speech to graduating cadets at West Point in June [2002], President 
Bush declared, “America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish.” 
When he spoke to veterans assembled at the White House in November, 
he said: America has “no territorial ambitions. We don’t seek an empire. 
Our nation is committed to freedom for ourselves and for others.” Ever 
since George Washington warned his countrymen against foreign 
entanglements, empire abroad has been seen as the republic’s permanent 
temptation and its potential nemesis. Yet what word but “empire” 
describes the awesome thing that America is becoming? It is the only 
nation that polices the world through five global military commands; 
maintains more than a million men and women at arms on four 
continents; deploys carrier battle groups on watch in every ocean; 
guarantees the survival of countries from Israel to South Korea; drives the 
wheels of global trade and commerce; and fills the hearts and minds of an 
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entire planet with its dreams and 
desires.                                                                                        

MICHAEL IGNATIEFF is Carr Professor of Human Rights Practice at 
Harvard University. His recent writings examine four primary themes: the 
moral connection created by modern culture with distant victims of war, 
the architects of postmodern war, the impact of ethnic war abroad on our 
thinking about ethnic accommodations at home, and the function of 
memory and social healing. His academic publications include Wealth and 
Virtue: The Shaping of Political Economy in the Scottish Enlightenment; 
The Needs of Strangers: An Essay on the Philosophy of Human Needs; The 
Warrior’s Honor: Ethnic War and the Modern Conscience; Virtual War: 
Kosovo and Beyond; The Rights Revolution: Human Rights as Politics and 
Idolatry; Isaiah Berlin: A Life; and Blood and Belonging: Journeys into the 
New Nationalism, which was made into an acclaimed BBC TV series. His 
nonacademic work includes The Russian Album, A Family Memoir, which 
won Canada’s Governor General Award and the Heinemann Prize of 
Britain’s Royal Society of Literature in 1988, and Scar Tissue, short-listed 
for the Booker Prize in 1993. He holds a Ph.D. in history from Harvard 
University and has been a Fellow at King’s College, Cambridge; École des 
Hautes Études, Paris; and St. Antony’s College, Oxford. He will be at the 
University of Regina to receive an Honorary Doctorate at the 2003 Spring 
Convocation.

All Inquiries:

Nicholas Ruddick, Director 
Humanities Research Institute 
Phone: 585-4304 
E-mail: nicholas.ruddick@uregina.ca
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