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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Realize. It  with you.starts
The University of Regina takes environmental stewardship seriously. As part 
of its on-going environmental strategy, the University strives to continuously 
improve energy performance and obtain operational efficiencies while 
reducing the environmental footprint of its presence in Regina.

The Research and Innovation Centre on campus is a prime example. While 
2010 marked the completion of final tenant renovations and research lab 
construction in this leading edge facility, energy tracking and optimization is 
ongoing. Among the building's innovative features is ventilation heat recovery, 
superior water conservation – including landscape and exterior design to 
reduce heat islands – as well as a green roof and efficient light and envelope 
design, with daylight in 90 per cent of spaces.

In 2011, the University established the President's Advisory Committee on 
Sustainability (PACS). The committee has spearheaded several projects, 
including the elimination of more than 30,000 printed paper pay stubs, 
thereby reducing consumption of paper, ink, and electricity. 

The University has also undertaken a Print Optimization Project, reducing 
both the number of printers and amount of printing on campus. This 
initiative has led to a greater coordination between working units and a 
significant savings of ink, maintenance and energy costs.

In addition, PACS launched the Edible Garden Project to create community 
garden spaces, increase environmental awareness on campus, and to provide 
food for those less fortunate in the community. Last year, more than 1,500 
pounds of vegetables were donated to Carmichael Outreach.

While the University footprint has grown by more than 76 per cent over a
10-year period, its energy usage increased by less than 10 per cent. This has 
been accomplished as a result of prudent investments in and better 
management of existing heating, ventilation and cooling systems and efficient 
planning, design and construction in the University's most recent building 
projects, the Residence Buildings (2005), and the Centre for Kinesiology, 
Health and Sport (2005).  

In the fall of 2002, in preparation for the Kinesiology and Student Residence 
projects, the University successfully relocated almost 500 trees, some as high 
as 13 metres or 40 feet giving instant life to 
newer, under-landscaped areas of the campus. 
Last year marked the 10-year anniversary of 
the project's completion and reports indicate 
that 89 per cent of the mature trees that 
were relocated on campus have survived.

Another notable environmental 
efficiency that students, faculty, staff 
and the community will see in the 
University hallways are water bottle 
filling stations to help reduce the 
amount of plastic bottles being 
purchased on campus. 

“Sustainability is a key component 
of the University of Regina's 
Strategic Plan and the Campus 
Master Plan,” says Nelson Wagner, 
Associate Vice-President of 
Facilities Management, the unit 
responsible for the design, 
construction, maintenance and 
operation of the physical assets of 
the University. “The success of this 
long-term focus continues to 
demonstrate our commitment to 
environmental excellence.”

March 18  7:30 p.m.
Stapleford Lecture

Speaker: Toni Samek, School of Library & Information 
Services, University of Alberta
Title:  “Librarians Unplugged: How and Why Librarians 
are Speaking Out About Crucial Social Issues”
Location: Education Auditorium Wing, room EA 106.2

On the heels of Canada's Freedom to Read Week 
(February 24-March 2), professor and 3M National 
Teaching Fellow, Toni Samek, will share aspects of her 
scholarship in librarianship and human rights. Life, 
liberty and the law come into sharp focus as Toni 
provides compelling contemporary examples of how 
and why librarians are speaking up about addressing 
the critical problems of society. From the CBC Radio 
Canada Human Library partnership to the Canadian 
Library Association's participation in copyright reform 
in the digital age, there's a wave of library noise-making 
hitting the airwaves. Toni helps us tune in and listen to 
that new library sound.

Free parking is available on campus in lot 14 and pay 
parking throughout campus at kiosk and meters.

For more information, call (306) 585-4226.

March 19  7:30 p.m.
33rd Annual Minifie Lecture

Speaker: Wab Kinew, 8th Generation host and award-
winning journalist
Title: “Ideals Once More: How social media, social 
movements and Indigenous people urge us toward a 
new ethics of journalism”
Location: Education Auditorium

Kinew's talk will focus on how the world has changed 
with the advent of the web, smart phones, Google and 
social media, yet he says journalistic ethics have 
lagged. He will use of the coverage of "Idle No More" to 
illustrate some examples and draw parallels to other 
relevant examples such as climate change and the 
Occupy movement.

For more information, call (306) 585-4420.

March 26   7:30 p.m.
Fifth Annual Forward Together Lecture

Speaker: Buffy Sainte-Marie, internationally known 
Aboriginal performer, activist and educator
Title: “Detoxifying Aboriginal Self-Identity”
Location: Veterans' Tipi, Main Floor, First Nations 
University of Canada

The Forward Together Lecture is co-sponsored by the 
Presidents of the University of Regina, Campion 
College, First Nations University of Canada, and
Luther College.

For more information, call (306) 790-5950 ext. 2600.
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An award winning young leader, philanthropist and 
humanitarian, Kaytlyn Barber is as busy at work as she is in 
the community. A management consultant at KPMG, she 
provides business advisory services to public and private 
sector organizations throughout the province.

Nelson Wagner


