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         HIGHTLIGHTS: 
          
         - Evidence by Camoose Bottle, aged 71 
         - Account of taking of Treaty #7 following deterioration in 
         Indian life after introduction of alcohol 
         - Allocation of lands to various tribes and later loss of part 
         of the Blood Reserve. 
          
              Mike Devine introduced himself and outlined what's to be 
         talked about, the treaty.  The people that are going to talk 
         now are people from the Blood reserve.  They are old people.  
         What they are going to talk about is going to benefit the 
         future generation.  This old man here is going to talk about 
         what his understanding is of the treaty signing. 
          
              I am Harry Shade.  We are here at this old man's place, 
         Camoose Bottle, and he will explain what he knows about the 
         treaty.   
          
         Camoose:  I am Camoose Bottle.  I am a Blood Indian.  I was 
         born on the Blood reserve. Now I'm going to talk on what my 
         elders have told me - in the past how drinking was bad and the 
         people that brought it here. The people that brought the liquor 
         were white men from the U.S.A.  They put up places to drink on 
         the Blood reserve to the east where the rivers meet, that's 



         where the place to drink was.  A missionary came by the name of 
         Good Heart and made friends with an Indian by the name of Rainy 
         Chief and he went around with the man teaching him religion or 
         the way of praying.  They came to the place where the drinking 
         place is (Good Heart and Rainy Chief).  They saw an intoxicated 
         woman being wrestled with and taken away by white men while her 
         husband was in their house passed out.  I don't know how many 
         children they had.  All the people in the camp were drunk.  
         This is some of the damage the first white men did to our 
         people.  The bringing of this liquor was very harmful to the 
         Indian people.  This missionary went down to the Queen and told 
         how bad the Indians are living from drinking from the white 
         men, "How can it be stopped (the drinking)?"  The Queen said, 
         "I'll send my men down and they will try to stop it," and 
         that's the time when the police first came to Fort Macleod.  
         These things are what my father told.  This is when the Red 
         Coats first came to Fort Macleod to stop drinking. 
          
              The next summer Tall White Man came to Blackfoot Crossing.  
         The chief, Bad Head, was not around here. He was travelling in 
         the U.S.A.  Tall White Man told the tribe, "Where's your head 
         chief?" and the tribe said, "He's not here, he's travelling in 
         the U.S.A."  "How can he get here?"  "We will get the word to 
         him."  The reason why we have come to see him is very 
         important.  I don't know how fast they sent for the head chief.  
         I think they sent the message by pony express who go on 
         horseback and get connections from place to place.  The head 
         chief started his journey back.  He had received the message.  
         I don't know where they found him in the U.S.A.  The head chief 
         had just camped at the border when a messenger came and told 
         him, "You are to camp here, for a while, the police are coming 
          
         here to meet you."  The police came to the border where he 
         camped and he moved his camp across the border.  In moving camp 
         he was given police protection to Blackfoot Crossing.  He was 
         taken up to the meeting. 
          
              He was told by the police, "Bad Head, you can have your 
         saying to what we are to discuss.  We have been sent here by 
         the Queen to put a stop to your way of life, for you to quit 
         your wars and to put away your guns and your weapons.  You will 
         be brothers to all your enemies.  This is the message we bring 
         to you from the Queen.  The Queen said you will be her 
         children for the rest of your lives. The Queen promises that 
         she'll give you all the help and needs you may require and to 
         look after and take care of you for as long as your people 
         live."  Bad Head said, "This is all very good but I will wait 
         for my friend, Crowfoot." 
          
              Chief Crowfoot had camped where the monument at Blackfoot 
         Crossing is today.  I have been at this monument where Crowfoot 
         had camped.  The messengers were sent to Crowfoot's camp for 
         him to come to the meeting.  I guess he went by the four 
         requests - one usually waits until he is asked four times 
         before he goes and after the fourth call for him, was told, 
         "Your friend, Bad Head, is waiting for you."  "Yes, I'm going 
         now."  "He hasn't said anything yet.  When you get there then 



         he will talk."  A big crowd was waiting.  He was led out from 
         his camp.  It was across the river from where his camp was and 
         the gathering of the police.  The chief got out from his tipi 
         and the procession started to come down from his camp.  The 
         guns were fired as a salute. When he got to the river the 
         police again fired their guns.  When he got near the crowd, the 
         police band started to play.  At the gathering, the chiefs had 
         all been seated in the middle.  Tall White Man got up to him and 
         shook hands and Tall White Man said to him, "It's very 
         important that you have come here.  Your friend has not said 
         anything yet. He's waiting for you and for you to talk.  This 
         is the reason we have asked you to come here.  Your people have 
         suffered very much with drinking, for you to be free from danger 
         of enemies, and for you to live in peace with everybody, you 
         must put your guns away and any weapon you may have, to live in 
         peace, in harmony with all people, Indian and white.  There 
         will be no more fighting."  (Crowfoot) "Yes, that's very good."  
         (Tall White Man) "You see the palm of my hand.  That's where 
         the Queen will hold you.  You will be her children and will 
         take the best of care for you.  Whatever you ask for will be 
         given to you."  (Crowfoot) "Yes, that's real good what you have 
         told me. Yes, you are right.  My land and people have been 
         ruined.  We have just about beaten ourselves in killings over 
         drinking.  I have nothing to say against it.  It's good what 
          
         you have told."  Tall White Man got up and shook hands again 
         with Crowfoot. While shaking hands with Tall White Man, 
         Crowfoot said to him, "Let me tell you this, are you telling 
         the truth of what you are saying?  Say it again," and Tall 
         White Man went over the promises of peace again. Crowfoot, 
         "Yes, it's very good what you have said to me.  Are you saying 
         that what you have told me is all truth, what you have said?  
         You look at the sun, the rivers, the mountains and say this 
         will go with the law, for as long as the sun is shining, the 
         rivers flow and the mountains are seen, you will take care of 
         the Indians."  Tall White Man, "Yes, you are right.  That's 
         what it will be, that's what it will be, shake hands."  He told 
         the writing officials to write all these things down.  It's a 
         big vow.  Tall White Man, "You will have equal share and equal 
         use of your land.  You can't stop each other.  You can camp and 
         you can hunt and you can hunt for food where you have always 
         hunted.  This is the way you're going to live."  Crowfoot, 
         "Yes, this is very good." 
          
              Tall White Man, "Now, tomorrow you are going to be given 
         things."  They started opening boxes. The people were given 
         food and tobacco.  The chiefs were given their decorations 
         (medals).  Each chief got up and spoke on how they will try to 
         get the people to have peace.  At this time Bad Head said to Red 
         Crow, "I am old now and you are much younger and you will be a 
         leader for the Indian people for a much longer time.  Now I 
         give you my leadership.  You will make a good leader for the 
         future generations.  You have good knowledge of our way of 
         life."  That's the time when Red Crow was given the 
         chieftainship.  The next day they were given money, the minor 
         chiefs were given it first.  The rest of the people were given 
         money under their respective chief.  Twelve dollars was given 



         to each person.  When treaty money was first given out at Fort 
         Macleod, the people were only given $5.00 (three years after 
         signing of the treaty).  They were given $12.00 just for two 
         years.  The government that made the treaty took $7.00 back.  
         The government said these seven dollars will be put in the bank 
         for you. Ever since that time to now, we keep saying, "Our 
         money in the bank, our money in the bank."  The government says 
         that anything we need will be bought from this money in the 
         bank, and he told the people, "Remember there will be ten cents 
         added to each dollar every year for the money that's put in the 
         bank for you." 
          
              Today how can I count my money or how could I understand 
         about my money in the bank.  I'm 71 years old now.  That's the 
         way it was told to me. Up to now, today, seven dollars a year was 
         put in the bank for me and I haven't seen or used that money.  
         I haven't benefitted anything for my money in the bank.  This 
          
         is the way I was told of the treaty.  At the end of the 
         meeting, Tall White Man said to Bad Head, "Where would you want 
         to be living with your people.  Are you going to stay around 
         this land of Blackfoot Crossing?"  Bad Head said, "No, my place 
         of living and land is to the south, the Belly Buttes.  My 
         parents and relatives were buried over there and I don't want 
         to live any other place."  Tall White Man, "Yes, I see.  You, 
         Crowfoot, are you staying here?"  "Yes, this is my land.  I'll 
         stay on this land."  Tall White Man, "You, Peigans, where will 
         you have for your land?"  Peigan Chief, Sitting on the Eagle 
         Tail Feathers said, "My place of living and land is the 
         Porcupine Hills.  That's where I will go and live.  I know how 
         I made a living by hunting in that land."  I didn't hear about 
         the Sarcee and the others what they wanted.  This is what I was 
         told.  I do not want to add anything that I didn't hear of.  
         Our chief (Bad Head) chose this land to have between the two 
         rivers, Kootenay (Waterton) River and St. Mary's River.  I'll 
         be living and have this land between these two rivers.  Today 
         we are not using our land by Kootenay (Waterton) River and we 
         own all the timber land at the mountains between the two 
         rivers.  Tall White Man said, "You own all this land as far 
         east to South Saskatchewan River - you own all this area.  You 
         will have all this area to carry on your trapping and hunting 
         for all your Blackfoot speaking people."  The land across the 
         river is land that we are not using.  That's what I know about 
         the treaty. 
          
              Down in between the two rivers where the Mennonites are 
         and north to police line there and all in that bottom area 
         Indian people lived in log cabins in the bottom area between 
         the two rivers.  Rain came and it flooded in 1902.  People 
         moved up from the flood area to the dry land.  The police also 
         moved up. There was a storekeeper in the bottom by the name of 
         George.  He also moved up.  When the water went down and dried 
         up, the Indians moved back to their homes in the bottom.  The 
         head of the police told the Indians to move to the other side 
         of the river south to build their houses and lived there, for 
         if it floods again, it will be worse.  So the Indians moved up 
         from this part of their land to the other side of the river. I 



         saw one of these log houses was still standing where the police 
         were.  That was all our land between the rivers as well as this 
         side where we are now.  Then came Chief Child and the Indians 
         cut and put up hay for him, all along on this Indian land, 
         between the two rivers.  The Indians were putting hay up all 
         summer for this man right up to this side of Waterton.  This 
         man, Chief Child, leased all this land after he quit haying.  
         He leased this land to the Mormons.  The Indians never gave up 
         this land of theirs they just leased it for haying. 
          
          
              Chief Child had a house by Glenwood bridge built of 
         stones.  This man, Chief Child, was a big cattle rancher.  This 
         is how I know about this land of ours this side of Kootenay 
         (Waterton) River.  We lived and used that land of ours. The 
         Indians never made any settlement with the government for the 
         white people to take it away from us, and the proof that this 
         land was really ours is that the Indians put up Sundances in 
         four different places so we had four Sundance Monuments as our 
         landmark for this piece of land.  On the south side of our land 
         is marked by St. Mary's River, we owned the land right to the 
         U.S.A. border.  We didn't say two miles less to the border.  
         Our land was right to the border.  We owned the land right to 
         the mountains.  We Indians here named a lot of these places we 

- that's our land too.  

ave 

r to 
 

my 

  INDEX TERM          IH NUMBER        DOC NAME    DISC #      PAGE # 

COHOL 
of              IH-227         C. BOTTLE      25         2  

         owned, like Crowsnest, like all these lands that were taken 
         away from us, white people are using, sawmills, farm lands and 
         other industries on our own Indian land. 
          

   Cardston, where the Mormons are now            
         We just let the Mormons stay overnight for camp.  Chief Red Crow 
         let them camp for one night.  The Mormons fed the chief the 
         leftovers of their meal and gave him tobacco and the Mormons 
         told the chief to come back the next day to have some more 
         leftovers.  When the Mormons saw the chief was crazy, they g
         him some liquor.  When the chief got drunk, the Mormons asked 
         to stay for the winter and gave him more grub.  Red Crow said, 
         "You can spend the winter here."  The Mormons started to cut 
         logs and started to build their houses to live in for the 
         winter.  The chief was given grub, liquor and tobacco all 
         throughout the winter.  By now all the women were going ove
         Mormons for liquor.  Today the Mormons preach against drinking to
         the Indians.  Liquor is the reason why we have lost our land.  
         Somehow the Mormons got the chief to sign papers to lease this 
         land to the Mormons, he didn't know for how many years.  The 
         Mormons wrote 99 years we have heard.  Today we haven't got 
         anything for it, the land.  This is what I have been told by 
         elders.  Red Crow alone made a deal with the Mormons, not the 
         people.  This is all I know about the treaty.     
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