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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Both of Mr. Crow's parents were present at the signing of 
         Treaty 7 in 1877.  He was born in 1901. 
         - Treaty #7 promises including those relating to the boundaries 
         of the Peigan reserve. 
         - Indian use of herbs, rocks, trees and paint. 
         - Surrender of Peigan land. 
         - Aspects of poverty among Indians, including the use of "Poor 
         Man's letters."          
         Albert:  All right Jack, what do you know concerning the treaty 
         from the stories told you by your mother and father? 
          
         Jack:  I don't have a very clear mind.  It is too long ago when 
         these stories were told to me.  The first treaty they gave us 
         $12.00, the second payment was only $5.00.  Our understanding, 
         from the interpreter, was that $7.00 was taken out and put away 
         (in trust) for future use of the Indian people.  Ever since 
         then we've received $5.00.  Today we are still wondering about 
         the $7.00. 
          
         Albert:  How much did Indians know concerning land surveying 
         and measuring? 
          
         Jack:  They did not know about the white man's methods of land 
         surveying and measuring land.  Even today we don't understand 
         much more.  They had no information on this.  Only now the 
         people are beginning to understand about their land (This is 
         also another indication of the incompetency of the interpreters 



         at the time of the treaty negotiations). 
          
         Albert:  What about promises made at the treaty? 
          
         Jack:  The promises they made at the treaty were to be kept as 
         long as the sun shines and the rivers flow, that the government 
         will help and look after us (The Indian People).  After the 
         treaty the people were obligated to occupy reserves. 
          
         Albert:  After this, did the people have better times?  Or did 
         they suffer under these circumstances? 
          
         Jack:  They had very tough and harder times.  One evidence was 
         that Tom Little Plume, who was a scout for the police at Fort 
         Macleod at one time told me that sometimes he would get sent to 
         patrol the camps along the rivers.  It was one of these patrols 
         that he had seen butchered dogs hanging from trees - the people 
         were starving and were eating their own dogs? 
          
         What the people always believed was that their country began 
         from Waterton Lakes and North to Nanton (a place called Squaw  
         Buffalo Jump) and east to Medicine Hat to a place called Look 
         Out Buttes.          
         Freckled Face (Maunsell) was a white man, who ranged his 
         cattle on the reserve.  He claimed the Indians killed his 
         cattle.  This could be true as the Indians were so hard up and 
         starving.  When he fenced the land, he made it understandable 
         to the Indians, that this fence was only temporary and was for 
         the purpose of holding his cattle so they wouldn't stray.  This 
         is not our land as we know it to be; the land I described 
         earlier is really our land.  So Freckled Face fenced his 
         temporary fence which is the reserve as we know it today.  The 
         big ranchers at the East base of the Porcupine Hills drove the 
         cattle to be slaughtered at the Old Agency.  They supplied the 
         rations (of beef) for the people. 
          
         Albert:  Is it true that Sitting on the Eagle Tail Feathers 
         was the spokesman for the Peigans at the time of Treaty No.7? 
          
         Jack:  He was the leader who spoke for us (the Peigans) at the 
         treaty. 
          
         Albert:  Is it true that he claimed the Porcupine Hills? 
          
         Jack:  He claimed the Porcupine Hills and the Crowlodge 
         country.  It is part of our land where the Old man's play- 
         grounds are (mouth of Oldman River).  The landmarks are still 
         there.  A white man used to live there and he knew that this 
         was Indian land, and whenever Indians would go there he would 
         send them away. 
          
         Albert:  How big are the Porcupine Hills in the Indians' 
         understanding? 
          
         Jack:  Today we only have the tip, but they stretch out far 
         north-west of Nanton.  This was the area our leaders asked for 
         at the treaty. 



          
         Albert: How did the Indians use medicine, and what do you know 
         about herbs and roots? 
          
         Jack:  Silver root is used on swelling.  It is found in the 
         sand hills.  Dry taste roots are used commonly; wild rose roots 
         are also used.  Soo-yes-sti, or flat lying plant for colds.  
         Yellow root, a bitter root grow in swamps, and are used for 
         swelling, bruises and sprains.  Milk root is known to ease 
         swelling pain; this is found in low lying valleys.          
         Albert:  What way did the people use rocks? 
          
         Jack:  Pipes was one way.  Hot rocks for steaming. These were 
         used when someone was sick with fever; many people survived 
         sickness from the use of steam houses.  This method was also 
         used for toughening up bodies.  Steam houses were also used in 
         a religious manner.  It consists of a long ceremony, praying 
         and steaming themselves until the leader would open the door 
         and they would crawl out to cool themselves. 
          
         Albert:  How were trees used? 
          
         Jack:  At the Sundance, they used trees for the centre pole.  
         Trees had many uses.  Also at the Sundance trees were used to 
         make a shelter for the medicine man who wouldn't eat for four 
         days and nights.  He also drank the sap of the trees to moisten 
         his mouth as he was not allowed to drink water. 
          
         Albert:  Is it true that the Indian agent put a stop to using 
         trees?  He said that the taking of bark would kill off the 
         trees? 
          
         Jack:  I never heard of this.  At the Sundance a medicine man 
         would pierce two sticks through his chest muscles and attach 
         these to raw hide ropes suspended to the centre Sundance pole.  
         He would dance till the muscles tore.  If he could not do this 
         on his own, a stout woman would grab him from behind and help 
         him accomplish this break. 
          
         The last person to perform this act on this reserve was Sarcee- 
         man.  This was then stopped by the police; it was the end of 
         this ceremony. 
          
         Albert:  How did they get the paint at Upper Castle river? 
          
         Jack:  Yes, I used to go with the old people to get this paint.  
         When they arrived at the site, they would make camp, gather 
         berries, sing, pray and use rattles.  They prayed so this paint 
         would be found easily.  If noise were made they claimed, the 
         paint would disappear.  Some would break and scrape rocks but 
         would never find any.  It was then that they would express that 
         the paint had crawled into the rocks and disappeared.  Some 
         were lucky and paint would come out to them.  Buffalo rocks 
         were painted by medicine men with this paint and animal fat.  
         While painting the rocks, sweetgrass incense was burnt over hot 
         ashes.          
         These buffalo rocks were then later used as good luck charms.  



         At nights they would go through the usual ceremonies.  The 
         buffalo rocks all treated were all put out in place. 
          
         Albert:  After the celebrations and ceremonies were over, how 
         long did they stay? 
          
         Jack:  They stayed for four days and four nights, all the while 
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         praying.  The last time I was there all the markings left, 
         showing that the people used to go there and were all gone. 
          
         Albert:  Was it Indian land too? 
          
         Ja
         Peigans, as part of their reserve.  I was in school about the 
         age of 13 or 14 when this reserve was supposed to have come 
         into being.  I went with my brother Jim Crow Flag (about 1913
         It was then that I saw a metal marker stating that it was 
         called Crow Eagle Reserve and belonged to the Peigans.  The
         was a road that goes on a ridge straight below in the location 
         where they found the paint on the east slope of the basin.  
         There is a pine tree with a big sign saying Crow Eagle 
         Reserve.  The last time I went there, I went with Yellow
         to find this tree, it was gone, it appeared to have been sawed 
         off (around 1930). 
          
         Albert:  If you were 13 or 14 during this time, it must have 
         been around 1913 or 1914? 
          

ck:  I remember looking          Ja
         Just lately Chief McDougall and his wife and I went looking f
         it, someone else was along but I forget who it was.  We were 

          all looking for that metal sign, they found one piece of metal
         west of camp site near an old R.C.M.P. log house. 
          

bert:  When do you remember was that last time o         Al
         went up there? 
          

ck:  I went w         Ja
         didn't go for paint, our purpose was hunting.  We camped there. 
         The women said they were going but I don't know if they went.  
         Four Horns and his wife went after this along with other 
         people.          
         Albert:  What do y
         river? 
          
         Ja
         people who signed the documents of surrender.  They had been 
         bribed with promises of receiving horses, farm implements, and
         wagons.  But once the Indians had gotten these 'gifts' they 
         found out that they owed money as these had been charged to 
         them.  Some who could not pay this indebtedness had the 
         'presents' repossessed by Indian Affairs in later years. 
         person by the name of Dandy Spear was one Peigan Indian who h
         his things repossessed by Indian Affairs.  They were told to 
         surrender the land, about 23,000 acres of land involved.  The 
         government told them to surrender and sell this.  The surrender
         was obtained by fifteen people; the chief and council refused 



         to sign.  They were to get assistance in the way of 
         agricultural development and other necessities to promote 
         farming.  The land was gone and money was available; the 
         Indians received the promised assets.  But as time progressed 

       pay, whatever was given to them under the original plan was 
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         they were not getting these as was first told.  They found 
         these things had been charged to them and whoever could not 
  
         repossessed. 
          
         All the horses
         treaty promises never really belonged to the Indians.  They all 
         bore the brand of I.D. which are the initials of Indian 
         Department (Indian Affairs).  Any animal running brand-free on 
         the reserve was always turned over to I.D. 
          
         Albert:  What about food rations? 
          
         Jack:  Each head of the family was 
         (e
         my brother, issuing rations.  In more recent times it was cut 
         down to two scoops.  Five pounds of meat per family.  A single 
         person or a married couple would draw the same amount, 
         regardless of how many members in a family.  Each head of a 
         household was allowed a said amount.  Government welfare
         came into the reserve very recently. (Previous to this, welfa
         was issued from Band Funds which amounted to $1,000.00 - 
         $15,000.00 which was given in the form of subsidies.)  These 
         consisted of 10 pounds of beans, five pounds of sugar, 8 p
         oatmeal, three pounds lard, a bar of laundry soap, 1  pounds o
         baking powder.  At times, domestic meat would be issued. 
         Suddenly this was stopped and replaced by wild meat which came 

s              from provincial parks which came from cult animals, and wa
         unbled and improperly dressed.  Dysentry was the result of 
         consuming this meat, but the people continued to eat this meat 
         as there was nothing else to eat.  Meat was never given out 
         free.  It was always charged, to be reinstated at harvest time 
         when money would be available.  Only pensioners over 70 years
         of age were given this charge free.  No such thing as old age 
         pension was ever issued.  Not until 1945 or 46 were old age 
         pension cheques issued in the history of the Peigans to the old
         people of pension age. 
          
         These food rations were 

n's food necessities          ma
         successful in hunting. 
                                                                      

n do you have pertaining to these "poo         Albert:  What informatio
         man's letters"? 
          

o used to write these letters out was an          Jack:  One man wh
         An
         would travel as far as Blairmore with these.  They would be
         villagers, and sometimes they would get a little money along
         with food at times.  They begged meat from butcher shops and 
         food at grocery stores too. 
          
         Albert:  Can you name people 



          
         Jack:  One Indian was Shining Double and Bear Trail was 

other.  They did this because there was no other way.  This 
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         an
         was a way to get by without starving.  These letters the 
         Minister gave only to these people who could not earn their 
         way.  They were old and could not hunt or disabled.  Just 
         lately it was stopped; the police stopped it.  Two Chiefs was
         also one of these people who received notes like that; he was 
         partially blind.     
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