
President’s message – September 2014 

Welcome to the first day of the 2014 Fall Semester! 

If you look around our campus today, and in the days and weeks to come, you will see hallways 
and classrooms full of students. You will see the excitement on the faces of our returning 
students, and perhaps some anxious expectation on the faces of those who are new to our 
University. You will also see faculty members preparing for lectures and teaching in classrooms 
and labs across campus, and staff members doing a tremendous amount of work to help kick off 
another busy semester.  

All this excitement and activity on our campus makes me think about how I have been asked 
several times over the past year to comment on some media accounts of a “lost generation” of 
university students. My response has been simple – that the value of a university education is not 
lost on the current generation of students.  

I made that point again last week in an Op-Ed piece that I submitted to a national media outlet – 
and as our semester begins, I would like to reiterate some of my thoughts from that submission.  

This week, about one million students will arrive at Canadian universities for an education that 
will broaden their horizons, prepare them for a lifetime of meaningful employment, and help 
them contribute to their home communities in countless ways. These students are choosing to 
attend university knowing that the knowledge and experience they gain will benefit them – and 
those around them – for the rest of their lives. 

Our early estimate on the semester’s total number of students at the University of Regina is 
approaching the 14,000 mark – the highest enrolment in our history. As we set new standards for 
enrolment, all of us on our campus should be proud that we are playing such an important role in 
preparing today’s students to become tomorrow’s graduates – people who are ready to make a 
difference in the world.   

While today’s students are graduating into a very different world than that of their parents 25 
years ago, the current educational experience is better preparing students for a complex and ever-
changing world. Now, one out of every two Canadian undergraduate students will have 
experienced an internship, co-operative education placement, or service learning opportunity by 
the time they complete their program. That’s helping our students make an impact in the 
workplace and in the larger community even before they cross the stage at Convocation.  

Today, a robust university educational experience is drawing increasing numbers of students to 
Canadian campuses. At the University of Regina in particular, initiatives like our 45-year-old 
Co-operative Education program and the UR Guarantee are helping to attract and support 
students by preparing them for life and work after graduation.  



Last year, we set a record in career-related co-operative placements with 835. That’s an increase 
of 45 per cent over the past seven years, with 90 per cent of those placements right here in 
Saskatchewan. As a result, most of our co-operative students have permanent job offers before 
they graduate. And in 2013 our Co-operative Education students earned a record $9.7 million to 
help pay for their education, another high-water mark. Across Canada, Co-operative Education 
program enrolment has jumped by 25 per cent in the last seven years, with more than 1,000 
programs now offered at 55 universities, so the University of Regina is not alone in this success. 

Another factor that is making our graduates better prepared to live and work in an increasingly 
complex world is the internationalization of the Canadian post-secondary experience. At the 
University of Regina, more than 800 students have spent at least a semester studying abroad over 
the past four years. This trend is reflected across Canada, where currently 12 per cent of 
Canadian students have a study abroad experience during their university career – a number 
expected to rise as opportunities grow in the coming years. At the same time, the University of 
Regina is becoming a preferred destination for students from around the world.  Last year alone, 
more than 1,600 international undergraduate and graduate students studied on our campus.  

This internationalization of the University of Regina, together with the growth of our cultural 
exchange programs for domestic and international students, is having a profoundly positive 
effect on the academy. I have seen firsthand how important the opportunity to gain a truly global 
perspective is to our students, and how it is further preparing our graduates to address the 
challenges facing today’s world. 

Those who offer conjecture about the lack of opportunity for a generation of university students 
would do well to reconsider the facts. All signs point to a university sector that is alive and well, 
and one that will continue to thrive, attract students, and provide them with an education that will 
help them define their own path to success.  To turn a phrase of a famous Mark Twain quotation: 
“The reports of the death of university enrolment have been greatly exaggerated.” I know this to 
be true as I walk the halls of our University and see the excitement of so many new and returning 
students! 

As faculty and staff, all of you have devoted your working lives to creating the best possible 
educational opportunities for our students, and I want to thank you for that.  I very much 
appreciate how hard you are working to ensure that the start of the 2014 Fall semester is a 
success for our students, and I wish you all the best for a wonderful academic year.  

Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Vianne Timmons 
President and Vice-Chancellor  

 


