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Canadian Statistics
Statistics Canada (http://www.statcan.ca/english/Pgdb/)
has free tabular data on various aspects of Canada’s:

! Economy:  Latest indicators; economic conditions;
primary industries; communication, transportation
and trade; international trade; manufacturing and
construction; finance and services.

! Land:  Geography; environment.

! People:  Population; education; labour, employment
and unemployment; health; families, households and
housing; culture, leisure and travel.

! State:  Government; justice and crime.
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Survey of Household
Spending, 1997
For the first time, data from the 1997 Survey of
Household Spending are available in one
comprehensive microdata file.  This survey, which
replaces the Family Expenditure Survey and the
Household Facilities and Equipment Survey, has data
about spending on a wide variety of goods and
services as well as dwelling characteristics and
information about household ownership of
equipment.  All records have been thoroughly
screened to ensure the anonymity of respondents.

The Survey of Household Spending collects
information about expenditures made by households
and families in Canada on a wide variety of goods and
services:  food, shelter, communications, child care,
furniture, clothing, health care, transportation,
recreation, reading materials, education, tobacco and
alcohol, gambling, taxes, insurance premiums, pension
contributions, money gifts, and charitable
contributions.

It also has data about dwelling characteristics that
include dwelling type, whether repairs are needed,
tenure (owned or rented), year of move, period of
construction, number of rooms and bathrooms, and
the age and type of heating equipment and fuel used.
Household equipment includes household appliances,
communications and entertainment equipment, and
the number of vehicles owned.

DataCrunch is available on-line:
http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/datacrunch.html
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General Social Survey, Cycle
12:  Time Use (1998)
The General Social Survey (GSS) has two principal
objectives: first to gather data on social trends in order to
monitor changes in Canadian society over time, and
second, to provide information on specific social issues
of current or emerging interest.  The core content for the
1998 GSS was time use.  This was the third GSS with
time use as the core content.  Cycle 2 in 1986 and Cycle 7
in 1992 also focussed on time use.

The target population of the 1998 GSS consisted of all
individuals aged 15 and over living in a private household
in all provinces.  The representative sample had 10,749
respondents.  Data were collected over a 12-month
period from February 1998 to January 1999 using a
computer-assisted telephone interview system.

The GSS asked respondents to report a diary of their
time use over a 24-hour period.  This diary provided
information on how Canadians allocated their time for
work, both paid and unpaid, as well as personal and
leisure activities.

GSS respondents were asked to answer yes or no to a
series of 10 questions on their perception of time.  Their
responses were used to create a measure of time-stress.
Those who agreed with seven or more were considered
to have high levels of time-stress.

The GSS Cycle 12 also surveyed Canadians on a number
of other topics including Internet use, self-directed
learning, paid and unpaid work, volunteering, quality of
life, attendance at various cultural events, television
viewing habits and sports participation.  A public use
microdata file, which has been screened for
confidentiality, is now available.  Contact Marilyn
Andrews for further information.

World Values Survey and
European Values Survey
Enables a cross national comparison of values and norms
on a wide variety of topics and to monitor changes in
values and attitudes across the globe.  Contact Marilyn
Andrews for more information.  ICPSR 2790.
Guide to Statistics Canada
Information and Data
Sources on Adult
Education and Training
The Guide to Statistics Canada Information and Data
Sources on Adult Education and Training is your
personal guide to selecting relevant data from surveys
providing information on adult education and
training.
(http://www.statcan.ca:80/english/freepub/81-580-
XIB/81-580-XPB.pdf)

Guide to Data on
Elementary and Secondary
Education in Canada
The Guide to Data on Elementary and Secondary
Education in Canada is your personal guide to
selecting relevant data from studies on elementary and
secondary education in Canada.
(http://www.statcan.ca:80/english/freepub/81F0004
GIB/eduguide.pdf)

Both guides lists and briefly describes
the main sources of data, and for each
source gives:
! the data coverage,

! the main variables available,

! the strengths and limitations of the data,

! the historical continuity,

! the frequency and means of dissemination,

! an indication of the type of analysis that can be
performed.

Both Guides also contains a summary of data sources
which presents and compares their main features.
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Education Indicators in
Canada 1999
Education Indicators in Canada 1999 provides a
comprehensive set of statistical measures, or indicators,
describing the education systems in Canada in terms of
students, teachers, finances and outcomes.  It includes
data from the 10 provinces, Yukon and the Northwest
Territories.  Data were chosen on the basis of two criteria:
the type of education information needed for policy
development, and the practical availability of data.
Education Indicators in Canada 1999 is available at
(http://www.statcan.ca:80/english/freepub/81-582-
XIE/81-582-XIE.pdf)

Longitudinal Files:
National Population Health Survey
The micro data for the longitudinal survey will not be
available for public release.  Researchers have two options
for accessing the data.

1. Conduct their research in the Statistics Canada office
in Ottawa.

2. Submit their SAS or SPSS program via the Internet.

An anonymised data file will be available to researchers so
that they can generate the extraction program.

National Longitudinal Survey of Children
and Youth
Only a cross sectional file has been made available for
"public consumption".  Longitudinal data however can be
accessed through special requests and will be accessible in
the various Regional Data Centers as well.  There will
however be some restrictions as to who and how the file
can be accessed at these Centres.  As for special requests,
there are two ways to do this.  First of all requests can be
made for special tabulations to be run where the NLSCY
Team will do most of the work in writing up the special
requests to produce a custom table(s).  The cost
associated with this method normally starts at $250 per
request/table, and increases with the amount of work
involved.  The second method is through Remote Access
whereby the client prepares the retrieval requests and send
in the program.  The NLSCY Team submits this requests
against the data file and the results are transmitted back to
the client.  The cost for this method is $80 per completed
request.
Machine-Readable
Statistical Information is…
‘Numeric data stored in an electronic file, a CD-ROM or
a diskette; it requires use of statistical analysis software,
for example SPSS.  Frequently, documentation
accompanies the data in the form of guides, data
dictionaries and codebooks which help users to identify
important information included.  Survey questions,
variable names and value labels are typical of the
information included in the documentation.
Additionally, information about the objectives and
methodology used in the survey and the collection of the
data, as well as frequency counts of responses to each
question is included.’  (University of Ottawa)

Users of numeric data files need a working knowledge of
SPSS to manipulate the data files.  SPSS is a commercial
statistics package that Computing Services pays an
annual licensing fee for 100 copies. This software can be
used on any PC with the NetWare client32 software
installed.  See
(http://www.uregina.ca/~network/technotes/514/cctn
514.html) for details on setting up your machine to use
SPSS.

Food Expenditure Survey
(FOODEX) 1996
Are you interested in doing in-depth analysis of the food
spending patterns of Canadian households?  For
example, do you need to know what proportion of the
budget is spent on various food categories by different
types of households?  Or which households purchased
meals in restaurants and what kind of restaurants they
favour?  The microdata file from the 1996 Food
Expenditure Survey gives data users access to hundreds
of detailed variables about food spending, the quantity of
food purchased, and the type of store or restaurant
where purchases occurred.  Also included are a variety of
household demographic variables.

Information on the major food categories is also
available on the Statistics Canada web site.  The
information is provided for Canada, regions, provinces
and selected metropolitan areas at
(http://www.statcan.ca/english/Pgdb/People/Families/
famil27a.htm)
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Contact Information:
Marilyn Andrews

Head, Government Publications and Data Library
           Services

           e-mail:  Marilyn.Andrews@uregina.ca

           Tel: 585-5113

Data Library Services is located in the Dr. John Archer
Library, LY 311, University of Regina.

Hours:  Monday to Thursday, except holidays.

             9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Send to:

If you wish to have your name added to our mailing list
please let us know.  Likewise, if you wish to have your
name removed from the mailing list please inform us.
R E C E N T L Y  R E L E A S E D

EMPLOYMENT DYNAMICS, 1997

HOUSEHOLD INTERNET USE SURVEY, 1999

INTER-CORPORATE OWNERSHIP

PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYEE SURVEY, 1999

SMALL BUSINESS PROFILES, 1997

SURVEY OF HOUSEHOLD SPENDING, 1997

WORLD VALUES SURVEY AND EUROPEAN VALUES

SURVEYS, 1981-1984, 1990-1993, & 1995-1997 - ICPSR2790

C O M I N G  S O O N

GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY, CYCLE 13:  VICTIMIZATION

(SUMMER 2000)

LABOUR FORCE SURVEY 1999 (AUGUST 2000)

NATIONAL CHILD CARE SURVEY  (SPRING 2000)

NATIONAL LONGITUDINAL SURVEY OF CHILDREN AND

YOUTH (NLSCY)  – CYCLE 3, 1998-99 (SPRING 2001)

NATIONAL POPULATION HEALTH SURVEY (NPHS)  –
HEALTH CARE INSTITUTIONS 1996-97 (SEPT 2000)

NPHS – HOUSEHOLD COMPONENT 1998-99 (SEPT 2000)

POST SECONDARY STUDENT SURVEY 1984 (SUMMER

2000)

SECOND INTERNATIONAL TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION

1999 (SITES) (WINTER 2000)

SMALL AREA DATA, 1998 (SAD) (FALL 2000)

SOCIAL POLICY SIMULATION DATABASE AND MODEL,
VERSION 8 (AUGUST 2000)

SURVEY OF FINANCIAL SECURITY (JANUARY 2001)

SURVEY OF HOUSEHOLD SPENDING, 1998 - JULY 2000

SURVEY OF LABOUR AND INCOME DYNAMICS (SLID)
(SEPTEMBER 2000)

WORKPLACE & EMPLOYEE SURVEY 1998-99 (SUMMER

2000)
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