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DATACRUNCH 
Issue 15 (Special Orientation Issue) September 2003 

Welcome Data Users 
(& Future Data Users!) 
Data Services extends a warm welcome to all faculty, 
students and staff, especially newcomers to the campus.   

Data Services’ aim is to assist current students, faculty 
and staff to identify, acquire and manipulate electronic 
data sources to support their research and teaching. 

DataCrunch is the newsletter of Data Services; your 
feedback is welcome and appreciated.  Contact Data 
Services if you wish to be added to the mailing list and 
please let us know your format preference: paper or 
electronic.  Back issues of DataCrunch are available 
online. 

Staff 
Marilyn Andrews, Data Librarian  
Telephone:  585-5113;  
e-mail:  Marilyn.Andrews@uregina.ca  

Raye Quickfall, Systems Support Co-ordinator  
Telephone:  585-5420; 
e-mail:  Raye.Quickfall@uregina.ca 

Why Use Data Services? 
!"Term paper research 

!"For statistical analysis – to test a hypothesis 
using existing data files 

!"To replicate another researcher’s statistical 
analysis 

!"When the data needed is not in print form 

!"GeoSpatial data 

Conditions of Use 
Current faculty, students and staff may use Data 
Services and the products made available, for education 
and research purposes only, i.e. non-commercial 
purposes only.  Consult the Licences as posted on the 
Data Services Homepage or contact Marilyn Andrews 
for more information. 

Novell Accounts and 
Downloading 
Use your university e-mail account when working with 
data.  There are two reasons for this:  1.  Some services 
require a university e-mail address as part of their 
authentication process;  2.  Other e-mail accounts may 
not have adequate capacity to receive large data files.   

If you need help setting up your account or if you need 
more information about using your account, you can 
contact the Helpdesk at 585-4685.   

Data Services Homepage 
The Data Services website links to DataCrunch, Census 
data, CANSIM, web extraction tools, licence 
agreements, and much more.  Watch for announcements 
of new products. 

Data Services Workstations  
A wide variety of data files are loaded on the Data 
Services  workstations in LY115.  Additional files can 
be installed as demand and time permit.  Access to the 
machines will be granted upon presentation of a U of R 
i.d. card and current validation. 

Bookings to use these workstations can be arranged by 
contacting Data Services staff. 

http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/datacrunch.html
mailto:Marilyn.Andrews@uregina.ca
mailto:Raye.Quickfall@uregina.ca
http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/
http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/holdings/workstations.html
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Data Liberation Initiative 
The University of Regina is a member of the Data 
Liberation Initiative.  Member universities and colleges 
in Canada are able to access many Statistics Canada data 
files and databases, at no charge to the user.  These files 
are numeric data files with no print equivalent and may 
complement some analytic print products.  Most of the 
data files are in ASCII or flat files and require software 
such as SPSS or SAS, to name two, to utilize them.  See 
the DLI ftp archive for a list of surveys currently 
available.  If you require a survey that is not listed, 
contact Data Services for more information. 

 

Finding and Using Statistics 
Canada Data 
Statistics Canada (STC) is a key source of Canadian data 
on a wide array of topics.  STC publishes an Internet 
guide Finding and Using Statistics:  A Key Source of 
Information on Canada and Canadians; Catalogue No. 
11-533-XIE.  It is well worth looking at this in-depth 
publication.  Topics covered are: 

#"Finding the data; 

#"Using the data; 

#"About Statistics Canada and other resources 

It also contains a section with information about current 
issues, activities and programs and future directions at 
Statistics Canada. 

 

Beyond 20/20 
Some Statistics Canada datasets are distributed in a 
tabular format using the Ivation proprietary Beyond 
20/20 Browser software.  Beyond 20/20 can be 
downloaded for use with the DLI files from the Data 
Library Services homepage.  Usage outside of this will 
require the user to register and purchase a separate 
licence.   

Statistics Canada Research 
Stipend Program 
The Statistics Canada Research Stipend program offers 
support to PhD candidates working on their theses.  The 
program encourages doctoral student researchers to use 
master files from microdata available from longitudinal 
surveys, administrative data and other sources.  These 
files contain more detailed information than the public 
versions.  Limited financial support is available for 
researchers. 

SPSS Available in  
Dr. John Archer Library 
SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) 
software is available in the computer lab in Archer 
Library (LY 114.1).  Hours of opening are the same 
hours as for the Archer Library.  The schedule is also 
posted in the library.   

GeoSuite 
This reference tool, loaded on one of the DLI 
workstations, allows you to view and export codes based 
on census geography at standard levels of geography.   

Inter-university Consortium 
for Political & Social 
Research (ICPSR) 
Membership does have its privileges!  During the 
2002/2003 academic year, the University of Regina 
downloaded 536,627 kilobytes of data from the ICPSR.  
The U of R is one of over 500 member colleges and 
universities throughout the world of the ICPSR, a unit 
within the Institute for Social Research at the University 
of Michigan.  The ICPSR maintains and provides access 
to a vast archive of social science data for research and 
instruction.  Annual summer training programs in 
quantitative methods for research and instruction to 
facilitate effective data use are also offered. 

http://www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/ftp.htm
http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/11-533-XIE/free.htm
http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/11-533-XIE/free.htm
http://www.statcan.ca/english/edu/stipend.htm
http://www.uregina.ca/library/info/lib_hours.html
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ICPSR Direct is the service that enables U of R 
researchers to directly download their own data.  For 
assistance with identifying datasets relevant to your 
research needs or for assistance with downloading, 
contact Data Services or go the ICPSR website. 

NRCAN Geospatial Data 
The University of Regina has contracted with 
Communication Canada Depository Services Program 
(DSP) and Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) to 
provide campus access to digital topographic maps and 
other products from the Centre for Topographic 
Information in Sherbrook, Quebec.  This is a joint 
venture between the Geography Department Map 
Library and Data Services.  There is no charge to users 
for this. 

The Map Library provides service for paper maps 
housed in the Map Library (CL 316).  Data Services 
provides access to the digital products by means of a 
mediated service.  Researchers must sign a statement 
regarding their use of the files. 

NRCan digital products available are: 

o NTDB: The National Topographic Data Base 

o CDED:  Canadian Digital Elevation Data 

o Administrative Boundaries 

o URN:  The Updated Road Network 

o CanImage 

o CanMatrix 

Spatial Mapping Academic 
Research Tools (SMART) 
DMTI Spatial offers a suite of 9 different products with 
nationwide coverage.  They include detailed street maps, 
census data and boundary information, postal geography, 
topographic maps and geographic features for all 
Canadian urban areas.  Included are topographic 
coverage of 156 urban areas covering 76% of Canada’s 
population (as of the 1996 Census); street names for 
communities of 1000+ population and street addressing 
for communities of 2000+ population.   

DMTI is available in the following formats:  ArcView 
Shape, Mapguide, Mapinfo and ArcLogistic Route. 

GeoPinpoint Geocoding Software is a useful tool, 
offered by DMTI for georeferencing address 
information.  Contact Data Services to receive a copy. 

Requests for files from these datasets may be sent to 
Marilyn Andrews.  DMTI files are also available 
through IDLS. 

IDLS – Internet Data 
Library System 
IDLS is a web extraction tool developed at the 
University of Western Ontario that allows users to 
retrieve large datasets, codebook information and dataset 
descriptions for statistical software.  Data can be 
searched at the variable level.  IDLS is one option for 
retrieving DLI and ICPSR data; for other options, 
contact Data Services staff.  IDLS is available from the 
Data Services Homepage 

A descriptive article on IDLS can be read in the DLI 
Update, Volume 5, Issue 1, 2002. 

LANDRU 
LANDRU (Local Access to Networked Data Retrieval 
Utility) provides a user-friendly point and click interface 
to retrieve many DLI data files.  Access to LANDRU is 
generously provided by the University of Calgary.  
LANDRU is one option for retrieving DLI and ICPSR 
data; for other options, contact Data Services staff. 
Keyword searching and extraction of data files is 
available as are SPSS command files and customized 
codebooks. 

LANDRU is available from the Data Services 
Homepage. 

CO-OP Students, Work 
Term Projects & DLI 
Question:  I am a student in the Faculty of 
Administration and I will be doing a work term at a 
company next year.  May I take data with me? 

 

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/index.html
http://www.uregina.ca/arts/geography/map-lib.htm
http://www.dmtispatial.com/geocoding_software.html
http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/
http://www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/Document/updatev51.pdf
http://www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/Document/updatev51.pdf
http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/
http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/
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Answer:  Yes.  As part of your education experience, 
business students are encouraged to build data costs into 
their project proposals.  UNDER NO 
CIRCUMSTANCES can the data be left with or given to 
the company.  ONLY THE RESULTS CAN BE SHARED.
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Contact Information: 
 
Marilyn Andrews, Data Librarian 

           e-mail:  Marilyn.Andrews@uregina.ca 

           Tel: 585-5113 

 

Raye Quickfall, Systems Support Co-ordinator 

           e-mail:  Raye.Quickfall@uregina.ca 

           Tel: 585-5420 

 

Data Services is located in: 

Education/Fine Arts Library, ED208.2 

University of Regina. 

 

Hours:  Monday to Friday 

             Appointments recommended. 

 

 

DataCrunch Issues on the Web: 
http://uregina.ca/datalibrary/datacrunch.html

 

 

 Send to: 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe 
If you wish to have your name added or removed from 
our mailing list please let us know. 
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