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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Jim Shot Both Sides, Head Chief of the Blood Reserve, Alta.   
         - Tells his father's account of the signing of the Treaty #7 
         and the promises made at that time. 
          
              Story told by Jim Shot Both Sides on the history of Treaty 
         7 that took place at Ridge Under the Water, what he was told by 
         elder Indians and what he learned from them and what he 
         discovered ever since he became head chief of the Blood tribe. 
          
              I will tell what I know from my old man who said the 
         police force spent 3 years here in the west.  When the peace 
         treaty took place at Ridge Under the Water, there were five 
         tribes that took part in making the Peace Treaty at Ridge Under 
         the Water.  About 30 head of beef cattle were slaughtered for 
         them to get together.  And the five tribes received a sum of 
         $12.00 per head. The same place at Ridge Under the Water is 
         where they were given land.  And this guy who was used as 
         interpreter, I think his name was Chief Bird (Jerry Potts), was 
         a halfbreed. 
          
              The peace treaty was completed.  As time went on, a place 
         called Received Money on Edge of Hill, that's where they 
         received some more money and that's when Red Crow chose the 
         Belly Buttes for his land.  And the white guys didn't like him 
         choosing his own land because he already had made peace treaty 
         on land.  It took four days in discussing and finally Red Crow 
         told them that his reason for choosing Belly Buttes for his 



         future land was that his mother, dad and all his relatives are 
         buried there and then the white men knew and understood.  He 
         said, "I didn't know that all your relations were buried 
         there," and it was agreed by white men. 
          
              This is how much I know. And also my mother, Long Time 
         Pipe Woman, when Medicine Sun Old Man were married recently, 
         she also told me at the first peace treaty we all received the 
         sum of $12.00.  Then they told us, "Seven dollars will be put 
         in trust account for your future use.  Besides, you will be 
         receiving $5.00 every year from now on."  The head chiefs 
         received $25.00, the minor chiefs $15.00 each and also were 
         given a suit of clothes.  That was when we made peace treaty, 
         and they were also given medallions.  This all took place at 
         peace treaty agreement.  I am just mentioning all the promises, 
         like for some cattle, and one person and whoever has a wife 
         will be allotted one section of land. 
          
              This is how much I remember.  It's too long ago, the way 
         the story is being mentioned. 
          
                   (This ends the historical [recollections] of Treaty 7) 
          
         Mike:  Do you ever hear about Red Deer River area and South 
         Saskatchewan River area for our forefathers to roam that far 
         north?   
          
         Jim:  A few years back is the time when I heard about Red Deer 
         River, I think that's what it's called, and all of Sweet Grass 
         Buttes is our land. 
          
         Mike:  I will ask you another question.  When Tall White Man 
         came out west, did he mention when negotiating the peace treaty 
         that we surrender the land, or did he just go ahead and locate 
         the land for us on both sides of the Bow River?  Did he ever 
         mention our land?  Did anyone ever tell you about or if you 
         ever heard about it or did you ever discover it ever since you 
         were head chief? 
          
         Jim:  I just got through saying I never heard my old man to say 
         we surrendered the land at the negotiating of the Peace Treaty.  
         This I never heard or was told. 
          
         Mike:  I will ask one more question.  On the west border of 
         sunshine province, it's called Alberta, and over the mountains 
         in B.C. province, there is a strip of land.  It starts from 
         U.S.A. border and follows the mountains to the north.  I think 
         it's approximately 8 or 15 miles wide.  This land was 
         discovered by north Indians. It was never included in our peace 
         treaty negotiations.  I wonder if you ever heard and knew about 
         it.   
          
         Jim:  I never heard about it.  My old man never mentioned that 
         to me. 
          
              That's all.  What I have said is what my old man told me.  
         It's a big thing and it doesn't look good to exaggerate. 



          
              This concludes the story on Treaty 7 history.     
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