
President’s message – June 2015 
 
June has always been one of my favourite months of the year.  In part, that’s because of the 
arrival of summer – which seems to have come a bit early this year, if the recent hot and dry 
weather is any indication!  In addition, I love June because it is the month in which we celebrate 
Spring Convocation.   

This year, Convocation takes place from Wednesday, June 3 through Friday, June 5, with 
ceremonies being held at the Conexus Art Centre each day beginning at 2 p.m.  By the end of the 
week, 2,057 students – the largest spring graduating contingent in our history – will have crossed 
the Convocation stage to receive their degrees, diplomas and certificates. They will join the 
65,000 strong who share the distinction of being University of Regina alumni.  

At each Convocation ceremony we take time to recognize a number of students whose academic 
performance has been especially noteworthy. I would like to share with you the stories of some 
of these remarkable students.   
 
Natasha Ku will receive the Spring Convocation President’s Medal, presented to the student who 
demonstrates the strongest combination of academic excellence and extra-curricular leadership 
while completing an undergraduate degree. Natasha is graduating with a Bachelor of Arts with 
Great Distinction and an International Designation. Her major was in Japanese. She has also 
earned a Bachelor of Science with Great Distinction as a Mathematics major. That Natasha has 
earned degrees in two such diverse disciplines at the same time is extraordinary – and that she 
maintained an average above 90 per cent is truly a remarkable achievement. She is a tireless 
volunteer and tutors other students in Japanese and statistics. Natasha is also the recipient of the 
Faculty of Arts Dean’s Medal. 
 
The Governor General's Academic Gold Medal recognizes outstanding academic  
achievement by a graduate student. This year’s recipient is Dr. Darryl Hunter, who  
graduated in October 2014 with a PhD in Education. Dr. Hunter has received numerous graduate 
scholarships and awards, including the 2014 President’s Distinguished Graduate Student Award. 
His supervisor, Dr. William Dolmage, has said that in his 25-plus years in the academy, Dr. 
Hunter is, without question, the most capable graduate student he has ever encountered. Dr. 
Hunter’s overall average in his doctoral work was 92.75 per cent.  
 
The Governor General's Academic Silver Medal, awarded to the undergraduate student who 
achieves the highest academic standing in a Bachelor's degree program, goes to Isabella Hugel. 
Isabella has earned a Bachelor of Science with Great Distinction in Computer Science, with a 
Co-operative Education designation. In 2012, she was the recipient of a University-sponsored 
NSERC undergraduate student research award for her work developing crowd animation 
software. In 2013, she received a second NSERC Undergraduate Student Research Award. 
Isabella is also the recipient of the University Prize in Science as the most distinguished student 
graduating with a first degree from the Faculty of Science.  
 
The University Medal is presented at each Spring Convocation to the student with the most 
distinguished academic performance during the past 12 months. This year the award goes to two 



students who both had a CGPA of 96.8 per cent.  Belma Kamencic from the Faculty of Science 
and Tuan Mihn Mai from the Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science are the recipients.   
 
At this week’s Convocation we are also bestowing the University’s highest honour, an honorary 
degree, on the following three worthy recipients.  

Don Black is a successful Regina business owner and generous philanthropist. In 1992 he 
became CEO of a small Regina-based investment management firm and transformed it into 
Greystone Capital Management, now one of Canada’s largest independent investment firms, 
with approximately $35 billion of assets under management.  

Ann Callahan was one of the first Aboriginal nurses to graduate from the Health Sciences Centre 
in Winnipeg. Throughout her life she has sought to improve the health of Aboriginal people and 
encourage Aboriginals to enter the healthcare field. She has also lectured widely on her 
residential school experience. 

Kevin Vickers is Canada’s Ambassador to Ireland after a distinguished career with the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police and as sergeant-at-arms of the House of Commons. Ambassador 
Vickers became a national hero when he and his staff halted an armed attack on Parliament Hill 
in October 2014.  

I would like to congratulate our honorary degree recipients as well as all of our student award 
recipients. You can find a complete list of those individuals at 
http://www.uregina.ca/external/communications/releases/current/nr-060220151.html  

Convocation is a wonderful event and the culmination of years of hard work and sacrifice by our 
students and their families. I hope to see as many of you as possible at the ceremonies.  

Enjoy Convocation, thank you for everything you have done for our students over the past year, 
and enjoy your summer.  

Sincerely,  

Vianne Timmons 
President and Vice-Chancellor 

 

 
 


