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         GEORGE FIRST RIDER 
          
              George First Rider of the Blood Reserve was born in 1904.  
         He had no formal schooling but became an accomplished horseman 
         and worked for a time on the rodeo circuit.  After working as a 
         farmer he ended up in jail as a result of alcoholism and theft.  
         He attributes his reform to his conversion to Christianity. 
              He prides himself on his ability as a storyteller and on 
         his knowledge of Blood culture, particularly the holy societies 
         many of which he joined as a young man. 
 
          
         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Describes various ceremonial dances. 
         George First Rider:  Okay, we are talking about dances.  We are 
         now talking of all kinds of various dances.  These dances that 
         I am telling about, there are some that I didn't see.  I 
         illustrate this with what I heard.  Somebody may know it better 
         but I will not put an argument over it the way I saw it and the 
         way I heard it. 
          
         Now it was in the old war.  This is in 1914 when the war broke 
         out.  The Blood Indians that went to war all came back in 1918.  
         There was a big victory singing at that Sundance.  I saw that 
         and I will tell a story about that.  Now a man's child is just 
         able to walk.  He put him in a place where the child's body 
         will be made strong.  The making of the child healthy made him 



         to be aggressive.  When a child is naughty the man will call 
         out to an aggressive young man, he'll tell him, "Come and dip 
         this child in the water."  This occurred to me; I (First Rider) 
         was thrown in the water.  I was thrown into a frozen water and 
         I broke the ice and I had scratches on my sides.  My father 
         wanted me to have to be healthy; that is how the people of the 
         past lived. 
          
         In bitter cold winters, children are put in a hole that is made 
         in the ice.  They are held by the feet and they're dipped into 
         the hole in the ice but they are pulled out.  Some are thrown 
         in the snow.  The ones that are raised like that don't get 
         sick.  If they get sick, thorns are stuck into their bodies 
         where the pain is and the thorns are burned and they burn into 
         the body and the burns are scratched and they are treated with 
         gunpowder.  There is nothing gentle in the lives of the people 
         that left us.   
          
         When they get to that kind of life, some are young people.  
         They go on the warpath at the age of fifteen (15) and sixteen 
         (16) years.  A boy that is going on the warpath is given a 
         sinew, an awl and his knife and his bow and arrows and his 
         rope.  Then he will go.  He will take so many pairs of spare 
         moccasins; he'll take those along, on their way.  So they 
         walked along.  They sleep out in the open.  Sometimes ice will 
         be floating down the river, still they'll swim across.  They 
         want a dance to be held.  They will sneak up to enemy camps. 
          
         On the way, when they are gone very far, they thought of home 
         and they had a stick-tapping dance.  They sang about their 
         girls, "The girls must be listening."  These are words.  In 
         another song are as follows, "Don't think that I am dead.  I'll 
         be eating berries on my way home."  There are a lot of worded 
         songs.  What a woman said will be worded in a song when they 
         have the stick-tapping dance.  The ones that are on the warpath 
         are all men, if anyone in the war party has a sister that he 
         left behind the others will sing about his sister and he will 
         not say anything. 
          
         They were discovered when they approached the camps and the 
         enemy charged them but they killed a man.  They took a scalp 
         and they jumped on the horses and they ran home.  How many 
         nights were they on the run?  While they were on the run they 
         stopped and had another dance. They stood on the ridge, 
         victorious, and when they got to the camps they dispersed to 
         their homes and they gave the scalps that they took to the 
         other people.  The people said, "Wait.  We will have a victory 
         dance and then the people will take the things that are given 
         to them."  That is why transferable artifacts exist. 
          
         Okay, the victory dance got under way.  If a woman's distant 
         husband is not aggressive she will dress up just like him and 
         she will join the victory dance.  The four drummers stood there 
         and the men all stood there.  They are the war party; they all 
         stood in a row.  There never were too many people in the war 
         party.  They say there is a lot of commotion in a war party 
         with too many people and they get discovered by the enemy.  It 



         is better if there are a few people; maybe there are over ten 
         people in a war party. 
          
         They have given away what they took and the men gave them back 
         to them and they gave them to the women -- a scalp or a gun or 
         a knife, whatever they took, parfleches or whatever they stole.  
         Or maybe a man stole a spear.  And they will sing the victory 
         song.  The songs sound very nice; we all know the victory 
         songs.  The women will all stand on one side.  They are called 
         the dancers.  They dance in a sort of way like an owl dance and 
         they held the scalps high in their hands.  They sing mocking 
         songs to the enemy.  They sang victory songs because they were 
         pleased. 
          
         That is why a victory song is worded as follows, "Buffalo Head 
         Flag is our neighbor but he cried," and they whoop and they all 
         yell.  The victory dancers drummed like an owl dance drumming.  
         The people will go and join the celebration.  Sometimes the 
         people of the whole camp will join in; the victory dance was a 
         real big dance. Finally it came to the Gros Ventres.  The women 
         will dance the victory dance like this.  There will be a man, a 
         woman, a man, a woman, a man and a woman.  They dance just like 
         an owl dance.  They dance around in a circle.  The songs sound 
         very nice.  They dance like the first woman dance. 
          
         Sometimes the Gros Ventres will start a victory dance in the 
         morning and the victory dance will end up until dawn of the 
         next morning, the dance is that enjoyable.  They sing victory 
         songs of the people that they killed and the things that they 
         stole from an enemy.  They mock at the enemy who is called Our 
         Game Opponent.  The boys have a kicking game.  They kick each 
         other and there are some that cannot be defeated.  Finally the 
         kicking game was converted into a dance and finally it turned 
          
         into a procession play.  In this procession play the dancers 
         will dance along where it is dangerous.  This procession play 
         consists of a boy, a girl, a boy, and a girl, and so on, in 
         line.  The procession play is performed at the circle 
         encampment.  They dance to the chant of the victory songs.  The 
         dance of the Medicine Pipe -- that they dance around the camp 
         circle with -- originated from the procession dance.  That is 
         why the Medicine Pipe owners dance around the camp circle; it's 
         from the victory dance.  The participants of the victory dance 
         are the ones that give away gifts.  The victory participants 
         will just pile up what they paid for, for dancing in one place.  
         After the victory dance they will give the dry goods to people 
         of different tribes and the old people; those are gifts. 
          
         After the dance, the ones that are given scalps will give 
         weasel tail suits in exchange for the scalps.  Some get a 
         complete outfit, a weasel tail shirt and pair of weasel tail 
         leggings and they'll hold a dance for the weasel tail suits.  
         They'll dance with the weasel tail shirt and after that they 
         will dance with the weasel tail leggings and all that are in 
         there will all get up and dance and that's another dance.  The 
         next person also will take what was given to him; he may be 
         given a gun.  He will also look for something to give in 



         exchange.  It might be a weasel tail robe.  There are dances to 
         all of these.  That is why children are raised to be healthy 
         and to be aggressive, not to feel the cold and to become a 
         chief.  Chieftainship originated from that.  The sons of some 
         chiefs that don't want to get married, the daughters of some 
         chiefs that don't want to get married, originated from that 
         too. 
          
         A chief's daughter will not be married; she doesn't have to be 
         in love with the boy.  The boy gained dignity.  He went on the 
         warpath and he brings something home.  The boy took a scalp.  
         He'll give the scalp to the chief who has a daughter.  The 
         messenger will tell the chief, "Here is a scalp.  That boy gave 
         it to you as a gift.  Wear it for a necklace and for your 
         daughter to dance with it at the victory dance."  The chief's 
         daughter is not married; she is a chief's daughter.  The chief 
         told her, "Okay, daughter, get ready."  The girl is a favorite 
         child.  He told her, "Here is a scalp that is given to me." 
          
         The chief might be given a gun or he might be given a nice 
         horse.  There is something that was stolen with the horse that 
         was given away or a gift.  And the chief's daughter will dress 
         in her best garments.  So the boy stood with the other that 
         stood in a row; the girl and the women stood in a row.  Now the 
         girl talks to the boy.  She tells him, "Now what am I going to 
         do?"  The boy told her, "You will dance in this manner and you 
          
          
         do this while you're dancing."  So the victory singing started.  
         The victory songs are just for the women to dance to. 
          
         The women dance forward towards to the men and they dance away 
         backwards.  The things that they are dancing with might be a 
         scalp or a gun or a bow and arrows, or binoculars.  What will 
         it be?  They will dance to the man and they brush the men with 
         the things that the men took.  At this point the girl is 
         starting to be in love with the boy, because the boy captured 

 the time she went with the boy to her home, the girl's 
him.  

love.  

r 

er part is the same.  It is called Cree dance.  Now the 

         something in a battle and she never was married.  That is the 
         pay that her father got for her.  Now she dances towards him.  
         She dances with which might be a scalp or a bow and arrows, 

          what will the thing be that she is dancing with in her hand. 
         They put up a victory dance with those things that were taken 
         in a battle.  She told the boy, "Come home with me and I'll 
         feed you."  So she fed the boy. 
          
         At
         mother went out.  She went inside with the boy and she fed 
         The chief didn't say anything because he gave away his 
         daughter.  Themselves, they knew then that they were in 
         The chief went to the father of the boy.  He told him, "They 
         will be married on that certain day."  So he takes his daughte
         to the home of the boy and they are in-laws.  It's on account 
         of the victory dance and the victory dance is still celebrated 
         today. 
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         dancers will be all there.  The Parted Hair Society are 
         dancing; the women are dancing.  Suddenly there will be some 
         people that are going to drum; they are going to use small 
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         will look for a partner when the forward songs are sung.  They 
         will say, "That man is my distant husband.  I will dance to 
         him."  They will say, "The men will dance," or maybe they say
         "The women will dance."  The songs are the same.  They sing the 
         stick-tapping songs and after the forward songs are sung the 
         dance starts.  It is called Cree dance.   
          
         Th
         dance.  She danced up to her distant husband, she dances 
         sideways and finally she stood before him.  The man got up and 
         both of them danced.  The woman's relatives didn't worry.  The 
         man's relatives were the ones that took something to pay for 
         their relative's dance; they took some of their nicest dry 
         goods.  The woman danced up to the man and the man was danci
         too.  She hugged him and as they kissed each other their heads 
         will be covered with a nice blanket or a weasel tail suit or a 
         headdress.   
          
          
         Wh
         their heads.  The woman will take them; those are her own.  She 
         just danced the kissing for the foods.  Their Cree dance is a 
         kissing dance.  How many people that are going to dance like 
         that?  They sang the forward song and again the same 

some wi         stick-tapping songs.  When the forward songs are sung 
         just stand up and dance and they'd point to the places where 
         they gained something in a battle or a raid; that is another 
         dance.  So the dance songs were sung again.  They sound very 
         nice.  Today I heard some owl dance songs.  This time it is th
         man's turn to dance up to the women.  He will dance up to the 
         wealthiest woman that he knows.  They don't kiss any woman, 
         they just kiss their distant wives. 
          

e man will dance up to the woman a         Th
         other.  The husband will say, "Someone is dancing up to my 
         wife," and he will get something to give for his wife's danc
         There are some that I saw... I saw those horses.  They were 
         both buckskin colored and they had bushy fetlocks and a yello
         buggy and the harness were brass studded.  Those were paid for 
         the woman that was kissed.  So that's what it is.  When he sees 
         his wife getting kissed he'll cover her head and the man with a 
         nice blanket.  Some will put so much money on the blanket and 
         the man will take the goods when the singing stops.  The same 
         people don't sponsor the kissing dance.  They give a lot of 
         things in a kissing dance.  These are all various dances.  Th
         other dance is not exactly a dance, it's the tea dance.  They 
         use drums.  Some will kneel down and they will perform.  There 
         are also the odd songs end; they come up to the songs to 

ll do         perform.  A woman will face her distant husband and she wi
         what he does in his performance.  The woman that performed with 
         a big pail of tea, she'll just put it in front of the man. 
          
         Th



         Drinking.  The tea that they are going to drink is boiled and 
         they sing.  The words in the song are, "And well drink gently."  
         And they drink the boiled tea and it didn't burn them.  So the 
         woman will give the man the tea.  The man cannot drink the tea 
         alone.  He will give the woman something, maybe a horse, and 
         the woman will be given back the tea.  The man will also take 
         some tea and he'll perform with it and then he'll give it to 
         the woman and the woman's husband will get something too to pay 
         the man.   
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