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         HI
          

Five elder         - 
         understanding of Treaty #7. 
          

hn:  My name is John Smith         Jo
         and Aboriginal Rights Research, Indian Association, and today I 
         am going to interview some elderly gentlemen from the Sarcee 

          Reserve.  The purpose of this interview is to obtain an Indian
         understanding of the treaty, and of the promises that were made 
         to the Indians by the government representatives at the signing 
         of the treaty.  The elders will now introduce themselves. 
          
         Wh
          
         Di
          

hn:  How old are you?          Jo
          
         Di
          
         John:  Have you always lived here on the Sarcee reserve? 
          

ck:  Yes, I was raised here, born here, and I'm still l         Di
  



          
         John:  You were saying that your father was at the signing of 

e treaty? 

is father was a Blackfoot and he used to be down 
ere.  Well most of the Sarcees moved down there for the 

here? 

cee Reserve. 

 

e on the Sarcee Reserve? 

hn:  What's your name? 

ear. 

-three. 

s your name? 

 on the Sarcee Reserve? 

         th
          
         Dick:  Yes, h
         th
         treaty, they were all mixed up. 
          
         John:  And what's your name? 
          
         Jimmy:  Jimmy Dodging Horse. 
          
         John:  How old are you? 
          
         Jimmy:  Sixty-three 
          
         John:  Were you born 
          
         Jimmy:  Yes, born on the Sar
          
         John:  What's your name?   
          
         Francis:  Francis Crow Chief
          
         John:  How old are you? 
          
         Francis:  Forty-eight. 
          
         John:  Were you born her
          
         Francis:  Yes, that's right. 
          
          
         Jo
          
         William:  William Little B
          
         John:  How old are you? 
          
         William:  Oh, about sixty
          
         John:  Sixty-three. 
          
         William:  Yes. 
          
         John:  And what'
          
         George:  George Heavy Fire. 
          
         John:  How old are you? 
          
         George:  Sixty-two 
          
         John:  Were you born
          
         George:  Yes. 
          



         John:  I will ask these questions and whoever can answer them, 

 you're going to answer a 
estion, I don't know, I think it would be better if one of you 

id 

 say that the Queen, it 
s the Queen's money, and that she will own this country, and 

ng to add to that? 

was the government 
de a promise that we keep treaty, peace; and promise that the 

dians, that we get treaty as long as the river flows and the 
n shines, and so I think that's what treaty means to us. 

ow 

ere giving up their land. 

w Sun, that's what 
guess they understood.  That they were giving their land up. 

 Jimmy Dodging Horse. 

he land?  What did they 
ink of the land?  Did they worship the land? 

 
d from buffalo, that makes their food and tipis, their 

he 
eaty, did people that were signing for the Queen mention 

         you know, just go right ahead and answer them. 
          
         Interviewee:  Yeah, help each other. 
          
         John:  Yeah, help each other, and when
         qu
         said what your name is, and that way it would be easier for me 
         to write it down.  So that, you know, I won't get the names 
         mixed up.  Okay?  What is your understanding of the word 
         treaty as defined to you by your ancestors?  You know, what d
         they say, what did treaty mean to you? 
          
         Dick:  Well, what the treaty meant, they
         wa
         that she signed treaty with most of the Indians down here. 
          
         John:  What's your name? 
          
         Dick:  Dick Star Light. 
          
         John:  Do you have anythi
          
         Jimmy:  Treaty?  Well treaty was, I think it 
         ma
          
          
         In
         su
          
         John:  When they were signing the treaty, did the Indians kn

at they were giving up?          wh
          
         Jimmy:  Yes, I think they w
          
         John:  And this is what your grandfather... 
          
         Jimmy:  Yes, the great-grandfather, Mr. Yello
         I 
          
         John:  They were giving their land up eh? 
          
         Jimmy:  Yeah. 
          
         John:  That was
          
         John:  How did the Indians relate to t
         th
          

rom this land,         Dick:  Well in them days they got their living f
         an
         clothing, everything, and they pick some saskatoons, different 
         kinds of berries. They call this their Mother Earth, see, 
         that's why they call it their Mother Earth. 
          

ere signing t         John:  At the time of the treaty, when they w
         tr



         anything about hunting, fishing or trapping? 
          
         Dick:  Yes, they did.  They just said, "You're

eaty peace with other reserves present," an
 going to sign the 
d then when they 

al services by 
e government at the time of the signing of the treaty? 

about 
at.   

s there anything promised in the treaty about education? 

hn:  How do you fellows think we can protect our treaty 
ghts?  What is left of them?  

pend on our chiefs to give us 
vice and our elders in that case. 

uffalo hunters? 

ime did the buffalo disappear?  Did 
ey disappear before the signing of the treaty or after? 

g after? 

ll you.  My father was there at 
en he was young, and then after, I 

 
 

s tell you why the buffalo disappeared? 

nk there were the white people, Americans, 
and they clean up on the buffalo.  Killing 

es 

falo change the way the 

         tr
         sign treaty with the Queen of this country, and then after that 
         the Queen will look after us in future, see. 
          
         John:  Was there anything promised about medic
         th
          
         Dick: No, there was nothing told.  I never heard anything 
         th
          
         John:  Wa
          
         Dick:  No, nothing. 
          
          
          
         Jo
         ri
          
         Dick:  Well, we've just got to de
         ad
          
         John:  Uh huh.  Were your ancestors b
          
         Jimmy:  Yeah, they were. 
          
         John:  Do you know, what t
         th
          
         Dick:  After, yes. 
          
         John:  About how lon
          
         Dick:  Gee, I just couldn't te

e signing of the treaty, wh         th
         don't know how many years; he's ninety...well moving the camp 
         you know.  They keep moving, you know, and here they used to 

          see these buffalo in a bunch, heading east, all, every buffalo.
         That's the last he said he seen the buffalo.  And I don't know
         what year is that. 
          
         John:  Did the elder
          
         Dick:  No, never. 
          
         Jimmy:  Well, I thi

nters you know,          hu
         them, and just leaving the carcass, and send the hides to 
         overseas.  That's why they disappeared so fast in them days.  

ss         Old people used to tell us they were just leaving the carca
         all over the western territories.  Ever since this, they began 
         to know that the buffalo disappeared. 
          
         John:  Did the disappearance of the buf



         people lived? 

en the buffalo disappeared, white people started 
me of these meat what we're eating today, from some 

ft?   

ck:  Well, I think that's when they had a famine here.  A lot 

hange the way the 
dian people lived?  After they were put on reserves? 

r.  And 
en they had no grub or anything, meat, they used to come to 

 were put on reserves? Did that change 
eir way of life?  Like you know they used to move around from 

treaty, they gave the Sarcees land down 
 Gleichen.  They tried to mix them with the Blackfeet.  But 

 

       didn't like them, see, so the chief came back here to camp; 
Well 
to 
 

ck:  Bull Head. 

hn:  Bull Head?   

       John:  The Indians, when they were put on the reserve, did that 
ange their lives?  The way they used to live? 

          
         Dick:  Yeah, wh

 bring in so         to
         place east.  And when they had a Fort in Macleod, that's where 
         they used to ship them, to Calgary for the Sarcees.  That kind 
         of meat, you know, these cattle, what we eat (Dick Star Light). 
          
         John:  How were the Indians able to survive after the buffalo 
         le
          
          
         Di
         of people died. Some of them were just eating anything they can 
         find.  Say like their horse, or their dog you know.  I don't 
         know how many people died during that time. 
          
         John:  After the treaty was signed did that c
         In
          
         Dick:  No.  There was just a kind of a treaty once a yea
         wh
         Fort Garry there, to pick up some supplies. 
          
         John:  Fort Garry, in Calgary? 
          
         Dick:  In Calgary, yeah. 
          
         John:  How about once they
         th
         place to place before. 
          
         Dick:  When they signed 
         in
         the Blackfeet were bothering them, you see.  Stealing their 
         horses and sometimes they forget the chief, because the chief's
         home was down here where the Old Agency is.  And after the 
         police took them down there to be with the Blackfeet, they 
  
         then he talked with the headman in Calgary here.  He said, "
         I've got my own house, already here, that's where I'm going 
         put my people here."  And this white fellow came out, I think
         there was Mounties with them when they came out - just a few what 
         they've got down in Agency, you see.  And they said yes, to 
         stay here, that's how we came here. 
          
         John:  What was that chief's name at the time? 
          
         Di
          
         Jo
          

ck:  Yeah.          Di
          
  
         ch
          



         Dick: Well yeah; they started building houses, log houses, you 

.  That's how 

hn:  Well, before this came about, what did they do? 

e, until 
mebody gets the word that the treaty men will be coming in.  

ow.  
used to 
, what 

 he explained that 
uld be the same way, this question you know.  I think when 

maybe 

re being 
about them 

e 

ey sign treaties; and first time they had meeting they went 

 

 

hy they took treaty? 

treaty because they wanted to 

         know and then they started little gardens, about a few yards 
         around, you know, and they used to plant potatoes
          
          
         they made their living after they come on the reserve.  They 
         done some hunting, fishing, things like that. 
          
         Jo
          
         Dick:  Well they used to move all over, anywher
         so
         That's when they moved back together to the camps you kn
         That's where they wait for their treaty money.  So they 
         keep roaming around you see, for buffalo, anything, deers
         they can find to kill, to eat you know. 
          
         John:  How did the Indians feel about being placed on reserves? 
          
         Jimmy:  Well maybe Dave Crow Child, maybe
         co
         they were placed on reserves, I think they thought they got 
         their rights to live on the reserve and all that, you know, 
         on the government, and I think they got all right. 
          
         John:  What did the people of Sarcee know about the treaties 
         that were being signed down in the States? You know, before this 
         treaty was signed here?  There were treaties that we

gned down in the States.  Did they hear anything          si
         and did they hear how the people were being treated down in th
         States?   
          
         Dick:  I don't think they heard anything about that.  All they 
         know is they were told to sign treaty here and to mix them up 

her reserves, as friends, not as enemies you see, if          with the ot
         th
         up to Wetaskiwin.  The town of Wetaskiwin.  It's where they 
         made friends with the other Indians, see.  Cree Indians used to
         be our enemies see.  The Sarcees moved up there and they mixed 
         up with the Crees and that's how they made friends, and then 

          the rest of the reserves.  They never knew anything about the
         treaty on the other reserves like in the States you know.  I 
         think they thought this was the only place they were going to 
         sign treaties. 
          
         Jimmy:  No, I don't think we know even treaties from the east 
         you know, like treaty six and so on down.  I don't think we 
         know it. 
          
         John:  Why did the Indian people take treaty?  Why do you think
         they took treaty? 
          

mmy:  W         Ji
          
         John:  Yeah. 
          
         Jimmy:  Well I guess they took 



         be looked after and keep peace with other government and other 
think that's the way treaty is. 

eaty?  Did you hear anything from your ancestors as to how 
 making this treaty?  Did they send people out 

hey had a big 
thering at Treaty Seven. But we never heard anything, like to 

d. 

 the head chief then. 

ee? 

Maybe six or seven 
ars old that time.  And he didn't hear too much about what 

obody told him what this was all about. 

y, I don't think, on this reserve now. 

anybody on this reserve that has any 
latives that knew people at the time? 

 Plume and 

 Head. 

if the Sarcee people knew what they were 
?  Or is it what you said before?  Yeah...  

k that they could go on using their 

         tribes.  So I 
          
         John:  Do you think that's why they wanted to take treaty? 
          
         Harry:  Yeah. 
          
         John:  Did you hear about how they went about making this 
         tr
         they went about
         here before they went down to sign the treaty? 
          
         Jimmy:  Well I never heard anything about that story myself, 
         you know. Maybe they did get together and send people out to 
         send them down to Blackfoot Crossing, to where t
         ga
         be sent down. 
          
         John:  Who represented the Sarcee at Treaty Seven? 
          
         Dick:  Bull Hea
          
         John:  Bull Head? 
          
         Dick:  Yeah, he was
          
         John:  For the Sarc
          
         Dick:  Yes, and my father was just a kid. 
         ye
         was going on see.  And n
          
         John:  Are either of you a descendant of Bull Head? 
          
         Dick:  No. 
          
         Jimmy:  No, not me. 
          
         Dick:  Nobod
          
         John:  Well is there 
         re
          

mmy:  Yeah, there's some downstairs.  Stanley Big         Ji
         Mary One Spot, she's down there. 
          

hn:  And who were they related to?          Jo
          
         Dick: Bull Head. 
          
         John:  Bull Head? 
          
         Harry:  Yeah, Bull
          
         John:  Do you know 

gning treaty for         si
         Did the Indian people thin



         land like they used to before they signed the treaty?  Did they 

ther 
ibes.  But they used to go from here to the States, way down 

ow 

After the treaties.  Because 

 

 

r own reserve.  

 I don't know. Maybe they did, for protection or 
  

hn:  What did your father do for a living?  And what did your 

ck:  Just buffalo hunting, that's all.  Yeah, that's all he 

yotes.  He used to ship them 
 Edmonton.  They used to call Edmonton 'Big House'. Yeah, Big 

just know that they sent their hides up to 'Big 
ch is Edmonton. 

ck:  That's the closest city, where they can trade their furs 
hat. 

hn:  At the signing of the treaty did the Indian people know 

         still feel like they could go around, travelling around? 
          
         Dick:  Yeah, they used to think the whole country was their 
         land see; as long as they dodged all the other tribes, their 
         enemies see.  The only thing they watched out for is the o
         tr
         east, Medicine Hat, Red Deer, all them places, see.  That's h
         big the Sarcees used to roam see. 
          
         Jimmy:  I think they did roam the country after the treaty yet, 
         you know.  Because they didn't understand right away.  So they 
         kept moving around way after yet.  
         their reserves weren't fenced in yet.  You know like Sarcee 
         Reserve, there was no fence around yet, when they were signing 
         the treaty.  So they went anywhere they liked yet, till they 
         were fenced in.  That's when, that's just the time they knew 
         they were treaty Indians.  So that's as far as I know treaty.
          
         John:  Once they realized that they were going to be fenced in
         on these reserves, did that change their lives? 
          
         Jimmy:  Yeah, I think that when they want to go anyplace to 
         visit, like to Gleichen, or Peigan.  Anywhere outside, they 
         used to get a permit, to leave this reserve, thei
         So I guess that's how they know they are fenced in on the 
         reserve.   
          
         John:  Did the Indian people like that? 
          
         Jimmy:  Well

mething.          so
          
         Jo
         father's father do for a living? 
          
         Di
         did was buffalo hunting for a living.  Nothing else.  I think 
         maybe he killed a few wolves or co
         to
         House.   
          
         John:  This was during the fur trading days eh?  Did you hear 
         from any of your ancestors as to how this fur trade was in the 
         old days? 
          
         Dick:  No, nothing. 
          
         John:  You 

use' whi         Ho
          
         Di
         for anything, rifles or food, or pipe tobacco, things like t
          
         Jo
         what 'money' meant? 
          



         Dick:  Not too much.  There wasn't too much to buy in those 

aty money to spend.  But there were not 
see.  And that's where they get their whole 

d 

y 
ow, buffalo hides...trade, beaver pelts, 

e 

  

.  Then 

 

t 
started this interview that they used 
 other people so that they could get 

 
lve dollars per head, and like the youngsters, 
new what money was.  And change, like the change, 

lver, coppers, you might find some of them buried deep, down 

 

 get more money. To get more money.  My father 
nt four times, with his mother, sister, and his brother and 

em.  Four times he went.  And 
me of them, they said they even wrapped up some kind of a 

         days.  Except when they shipped furs to Edmonton.  Then they 
         have extra money, tre

ores around here,          st
         winter's supply, was in Edmonton.  Tobacco, and gun powder an
         all these kinds of things. 
          
         John:  How about the whiskey trade?  Was there much whiskey 
         trade around here? 
          
         Harry:  Just in the olden days I think, before the treaty. 
         That's when the whiskey peddlers came, mostly Americans.  The
         took the furs you kn
         all that.  For whiskey they trade us.  That's the story I'v
         always heard. 
          
         John:  Do you think the Indians were cheated during that time?
         You know, do you think they got fair deal or no? 
          
         Jimmy:  I think they were cheated because for one rifle they 
         say they have to pile their beaver pelts as high as the rifle 
         stands.  Imagine how many beaver pelts that is now
         they'd get the rifle.  You can imagine what beaver pelts to 
         reach the tip of the rifle you know, the gun barrel.  In those
         days you know how long those muzzle loaders are, you know 
         they've got long barrels.  And that's how much they have to 
         pile up to get that gun. 
          

't          John:  And you were saying that they didn't know, they didn
         understand the use of money at the signing of the treaty.  Ye
         you were saying before we 

 lend their children to         to
         more money. 
          
          
         Dick:  They didn't promise them more money, but that time, they
         paid them twe

ey never k         th
         si
         at Blackfoot Crossing.  They used to just leave the coppers.  
         They didn't know what it was.  What money was you know.  
         The dollars, that's all they know.  And they told them that 
         they can buy whatever they want with that money.  And that's 
         all they said.  And they didn't know much about those silvers, 
         or coppers, what they're worth. 
          
         John:  Did the Indian people, like you were saying before, did
         they take some other persons child and bring him up? 
          

ck:  Yeah.          Di
          
         John:  Why did they do that? 
          
         Dick:  Well to
         we
         this other woman related to th
         so



         rag, and they pretended that they're nursing a baby.  They used 

k 

y give them three times, three or 
ur times.  Treaty time, babies got paid twice, three times. 

t paid.  They try to cheat as much as they can.  I guess they 

ck:  They told them that the Queen wanted to, wanted their 

A 
t of things they promised them that never came.  They even 

 

 

terms of the treaty. 

 
up. 

hn:  And all the Indian people had to do was sign them? 

ay that 
g else, more? 

g that wasn't given? 

think they had a very poor 
terpreter, see, and there was a lot of mistakes.  What the 

overnment, 
e.  And they didn't understand right through what was going 

 
ng 

ey. That 
avid Crow 

         to get paid for that too. 
          
         Jimmy:  Yeah, they cheat the government a little bit!  I thin
         they know it, they must have known it because maybe they pity 
         the Indians, that's why the
         fo
          
         Dick:  Even the elders, the men, women maybe they change their 
         appearance, change their hair braids, and paint their face a 
         different way and they used to go back, three or four times to 
         ge
         can't do that today. 
          
         John:  What did they talk about, what did the Queen's men and 
         the Indian chiefs talk about at the signing of the treaty? 
          
         Di
         land, and that she would look after them in future.  And she 
         would give them treaty and different help, what they need.  
         lo
         took, they used to be married to three or four women but now 
         we're only allowed one.  We'd like to go back to them three or
         four women now. 
          
         John:  How were the treaties made?  Did the Queen's men already
         have them written down before they brought them here?  Before 
         they brought the 
          
         Jimmy:  I think they did. They had it all lined up for that day. 
         Treaty day, Treaty Seven.  I think they had the terms all made 
          
         Jo
          
         Jimmy:  Yes.   
          
         John:  Did the Indian people ask for anything more?  The 

vernment people said, "We'll give you this."  Did they s         go
         we want somethin
          
         Jimmy:  No, I don't think so. 
          
         John:  Did they ask for anythin
          
         Dick:  That time, that year, I 
         in
         Chief says to him, he didn't tell everything to the g
         se
         on.  They didn't savvy right through, as to what's going to
         happen in the future, and all that. What treatment they're goi
         to get, and things like that.  They never knew that. 
          
         Jimmy:  I think, I'm not sure but I think they were promised 
         ammunition you know, to all five tribes. I don't know if that's 
         the one they're fighting over now, that ammunition mon

s promised to the Treaty Seven at that time.  Did D         wa
         Child mention that? 



          
         John:  I haven't talked to David yet. 
          

I think that was in the deal, ammunition          Jimmy:  Not yet, oh. 
         to the Indians, to hunt with. 
          
         John:  Did your ancestors say who that interpreter was at 

mmy:  I wouldn't know.  It must have been some interpreter, 

ck: I think it was the Blackfoot fellow.  And a lot of the 

low, and he didn't know 
erything.  And that's the way he didn't tell everything to 

hn:  What did the Indians give up to the government in return 
r the treaty promises? 

 the country I guess.  Nothing else.  They even took 

 

d 

ey can hunt food, see.  They didn't take our buffalo 
 anything, wild game, away from us. 

 we did get the ammunition from that time, we wouldn't be 

ck:  Sundance, mostly Sundance.  That's with the beaver 

ipe 
on.  
, 

d Sundance.  Yeah, that's their religion. 

         Treaty Seven? 
          
         Ji
         but I wouldn't know who it was. 
          
         Di
         Sarcees didn't talk Blackfoot too good, and Crees.  They used 
         mostly sign language, to this fel
         ev
         the government, you see.  There was a lot of what the Indians 
         said which wasn't put on paper. 
          
         John:  Did you hear where the interpreter came from? 
          
          
          
         Dick:  No. 
          
         Jo
         fo
          

ck:  Just         Di
         the buffalo away from us, which I don't think was promised in 
         the treaty, you know.  
          
         John:  Do you fellows think that the Indians understood what 
         they were giving up to the Queen when they were agreeing to the
         treaty?   
          
         Dick:  No, none, I don't think just the country.  Just the lan
         I think it was.  They gave them that promise of that ammunition 
         money so th
         or
          
         Jimmy:  It's not the ammunition money, its' just the 
         ammunition, but the value of the ammunition piled up since that 

g to get now.  Because          time. I guess that's what they're tryin
         if
         fighting for money right now. 
          
         John:  What kind of religion did the Indian people have before 
         the treaty? 
          
         Di
         bundle and...yeah just the Sundance and the Beaver Bundle. 
          
         Jimmy:  Religion is just the Sundance and Beaver Bundle, P
         Dance and Horn Society.  And all that kind of Indian religi
         Each one has their own society.  The Beaver Bundle, the Pipe
         an



          
         John:  Did you ever hear anything about the Medicine Bundles or 
         any of these religious bundles that they used to have? 
          
         Jimmy:  I don't know much about that.  David's the one who 
         should know that pretty good.  Crow Child, Beaver Bundle.  I 
         think they've still got the Beaver Bundle on this reserve.  

e 

 fled from the enemies, from the 

Old 
oks, the stories never been told to me. 

now. 

ank you for answering the questions as best you 
 is March 17, 1975.     
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         Jimmy:  Sitting Bull.  Well he
         United States.  He ran away and they kept pushing him to 
          
          
         Canada.  Well, I think he came across Canada, and then he went 
         back.  He had a lot of trouble with the army, soldiers from the 
         United States. All I know is I read about him, you know.  
         bo
          
         John:  He didn't come around here asking you if you were going 
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         Jimmy:  No.  I never heard about him, you k
          
         John:  Well, I think that's about all the questions that I 
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