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         - Statement on promises made at signing of Treaty #7, as told 
         to him by his father who was 10 years old and present at the 
         signing.   
          
                              STATEMENT ON TREATY 7 
          
                               By:  Pat Weaselhead 
          
          
              My friends, I will just tell you a few things.  I'm 
         speaking as if I were my father.  I have to use interpreting 
         because my tongue is not very good.  I have Mike and Harry to 
         speak for me. In 1877, at the Blackfoot Crossing, the Blackfoot 
         translation of David Laird was Tall White Man.  My father was 
         ten years old at the time.  During negotiations between the 
         Blackfoot tribe and Her Majesty's representative, David Laird, 
         there were two interpreters, and there were four different 
         languages that these people were using - Blackfoot, English, 
         Cree, and French.  Nobody knows today what language they used 
         during the negotiations.  The first words that David Laird told 
         us was that our great Queen Victoria is the person who spoke, 
         and, "I'm not the one telling you what I am saying, it is the 
         Queen who says it.  The reason the Queen sent me or the reason 
         for the treaty is so that we can all be relations as brothers 



         and sisters, like all in one family.  So whenever you see 
         another tribe camping in your territory, you are not to chase 
         them out.  Or if any other tribe had killed the buffalo in 
         order to survive, you are not to take away whatever they have.  
         Instead of fighting you should live in harmony and peace with 
         them, and share with them.  And you are not to go to other 
         tribes and steal their horses. Someone has said that whenever 
         you see a tribe with a different language than Blackfoot, you 
         try to kill the other tribe and scalp them.  No, these are the 
         things we want to put a stop to.  This is why I made a trip to 
         Blackfoot Crossing." 
          
              Then David Laird told our tribe that just as they had 
         watched the Red Coats protect them, so would the Great Mother, 
         the Queen, hold you in the palm of her hand and protect you and 
         look after you just like a child.  In other words, the Great 
         Mother would become your mother, since you are accepting the 
         treaty.  As long as these things are there - and he pointed to 
         the sun and the river and the mountains - as long as these 
         things are there, then these negotiations will last.  In the 
         future whenever the sun sets forever and the rivers run dry and 
         the mountains disappear, then these treaty agreements will come 
         to an end. 
          
              I will tell about a little history about thousands and 
         thousands of years before this treaty came up.  During Moses' 
         time the people in those days they ran away from the country 
         and their leaders were chasing after them just to kill them 
          
         off. Our Creator was the one who helped these people to be on 
         the safe side and for us Indians who recognize the sun as our 
         Great Spirit or our guide.  When Moses came into the mountains, 
         he told his people "Stay here and I'll climb up this mountain 
         and I will be back."  When he reached the top of the mountain 
         he didn't see God but he heard somebody talking and it was God 
         who was talking.  And that is when God presented the Ten 
         Commandments.  And God told Moses that the Ten Commandments were 
         written on a piece of rock and this rock was hard.  Some things 
         quoted from the Ten Commandments are:  "Thou shall not kill, 
         Thou shall not steal, and Thou shall not commit adultery."  
         These Ten Commandments today are still in existence and will 
         still be in existence for thousands and thousands of years 
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         ahead.  This is just about how it looks on our treaties.  Wh
         did David Laird take an affidavit before the sun and the rivers
         and mountain?  Nobody knows when the sun will quit shining, 
         nobody knows when the rivers will run dry and nobody knows wh
         the mountains will disappear.  That is why the people that were 
         there to listen to David Laird all believe in him because they 
         take the sun as their guide and they believe him when he said 
         the treaty will last forever.  And David Laird didn't mention 
         or didn't even say that there would be a time in the future 
         when we will dismantle these promises that I have read to you
         That will be all for now.  Thank You.     
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