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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - General account of his life. 
         Davis:    You have a note here under 1954 about the Marcel 
         Pouchaund, pupil of Curie and eminent radiologist.  He was 
         employed by this mining company, I take it, that you were 
         working for?  
          
         Brady:    Yes, I met Dr. Pouchaund.  He was employed by La 
         Ronge Uranium Mines and he came down to Nistowiak where there 
         is a considerable-sized deposit of low grade pigmetite.  I 
         became acquainted with him there.  As a matter of fact I was 
         around him for quite some length of time.  But I remember 
         seeing Dr. Pouchaund at Great Bear Lake before the war.  At 
         that time I had not been acquainted with him.  I spent 
         considerable time with Dr. Pouchaund.  He had been a pupil of 
         Madame Curie and he had also set up the original radium 
         processing plant at Port Hope in Ontario, which was where he 
         lived at the time.  He was a very interesting person.  
          
         Davis:    In what way? 
          
         Brady:    Well, why I found him interesting, I had many 
         conversations with him and he didn't express many opinions on 
         politics and social problems.  But I really enjoyed him because 
         he had the ability to present science to you in such a simple 
         and easy way that it was fascinating to a person who lacks any 
         scientific understanding, like I do.  It really was educational 



         to listen to him.  
          
         Davis:    He had the knack of teaching? 
          
         Brady:    Yes, it struck me that way.  Some people have that 
         ability to depart knowledge and others just don't seem to have 
         it.  For that reason I found Dr. Pouchaund very interesting.  
          
         He had a manner of posing theoretical questions that it 
         intrigued you, it made you ponder and think. 
          
         Davis:    Now was this a new interest for you?  You had always 
         been interested in social questions. 
          
         Brady:    No, not entirely new, but he had sort of a new 
         departure.  
          
         Davis:    How did you happen to go East in 1955? 
          
         Brady:    Our company had some interests and were doing some 
         contract work there for some Toronto concern.  We went up 
         there, we were at Sudbury and Falconbridge.  I remember we 
         spent a whole week at Falconbridge just waiting there to stake, 
         land the claims.  As a matter of fact, we were so close to the 
         smelter that we were under the smelter smoke all the time.  I 
         remember the chimney would be belching smoke and it would be 
         directly overhead, it didn't have time to dissipate into the 
         air.  We remained there until this deadline, and at 7:00 
         o'clock in the morning we all went out and staked these claims 
         for this Toronto concern.  It's sort of reminiscent of a gold 
         rush.  
          
         Davis:    Did you get the claims there on time? 
          
         Brady:    Yes, we had all the work done before the claims 
         lapsed.  Accordingly, you see, the Ontario regulations, acting 
         as agents of the original owner, we had the legal right to go 
         on the claims.  So we had all the lines cut and the posts up 
         before the staking began, so all we had to do was to station 
         our men at strategic corners and we staked in about 15 minutes.  
         Although, I had to run around there like a sleigh dog to get it 
         all done in a hurry.  We boys really enjoyed this.  
          
         Davis:    That was the first trip East since the war?  
          
         Brady:    Well, I passed through Ontario twice on a troop train 
         during the war but I had never been anywhere in Ontario 
         before.  
          
         Davis:    How did the East impress you?  
          
         Brady:    I didn't have much opportunity to meet people because 
         our work was in the bush.  But on the whole I think that 
         western Canadians are more friendly.  I found a good many of 
         those people down there, they are rather aloof, and they don't 
         seem to have that neighborliness to them that you find among 
         westerners.  



          
         Davis:    You never felt that you might want to move out there?  
          
         Brady:    No, I never have.  
          
         Davis:    And you went to Sault Ste Marie? 
          
         Brady:    Yes, I went to Sault Ste Marie.  Sault Ste Marie was 
         the only place that I found interesting at all, because when I 
         was there (my grandfather was born in Bays Nuit, which is about 
         20 miles from Sault Ste Marie on the Michigan side) and I 
         remember one Sunday I went across on the American side and I 
         made enquiries as to where this place was.  I wanted to see the 
         locality.  
          
         Davis:    Was this on your mother's side? 
          
          
         Brady:    Yes, my maternal grandfather.  My great-grandfather 

chigan 

 

y 

have been lost? 

ady:    I suppose in the natural function of time those 

vis:    What was this Fishing Lake business?  

ady:    Oh, that was a copper discovery there east of Stanley 

ed 

. 

ady:    Yes.  I worked on it.  I wasn't there at the time of 

tion, the 

         on the maternal side, he was chief factor of the old North West 
         Fur Company at Sault Ste Marie before the union of the 
         companies.  And my grandfather was born at Bays Nuit, Mi
         and I found it interesting.  You know, I even noted when I 
         looked at the Canadian War Memorial in Sault Ste Marie, I 
         discovered many French names on it.  Sault Ste Marie on the
         west shore of Lake Superior, you might say, was the cradle of 
         the Nootka's nation.  That's the area where this race really 
         began.  I noticed for instance, on the War Memorial, our famil
         name, that is my mother's family name.  Quite a number of them 
         are recorded on the War Memorial and also I noticed among all 
         these French names people whose families no doubt must be 

n          associated with many of the French Metis families in wester
         Canada.  The names are similar.  
          

vis:    But I suppose the ties          Da
          
         Br
         things happen.  
          
         Da
          
         Br
         that was staked in 1955.   Well, it was discovered before that.  
         There are records going back as far as 1888 when Fawcett came 
         down the Churchill River and McInnis, another geologist who 
         traversed the Churchill basin system as early as 1910, record
         this.  So it was actually not a new discovery but it was the 
         first time that any work was done on it in a development sense
          

vis:    You worked on this, did you?          Da
          
         Br
         the orginal staking and when the development began because I 
         spent that spring in the Otter Lake country.  
          

vis:     Now in 1956 also there was the elec         Da
         provincial election.  Did you take any part in this?  



          
         Brady:    No, I was in the bush during the summer prospecting, 
         you see, so I was absent from La Ronge. 
          
         Davis:    You had no great interest in this then? 
          
         Brady:    Well, I was interested in it but I was precluded from 

ady:    Well, I had nine days holidays that August and I went 

ady:    Yes.  That picture you see -- the femme fatale of my 

vis:    Which famme fatale? 

ady:    Probably it's just as well to draw a veil over the 

vis:    Now you built a cabin.  That's the one you have up 

ady:    Yes, I built that cabin in 1956.  Well, I built that 

 a 

vis:    Well, the uranium work more or less collapsed then, 

ady:    Well, I would say from 1955 as far as uranium 

of the 

vis:    You've got a couple of names here -- Captain Paul St. 

ady:    Well, John Harrop was our CCF member who was elected 

vis:    Did you ever have any contact with him?  

         taking any part in it on account of the necessity of completing 
         the summer work season.  
          
         Davis:    Holiday at Denare Beach.  What was that? 
          
         Br
         down to Denare Beach to act as best man for a friend of mine 
         from Cumberland who got married. 
          
         Davis:    That was the picture I saw?  
          
         Br
         life.  
          
         Da
          
         Br
         past.  
          
          
         Da
         there now, is it? 
          
         Br
         cabin because La Ronge was more or less my headquarters and 
         when I come back here...  The housing problem has always been
         rather difficult one in La Ronge, particularly in the summer 
         season.  
          
         Da
         did it, in 1956? 
          
         Br
         development was concerned, of course -- except for the 
         established concerns like Eldorado and Dungard and some 
         other larger mines collapsed -- there was really no development 
         work done after that.   
          
         Da
         Roumaine and John Harrop, under 1956.  
          
         Br
         in 1956.  
          
         Da
          
         Brady:    Oh yes, I've known Johnnie off and on ever since I've 
         come to Saskatchewan, because at one time he was manager of the 
         box factory here in PA.  Captain Paul St. Roumaine was a 
         geologist who came from Nepal.  



          
          
         Davis:    India.  He was an Indian, was he?  

 

and 

 

vis:    Now, what was the nature of your contact with him?  

vis:    He was working on the mine, was he?  

ady:    Yes, he was a gelogist who came here in a consultative 

vis:    He didn't stay up there then?  

ady:    No.  He eventually went to Brazil.  He was a very 

to 

vis:    Is that so! 

een a major in the Indian Army and he got 

vis:    In 1957 you have a note -- Forrester Combats.  Were 

ady:    Yes, that's the time I was prospecting at the Forbes 

 you have to come back out?  

          
         Brady:    Well, his family were...  The St. Roumaines were an 
         old French family who had been in India even before the British
         conquest of India, and they had remained after the British 
         conquest and had become Anglicized.  As Paul explained his 
         background to me, his family had intermarried among Gurkhas 
         he spoke the language fluently, as well as he did English.  He 
         had graduated from the military college that is the equivalent 
         of Sanhurst or West Point in India.  He had served in the 
         Gurkha Rifles in World War II.  He had been in Crete and in
         Africa, Sicily and Italy.  
          
         Da
         Did you have anything in common with this chap in the way of 
         social outlook or political interests?  
          
         Brady:    No, I wouldn't say that I had a great deal in common, 
         but he was quite progressive in his attitude.  For instance, 
         when he would speak of Nepal (his father was dead but his 
         grandfather still had the plantation).  When I used to speak to 
         him he used to talk about these problems at Nepal and he also 
         admitted the necessity for social change in Nepal.  On the 
         whole he had a liberal attitude towards these things. 
          
         Da
          
         Br
         capacity.  
          
         Da
          
          
         Br
         Indian-looking type.  As a matter of fact he was so dark- 

          skinned...  He told me of an incident one time when he went
         Nairobi in Kenya, they wouldn't allow him into a first class 
         hotel.  
          
         Da
          

ady:    And he had b         Br
         the DSO and Bar but they refused him admittance because Indians 
         and colored people are not admitted into the first class hotels 
         in Nairobi, which proved to be quite a shock to him.  
          
         Da
         you ill?  
          
         Br
         Lake and suddenly developed these infectious boils or 
         carbuncles.  
          

vis:    Did         Da
          



         Brady:    Oh yes, I was back out for a month.  

vis:    In La Ronge? 

vis:    In the hospital there? 

ady:    I was pretty well recumbent for a period of time.  

ady:    Oh, that's of minor consequence.  That was just a 

vis:    B.R. Richards come to La Ronge! 

ady:    That's the year... that fall, that summer... that 
y 

vis:    Where did he move from? 

ady:    Well, they were in Prince Albert, but before that he 

vis:    This was something of an event, was it, in your life?  

I 

vis:    Was he in mining at that time? 

ady:    No, he was a security salesman or something of that 

vis:    Sputniks in '57...  This made sort of an impression 

       Brady:    Yes it did, because I remember I was at Brabant Lake 
en I first heard about the Sputniks.  I came into the tent 

e 

untryside?  

          
         Da
          
         Brady:    Yes. 
          
         Da
          
         Br
          
         Davis:    What's this...  Is it the W.E.P. group or N.E.P group?  
          
         Br
         group of (inaudible).  It's really of no significance.  
          
         Da
          
         Br
         Barrie came to us.  Well no, I should amend that, it was earl
         that spring that Barrie came to La Ronge.  Previously to that 
         they had operated in... in 1956, Barrie had operated at Forbes 
         Lake.  He had a drilling program there that winter but he 
         actually moved to La Ronge in the spring of '57.  
          
         Da
          
         Br
         had come from The Pas.  
          
         Da
          

ady:    Well, I rather liked him coming to La Ronge because I          Br
         had known he and his wife for a considerable time, from the 
         time I had been in Cumberland.  When I used to go to The Pas 
         used to go and visit them.  
          
         Da
          
         Br
         nature, selling insurance and that type of thing.  
          
         Da
         on you?  
          
  
         wh
         one morning and the drill crew were there but they said it was 
         impossible, it couldn't be, because after all the Russians 
         didn't have the American know-how and simply couldn't do these 

          things.  I was sort of skeptical myself but Barrie was there
         and he assured me that he had heard it on the radio and that it 
         was authentic.  But the general impression among all the peopl
         here was that the Russians were too ignorant, they didn't have 
         the capacity to do those things.  
          

sion then around the          Davis:    It did create some discus
         co



          
         Brady:    Oh yes, it did among the drill crews and the mining 

ews.  But the general opinion was originally as if it was 

ticism.  

s, you see, didn't have the 
gineers and scientists that we had in Canada and America.  

a while and you 
eak about a mining stagnation.  Now who is this Emil 

was a Polish prospector who came to La Ronge, I 

r 

ext is you were with the Knox sydicate at Dead 
ke.  

  That was 1958.  I worked for two months for Bill Knox 
om Toronto prospecting southeast of La Ronge at Oskikebuk, 

ists that upset you in 

  Well, that's the first manifestation when I began to 
at the government or any other agency was beginning to 

an to see Whiley.  

ver that there was some serious 
terest in the problem. 

ike you 
eeks when 

you did on this?  

ady:    Well, I would have to leave you draw your own 
nclusions.  

ou think they were new co-op dictators?  I guess 

         cr
         just a big hoax.  
          
         Davis:    Yes, skep
          
         Brady:    Because the Russian
         en
         Well, it was possible but highly improbable.  
          
         Davis:    Now in 1958 you were at Sikachu Lake 
         sp
         Wasznicki?  
          
         Brady:    He 
         believe, in about '56 or '57.  He was quite active in 
         prospecting there along the Churchill.  He was killed in an ai
         crash later.  
          
         Davis:    The n
         La
          
         Brady:  
         fr
         Allsmith, Nunn Lake and Hunter Bay.  
          
         Davis:    Who were these social scient

58?           19
          
         Brady:  

te th         no
         take a serious interest in the North.  
          
         Davis:    And they sent somebody up?  
          
         Brady:    Well, that's when I first beg
          
         Davis:    Oh yes (inaudible). 
          
         Brady:    When I began to disco
         in
          

 with two minds, I take it?          Davis:    But you saw this
          
         Brady:    Well, probably the union part of me reacted l

ways do.  You know, you must be suspicious of the Gr         al
         they come bearing gifts.  You can always question their 
         intentions.  
          
         Davis:    And 
          
          
         Br
         co
          
         Davis:    Did y



         I have to draw a conclusion. 

eriod when there was sort of a 
announcement and before effective 

 service 
xt year?  

, I was dragooned into... by some of my friends 
to making an application for a position in the Federal civil 

 didn't pan out, I take it?  

 I didn't have any 

   I know what you mean.   What about the Cumberland 
use situation in 1959?  You went back, I gather, you kept in 

 Well, I don't really know whether that's pertinent to 
ire business here.  Those were a few observations that 

the government policy in the community and so 

    Yes.  I think I had noticed a deterioration.  

hat have taken place 
ring the period when I was in La Ronge, you see, because this 

 

our or 

 are the symptoms? 

(inaudible).  You see, when I 
rst went to La Ronge the white population has increased 

arly 
 

 

          
         Brady:    Oh yes, that's the p

gh enthuse(?) between this          hi
         organization began.  So the standard stock expression that we 
         people had down North was (during that period) "When is our CCF 
         government going to give us our castor oil co-ops?"  
          
         Davis:    Well, you thought about going into the civil
         ne
          
         Brady:    Yes
         in
         service, the Northern Affairs Department, I think it was, in 
         government.  
          
         Davis:    This
          
         Brady:    No, I was...  The trouble was that
         degrees.  You see, I lacked education.  I didn't have one of 
         these alphabetical jungles following my name so I was washed 
         out.  
          
         Davis: 
         Ho
         touch.  
          
         Brady:   

is ent         th
          
         I made at the time because I felt the situation was 

teriorating.           de
          
         Davis:    Due to 

?           on
          
         Brady:
          
         Davis:    What's this hidden civil war? 
          
         Brady:    Oh, that refers to the events t
         du
         whole question of integrated education in the schools there had
         raised new problems.  I don't know whether you could 
         characterize them as class differences but it has certainly 
         arisen in La Ronge.  I have noticed that in the last f
         five years.  
          
         Davis:    What
          
         Brady:    Well, I think as far as 
         fi
         tremendously and with the influx of more whites, well, it 
         accentuates this whole problem of racial tension.  Particul
         with the rise of this new co-operative movement, it sort of
         aggravated it in one sense because it has divided the community 
         along the lines of economic interests.  I believe, in some of



         the submissions you have read from our group, you may possibly 
         be able to form conclusions that those conditions exist.  
          
          
         Davis:    I think we can use excerpts from those documents.  

eces to tell us.  

 I could get you to play back some of 
at?  

  Well, one thing I thought of whilst I was away -- this 
 just a general question about La Ronge.  If you were going 

ly given that any serious 

l.  

d yet in the last election three parties picked their 

ree main parties contested.  It is a pretty 
all place to be such a hotbed of politics.  How does this 

, I think that question would be applicable to 
y community.  

t doesn't apply to Uranium City, Cumberland.  

r any more than any 
her community in that respect.  

itics as the main basis of 
vision, what economic interests underlie these political 

Well, I have always felt that...  You take in 
d for instance, the reason why the CCF have gained 

there 
nd 

 

         Pi
          
         Brady:    I wonder if
         th
          
         Davis:  
         is
         to describe all the factions there, how would you go about it, 
         which ones would you pick out?  
          
         Brady:    Well, I have never real
         thought.  Of course, naturally, you see, as far as I am 
         concerned, most of the divisions to me appear to be politica
          
         Davis:    Well, you've got a town here, not very many people, 
         an
         candidates in La Ronge, didn't they?  
          
         Brady:    Yes. 
          
         Davis:    The th
         sm
         come about?  
          
         Brady:    Well
         an
          
         Davis:    Well, i
          
         Brady:    Yes, but Uranium City has a transient population.  
          
         Davis:    Well, how about Cumberland?  
          
         Brady:    Well, Cumberland doesn't diffe
         ot
          
         Davis:    Well, if you pick out pol
         di
         groups?  
          
         Brady:    

mberlan         Cu
         majorities among them is that they felt that politically 
         is a possibility of their economic interests being defended a
         gaining more from the present government than it would from a 
         reactionary one.  But I believe the political situation as it 
         exists, you might say the comparatively healthy political 
         situation that exists in a place like Cumberland, is due to the
         fact that there has been some work done in economic 
         organizations there.  
          
         Davis:    The co-ops? 



          
         Brady:    Yes, I think that has had a decisive effect on it 

cause it points the way to a future.  

 La Ronge, but do you 
ink it is moving in the same direction?  

at the co-ops 
 the North generally have no sense of political orientation, 

ive 

 Well, I would say that they were interested in that 
ey belong to the Chamber of Commerce and the curling club.  

se 

 

p 

emi-permanent at the very best.  
 our northern communities.  

onge?  

reases the opportunities for 
as business is concerned and 

 
 It 

sed.  

s 

 Yes, that is a reasonable possibility. 

         be
          
         Davis:    Well, this was started later at
         th
          
         Brady:    No, not necessarily so.  I feel th
         in
         just like we find them among the Farmer's union and Trade 
         unions and corresponding bodies in white communities.  
          
         Davis:    Do you feel that these outfitters take any act
         part in community life, besides from making their money up 
         there?  
          
         Brady:   
         th
         But as far as it affects the real vital issues in the 
         community, I don't believe they have any real interest in it.  
          
                   We have a situation in the North and it has been 
         traditionally that way in the past, that if you go into the
         northern communities...  Like for instance, it is very 
         noticeable at Cumberland House.  Cumberland House is the oldest
         settlement in Saskatchewan and there is not a single white 
         family anywhere in Canada that can trace any of their ancestors 
         back to Cumberland because they don't establish any real dee
         roots in the community.  They are not there for that purpose.  
         They come there generally to make their piles and get out.  
          
         Davis:    They come and go?  
          
         Brady:    Yes, they are only s

d that has been true of all         An
          
         Davis:    Well, do you think this is any different at La R

ey've got the road in there.          Th
          
         Brady:    Well, of course it inc

ese people to come in as far          th
         establish themselves.  But there is actually no industry which
         would give it any permanence outside of, let us say, mining. 
         is in a stage yet where there is no guarantee that it is going 
         to become established.  There is no basic industry outside of 
         fishing, trapping and hunting, which is nomadic, and of course, 
         which white people are not interested in outside of being able 
         to exploit it as entrepreneurs or middle men.  So there is no 
          
         basic industry upon which a permanent white population can be 
         ba
          

 Well, do you feel that more study of mining resource         Davis:   
         might lead to some exploitation of mining on a more permanent 
         basis?  
          
         Brady:   



          
         Davis:    Now what implications would this have for the 

ployment of the native people?  

t to say because, you see, 
e native people have no background or tradition of industrial 

  Well, it could only come as a result of close work 

bit about this Snow Queen 

pened.  

ount, couldn't 
u, in full, that is? 

 familiar with all the details but 
.. 

       Davis:    Well, just the main outline.  How did it get started?  

:    Well, as a matter of fact this was proposed as a 

me from what you would call our progressive-minded people at 

 

grounds I could see was that they were 
date because she was an Indian.  

vis:    And then the queen of the entire Festival was chosen 
the most votes. 

 

         em
          
         Brady:    Well, it is very difficul
         th
         work as you find among whites, and it is difficult for them to 
         adjust themselves to this new way of living, this new pattern.  
          
         Davis:    They would certainly need some training, wouldn't 
         they?  
          
         Brady:  
         associations with white people.  
          
         Davis:    Now I've heard a little 
         Campaign.  You were there when it... 
          
         Brady:    Yes, I was there when it hap
          
         Davis:    Well, you could give a first hand acc
         yo
          
         Brady:    Well, I am not
         I.
          
  
          

ady         Br
         publicity venture to attract tourists.  The original suggestion 
         ca
         La Ronge.  When it was first brought up in the Chamber of 
         Commerce there was some opposition to it, but after Quant 
         particlarly spoke, the majority agreed with it.  But there was 

and          no real feeling for it among the white people in La Ronge, 
         as a matter of fact a good many of them were hostile to it,
         notably our mayor.  
          
         Davis:    On what grounds? 
          

ady:    Well, the          Br
         prejudiced against the candi
          
         Davis:    Now this was a kind of contest as I understand it 
         where tickets were sold and counted as votes.  
          
         Brady:    Yes. 
          
         Da
         on the basis of 
          
         Brady:    Well, you see, the overwhelming number of votes didn't

 thing that was decidedly in          come from the community.  But one
         her favor was that she had strong support among the mining 
         fraternity and when they spend, they spend.   
          
         Davis:    So that's where her main support came from?  



          
          
         Brady:    Well, I would say that, yes.  Although I would

ere was a good healthy section among the white people
 say 
 at La 

  

recived very good support from the 
ite communities outside of La Ronge, because these tickets 

n 

 

ady:    It was around in thousands, but I don't know just 

r 

pularity, especially outside of La Ronge, well then, a good 

al reaction at La 

tually didn't believe that she would win this campaign.  

 

tival.  There was one time, Margaret 
ck from Chemantiwa.  She was a Cree Indian from the Hudson 

ady:    Yes, she did. 

          

         th
         Ronge who supported it once it got underway, and the private 
         reservations that they might have had about it were resolved. 
          
         Davis:    What territory would this voting take in, besides La 
         Ronge?  All of the North?  
          
         Brady:    Another thing that happened that was decidedly in her 
         favor was the fact that she 
         wh
         were sold in Prince Albert, Melfort and wherever these people 
         had contacts.  As a matter of fact one mining man from Texas 
         bought $100 worth of tickets, and some of these tickets were 
         even sold in Hollywood on her behalf. 
          
         Davis:    Well, do you have any idea how many votes in all Jea
         McKay pulled in in this contest?  
          
         Brady:    Well, she polled by far more votes than any of her 
         competitors.  
          
         Davis:    Would it be numbered in the hundreds, do you think? 
          
         Br
         what the ratio was for tickets to a dollar.  But I know that 

e was well ahead.           sh
          
                   This feeling among the whites who were opposed to he

 underway and it developed so much          campaign, after it got
         po
         many of them climbed on the bandwagon.  
          
          
         Davis:    When she won what was the gener

nge?           Ro
          
         Brady:    I feel that there was a certain element among the 

ple who were rather rebuffed by this because they          white peo
         ac
          
         Davis:    Has the queen of The Pas usually been an Indian or
         was this the first time?  
          
         Brady:    Well, this was the first time they had ever had an 
         Indian queen at The Pas Fes
         Dy
         Bay coast but she didn't receive sufficient support to be 
         elected.  
          
         Davis:    But she contested though?  
          
         Br
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