
President’s message – February 2016 
 
Members of the University community, 
 
On January 21, the University of Regina was the main point of discussion for one of our 
community’s most important business organizations, the Regina and District Chamber of 
Commerce. The second annual State of the University address took place that day, providing an 
opportunity to update Chamber members on the University’s most recent accomplishments, and 
illustrate the vital economic impact that our institution has on our city and our province.   
 
The economic impact of the University is outlined in a recent report conducted by Economic 
Development Regina (EDR), the city’s leading economic development agency. The report, 
which can be found at http://www.uregina.ca/orp/assets/projects-presentations/u-of-r-economic-
impact-study-2014-15.pdf, communicates some findings that it might not be an exaggeration to 
call “eye-popping.”  
 
First, let’s consider the economic impact of student spending. As you likely know, we have 
experienced record enrolment growth over the past several years – an increase of 21 per cent 
since 2009. This year marks the seventh consecutive year of increased enrolment and the fifth 
consecutive year of record enrolment. 
 
Our student body proudly stands at 14,360 students. Aboriginal students constitute nearly 12 per 
cent of all students and our growing international student population represents about 14 per 
cent. All told, our more than 14,000 students contribute approximately $200 million to the 
Regina economy annually. But that only touches the surface of the University’s economic 
significance for the province.  
 
The University's total annual economic impact in Saskatchewan is $542 million in gross 
domestic product (GDP). Additionally, the economic activity generated by the University 
supports more than 6,400 jobs in Regina and across Saskatchewan.  
 
But the University of Regina’s economic reach extends past our provincial borders. As stated in 
the EDR report: We are “well served by a university which acts as a conduit to the global 
economy by educating international students and sustaining research linkages with all of 
Saskatchewan’s top ten trading partners.”  
 
As the report so fittingly indicates, we are “globally connected – locally committed.”  

 
One of the strongest symbols of that local community commitment is College Avenue Campus 
(CAC), which serves 8,000 learners, contributes $18 million in GDP annually and supports 
nearly 500 full- and part-time jobs.  
 
The University is committed to revitalizing CAC. It is our capital fundraising priority and will 
restore Regina’s historic downtown campus to ensure it continues as an economic, educational 
and cultural hub for our city.  
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According to estimates from EDR, the CAC renewal project will create approximately 200 jobs 
in Regina during the life of the revitalization. In addition, the University’s recent request for 
proposals seeking CAC development partners will only add to the economic impact that will 
come from a revitalized College Avenue Campus. 
 
To get the full story of the EDR report, you have to drill down into the numbers. The report 
recognizes that the University generates more than $150 million in annual federal and provincial 
tax revenues. This exceeds the amount the University receives in federal and provincial funding 
each year by more than $10 million. Even before factoring in the long-term benefits of post-
secondary education, taxpayers are getting their money back and more.  
 
But what are those long-term benefits? Some very specific ones are noted in the EDR report. For 
example, unemployment rates for University graduates are half of what they are for those who 
have a high school diploma alone. In addition, University graduates on average earn $45,000 
more annually by the time they near retirement age.  
 
These numbers show that taxpayers are not only receiving immediate cash back on their 
investment in our University; they are also getting lower unemployment rates, additional tax 
revenue from the higher lifetime earnings of our graduates, and a more productive and skilled 
workforce.  
 
That’s a pretty healthy return on investment. 
 
Have a great February.  
 
Dr. Vianne Timmons 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


