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May 7   11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Science Rendezvous

Location: Research and Innovation 
Centre (RIC)

Come celebrate science and engineering 
with us! This free annual festival 
features a magic chemistry show, bats, 
computer gadgets, bottle rockets, DNA 
isolation, Lego robots, ice-cream 
making, rocks and fossils, and much 
more! For more information visit: 
www.uregina.ca/events/science-
rendezvous-2

May 9  7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Joint book launch

Location: First Nations University of 
Canada

In celebration of the First Nations 
University's 40th anniversary, University 
of Regina Press & Coteau Books are 
pleased to present a dual book launch 
for Louise Bernice Halfe's “Burning in 
this Midnight Dream” and Blair 
Stonechild's “The Knowledge Seeker”. 
For more information visit the 
University’s events calendar at: 
www.uregina.ca/events

May 9  2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Artificial Intelligence seminar

Location: Education Building,
Room 193

Dr. Robert Holte, a collaborator of Dr. 
Sandra Zilles, will be visiting from the 
University of Alberta to give a special 
seminar. He will be talking about his 
work (with co-authors Ariel Felner, Guni 
Sharon, and Nathan R. Sturtevant) that 
won the 2016 Outstanding Paper Award 
at a major conference. For more 
information visit the University’s events 
calendar at: www.uregina.ca/events

Our commitment to
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Awarding UR Excellence
University of Regina faculty members have distinguished themselves amongst their students 
and peers and have been selected as the 2016 recipients of University of Regina Alumni 
Association (URAA) Excellence Awards.

The University of Regina and the URAA collaborate to celebrate the achievements of 
accomplished faculty. This year, Dr. Alec Couros and Dr. David Gerhard are honoured for 
Excellence in Teaching.

Alec Couros (below left) inspires students in the Faculty of Education and beyond through his 
innovative approaches to learning and his engaging subject matter. Couros, an avid Tweeter and 
blogger, uses the classroom as a space to fuse his interest in digital culture with his love for 
teaching. Describing himself as an “open educator,” Couros takes teacher education online and 
makes it available around the world. In recognition of these types of virtual approaches, Couros 
was awarded the University of Regina Alumni Association Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
Couros has helped Saskatchewan's Ministry of Education create digital citizenship guidelines to 
be used in support of the use of technology and social media in the classroom.

Department of Computer Science professor David Gerhard (right) has been kindling the 
curiosity of students across disciplines and generations for the last 12 years. Known across the 
University of Regina campus and beyond as an engaging and innovative instructor, Gerhard 

crosses traditional disciplinary 
boundaries to marry the worlds 
of computer science and the 
creative arts. Gerhard has 
made fundamental 
contributions to the design of 
creative technologies curricula 
at the University. This approach 
to teaching incorporates 
technological skill in the 
development of systems for the 
creation of artistic and 
interpretive works, and it gives 
context and history to the 
design and development of 
creative practices. An 
associate member in the 
Faculty of Media, Art, and 
Performance, Gerhard co-
teaches courses with music 
and creative technologies 
faculty and supervises 
interdisciplinary 
graduate students.
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