
President’s Message – July 2016 
 
Early last month, together with Conexus Credit Union CEO Eric Dillon, I had the pleasure of 
announcing one of the most exciting potential partnerships in the history of the University of 
Regina.  I am of course referring to the proposed partnership with Conexus to realize a 
revitalized College Avenue campus, the hub of educational, cultural and recreational activity in 
the heart of Regina. 
   
The Conexus plan, which emerged from an open request for proposals, would provide up to 
$8.25 million in donations and revenue for the College Avenue Campus Renewal Project as well 
as potentially result in millions of dollars in cost avoidance for revitalization of the University’s 
historic campus. The proposal includes development of a new head office building for Conexus 
immediately to the west of Darke Hall, together with a joint atrium and promenade that can act 
as a lobby or reception area for Darke Hall and provide an accessible entrance to the facility.  It 
also includes space for a business incubator, provides opportunity for student research, and will 
make Conexus staff available as mentors and guest lecturers. 
  
The land west of Darke Hall, where the Conexus development is proposed, is owned by the City 
of Regina and we are in discussions with the City to transfer a 2.6 acre parcel of land to the 
University.  This donation would comprise the City’s contribution to the College Avenue 
Campus Renewal Project.  Conexus would assume a long-term lease of the land, which would 
remain under University ownership. 
 
As part of our open and transparent project development process, the University held two public 
consultation sessions to offer interested residents the opportunity to provide feedback on the 
proposal.  Stakeholder groups offered the same opportunity for input included College Avenue 
campus user groups such as the Lifelong Learning Centre and Centre for Continuing Education 
students.  We also reached out to heritage and cultural groups such as the Wascana Heritage 
Advisory Committee and the Architectural Heritage Society of Saskatchewan, as well as 
business groups such as the Regina Chamber and Regina Downtown Business Improvement 
District.  In addition, we solicited electronic feedback on the project. 
 
The first open consultation session was held on June 16 and attracted approximately 50 people.  
The second session held on June 23 drew about 60 people.  If I were to characterize the input we 
received, I would say that almost all of it expressed support for the project. In many cases, 
people articulated a considerable emotional attachment to the College Avenue campus. And 
while some expressed concern, there was widespread understanding that the unimaginable 
alternative to the partnership with Conexus may be losing the College Avenue campus 
altogether. 
  
During the sessions, questions were raised about the need to demolish the Gallery Building and 
portions of the Conservatory Building.  Unfortunately, the JC Kenyon Engineering report 
commissioned by the University indicates that the buildings are damaged beyond what could 
reasonably be considered restorable. These concerns also serve to emphasize the critical need to 
act now to preserve the College Building and Darke Hall before they too become unsalvageable.  
To ensure ongoing communication with interested stakeholders on this issue, the University is 



creating a Heritage Preservation and Commemoration Committee made up of stakeholders from 
heritage, architectural and cultural groups.  
 
There were also numerous questions and comments related to the design of the Conexus 
building.  Stakeholders want assurances that the design would blend seamlessly with the existing 
heritage buildings on campus.  The partners highlighted that all development would adhere to 
Wascana Centre Authority guidelines and be vetted by its heritage and architectural advisory 
committees.  Conexus will work with heritage experts to develop the best design approach 
considering the heritage nature of the site.  More information, including additional information 
about the proposal, the consultations and the College Avenue Campus Renewal Project, can be 
found at: www.uregina.ca/giving.   
  
We are on the cusp of one of the most exciting times the University has ever experienced.  The 
proposed partnership with Conexus Credit Union to re-imagine the College Avenue campus is an 
opportunity we cannot afford to miss.  This partnership will help ensure that our College Avenue 
campus continues to provide a home for the more than 8,000 people currently enrolled in campus 
programs, and remains a vibrant focal point for education and culture in our province.  
 
In the coming weeks, I will continue to update you on the status of the College Avenue Campus 
Renewal Project.  In the meantime, I hope you are enjoying your summer, and are as optimistic 
about the future of the College Avenue campus as I am. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Vianne Timmons 
President and Vice-Chancellor  
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