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Problem solving, commu-
nication and creativity – these
are the skills that employers
want and they are the skills
that students like Jillian Paragg
are bringing to the job through
co-op work placements.

A fourth-year sociology
student, Paragg was one of the
first students to take advantage
of the arts co-op program
when it was introduced in the
winter of 2005, one of many
co-op education options avail-
able at the U of R.

Since then, she has
worked in SaskPower’s human
resources department in labour
relations and recruitment, and
as a research analyst with
Crown Investments
Corporation in the strategy
and governance division. 

For Paragg the work place-
ments were an opportunity to
expand the skills she devel-
oped through her courses in
areas such as writing, comput-
er competency, research and
analysis. She also gained less

tangible benefits that will give
her a head start when she’s
ready to begin her career full-
time.

“It helped build my confi-
dence immensely,” says Paragg.
“Right now I can’t imagine
graduating and not having

that experience just because of
having not been in a job inter-
view situation before or know-
ing what to put on a resume.
It helped.”

Paragg’s experience helps
shatter the common misper-
ception that a broadly-based

education in the arts is a one-
way ticket to unemployment.

“The Faculty of Arts is
focusing on the message that
‘arts works’ – that arts students
do get jobs, that they have
great skills to bring to any
work place,” says co-op co-

ordinator Regan Seidler. “We
are finding students are filling
positions ranging from admin-
istrative assistant to project
director to policy analyst with
government and everything in
between.”

One of the advantages of
having a fairly broad education
is that students have skill sets
that are transferable to a num-
ber of different areas. 

“What the employer wants
is obviously the best fit and the
best combination of skill, abili-
ty and education. It doesn’t
always matter what your edu-
cational background is if you
have other skills and experi-
ence to bring to the table,” says
Seidler.

A geography student
might fill a position as a geo-
graphic information system
interpreter whereas an English
major could find an opportu-
nity working as an administra-
tive assistant or a writer, she
adds.

In a series of announce-
ments held in three communi-
ties the United Nations
University (UNU) designated a
Regional Centre of Expertise on
Education for Sustainable
Development (RCE
Saskatchewan) in our province.
There are 35 such centres
around the world, and only
three in Canada, designated as
part of the United Nations’
decade of Education for
Sustainable Development
(2005-2014). 

The region’s educational
institutions, including the
University of Regina, were a key
factor in achieving the RCE
designation, says Roger Petry, a
professor of philosophy at
Luther College who was
involved in pursuing the desig-
nation from the beginning.

“The U of R has been
doing a lot of interdisciplinary
work on sustainability, and both

the U of R and the U of S have
faculties of education with a
keen interest in this topic,”
Petry notes. “SIAST is also
working to re-orient its courses
to incorporate ideas of sustain-
ability. 

“Being named a regional
centre of expertise is the last
piece in creating formal linkages
with other centres globally that
are at the cutting edge of educa-
tion for sustainable develop-
ment. Having those links just
feeds into the sustainability
issues that the U of R and its
research institutes are interested
in,” Petry explains.

RCE Saskatchewan will
focus on two interdisciplinary
themes – Sustaining Rural
Communities and Educational
Approaches to Sustainable
Education in the Region –
while examining six sustainabili-
ty issues: climate change; health;
reconnecting to natural prairie

ecosystems; farming and local
food production, consumption
and waste minimization; sup-
porting and bridging cultures
for sustainable living and com-
munity building; and sustain-
able infrastructure. 

“We’ll be asking, ‘Where on
the planet are the issues similar
to what we have on the
Prairies?’ ” says Petry. “In some
cases we’ll connect culturally
with other regions, and in other
cases we’ll be connecting with
regions with similar climates
and ecosystems, to see what we
can learn and share.”   

The initial scope of RCE
Saskatchewan will encompass
the Louis Riel Trail corridor
between Regina and Saskatoon,
bounded on the west by Lake
Diefenbaker and on the east by
Last Mountain Lake. However,
the boundaries will evolve as the
RCE matures and more munici-
palities become interested in

Fourth-year sociology student Jillian Paragg has worked for two provincial crown 
corporations, placements she received through the co-op education program. 

L to R: Charles Hopkins, United Nations University chair for
Education for Sustainable Development at York University; Jon

Gillies, director of the U of R’s Centre for Sustainable
Communities; and David Walden, Secretary-General of the

Canadian Commission for UNESCO at the launch of the Regional
Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development. 

Co-op students get head start on careers

participating. 
Jon Gillies, director of the

U of R’s Centre for Sustainable
Communities, noted that the
idea of applying for RCE desig-
nation first popped up in 2005,
when Charles Hopkins, UNU
chair for Education for
Sustainable Development at
York University, visited the U of
R campus and recognized the

emphasis on sustainability. In
his remarks during the
announcements in Regina,
Craik and Saskatoon, Hopkins
said the RCEs around the world
form one of the largest and
indeed most crucial education,
public awareness and training
experiments ever undertaken.

More information:
http://www.saskrce.ca/

UN designation creates
sustainable education network 
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Writ
Large
Carol Hixson
University Librarian

“I’ve been here three
years and I’ve never been in
the library.” Such comments
are not uncommon among
our students – and sometimes
our faculty. So who needs the
library, anyway? I recently
participated in a discussion
on this topic that followed
the publication of an article
on “The Changing Place of
the Library” in Inside Higher
Ed (http://www.insidehigh-
ered.
com/views/2007/01/05/rein)

When I became a librari-
an, everyone understood that
libraries were the trusted
repositories of the end results
of research and scholarship,
as well as the repositories of
original source materials. We
selected and acquired materi-
als that had been carefully
reviewed; organized and pro-
vided access to materials;
archived and preserved them;
and helped people to locate
information and to use spe-
cialized research tools.

The framework in which
we fulfill these traditional
roles is changing dramatically
and new roles are being
added. Today we no longer
have a monopoly on informa-
tion; we are able to acquire a
smaller percentage of the
total research output; there is
a growing reliance on digital
content but we still need to
acquire and preserve many
physical materials; and there
is declining use of some
building-centred services.
With a reduced dependence
on the library as a physical
place, we need to rethink
both our space and our serv-
ices.

New technologies have
provided us with tools that
provide exciting opportuni-
ties for reaching more people
than ever before. We are chal-
lenged, however, to use the
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new technologies effectively
and deliver relevant services
with them while maintaining
the existing services that many
of our users still want. 

Today there is access to a
wide array of digital content.
The Dr. John Archer Library
will soon be creating new digi-
tal collections of library and
campus materials. Today
researchers around the world
have desktop access to digital
representations of materials
that in the past would have
been difficult for any but the
most experienced and well-
funded researcher to locate
and use. However, the increas-
ing use of digital resources
sometimes creates unrealistic
expectations of instant access
to all information and the per-
ception that if it’s not in digi-
tal form it doesn’t exist at all. 

People today are more self-
reliant and look to the web
first in their quest for informa-
tion. On the web, however, no
one is playing the role of gate-
keeper and assessing the quali-
ty of the information found.
For librarians, that challenges
us to increase our role as edu-
cators, to help people evaluate
the information they find out-
side the confines of the library,
and to make effective and
appropriate use of it. 

The Dr. John Archer
Library is striving to develop a
new service vision in order to
play an increasingly vital role
in the life and growth of the
University of Regina. I would
like to invite all of you to con-
tact us, tell us what you need,
and tell us what we’re doing
right and what we’re doing
wrong.

Academics are finding new
ways to give their work expo-
sure by using free, open source
tools for sharing their ideas. 

According to Alec Couros,
co-ordinator of instructional
technologies in the Faculty of
Education, this trend is part of
what is coming to be known as
the open thinking movement.

“Open thinkers critique,
question and seek to reject
technologies or formats that
compromise the power of
adopters, especially in the free-
dom to use, reuse, edit and
share creative works and tools.
(They) value group-based prob-
lem solving and give preference
to tools that enable social col-
laboration and sharing.”

During a recent presenta-
tion entitled “Open Thinking
in Education: Emerging Trends
in Software, Publishing, and
Digital Content,” Couros
shared his research and
revealed many opportunities
for collaboration and sharing
for academics. 

The Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT),
for example, now offers fully
developed course content for
free through what is known as
OpenCourseWare. 

Educators can use the
material in their own courses,
review it or use it as a learning
device. 

Along with text, lectures
can also be organized and
delivered online as a podcast –
basically an audio broadcast
that gives the world access to
the lecture. Services such as
Apple’s iTunes U, although not
open software, provide a free
service where academics can
post university podcasts.

“Several universities are
going towards this. We’ve been
asked already at the U of R,”
Couros noted.

Academics can also pub-
lish their articles in peer-
reviewed publications through
the Open Journal System. This
allows institutions to create
their own open access journals
and for readers to access the
content for free.

One of the benefits of
publishing information this
way is that it reaches more
people than traditional jour-
nals and in turn, gives academ-
ics more citations and expo-
sure, said Couros.

“It is a really important
process, getting articles and
research out to the world, but
it is very often closely tied to
the scientific or academic com-
munity, and often doesn’t go
beyond those walls,” he said.

To help address outstanding
questions about intellectual
property rights, the Creative
Commons, a charitable corpora-

For Alec Couros, co-ordinator of instructional technologies 
in the Faculty of Education, the open thinking movement

presents academics many opportunities for social 
collaboration and sharing.

– from page 1 Co-op

Open thinking opens doors to
sharing information

Co-op placements and
internships are available in
other program areas includ-
ing business administration, 
science and engineering, and
there is a co-op program for
aboriginal students. There are
currently 448 active co-op
students at the U of R,
including 47 in the arts co-
op program, and 3,315 com-
panies using services provid-

tion based out of Massachusetts,
developed what is known today
as a “copyleft” licence.

Unlike copyright, a copy-
left licence gives people the
ability to choose which rights
they want to reserve, such as
the right to attribution or
“share-alike,” which means that
if the work is taken and trans-
lated into another language,
for example, it must be avail-
able for anyone to use.

“It creates a huge difference
in terms of access. So we have
to start thinking about what’s
more important, the access that
our research provides or the sta-
tus that it gives. I think this is
an important question that we
have to consider.”

For more information
about open thinking, read
Couros’ presentation at
http://couros.wikispaces.com/o
penthinking.

ed by the U of R Career
Centre. Seidler encourages
every student to consider the
benefits of co-op education.

“There are jobs and careers
out there for all students. If any
student is unsure of what they
want to do when they finish
their degree, they should come
in to the co-op and student
employment office because co-
op will allow them to gain
work experience while they are

going to school, so that
before they have completed
their degree they have some
idea of what they can and
should plan to do when they
are finished,” says Seidler.

For more information
about the co-operative 
education program visit
www.uregina.ca/coop/ or call
585-4600 or email
coop.office@uregina.ca.
March 19-23 is National Co-
operative Education Week.
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the project, entitled
“Improving Life Quality for
Vulnerable Households in
Regina’s North Core
Neighbourhood.” 

Jones collaborated with
geography professor Ben Cecil
to use GIS software at The
Environmental Research and
Response Application
(TERRA) lab on campus to
develop the proposal. By feed-
ing statistical data such as the
age of the home as well as the
income level of the residents
into the TERRA computers,
the two researchers created an
“Elig-Ability Index.” The index
identified where retrofitting
would have the greatest socio-
economic and environmental
impact.

The approximately 700
homes identified have prob-
lems such as leaky windows,
cracks around the doors and
furnaces that operate at 15 to
20 per cent efficiency. The res-
idents of these homes have
limited means to invest in
expensive upgrades.

“It is a neighbourhood
where the individuals, accord-
ing to the research that we

have already done, have a very
low economic capacity to put
in retrofits. They can’t afford a
$10,000 furnace or $15,000
worth of new windows,” says
Cecil. 

As well, undertaking
expensive retrofits would not
be economically sound, given
the value of the homes.

“Very often the housing is
rented or of very, very low
value, $35,000 to $40,000. If
you put in the necessary retro-
fits the house would have to
double in price to cover the
cost, and that would place
them out of the market.”

A community-based study
is using Geographic
Information Systems (GIS)
technology in an unconven-
tional way to help Regina fam-
ilies and the environment.

The project will identify
inner-city homes that would
benefit the most from an ener-
gy retrofit, both from a socio-
economic and an environmen-
tal perspective.

The idea is based on the
undergraduate thesis of 2003
President’s Medal recipient
Brett Dolter, who earned an
honours bachelor of arts
degree in environment and
economic development
through Campion College.
Dolter, who went on to get a
master’s degree in resource
management and environmen-
tal studies at the University of
British Columbia, gave per-
mission to his former supervi-
sors to develop a proposal for
the study.

Last December, economics
professor Marion Jones
received a $22,533 collabora-
tive grant from the
Saskatchewan Housing
Research Program (SHRP) for

Cecil says the project will
identify practical energy
improvements that have the
greatest environmental and
socio-economic impact, given
home values and individual
economic circumstances. 

“If there is a way that
some small renovation might
be able to help them save addi-
tional money, get them out of
a renting situation and into
home ownership or better still,
build equity into their current
home so that they can
upgrade, then they can provide
a better environment for their
kids,” says Cecil.

This summer he and Jones
will invite households identi-
fied in the index to receive a
free energy audit. Once the
audits are completed, the
research team will evaluate
each one from a socio-eco-
nomic perspective and make
recommendations to owners
on which energy retrofits will
have the biggest economic
benefits.  In the long-term, the
researchers will follow-up with
homeowners who have chosen
to make the improvements,
and measure the resulting envi-
ronmental and social impact.

Geographic Information System (GIS) software at The Environmental Research and
Response Application (TERRA) lab is being used in a research project co-developed by 

geography professor Ben Cecil, shown here in the TERRA lab, and 
economics professor Marion Jones.

Project improves
environment and
helps families

Identity theft, counter-ter-
rorism and computer hackers
have pushed the issue of priva-
cy into the public eye. Now,
professors Eldon Soifer and
David Elliot are showing what
philosophers can contribute to
our understanding of the issue
in a project entitled “Privacy:
Its Nature, Limitations and
Justification.”

In the past, it was assumed
that individuals could largely
control whether others had
access to information about
them. According to Soifer and
Elliot, new technology has
made that notion largely obso-
lete. For example, cameras
record our activities in public
places, while activity in our
homes may be indicated by
electronic “bugs,” interception
of wireless phone transmis-
sions, or technology that can
read the amount of heat being
generated in various parts of
the home. In principle, the
philosophers maintain that
even human thought could

become accessible, through
technology such as “brain fin-
gerprinting.”

Soifer and Elliott argue
that these facts do not mean
that privacy is no longer
important – simply that it
must be understood in more
clearly normative terms.

“I think that everyone has
some things that they don’t
want others to know about
them,” says Soifer. “I think
people have an interest in how
others think about them. You
want people to see you in a
certain way. In our thesis, pri-
vacy is really about that.”

A key question then
becomes, not what informa-
tion others have about you,
but rather how they got it.

“If (someone) went to
great lengths to acquire infor-
mation about you then they
probably have done something
morally wrong,” says Soifer. “If
they came up upon something
inadvertently, then presumably
they are not to blame for that.

Researchers take a philosophical
approach to privacy

the way that most people want
things done and it seems most
people want that kind of divi-
sion even between couples.”

That is not a real violation of
privacy. But then, if they’ve got
this information, there is a fur-
ther question of what else can
they do with it. Can they send
it to the newspaper after they’ve
acquired it inadvertently?”

This also raises issues
about the freedom to broadcast
information to others. Some
people would be horrified, for
example, to have their image
recorded in their homes, while
others willingly let thousands
of strangers watch them via
live webcam sites. In other
cases, an institution’s privacy
policy might make it more dif-
ficult for family members to
gain information that helps
their household.

“That is part of the prob-
lem that a legislator faces when
they try to legislate matters of
privacy,” says Elliot. “With the
lack of flow of information,
people have difficulties. I find it
very difficult, for example, with-
in a family, for my wife to be
able to talk to the bank about

me. They will hang up on her.
It doesn’t reflect our way of
working. But you have to have a
law or legislation that deals with

Philosophy professors David Elliot (left) and Eldon Soifer are
contributing to the discussion about privacy.
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A fine art: 
Installation celebrates aesthetics of science

wo seemingly different disci-
plines – art and science – are
intersecting to beautify the
new addition to the Lab
Building.

By sandblasting 128 scien-
tific words, numbers, equa-
tions, codes, symbols, names
and phrases into the hard sur-
faces throughout the building’s
atrium, fine arts professor John
Noestheden has come up with
a design that celebrates the 
aesthetics of science.

Noestheden was commis-
sioned by the University,
through a juried selection
process, to create a permanent
work of art to be woven into

the fabric of the five-storey
addition.

Professors from each
department in the Faculty of
Science have contributed to
Noestheden’s installation, with
suggestions ranging from the
profound to the poetic includ-
ing terms such as E=F/q,
Fadeev-Popov ghosts, and sili-
con wafer masks, to name a
few.

And while the meaning
behind each of the terms
might not be apparent to the
average person, Noestheden
feels their beauty will be. 

“One of my favourites is
from geology. It’s a sentence,

‘That I come from the sea is
written in each of my cells.’ It’s
so poetic and is such a pro-
found thought. It’s too beauti-
ful not to put that in.”

The words are also strate-
gically placed throughout the
atrium.

The atomic and code
names for the elements, for
example, will appear in the tile
of the  ground floor to repre-
sent their origins, while equa-
tions and numbers will climb
each floor to the top, appear-
ing in the glass, Tyndall stone
and woodwork.

“The concept of the work
is that personal significance

marks meaning in science, art
and life and this is the same
thing that gives meaning to
public art. The work is about
the users of the building and
the work is tailored to those
individuals and those students
that study those fields.”

Incorporating art as part
of building design began at the
U of R in 1996, when works
of art were commissioned for
the Dr. William Riddell
Building. The practice contin-
ued in 2004 with the commis-
sioning of works for the
Centre for Kinesiology and
Sport and the new residence
complex.
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