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Doctors from around the world 
recruited to work in Canada bring 
more than their medical talents to the 
job; they also bring different cultural, 
ethical and religious views. A team 
of University of Regina researchers 
is looking at how those views might 
affect medical decision making.

“With so many physicians in 
Canada being from other countries we 
thought that if we had a better idea 
of what ethical orientations they had, 
how their religions influenced their 
decision making, then we would have 
better information that would help 
us understand the perspective of new 
physicians coming into the country,” 
explains principle investigator David 
Malloy, a professor in the Faculty 
of Kinesiology and Health Studies. 
The study will also help inform any 
curriculum modifications at Canadian 
medical colleges to reflect ethical or 
religious differences.

Malloy is joined by co-investigators 
Thomas Hadjistavropoulos from the 
Department of Psychology, Bryan 
Hillis, a religious studies professor 
from Luther College, as well as a 
number of U of R PhD, master’s and 
undergraduate students. Countries 
were selected for the study based on 
their cultural diversity, dominant 
religion and standard of health 
care. Included are Canada, India, 
Ireland, Japan and Thailand, where 
dominant religions include Hinduism, 
Catholicism, Shinto, Buddhism and 
Christianity. The team interviewed 
approximately 100 doctors and 
collected more than 900 useable 
surveys.

A major finding was the difference 

in the western world’s perception of a 
person as an individual as opposed to 
being a part of a family. 

“Do you tell a patient who has a 
serious brain disease like Alzheimer’s 
that they have the disease? In Canada, 
yes. But, in other parts of the world,  
sometimes it’s considered ethically 
problematic,” explains Malloy. 

An example of this is evident in 
Confucian culture. “In Confucian 
culture,” says Malloy, “the way you 
look at a person is as a member of a 
family.” In this context a doctor will 
not tell the patient that they have a 
terminal illness. “You tell the eldest 
son, usually. The family is first.”

In addition to the U of R team, 

Saturday, April 5 – 8:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 6 – 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 8 – Noon

Friday, April 11

April 10 - 12 – 7:30 p.m. Nightly

Friday, April 4 – 7:30 p.m.

Friday, April 4 – 3:30 p.m.

SPR Rethinking Productivity Speaker Series
“Chain of Command: The Road from 9/11 to Now: Iraq, Iran and 

Afghanistan”
Speaker: Seymour Hersh

Education Auditorium, Education Bldg. Info: 585-4117
Free parking in lots 14 & 15M.

Wednesday, March 26 – 7:30 p.m.

History colloquium
“The Regina Dales: Rugby-football in the 1930s”

Speaker: Ken Leyton-Brown
Rm. 348, Administration-Humanities Bldg.         Info: 585-4209

Friday, March 28 – 3:30 p.m.

OMAD lecture series
“Poverty and charity in popular ballads, 1700-1850”

Speaker: Robin Ganev
Rm. 348, Administration-Humanities Bldg.   Info: 585-4691 or 585-4310      

Humanities Research Institute 
2007-08 Barbara Powell lecture

“Pongo in Peril”
Speaker: Biruté Galdikas

Rm. 110, Classroom Bldg.   Info: 585-4304

Faculty of Engineering Project Day
This conference-style event includes a Trade Show where students display 

their projects and four concurrent sessions where each project will be 
presented in detail.

Floors 4 & 6, Education Bldg.        Info: 585-4706 
Free parking in lots 14 & 17

U of R Choir performance
“Songs of Love”

Director: Aaron Mitchell
University Theatre, Riddell Centre        Info: 585-5332     

Admission: $5 general, $3 seniors, students free with ID. 
Tickets available at the door.

Political Science seminar
“The Emergence of Parity Democracy in France and Belgium”

Speaker: Jocelyne Praud
Rm. 247, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4304       

Theatre Performance
“Tatalus”

Featuring: The Second-Year Company
Shu-Box, Riddell Centre            Info: 585-5562           Box Office: 585-5500      

Last day of classes for the  
winter semester.

For a complete calendar of events at the University of 
Regina, visit our website at www.uregina.ca
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•  Unique programs! Specialized 
programs are offered in a 
number of areas including 
journalism, social work, media 
production and studies, 
actuarial science, petroleum 
engineering, fine arts, 
software systems, education, 
police studies, health studies, 
public policy, business 
administration, and many 
others. 

•  Work experience! A co-
operative education program 
– the first in Western Canada 
– is available in arts, business 
administration, engineering 
and science (computer 
science, physics, chemistry 
and biochemistry, and 
mathematics and statistics 
including actuarial science 
internships). An Aboriginal co-
operative education program 
is also available in each of 
these areas. 

Why choose 
the U of R?

six scholars from abroad are active 
participants and co-authors in the 
project which is funded by the Health 
Services Utilization and Research 
Commission of Saskatchewan (HSURC) 
and the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC). 

The team has received an additional 
SSHRC grant which will be devoted 
to a similar study of nursing in seven 
countries (Japan, Thailand, Korea, 
Australia, Ireland, India and Canada). 
Malloy has travelled to five of the 
seven countries to collect qualitative 
data. Initial research based on the data 
collected should be published next fall.

UR SELF-SERVICE MAKES  
REGISTRATION EASY!

Visit www.uregina.ca to check out 
UR Self-Service where you can:

- Register for classes
- Pay tuition and fees
- Purchase textbooks and parking passes

Apply for admission to the U of R online. 
Visit www.uregina.ca/admissions to apply. 
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ames Gustafson’s phone rings off the hook. The 
career services coordinator at the University of 
Regina says he is constantly getting phone calls 
from employers wanting to hire U of R students 
and alumni. 

    “There are lots of jobs out there for students and 
alumni,” he says. “It’s our job to help them find a 
career that suits them and to help them learn to market 
themselves to employers.” 

    Gustafson, who has a 
master’s degree in human 
resource management from the 
U of R, says the Career Centre 
is a great place for students 
and alumni to start their job 
search or find the tools to 
advance their careers. 
     “We offer many services to 
students and alumni to help 
them in career preparation and 
job searching. First of all, we 
have four major career 

   fairs throughout the year. Our 

largest career fair is held every fall and this year we are 
expecting about 140 employers.” In addition, the Career 
Centre holds a summer job fair, an education expo 
career fair and a career fair aimed at kinesiology and 
health studies students. 
    “We offer a variety of services that students and 
alumni can access just by phoning our office,” says 
Gustafson. These services include career counseling, 
mock interviews and resume reviews.
    Gustafson recently returned from a trip to southern 
Ontario where he toured a variety of career centres at 
post-secondary institutions. He wasn’t surprised to learn 
that many institutions look to the U of R as a leader in 
career services. 
    “It’s because we focus on catering to the students’ 
needs and finding the perfect job for them – even if it’s 
a job they wouldn’t have thought of. For example, we 
helped a fine arts student find a job with a trucking 
company. He just had the right skill set and it was a 
good match for the student and the employer.” 
    The University of Regina Career Centre is open 
Monday through Friday. For more information about 
services, phone (306) 585-5161. James Gustafson

J

The research team collecting data from around the world on medical decision 
making includes (L to R) back row: Claudia Garcia, Phil Sevigny, Dave Malloy, 
Bryan Hillis, Cathy Mills, Craig Cameron, Shirley Plessl. Front row: Amanda 
Kleisinger, Zhaofei Wan, Thomas Hadjistavropoulos.
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The HRI is proud to present
The Dr. Barbara Powell Visiting Lecture 2008

Biruté Galdikas
(Simon Fraser University)

“Pongo in Peril”
Friday, 4 April, 2008, 7:30 pm

Classroom Bldg, CL 110
University of Regina

Admission: Free
All are welcome

Free parking is available in the M area of lot 3
University of Regina 

Please call 585-4226 or
visit the HRI website for more information

Dr. Biruté M.F. 
Galdikas, OC, is 
a primatologist, 
conservationist, and 
ethologist recognized 
as the world’s 
leading authority 
on the endangered 
orangutans of SE 
Asia.


