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University of Regina geography professor 
puts downtown Regina on the map

Julia Siemer, U of R geography professor who developed Arts Action Inc’s map, 
hopes to bring culture and the arts to Regina’s downtown.
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By providing a visual 
representation of Regina’s cultural 
assets – a cultural map  –  members 
of the non-profit group ArtsAction 
Inc. hope to contribute to the 
revitalization of downtown, if not the 
entire city.

“The overall goal is to see what 
is here and address people who 
work in the arts field and the city 
and where it makes sense to put 
money in,” explains Julia Siemer, a 
geography professor who developed 
Arts Action Inc’s map.

“There is so much going on. But, 
you don’t see it. We all want a lively 
downtown area and that is just one 
step.”

The project, called “The Cultural 
Mapping Project,” has support from 
the University’s Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council/ 
President’s Fund and the Regina 
Art Commission. The City of Regina 
has also provided a geographic 
base database and will host the pdf 
version of the current map. Regina 
Downtown also lent their efforts 
by providing the names of cultural 
organizations. 

The first phase of ArtsAction’s 
mapping process will identify 
services and infrastructure that 
provide support for the arts, as 
well as sites of professional and 
non-professional art activities in 
downtown Regina and the Wascana 
corridor. The corridor is being 
identified as the area connecting the 
University to Casino Regina along 
Wascana Parkway and Broad Street. 
As the project grows other areas of 
the city will be included. 

The second phase will use GIS 
(geographic information system) 
technology to make it possible for 
people viewing the map online to see 
additional information about specific 
cultural site locations. The current 

paper map includes descriptions 
about locations and the type of 
activity that goes on there, such as 
festivals, theatre and visual arts. 

“You can talk about cities or 
neighbourhoods being conducive or 
not conducive to culture. But you 
can’t be concrete about it unless you 
can map the data,” says Kathleen 
Irwin, associate professor of theatre 
and co-founder of ArtsAction.

“This is a real collection of data 
about what we have in the city center 
and corridor that can be extrapolated 
into other conclusions about culture,” 
says Irwin. “It’s not our job to make 
those extrapolations. It’s up to other 
researchers. But, an example of that 
might be, “does greater cultural 
activity lead to less street crime?”

The map is only a part of the many 
projects ArtsAction has on the go. 
Since its inception in January 2005 
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of R sociology professor Rozzet Jurdi’s 
research surprises even her. 

“Sometimes you get astonished about what 
you find in the data,” says Jurdi, who uses 

her background in social demography, political studies 
and population studies to research women’s rights.

 “I have analyzed data on Africa, the Middle East 
and Latin America and you would be surprised to 
find that in every society there is an issue of lack 
of contraception, lack of counselling, and lack of 
contraceptive choice, making it difficult for women and 
couples to plan the timing and size of their families.”

 The new faculty member says that many women 
don’t want more children, but in a lot of cases they 
have no choice.

“So we have to help them attain their rights,” she 
says. “Imagine if you didn’t want to have more 
children and had no means to avoid getting pregnant. 
In all developed societies we have reached a stage 
where we decide freely, and with ample choice, how 
many kids we want to have and when to have them.”

Jurdi’s latest paper focuses on women’s reproductive 
health in the Middle East. Since the United Nation’s 

International Conference 
on Population and 
Development in 1994, Arab 
countries such as Egypt, 
Jordan and Morocco have 
made efforts to improve 
their reproductive health 
services.

By using Demographic and 
Health Survey (DHS), data 
researchers, such as Jurdi, 
are able to isolate problems 
and give policy makers the 

starting point they need to 

develop solutions.
DHS are nationally-representative surveys typically 

conducted every five years with sample sizes between 
5,000 and 30,000 households. They provide a wide 
range of data for areas including population, health and 
nutrition.

Jurdi has found from DHS data, for example, that 
while there has been an increase in contraceptive use by 
women in Egypt, Jordan and Morocco since the 1970s, 
the type of contraceptives being prescribed do not meet 
women’s specific needs.

Doctors and family planning clinics have been giving 
women the same contraceptive methods whether these 
women want to delay their pregnancies or avoid them, 
says Jurdi.

“The woman who wants to space and the woman who 
doesn’t want to have any more births – they are using 
the same method, and most of the women in those 
countries are using the same brand of the method, which 
really tells you something, that there is no real choice for 
these women.”

The most recent DHS data for each of these three 
countries also shows that between approximately 25 per 
cent of woman surveyed in Egypt and approximately 35 
per cent in both Morocco and Jordan reported their last 
pregnancy as either unwanted or mistimed. 

In some cases the methods available to women 
have side effects that prompt them to stop using 
contraception, says Jurdi. When this happens an 
unplanned pregnancy is often the result.

 Jurdi will speak on this topic as part of the Coffee 
House Controversies lecture series hosted by the Faculty 
of Arts. On Thurs., Mar. 13 at 7:30 p.m. in Chapters 
bookstore behind the Southland Mall (2625 Gordon 
Road), she will deliver a 20-minute talk titled “Why are 
most Arab women using the same contraceptive method: 
limited choice or overwhelming demand?”

Friday, January 18 – 3:30 p.m.

Friday, January 18 – 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 17 – 7:30 p.m.

Saskatchewan Instructional Development & Research Unit seminar
“Language and Power in Saskatchewan Schools”

Speaker: Andrea Sterzuk
Rm. 215, Education Bldg.     Info: 585-5142

Wednesday, January 16 – Noon

Religious Studies lecture
“Stairway to Nirvana: Tsongkhapa on the Twenty Samghas”

Speaker: James Apple
Rm. 435, Classroom Bldg.     Info: 585-5128

Wednesday, January 16 – 12:30 p.m.

Philosophy Café
“Strange Philosophical Occasions”

Speaker: Béla Szabados
Café Orange - 2136A Robinson Street     Info: 585-4332

Biology seminar
Research open house.

Multi-purpose room, Riddell Centre    Info: 585-4145

Fine Arts lecture series
“Folk Elements in the Mass: An Examination of Ariel Ramirez’s Misa 

Criolla”
Speaker: Aaron Mitchell

Rm. 050, Riddell Centre     Info: 585-4746

Wednesday, January 23 – Noon

Saskatchewan Instructional Development & Research Unit seminar
“Gender Inequality in Schooling”

Speaker: Kirk Kelln
Rm. 215, Education Bldg.     Info: 585-5142

Saturday, January 19 – 5 p.m.

A slam dunk of an evening!
A pre-game reception for Cougars’ Basketball hosted by the University of 

Regina Alumni Association.
Education Oval, Education Bldg.   RSVP: uralumni@uregina.ca   

 Info: 585-4503

Thursday, January 24 – 7:30 p.m.

Coffee House Controversies
“What’s With all the Junk?  Cultural Property, Museums and  

Repatriation in the South Pacific”
Speaker: Tobias Sperlich

Chapters, Southland Mall (2295 Gordon Road)   Info: 585-4226

Rozzet Jurdi

the group has produced, with Marian 
Donnelly of Inner Circle Management, 
a feasibility study on the renovation of 
the Leader Building at 1853 Hamilton 
Street and the Legion Building at 
1820 Cornwall Street. The hope is for 
these heritage buildings to be used 
for activities that support the arts, 
including performances and business 
centers for artists. 

ArtsAction also advocates strongly 
for artist-friendly policy. Two of 
its members, Irwin and Christine 
Ramsay, associate professor of media 
production and studies at the U of 
R, are Fellows of the Saskatchewan 
Institute of Public Policy for 2007-08.  
The two are currently investigating 
various municipal arts policies to 
improve Regina’s current model. 

For more information about Arts 
Action Inc. visit http://artsaction.
uregina.ca/
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