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         Frank:    ...commence with my parents or my dad? 
          
         Imbert:   Very good, very good place.  Your dad, who he was, 
         and...   
          
         Frank:    And my name and...  
          
         Imbert:   Your name? 
          
         Frank:    My name is Frank Paul and my dad's name is Baptiste 
         Paul.  He was orginated from United States, from Washington.  



         And we got a lot of people in Colville, Washington where my 
         grandfather comes from, (name), Washington.  That's along the 
         Canadian border on the eastern B.C.  And from there we settled 
         at, they settled at Windermere on the Columbia lakes, you know, 
         north of the Columbia lakes, place called Athalmere.  There's a 
         little Shuswap reserve where people went from Kamloops into 
         that country, Kootenay country.  How they got there it's 
         impossible to say, just how they travelled through the 
         mountains over into that country.  But my dad's Indian name was 
         (Indian), and he married a woman from around the Shuswap tribe.  
         And my dad is in the Okanagan tribe.  And so that's as far as I 
         know about my parents.  I was born around the Columbia valley 
         and till after the First World War and I come over in this 
         country here in 1925 sometime.  So I settled here, married 
         here, and quite often I go back and forth to Columbia valley to 
         see my folks.  I've got lots of relatives in there.   
          
         Imbert:   You're related then to some of the Kootenays too, are 
         you?  
          
         Frank:    Well, not really the Kootenay.  Well, the in-laws to 
         my aunts and the Kootenay Indian men, you know, to my aunts, 
         you know. 
          
          
         Imbert:   So you're related to the Okanagan and the Shuswap, 
         the in-laws...  
          
         Frank:    Yes.  And then the in-laws to the Kootenays here.  
          
         Imbert:   Going back to your...  Do you have any stories or 
         anything from your father that you... or your mother?  Did they 
         tell you things that went on in their lives?  
          
         Frank:    Well, what I heard about my grandfather -- his name 
         was old Louis Paul, and he belonged to the Colville 
         reservation.  And years ago when the Hudson's Bay Company and 
         the other companies that come into the country first dealing in 
         furs and gold and other things, you know, horses, they had 
         trouble in that... one of those ports there in Colville, 
         Washington, somewhere in (name).  And there was a kind of a 
         battle between the Indians and the whites.  And that's where my 
         grandfather got chased and he was just a young boy then.  And 
         they chased him down the Columbia right down into the Okanagan 
         Falls, you know, near Kettle Falls in Washington.  And they 
         jumped into the river from there -- there's quite a rapid in 
         there.  That's what they call the rapids there at the Okanagan 
         Falls, not the Okanagan Falls but Kettle Falls.  And they swam 
         down quite a ways into somewhere around (name).  Well then they 
         lost him there.  From there just straight over into the 
         Penticton country and from there he crossed over into the 
         Cranbrook country.  Oh, it took him months and months to get 
         there.  He was on the Canadian side then.  And then from there 
         he settled in the Kootenay country at Athalmere where he got 
         acquainted with a woman and married there.  That's where my 
         father was born then.  You see how he got away was in war with 
         those...  Well, it was the dealers, you know, fur dealers and 



         everything.  There was trouble in the camps so they started to 
          
          
         fight, you know, amongst the war, like, you know.  And that's 
         how my father got away, you know, jumped in the river and swam 
         about two, three miles down the river until they lost track of 
         him, you know.  And then he straight over into Canada and he 
         never went back ever since.  And my dad was born there around 
         Windermere and growed up and then us, the other generations.  
         And my grandfather died at Windermere, Athalmere.  Never went 
         back.  So that's where I originate from, from the States like, 
         you know, into Canada.  And on that same reserve -- they call 
         the Little Shuswap Reserve -- there's about four tribes of 
         Indians in that one little reserve.  There's the Okanagan, the 
         Shuswap, and there's the Kootenay and the Stoneys all mixed in 
         there.  They getting the women folks, marrying them, and 
         settling in there.   
          
         Imbert:   Do you have any more stories, anything more about 
         your grandfather that you heard at all?  About his life there, 
         anything that happened to him at all? 
          
         Frank:    Well, nothing really.  You know, he married, second 
         marriage, a young woman and I was schooling then, you see.  And 
         his wife, you know, got three children and -- from that young 
         woman -- and he was pretty well up in age, you know.  But he 
         died a natural death -- there was no crippling or anything, you 
         know.  But his wife died a paralytic, you know.  And he had 
         children, about three children, two girls and one boy, and they 
         were my uncles and my aunts, you know, and I'm older than them.  
         (laughs) 
          
         Imbert:   And he lived to be a good age, did he?  
          
         Frank:    Oh, he lived a little over a hundred years, yeah.  He 
         wasn't a big man, you know.  Roughly he weighed about 180 when 
         I last known before he died, and he was a height about 5'7-8" 
         in barefoot.  He was still an active old fellow and I don't 
         whether it was the flu that killed him or what, how he died, 
         you know.  I was here then.  You see, I was away. 
          
         Imbert:   Well then, your father, he was born there, was he?  
          
         Frank:    My father was, yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   Is there anything about him that you remember, that 
         you could talk about? 
          
         Frank:    Well, he was in amongst those new settlers in there, 
         working there, packing.  He used to pack, pack trains, you 
         know, goes through there to Golden and then from there over the 
         pass, Windermere, into Calgary.  From there they scattered up 
         towards Edmonton, pack trains, you know.  There used to be a 
         trail from... they originated from this Oregon country and that 
         outfit used to come through here packing stuff up northwards, 
         you know, all summer long.  And over there they packed from 
         Oregon down in that country, through Washington into Idaho and 



         up the Columbia valley.  There's trails there, stories about 
         them -- my dad used to work there, pack train.  Mexicans, 
         Spanish and...  
          
         Imbert:   What years would those be that your dad was doing the 
         packing?  
          
         Frank:    Oh that's, that's quite a while ago.  See, myself I was 
         born in 1890 and that's thirty, forty years before that.  
          
         Imbert:   What year, how long before that, before you were 
         born, would your grandfather have come into the country?  
          
         Frank:    My grandfather?  
          
         Imbert:   Yes.  

ank:    Oh, that must have been about...  Oh, quite a while, 

 

bert:   So he would have been about twenty-five years before 

ank:    Must be.  

bert:   ...after your dad came in.  

bert:   So that would been about...  You were born in '90, so 

bert:   In '65 or somewhere about there.  

ank:    About there, yeah.  Because he was pretty old when he 

ank:    And they're a bit younger than me, you know, those   

hing about your father, anything that 
 

          
          
         Fr
         you know.  My dad was about, I think he must have been about 
         twenty, twenty-two years old when I was born.  You see how old
         my dad was there and my grandfather didn't marry till he was 
         about two, three years in the country.  And I was about...  My 
         dad must be about twenty when I was born, and he were pretty 
         old, you know, when he died too, in Invermere.  He died in 
         Invermere.  
          
         Im
         you were born...  
          
         Fr
          
         Im
          

ank:    Yeah.            Fr
          
         Im
         it would be twenty-five years before that that your grandfather 
         came to the country.  
          

ank:    Yeah.           Fr
          
         Im
          
         Fr
         died.  Right now those, my grandfather's children, they're 

u          living yet.  Two women are living now -- that's my aunts, yo
         know, from his younger wife, second wife.   
          

bert:   They are younger than you are?           Im
          
          
         Fr
         women, my aunts.  
          

bert:   Now anyt         Im
         happened, any incidents or stories in his life, with this



         packing business, or anything like that that you remember, that 

was quite a few things, you know.  In that 

to 

 

ust 

 to 

re they? 

ank:    Oh yes, they were taking horses from (inaudible) 
he 

 

 

       come over there and just shoot them down.  So they...  

The 
ld horses were enticing the other horses... 

tle horses?  

rses, 

 stallions came and took the gentle horses?  

         he told you about?  
          

ank:    Oh, there          Fr
         country there used to be hundreds and hundreds of horses in 
         that country, what they call from the Bugaboo country down in
         this Cranbrook, Skookumchuck, Findlay Creek.  It was just lousy 
         with horses them days, you know, wild bunch of horses, you 
         know.  And there used to be buyers from Calgary come over on
         the old Windermere road before there was a road at all.  That 
         was just trails and all the crossings were the big rivers, you 
         know, open rivers, fords, you know.  They know the fords, where 
         they were.  And my father was a kind of a rider in there every 
         summer gathering up those horses, you know.  And the buyer 
         comes along there and he used to just corral them and he'd j
         point out what he wanted.  And you gagged those horses, you 
         know, and then started to drive them over the mountains, about 
         thirty or thirty-five cowboys.  Those days -- I was just a kid 
         then, you see, I knew what...  And my father was in there 
         running about two crews, you know, about two separate crews.  
         You see, when you get horses through the mountains, few horses 
         that goes in the lead -- them that leads, you know, they lead 
         them on the trail.  And when these wild one smells the tracks 
         of these horses has gone by, well, they just follow; easier to 
         drive.  When they get into Calgary they auction those horses, 
         you know.  Oh there was good many, not very many years ago 
         those horses run out, they had to shoot them all.  They used
         get gentle horses from the hills, those little stallions, and 
         just herd those horses and drive them up the hills.  They had 
         to shoot them all.  There was...  
          

bert:   They were a nuisance, we         Im
          
         Fr
         twenty, twenty-five miles away.  And they take them out of t
         mountains, and they breed there and increase.  And then the 
         government had to shoot them every year in February, month of
         February.  And the last time I heard was about -- through the 
         radios here -- was about two years ago when they cleaned up the
         last part of it.  Riding them big mountain swamps where nobody 
         be able to get to them.  They dug tunnels and tunnels, feeding 
         their little colts, you know, pawing away.  And that's how you 
  
          
         Imbert:   They were bringing, taking the other horses.  
         wi
          
         Frank:    They were taking gentle horses.  
          
         Imbert:   Did the wild horses entice the gen
          
         Frank:    Yeah.  They were stallions, you know, not any ho

allions.           st
          
         Imbert:   The
          
         Frank:    Yeah, oh yeah.  



          
         Imbert:   I see.   
          
         Frank:    Yeah, they'd drive them just like a human being.  

 
ey 

st had to go just where he wanted them to go.  And they get 
eir heads down and away these horses would go out in the 

 
too 

  My father used to work 
 that, herding those horses.  But since these killing come 

u 
n 

1,500 or 2,000 to one drive over 
 not so big but they say when you 

rses get there?  

n from the 
ates somewhere, you know.  Ever since I was a kid everyone 

ry 
lor, they had those pintos, appaloosas, straight whites, you 

e 

. 

n 

         They just herd three or four of them.  If they don't go they
         just pretty near take the flesh out of them, you know, and th
          
          
         ju
         th
         mountains, twenty, twenty-five miles away.  So they had to kill
         them all.  They couldn't finish selling them, you know, and 
         much work to run around and corral them, you see.  They had hay 
         and oats out in the mountains and you can't get them all.   
          
         Imbert:   That's very interesting.  
          
         Frank:    So that was the last of it.
         on
         on, well, he had nothing more to do with it.  Airplanes does 
         that, and people on skis, and dog teams, hunt those horses, yo
         know.  Wherever the airplane spot those horse he just say it o
         the map and they go after it and kill them all.  So there's no 
         more wild horses anymore in that country.   
          
         Imbert:   That's too bad. 
          
         Frank:    There used to be 

to Alberta.  And they're         in
         breed them to good horses they sure just grow out. 
          

           Imbert:   How did they get there in the first place?
          
         Frank:    In Calgary, in Alberta? 
          
         Imbert:   No, how did these wild ho
          
         Frank:    Well, those wild horses they were brought i
         St
         had horses and they have herds of them, you know.  And I just 
         don't know just how they come in there, but there was horses 
          
          

ere all the time, in there, in that country.  They were eve         th
         co
         know, really white, snow white horses.  You don't see them 
         anymore.  And they brought in from around the States, some from 
         around the east coast, you know.  How they come in around th
         coast I just don't know.  I never really asked about where they 
         originated from, you know.  But they had horses ever since I 
         was, could be able to know, you know.  After I was be able to 
         see things, well, I saw horses already, all the time, you know
         Everybody had horses.  But the work horses, you know, come in 
         later on.  Used to trade them from around the Prairies, you 
         know.  That's how they got increasing these big horses, you 
         know, breed them into those small horses.  They breed pretty 
         big horses after three, four year old, be able to work them o



         a harness and...  
          
         Imbert:   Was there

ything that happ
 any stories about these wild horses?  
ened, any events, or any...  

I know just 
w, you see.  I never did go into asking very much about them, 

 
u 

re the railways came in, wouldn't 

s, the railroad was, 
 
t 

 

he mining that began to open the country up, 
orses?  

was mining because they had to pack, 
's little towns, you know, taking 

ing 

t ranching there at all, any 
ttle ranching when you were doing... being raised? 

te a few 
nching in what they call in the Skookumchuck country and  

         An
          
         Frank:    Well, not much as, not much more than 
         no
         you see.  All I had to do was help, you know, breaking them in 
         and using them.  In that country, in the Windermere country, 
         there was those mines all from Cranbrook up Moyie, right up 
         into Golden.  And they hired fifty or forty head of pack train
         horses, you know.  And there was packers, and blacksmiths, yo
         know, shoeing those horses coming up and down those mountains.  
         Pretty near had to make their own horseshoes out of iron bars, 
         you know, to shoe those horses going up and down.  Packing the 
         oar, silver, and copper and every kind of oar.  That's a mining 
         country at one time.  Well, they had all kinds of horses to 
         pack in there.  Ever since I know there was horses all over.  
         How they come in I never went into finding out anymore about 
         it, just what I know now.  
          
         Imbert:   This would be befo
         it?  The railways came in afterwards.  
          
         Frank:    Railway was about 1914.  That'
         the CPR was on when I started to know.  And this Crowsnest, I
         guess it was on after I was born maybe.  I just don't know wha
         year it went.  And then there's a railroad from Cranbrook to 
         Golden, a branch line going north and south.  That was in 1912 
         or '13 -- that's the Kootenay-Central Railway.  I know we had 
         steamboats from Golden to Windermere, Columbia Lake.  Four or 
         five of those little steamboats, you know, freighting.  In the 
         wintertime they had horses there and my dad used to freight 
         from Golden to Windermere and from Cranbrook to Windermere.  
         And there was a horse stage running from Cranbrook clean to 
         Golden, about 200 miles.  Used to have changes of horses about
         three or four places there, and they had four horses on the 
         mail every day.  
          
         Imbert:   Was it t

inging in the h         br
          
         Frank:    Well, mostly it 

u know.  And then there         yo
         supplies for their stores.  And then there's the hotels, hotels 
         here and there, all log buildings, you know.  They were pack
         these supplies for these stores from around Cranbrook or 
         wherever the nearest railroad is to these places along the line 
         between Cranbrook and Golden.   
          
         Imbert:   Were there any importan
         ca
          
         Frank:    Well, after I growed up I know there was qui
         ra
          
         around Windermere.  And there was the Kempton outfit, R.A. 



         Kempton.  And then there was, oh, there was two or three 
 

r 

 good cattle country?  

ou know.  

d like.  

  The ranges are a little dry 
d they haven't got the bunch grass like around here, you 

ch 

 it better for horses?  

now.  Horses could out 
t the cattle, down at the bottoms, you know, well that's 

It's not like these green bottoms here where you can 

 No, no.  It's better around here, you see.  You can 
 feed.  But over there I think the winters are a little 

mmers are a little shorter, you know, and frost.  Well, 
 the 
re 

 

 

t 
what 

         outfits, you know, an English outfit on the Windermere Lake,
         horse ranching, you know.  And there was cattle ranches 
         scattered, you know.  Not very many, but they had about four o
         five hundred, three hundred, you know.  There was about six or 
         seven ranches.  
          
         Imbert:   Is that
          
         Frank:    Oh, it's not really too good, y
          
         Imbert:   It's not like this country?  
          
         Frank:    No, no.  It hasn't got the fee
          
         Imbert:   Is it too dry, maybe? 
          
         Frank:    A little dry, you know.
         an
         know.  But in there they used to raise quite a few head of 
         cattle, although the way it is they used to have quite a bun
         of cattle.  
          
         Imbert:   Was
          
         Frank:    Oh, better for horses, you k
         bu
         pretty well eat up.  They don't get too much, you know, the 
         cattle.  
          
         Imbert:   

t...           ge
          
         Frank:   

e more         se
          
          

t too long to.  They're a little longer than here, and          bi
         su
         you're putting in your crop, as it blooms and grows, well,
         frost bites the tops.  Well, it don't grow so good.  But he
         it's warmer, you know.  On Douglas Lake fifteen miles from here 
         you almost got the same weather as over there.  You see frosty 
         mornings and frosty nights.  But down in Kamloops the elevation 
         is, I just don't know how much it is higher than Kamloops here. 
         Kamloops is a way warmer but here is about eight or ten degrees 
         colder, you know.  And six or seven degrees, ten degrees colder 
         yet at Douglas Lake as it goes up.  It's got an elevation right 
         along.  You could tell when you're travelling with a car, you 
         know.  That's how I can't get the crops as good as what you can 
         in Kamloops, you know.  They freeze sometimes, you know, frost.
          
         Imbert:   Now anything more about that valley there and, you 
         know, and the Windermere country?  This is very interesting 
         about the horses.  I just wondered if there was anything 
         further you could say on your experience or any incidents tha
         you remember, of any kind at all, you know, to illustrate 



         life was like in those days. 
          
         Frank:    To the horse business or...? 

 as you grew up, as a 
tter of fact.  What are some of your earliest memories as you 

the railroad went through, 
u know, the horses seemed to just went.  They would ship them 

 

 they just shipped them over to the Prairie ways.  But the 
rming, you know, over there is not big enough for any amount 

 

e 

uy 

e a child at Windermere, when you were 
ore you came here.  Can you remember 

 
rticular events, you know.  I just...  

go school? 

chool in Cranbrook.   

          
         Imbert:   No, any business at all.  Just
         ma
         were growing up in the '90s there?  
          
         Frank:    In the horse business when 
         yo
         out and that broke down all the freighting on the steamboats 
         from on the river, the Columbia River, for about 200 miles, you 
         know.  That broke it up, and same the business just went right
         flat, you know.  Seemed to have no more demand for them big 
         work horses what they used to use in freighting in the winter, 
          
          
         so
         fa
         of horses, you know.  Just about a team of or two teams.  Right
         today now they have all the tractors and everything, they don't 
         have any horses at at all.  You don't see any horses any more.  
         Or what you see now is the new horses being bred and shipped 
         in.  And I was in the Windermere country about four or five 
         years ago and I was working there on the place they call the 
         Elk Horn Ranch.  I was telling him about these cattle, that w
         got the same brand here where I live here, 111 brand.  I like 
         to ride amongst them kind of cattle.  "Well," he says, "tell 
         you the truth, two years ago we bought that whole trainload, 
         carload, two carloads from Douglas Lake Cattle Company."  Had 
         too much of the 111 brand -- they brought from over here to 
         over there -- the Elk Horn Ranch.  So they couldn't have bred 
         enough cattle there to keep the rancher going.  They had to b
         it from here or somewhere else, you know.  But the bulls and 
         the heifers, mostly heifers, they buy from Douglas Lake Ranch. 
          
         Imbert:   Now of the...  What was it like?  Do you remember 

ything as a child, anything that happened?  Can you remember          an
         growing up there?  
          

          Frank:    Any what? 
          
         Imbert:   When you wer

owing up there, bef         gr
         anything that happened in there?  
          

 could remember, and no         Frank:    It's not very much that I
         pa
          

you?           Imbert:   It was a very peaceful time for 
          
         Frank:    Yeah.  
          
         Imbert:   Did you 
          
         Frank:    Yeah, I've been to s
          



         Imbert:   What school was that that you went to?  
          
         Frank:    Pardon?  
          
         Imbert:   What school in Cranbrook did you go to?  

nd then I 

 

  

d 

ank:    Oh yeah, myself, you know.  Like now my children they 
y, "You must have been up in the high grade school."  I told 

n I left 
s, you 

ry 

  
 

 King Edward VII, I think.  
 You see he made about 

 

          
         Frank:    Oh, that was at the St. Eugene Mission.  A
         was at Brisco, just a public school, you know.  And for the 
         religion I had to go down to Cranbrook, you know, for a couple 
         of years, finish up there.  And that's the custom down there,
         you see, when you're not in there, if you go to school anywhere 
         else, you finish up in there and learn your religion, whatever 
         religion you are.  So I was about fifteen or sixteen when I 
         left school altogether, because my dad owned quite a bit of 
         land and he couldn't let me out and he didn't like to hire.  
         Hard to hire help then at the First World War time, you know.
         They were scarce of help and he had to get me home.  And I 
         didn't go much more than the fifth grade.  Like now... and the 
         way I am I could write and read pretty good.  I interpret an
         help people, you know, our chiefs here for a certain business.  
         I just learned it by myself after I left school.  So I read a 
         lot of papers, you know, and learn.  Got a dictionary and keep 
         studying.  That's how I come up there, keep up my schooling.  
          
         Imbert:   You went on and educated yourself?  
          
          
         Fr
         sa
         them, "I just went up to the twenty-seventh grade."  (laughs)  
          
         Imbert:   And (inaudible) ever since, eh.  (laughs)  
          
         Frank:    Yeah, I was coming up to the fifth grade whe

hool, you know.  And I never went to my last report         sc
         know.  And I was busy on the ranch and then when the First 
         World War come, well, I left from there.  I was in this count
         in 1915, '16, and I married here in 1918.  That's the lady 
         there, you know, there was the daughter of kind of a popular 
         name in here, Chief Johnny (name) of Upper (name) band here.
         That's the man that went across overseas to Germany, France --
         two trips he took -- her dad did, Chief Johnny (name), to 
         Europe.  That's just to see the country.  And the last trip he 
         went was on this business of, land business, land question 
         between the government and the Indians, you know, of property 
         that was unpaid, you know.  And they wanted to see how they 
         stand.  And her dad, Chief Johnny (name), went to see the king 
         for that, King Edward.  
          

ward VII?           Imbert:   Is that King Ed
          
         Frank:    I don't know which.  It was

cause that was quite a while ago.          Be
         three trips -- one was over forty-five years ago.  When I came 
         into this country in 1916 he had the second trip.  And then 
         again about 1920, '21, no '25, '26 he made another trip to 
         England.  So it was the last trip and then he just made trips



         to Ottawa and back to here.  
          
         Imbert:   So then you remember him quite well?  

ank:    Oh yes, I remember.  

t him and what he was like, and 
ything that he did, you know, that should be recorded? 

ame) 
 he was just a mail carrier for a good many years from 

t 
e 

 

g the talking... 

 
ttle.  That's through that mail works, you know.  He spent 

d 

s hay for all his stock and...  

...yeah, they used to buy horses by the hundreds of 
em at Quilchena.  See, all the cowboys used to ride to the 

 
n 

          
          
         Fr
          
         Imbert:   Could you tell us abou
         an
          
         Frank:    Well, as far as I know he was -- Chief Johnny (n
         --
         Kamloops over to Hope, carrying mail, government mail.  And he 
         didn't have very much money, you know, but I think he was paid 
         about $150 a month or something like that, with his horses.  He 
         had this canteens, you know, packs for the mail.  And he stayed 
         that way for about seven, eight years.  When they drove his 
         money he had two or three bags of that money, you know, paper 
         money, gold and silver.  When he quit, well then he started 
         ranching.  And he bought cattle from two or three companies 
         around, you know, a few head here and there and then he bough
         some registered stallions, some registered stallions.  Then h
         started ranching up Douglas Lake -- that was her dad, you know. 
         When I came into this country he had pretty well up in number 
         of cattle.  You see when I used to feed cattle, five loads of 
         hay, six loads of hay a day, which meant a hundred head to one 
         load of hay, and we used to throw five loads of hay for the 
         cattle.  You know, it's just the cattle, and then the bulls 
         then they had about a couple of loads.   
          
         Imbert:   Just the background noises durin
          
         Frank:    And so that meant he had about six hundred head of
         ca
         all his money and invested this money on stock.  And then he 
         had these horses.  He had about the same number of horses.  An
         when I was married, well, then he had that many cattle.  We'd 
         look after that.  At this place in here, where I am now, on the  
          
          

uglas Lake about fifteen miles up there where he used to get          Do
         hi
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
          
         (SIDE B) 
          
         Frank:    
         th
         road and back.  When they were bought, well, that's sold.  They
         give the money to the owners, give the bill of sales.  And the
         artillery horses comes in.  They used to pull those guns with 
         horses, you know, against the...  Kaiser William when he was 
         just about taking the whole of Europe, you know.  They got 
         everything they could get and that's where the horses used to 

          go, what the old man raised -- you know, Chief Johnny (name)
         with the Douglas Lake Cattle Company and the (name) Company.   



         That's just over the fence here that owns the Quilchena store 
         now.  Used to have their horses, hundreds of them.  And then 
         they'd ship them over to (name) on the trains to the coast that 

 

e taking the horses out, 

s.  Yes.  Yes we were here when they were buying 

wo or 

g, 

s.  I 
ink they shipped most of them to the States, you know.  The 

bout the Windermere 
er?  What sort of 

t 

around 
r, you 

 

ou 

at's numbered and everything, that's to sell.  And the buyers 
me in and just all you got to do is settle in there, the 

         goes overseas for the cavalry.  And the artillery that pulls 
         all the ammunitions and the guns, you know, that was bought...  
         Not only here, I guess, Williams Lake was, and the Kamloops, 
         they just took herds of horses out, carloads of them.  And 
         those days, of course, I got a friend here that knows too, you
         know, he's seen it all.  He's an old timer here too, Paul 
         (name), and we used to be, well, in our young days we used to 
         be together in the camps working.   
          
         Imbert:   You were here when they wer
         were you?  
          
         Frank:    Ye
         horses for the First World War.  And they had everything 
          
         bunched up in Vancouver.  There was some buildings about t
         three stories high that was just horses, you know.  Getting 
         ready and was shipping the whole works there on them ships, you 
         know.  And one morning the Armistice was signed and everythin
         as I understand, is still.  Instead of battling there was a big 
         parade decorated, and Granville Street -- you could see the 
         color for miles.  Bands playing and guns going off, you know, 
         and wasting ammunition -- well, they don't need it any more.  
          
         Imbert:   And they didn't need any more horses after?  
          
         Frank:    No, I don't know what they done with the horse
         th
         Americans bought a lot of them.  Somewhere from $125 to $200. 
         See, they were good horses and you can't see those horses 
         any more around the country.  Never raise any more like those 
         horses that we used to have here before.  
          
         Imbert:   Now is there anything, any more a

untry before we move on, that you rememb         co
         people were coming into Windermere and Athalmere and so on?  Do 
         you remember any of the white people who were coming around a
         that time?  Coming in to farm or anything like that? 
          
         Frank:    Well, there was quite an outft come in from 

lifornia.  They bought what they call that Edgewate         Ca
         know, place they call Edgewater.  The Columbia Valley Orchards
         Limited, that was the name of it, you know.  And they were 
         surveying lots, you know, and we used to freight the galvanized 
         stuff, you know, the metal from Golden into that country.  Y
         see, they made flumes on those galvanized and they freight them 
         and scatter them all over the hills.  And they got these lots, 
         you know, buildings, fences, plowing and everything, seeded 
         down, just like this older settlement boards, you know.  And 
          
          
         th
         co
         Columbia Valley Orchards Limited.  That's never been taken up, 



         all of it, you know.  By God, it seemed to just fade away and 

s 

 the First World War?  

ill... No, it was before the railroad went in.  I think it 

s?  

horses and freighting 
ose materials for the Columbia Valley Orchards.  

name) doing 
e same thing. 

Yeah that was, that was horses, yeah, horses. 
ey was freighting them winters yet.  The railroad wasn't in 

 

  

use?  

te House. 

(?) Hotel.  

l. 

t was 
log building.  And this White House is a frame building and 

         turn gray and they took away all those metals that they hauled 
         in there.  There's some laying in the bush yet they never used 
         for fluming the...  That was too cold for orchards, too cold 
         for fruit, even too cold for wheat and any other thing.  But 
         they never, I don't think they ever made any money on that.  
         Still you could hear the noise of that Columbia Valley Orchard
         Limited where is Edgewater today.   
          
         Imbert:   When did this happen, after
          
         Frank:    Yes.  Well, the railroad was in then, you see, and 
         st
         was during the building of that.   
          
         Imbert:   In other words in the 1900
          
         Frank:    Yeah.  Because they were using 
         th
          
         Imbert:   About the same time that they were up at (
         th
          
         Frank:    Yeah.  
         Th
         yet.  But right now, you know, there's nothing been sold, you 
         know.  They made all kinds of buildings there and they done a 
         lot of work, you know.  And there was carpenters work and all 
         over the hills making flumes, damming up, fancy dams, you know,
         up there to catch all the water for all those houses.  I don't 
         know whether they done any plumbing works, you know, but...  
         Well, I was just a kid then, you see.  I never went through or 
          
         examined it.  But lately when my dad was alive he used to tell 

, he says, "I could show you, if you get over there, where          me
         there's a pile of stacks of those metal.  And there's willows 
         growing all over you couldn't find it, but I'd give you a map 
         and you'd run into it.  If you care for that I don't think 
         anybody would stop it if you use it for here on your own 
         place."  So there's a lot of that stuff laying out in the 
         hills, thousands of dollars worth which they never used.  
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember that big old hotel at Windermere?

e big hotel there?          Th
          
         Frank:    The White Ho
          
         Imbert:   It's called the Whi
          
         Frank:    White house and the Stoddard's
          
         Imbert:   It's still standing there now, the big hote
          
         Frank:    The Stoddard's(?) Hotel, old Jim Stoddard(?), i
         a 
         they're both standing yet, but it's only the White House that's 
         operating. And the other, Stoddard's(?) Hotel is just a little 



         residence now. 
          
         Imbert:   That was the older hotel, I suppose. 

ng, they call 
e White House.  

Windermere in your day when you were there? 
at sort of place was it?  

ank:    Oh, it was just a little, that's where, that was a 
nch, you know.  That was R.A. Kempton's Ranch, you know.  

 

, 

m Golden to 
ndermere and then from Windermere to Cranbrook?  

les.  They 
ange horses there and on the next fifty miles.  That's a 

om 

at you remember?  I mean, 
at kind of place was that?  

p for all those freight boats.  
t ships but just boats, lot of them was gas boats and others 

ank:    Yeah.  (laughs)  They used to...  That was that 
rning place, you know, going back for more freight down to 

ts, 

d 
 I 

          
         Frank:    Yeah.  Yeah, this other one is operati
         th
          
         Imbert:   What was 
         Wh
          
          
         Fr
         ra
         Where they used to keep all those horses, you know, they used 
         for the stage, you know.  That's where they used to keep them
         and feed them year round.  Right there that was the stopping 
         place, main stopping place for the, that was halfway between 
         Cranbrook and Golden.  That's where they keep all those horses
         right there on that ranch at Windermere.  
          
         Imbert:   Did the horses go all the way fro
         Wi
          
         Frank:    Well, they halfway the other way, fifty mi
         ch
         hundred mile return, these two.  And they come to Windermere 
         and then back again and change over another halfway.  And fr
         Golden they got the same distance of fifty miles where they 
         change, you know.  To Golden and then back again to, I forget 
         now what they call that, Thatcher's Ranch, I think.  That's 
         where they keep them bunch of horses.  That was four horses to 
         each run, you know, four horses pull that stage, wagon or 
         sleigh.  Wintertime it's a sleigh and summertime it's a big 
         democrat, you know, stagecoach.  
          
         Imbert:   What was at Athalmere th
         wh
          
         Frank:    That was the main sto
         No
         the old wheel steamers, you know.  
          
         Imbert:   Sternwheelers. 
          
          
         Fr
         tu
         Golden.  Yeah, they used to, about four or five of them boa
         that freights there.  They push a scow, oh, say about forty 
         feet long and about twenty-five feet wide and that's loaded 
         with stuff, you know.  And those little boats push that 
         upstream from Golden.  Going down, you know, they had these 

ey          captains.  Sometimes, you know, in these little papers th
         mention one of them died -- used to be the captain on such an
         such a boat, you know.  They keep going now, maybe older than
         am now.  Well, they were old people then, you see, in my young 
         days -- those captains that used to run those boats.  I worked 



         two or three times on deck hand, you know, on those boats when 
         they were freighting on, unloading and loading.  Used to carry 
         the mail too, on them little boats; passengers in the 

hose 

 
ome on the banks there around the Windermere Lake, you 

u can remember that went on or happened while 
u were on the boats. 

 It's just coming back and forth, you 

 No, no.  No, it was no fall, whatever, in there, you 
ow.  It's just so much fall to every ten miles; I think it 
s only sixty feet or something, gradual.  It was pretty near 

 

re 

e whites that you can remember, going back into earlier 

hey 
cause 

 dad used to deal with all those farmers, you know, friendly 

e 

bert:   Did your dad have any property of his own, a farm of 

         summertime.  
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember anything that happened with t
         boats?  
          
         Frank:    I just don't know what happened to them.  You know,
         there's s
         know.  Just stayed there till they just fall to pieces, you 
         know, rotted.  
          
         Imbert:   While they were operating was there any event, 
         anything that yo
         yo
          
         Frank:    Well, there was nothing particular that I know, not 
         really, nothing really. 
         know.  
          
         Imbert:   It was an easy run, was it?  There were no rapids 
         there?  
          
          
         Frank:   
         kn
         wa
         still water in there.  That's how they operate those boats, you 
         know.  You got to be a pretty good captain -- there's a lot of
         sand bars.  And how, when they meet at that width, you know, 
         and that's a narrow river, you know.  They just know where to 
         meet.  I don't know, they got no phones those days, (laughs) 
         but how they meet I don't know, without getting break down the
         or anything.  
          
         Imbert:   Going back in the earlier history of the Indians 

ere there any incidents between the Indians and          around there, w
         th
         history?  Were there any problems?  How was the situation 
         there?  
          
         Frank:    Well, as long as I remember there was nothing.  T

iendly since I was be able to know, you know.  Be         seemed fr
         my
         and...  Nothing, I never noted anything.  There will be a scrap 
         once in a while about ranges, you know, and cattle, and line 
         fences and other things, you know, nothing very...  Just like 
         what happens today, you know, argument between ranchers and 
         other things for dogs or sheep or something, you know.   
          
         Imbert:   Did your dad have property of his own other than th
         reserve property? 
          
         Frank:    Who?  
          
         Im



         his own apart from the reserve property?  Or was it all on the 

hey had the reserve property and forty miles from 
ere, at Brisco, that was his own, he bought that place.  

n 
tween the four of them or did they all get on very happily?  

 
e.  

  

 

anbrook.  And snow would be about that deep, all they had was 

 

 

        
church is still 
You see, it wasn't 

 
me religion but different titles, you know, it's the 

         reserve?  
          
          
         Frank:    T
         th
          
         Imbert:   Was there any...  With all these four different 
         Indian tribes there along that one...  Was there any frictio
         be
          
         Frank:    Oh, they get along good.  Right today they're just 
         the same, they're getting along pretty good.  Marry one 
         different tribe in there, they just admit him, you know, 
         through councils and the chiefs.  Well, they put him there, or
         you can move over to the other reserve without any troubl
         There used to be, at the very beginning of when they first 
         settled, there must have been trouble with these Shuswaps.  And 
         it seems as though, you know, when you pass, there's no 
         shouting "hello" or anything, you know.  But there's never any 
         trouble much, you know.  They don't seem to want to see one 
         another at times, you know.  Right now they're friendly. 
          
         Imbert:   Well, I suppose very early on the Catholic priests 
         came in there.  You don't know right about what time it was 
         that the Protestants came in there? 
          
         Frank:    Well, every since I was a little fellow, we used to

 Athalmere, as far as          move to go to church from Windermere,
         Cr
         sleighs and horses and horseback.  We used to go that whole 
         ninety-five, one hundred miles to the Cranbrook St. Eugene 
         Mission to go to church at Easter and Christmas and New Year's, 
         and back home again.  And that's no...  And the priest, if he
         does come, well, he'd be on a pony or sometimes he couldn't 
         make it.  At times, you know, they had to go and bring him over 
         with...  Somebody would bring him over, you know.  There was no

          traffic hardly.  And if it's on the stage or something, you'd
         pay a fortune to ride one of those stages. 
          
         Imbert:   There was no church on the reserve at that time?  
  
         Frank:    Well, there was a church, and the 

ere, at Windermere.  They had churches.           th
         very long and the priest seems to change, you know.  It's the
         sa
         Franciscans, and the Roman Catholic, O.M.I.  The Franciscans 
         are in there now, been there ever since I left.  I left about 
         1914-15.  I guess these other priest from the States, I think, 
         took over in there in the Invermere district.  
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember Father (name)?  
          
         Frank:    I remember him well, yes.  
          
         Imbert:   He was in there, wasn't he?  
          



         Frank:    He was in there at Cranbrook.  And he used to take 
y and right into Golden 

 

t seems as though there was never any trouble 

nguages, you know -- I guess they had to be.  And they were 

n, 
g, 

e, 

ty when I was in there, and this priest 

ou 

as 

ime 

nes 
 

st of them that were working were some Chinamen, you know, on 
 

Indians 
rking on any mines, you know; they sold mines, they found 

at was out of some coal mine in Moyie which the Indians sold, 

         the trips over to the Windermere countr
         -- 200 miles.   
          
         Imbert:   What sort of a man was he?  How do you remember him? 
          
         Frank:    Well, i
         with him.  He was an Italian, you know, and he used to talk 
         Indian and he used to French and, oh, quite a few other 
         la
         doctors, like, and anything, you know.  For emergency they 
         know, just like a doctor knows.  Like if he had the professio
         you know, they know about the medicines.  And a broken le
         they operate.  They put you back without no sleeping medicines 
         or anything, but they fix you up.  If you had a broken leg, 
         well, they set it so it will knit.  Oh, they were pretty good 
         all around, you know. 
          
         And then they could ride.  This Father (name) was a rider lik
         you know, riding horses.  And he ran that place there at 
         Cranbrook, at the St. Eugene Mission.  And this school was run 
         by the Sisters of Chari
         run another part of that.  It seems to be cut in two places.  
         They had cattle, horses; same with the Sisters -- they had 
         cattle and horses.  And they used to sell them at times, y
         know, ship them.  And this Father (name) even had race horses 
         on the place.  He used to join it at Labor Days and other big 
         occasions, you know, and put in horses for the races.   
          
         And one time when there was a big slide in Fernie -- there w
         a little town buried, and a lot of people died on there and a 
         lot of them were homeless, swept by the mud.  And they shipped 
         about one carload of beef to sell to trade for clothes and 
         groceries to feed the people at Fernie, from this Father 

ame)'s management, you know. I remember that all the t         (n
         because, you know, we helped to ship those cattle up the 
         Cranbrook, to that area where there was hundreds of homeless.  
         That was quite a few years ago in the Crowsnest Pass.  
          
         Imbert:   Did any of the Indian people up there work in mi
         at all, in the coal mines?  Or were those mostly people, like
         the Welsh people, and so on, that were used as miners? 
          

es.           Frank:    Oh, it's not many of the Indians worked on min
         Mo
         what they call the Wild Horse.  I think that was what they call
         the Kicking Horse Creek, or something, by Fort Steele in the 
         mountains -- it was owned by Chinese.  But there was no 
         wo
         mines.   
          
         And there's a church in Cranbrook on the St. Eugene Mission -- 
         must have been about $35,000 or $40,000, and today it stands 
         way up, you know, pretty well built, you know.  That was built 
          

 know, it was just when I was born, I guess.  And          -- I don't
         th



         you know, found and sold.  This Father (name) helped them to 
         try and locate the mines that they're talking about.  And 
         there's a big coal mine and they took that money and they built 

at big church.  They got a full basement -- it must be fifty          th
         feet long -- and they got furnace in there.  Oh, it's a pretty 
         well-built church.  That's through the mines, you know.  And 
         there was a lot of other mines sold.  Kimberley was an Indian 
         mine too.  It was sold to that company there, which is still 
         running today.  But the Moyie coal mine, I think it's no more.  
          
         Imbert:   That was the one that Father (name)...? 
          
         Frank:    Yes, yeah.  That was traded in for (name)'s to build 
         that church.  
          
         Imbert:   I had heard that him, that he had gone in for 

he Church. 

now.  It was Indians over there.  They were, oh, 
t to say they were well off but they had stock.  Every one of 

hey 

 

bert:   ...both the Indian people and the white people and 

 knew this old (name).  He just completed a 
mile ditch -- that's on the (name) Creek.  To 

mile, you know, when the wages was cheap.  And they get so 
 

d 

         prospecting and the money had been turned over to t
          
         Frank:    There was a lot of prospectors, but they never worked 
         on mines, you k
         no
         them had stock and they seemed to just live, you know.  T
         don't work out much, not that I know of.  
          
         Imbert:   That was a nice place for Indians to live, was it?  
          
         Frank:    Yes.  Oh yeah.  Yeah, they owned their own stock and 
         they can grow their own crops too, you know, in that country; 
         pretty good country.  
          
         Imbert:   Now you came to this country here.  Of course you got

 know a lot of the old-timers that were around here...           to
          
         Frank:    Yes.  
          
         Im
         it would be interesting to tell about this, about the people on 

em.           the ranches here, because you know them and you remember th
          
         Frank:    Well, I

tch -- a four          di
         the end of the ditch is about three or four miles where he's 
         got his land, you know.  And they build a ditch from the (name) 
         and they gave his friends contracts here that cost about $1,500 
         a 
         much a quarter of a mile apiece, you know.  When they finished
         that they dig another piece until that ditch was completed.  
         And that's how the old chief got his crop to feed his stock, 
         you know -- he had quite a bit of stock -- and that cost him 
         about $10-12,000, just the ditch alone.  And then that's what 
         my wife works up there now.  The old man died in about 1933 an
         she's been taking over running that place up there.  And they 

          had this boy here irrigating this summer.  He just got through
         about last week and that property is still there with the 
         chief.   
          
         Imbert:   That's outside the reserve?  That's his own property?  



          
         Frank:    That's on the reserve property.  
          

It is on the reserve property?           Imbert:   
          
          
         Frank:    Yeah, the reserve property, but it's all his own 

n money, his 
rsonal money.  

bert:   That money came -- a lot of it -- out of the days of 
e horses, did it? 

bert:   It was during the War, eh?  

  

ked...  

).  

 

       Imbert:   What was he like and what would you say about him?  

ank:    Well, he was in there for about fifty years, was it?  
about fifty years.  I don't think he 
.  You know, hard times when they 

y been absent for 
out a week sometimes.  Well, they seemed to give him his 

ayed.  Never got out till he died.  

ld 

tion, maybe like myself, 
used it pretty good, you 

running the 
ttle, he had 14,000 head of cattle under him and about 
xteen or twenty men -- up to thirty men under him.  He's 

         money, though.  He build that up with his ow
         pe
          
         Im
         th
          
         Frank:    Horses and cattle, yeah.  
          
         Im
          
         Frank:    Oh yeah. 
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember Joe (name)?
          
         Frank:    I remember Joe (name).  I wor
          
         Imbert:   (Inaudible
          
         Frank:    I worked for him a few times. 
          
  
          
         Fr
         Yes, he was in there for 

er lost very many days         ev
         celebrate, you know.  Sometimes, well, the
         ab
         ticket to go and before he's backed up he was rehired and he 
         st
          
         Imbert:   He was quite a character, was he?  
          
          
         Frank:    Oh yeah.  He was a halfbreed, you know, but he wou
         talk Indian like any of us, and he's not very highly educated 
         either.  He didn't have very much educa

out a fourth or fifth grade, but he          ab
         know.  And that time, at the time that he was 
         ca
         si
         making his own time, making all the bills and anybody borrows 
         money out of that -- thirty men -- sometimes he's just in his 
         head.  Other times it's in writing; he handled for the Douglas 
         Lake for fifty years.  
          
         Imbert:   Does, is there any stories about him that you 
         remember?  Anything that happened about him? 
          
         Frank:    Oh, I don't think there was much of a story about 
         him.  Not that I know of.  



          
         Imbert:   Do you remember any stories about any of the 
         cattlemen in there? 
          
         Frank:    Of the which?  
          
         Imbert:   Do you remember any stories of any of the cattle 

know, 

ere wasn't many.  There was just 
ttlers, you know, around.  But it 

ver come up to any trouble, you see.  All they done was just 
e, 
e 

 buy them out and take 
gh 
.  

 

 

ean story?  

Douglas Lake 
ere they were camped there.  And the police and all the 

re where they arrested them.   

o you 
member about that that they told you?  Anything that...? 

s 

h in there but they 
ians that got them 

e 
of 

 

         people, any of the, you know, the cowboys, or the, you 
         the cattle people?  Anything at all. 
          
         Frank:    Yeah.  Well, th
         farmers outside, little se
         ne
         bought them out and get them out.  A lot of them had no cattl
         you know, when they get in and in about two or three years tim
         they were pretty well to do, so they'd
         them off, you know.  Of course they never had bulls nor hi
         bred cattle, they had them good cattle that you see on them
          
         So they kept buying them, buying them.  I don't think there's 
         any settlers now, bought them all out.  But there's never any 
         trouble, you know, courthouse or anything.  Not many, you know, 
         except on that...  No, I couldn't just say what that was, that
         McLean trouble -- train robbery and...  
          
         Imbert:   You weren't here when that happened?  
          
         Frank:    I wasn't here, but I used to hear from the old chief,
         you know.  
          
         Imbert:   What did you hear about the McL
          
         Frank:    The McLean story, that happened all up 
         wh
         officers, you know, surrounded them in there.  The old cabin is 
         still up the
          
         Imbert:   But the Bill Miner story was famous.  What d
         re
          

t a         Frank:    Well, it's not very much, you know.  They just go
         far as there and they got arrested up in there.  And then there 
         was no more, there was quite a shooting matc

nally got them out.  And this, it was Ind         fi
         out, because most of them men that was doing it with this wer
         Indians, you know.  Yeah, there was other Indians that kind 

de them give up, you know, give themselves up.            ma
          
         This reserve, it's almost the same way as it is today when I 
         come in, you know.  You see, there's chiefs there changing 
         four, five years, every year, every time they change chief 
         four, five years.  There's been never any much trouble in.  
         It's run by the Indian Department mostly, you know.  Them days 
          
          
         when I first come in there was no such thing as this kind of 
         houses built -- you just have to build your own.  But lately



         when they start renting these reservations the money piled up 

 

 
 

 

 

ank:    Yes.  Well, that goes into the funds for the helping 
 

bert:   So this reserve is lucky in that way, that it had 

 
re 

ey sell the timbers.  There's a lot of money comes in, you 
at 

bert:   Do you know...? 
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         and your funds you started to use it this way, you know, to 
         help you on your ditch, help you on your crops, machinery and 

nally the housing problem come in.  Like today now, it's just         fi
         like what you see now.  You never see any more of them old 
         buildings.  This building I'm in, it's an old log building but
         it's boarded on the inside and the outside.  That's one of the
         first houses come in.  It was an old house when I come in in 
         the First World War, so it must be about a hundred years old,
         this house here.   
          
         Imbert:   Yes, I see.  And the money that they get from the 
         rental of the land too -- the Douglas Lake Company and various 
         other groups is available for work building your own land, the 
         lowland here that you're working yourself.  And for the houses
         and things like that. 
          
         Fr
         the disabled, you know, and those widows, and kids that can't
         be supported.  They're supported by the funds, you know, that's 
         orphans.  Now they got little over that, well, they do the 
         housing now.  
          
         Im
         these lands that could be rented?  And it had the good, rich  
         bottomland too, which could be worked for hay. 
          
         Frank:    Yeah.  Now that logging is on it's the timber too,

 of this allotments, you know, out there whe         you know.  Lots
         th
         know, from the logging outfits, you know, stumpage and all th
         stuff. 
          
         Im
         (END OF SIDE B) 
         (END OF TAPE)     
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