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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Mentions a flood legend of her people. 
         - Briefly describes the initial encounter of her people with 
           Alexander Mackenzie. 
         Margaret: ...it won't get to the end.  (laughs) 
          
         Imbert:   (Laughs)  Yeah.  Well, tell me where you grew up and 
         what the place was like and so forth. 
          
         Margaret: Well, the Dean Channel, that's the arm to Kimsquit, 
         and that's where I was born. 
          
         Imbert:   What year would that be? 
          
         Margaret: 1908, December. 
          
         Imbert:   Could you describe the village there as it was, as 
         you remember it when you grew up? 
          
         Margaret: As I remember it, it was right on the mouth of the 
         Dean River, but just a few fathoms above it, from the real 
         mouth.  And there was just a few houses there, not very many.  
         Must be about ten, twelve houses, that's all there was. 



          
         Imbert:   Were they big houses?  Big longhouses with totem 
         poles and things like that or was it not more (inaudible)? 
          
         Margaret: They were, I'd call them, the white man's houses 
         mostly.  But there was a few lodges there and there was one of 
         my grandfathers on my father's side.  His lodge, he had totem 
         poles where the...  On the four corners, right there, in his 
         big lodge there.  And he had a little house at the back inside 
         this building, the same building.  That's where he used to call 
         the people from different villages like Tacoos(?), Klemtu, 
         Bella Bella and South Bentinck and the Bella Coola people. 
          
          
         Imbert:   What did he call them there for? 
          
         Margaret: Call them for what the white peoples call a potlatch.  
         This is a Chinook word now.  (laughs) 
          
         Imbert:   Yes, of course.  That actually is a Nootka word 
         (inaudible).  That's actually not a... that does come from the 
         West Coast. 
          
         Margaret: Must be. 
          
         Imbert:   Can you remember any of the potlatches there? 
          
         Margaret: Not too much of it.  But I just remember they had 
         dances pretty near every evening, and they made me dance too, 
         and other people dances from the different tribes.  And serving 
         us food, things like that, that's all about I remember, like. 
          
         Imbert:   Can you remember, could you describe in any detail 
         the, what the feeling was like inside this house with the 
         dances on and how was it lit and where did people sit and, you 
         know, these kinds of things?  So we can get a kind of picture 
         of how it was. 
          
         Margaret: Well, in those lodges it was just a centre fire, open 
         centre fire and an open on the top.  Kind of big, like, you 
         know, but right on the top is an opening where the smoke goes 
         through.  And on the sides of the building there were boards 
         there and they had mats that they wove from the cedar trees.  
         The women wove that up and put it all around on the sides for 
         people to sit down on it.  Similar to that. 

bert:   Was it all...?  The whole floor was level, right 

rgaret: Yes, yeah.  A hole in the middle and it was sand, you 

bert:   Just one step down, was it, so to speak? 

rgaret: It's not exactly one step down.  It's something like 

          
          
         Im
         across like that, with a hole in the middle. 
          
         Ma
         know, and like that.  But it was all planks on the sides, all 
         over, right to the door like, you know. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma



         that but it's sort of level, like.  But you could step from the 
         outside on the step to go in. 
          

bert:   But the floor was al         Im l actually level? 

rgaret: Level, yes. 

rgaret: I was just a little girl. 

bert:   And where would you sit?  How would people sit there, 

rgaret: Well, I was sitting on the long side, I mean the 

ddle platform.  They are right in the, sort of a platform, 

bert:   And how would all this start and, you know, how would 

rgaret: How the feast starts or what? 

bert:   Yeah.  Anything about the feast and about the singing 

rgaret: Well, when a chief calls his people in, he has been 
 

bert:   He has reasons.  It's a great occasion, of course, 

rgaret: Well, you see, he was one of the big chiefs there at 

 

bert:   How, what was the dancing like?  How would you 
you 

rgaret: Well, this was just every person has his own dance.  

          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   And there wasn't a platform at one end or anything 
         like that? 
          
         Margaret: No, it wasn't a high platform, it was level just the 
         same.   
          
         Imbert:   And you were just a little girl, of course, when... 
          
         Ma
          
         Im
         you know...? 
          
         Ma
         longer length of the building, while the singers sit in the 
          
         mi
         like, but it was a seat for them to sit down and do the 
         singing.  
          
         Im
         it begin?  Could you describe some of the things? 
          
         Ma
          
         Im
         and the dancing and so on like that. 
          
         Ma
         gathering up so much, what he wants to give and this and that. 
         There's little stories behind this, all right. 
          
         Im
         (inaudible).  He's marking an event, isn't he? 
          
         Ma
         that time and that was his sixth gathering of people from 
         different tribes, at that time.  And I believe that was his
         last.   
          
         Im
         describe it?  What are the things there that you saw that 
         can remember? 
          
         Ma
         Every woman or child has his own dance.  It's not only the one 
         song they use.  Each person has their own songs and each person 
         has something to dance for, for his own.  It's something like 
         that all the way through. 
          



         Imbert:   Did you have a dance? 

rgaret: I did.  But I wouldn't exactly remember it.  Well, I 

bert:   Would that dance be given you and taught to you? 

, 

rgaret: Well, the potlatch will be there just the same but 

bert:   During that night it's done. 

rgaret: It's not only one night, sir.  It takes about a month 

bert:   Yes.  But the, in the part of the potlatch then, it's 

rgaret: Yes, yes.  That's the way it is. 

bert:   Yes, I see.  And these must have been very impressive 

rgaret: Well, it's beautiful to us natives, you know.  We 

bert:   I think it's beautiful to anybody from the pictures 

rgaret: Must be. 

e)  I mean, you just had the light of the 

 just had the light of the fire, no lanterns, 

o 

          
         Ma
         was too small at that time. 
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Well, my granny did sort of teach me a little, you 
         know.  But if I...  But she would do the dancing too for me, 
         you know, and I would dance beside her too, you know.  And 
         sometimes this...  Either four to six persons dance if they 
         want to.  Nobody will stop them.  That's the way it went. 
          
         Imbert:   What about, did any of them wear costumes or masks or 
         things like that to dance in? 
          
         Margaret: Just their blankets mostly.  But there is a certain 
         night they use the mask dances.  Just a certain night.  When 
         it's time for them, when they know it is time for to use these
         then they use these mask dances.  All through the night again.  
         That's a different night for that. 
          
         Imbert:   This has nothing to do with the potlatch? 
          
         Ma
         it's, but they have to use that... 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
         for this potlatch. 
          
          
         Im
         one special night given for the masking? 
          
         Ma
          
         Im
         and very beautiful, these dances with masks and stuff. 
          
         Ma
         were used to it. 
          
         Im
         I've seen. 
          
         Ma
          

bert:   (Inaudibl         Im
         fire, I suppose. 
          

rgaret: Yes, we         Ma
         no nothing.  Just that big fire in the middle.  When it just 
         about goes out, you know, sort of dies, the young boys would g
         and get those big, oh, about this size of a log and about that 
         big chunk and just put it on the fire.  Like this -- four by 



         fours, like -- like this on top of each other, then it goes up 

, wouldn't it? 

rgaret: Yes, pretty well into the fall.  Not exactly the 

bert:   Who are the people that would dance with the masks 

rgaret: The ones that learns them. 

bert:   Are they members of one of the societies? 

rgaret: Yes, yes, some of them. 

he 

rgaret: Yes, it's like that.  Oh, there's a lot to it anyway. 

 It's the same when there's a death too.  Sometimes 
 

 

 

e dead person.  But they say that he or she just comes to 
t 

teresting that some of the, where you 

rgaret: Yes. 

u remember any funerals there? 

rgaret: I remember a few.  I remember quite a few. 

bert:   That this would happen? 

         again.  And that keeps the people warm too. 
          

bert:   Yes, it would be in the wintertime         Im
          
         Ma
         winter.  Somewhere around the end of September to November, 
         around there. 
          
         Im
         and costumes?  Would they be special people? 
          
         Ma
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Sort of like that, you know.  But they have to, they 
         are dancing it for the person that owns that mask. 
          
         Imbert:   Were some of the dancers very skilled dancers who 
         sort of got a lot of training in dancing and would be 
         practising?   
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   So there was sort of almost two kinds of dancing; 
         dancing your personal dance which you had yourself and then t
         dancing that was very skilled and was special dancers. 
          
         Ma
          

bert:   Anything that you know that you can tell us about          Im
         the...   
          

rgaret:         Ma
         when there is a death of a big chief or a big chief woman too,
         there is a feast there.  This is amongst themselves in the 

          village now.  Not when they call the people, a lot of people
         from different tribes.  And they say the dead person comes and
         visit us for the time being, for the few minutes that person 

t         will just dance around.  Mind you, it's a different person, no
          
         th
         visit us.  And here he's a skilled dancer for this again, tha
         knows his routine on it. 
          

bert:   This is very in         Im
         have skilled, special dancers who were trained in this type of 
         thing.   
          
         Ma
          

bert:   Do yo         Im
          
         Ma
          
         Im



          
         Margaret: It happens after, after the funerals, you know.  
         Sometimes about a year after they put up the feasts to pay 
         whoever works on this body -- diggers and things like that. 
          
         Imbert:   Were the people buried in your day? 

bert:   Had they been buried with any Christian ceremony 

rgaret: Not, not in Kimsquit that I know of. 

bert:   The missionaries hadn't been there at that time? 

rgaret: There was one that went off and on but not staying 

bert:   So Kimsquit preserved the old customs then. 

rgaret: I wouldn't know, sir. 

bert:   Just the, just... 

 it's a Bella Bella word because 
m 

bert:   And is Kimsquit partly Bella Coola too? 

rgaret: We speak the same language but not the Bella Bellas. 

 

rgaret: I don't know which person to name. 

the lodge there. 

rgaret: Yes, my grandfather on my father's side I said before. 

bert:   Yes, what was his name? 

as Charlie Saunders. 

bert:   What was his Indian name? 

rgaret: His chief Indian name was (name). 

          
         Margaret: They were already buried in the ground in my days. 
          
         Im
         where, or had that not reached there at that time? 
          
         Ma
          
         Im
          
          
         Ma
         there all the time. 
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Yes.  Same here, even the missionaries were here.  It 
         was the same too. 
          
         Imbert:   What's the meaning of Kimsquit? 
          
         Ma
          
         Im
          

rgaret: Sometimes they say         Ma
         Kimsquit is partly Bella Bella.  We intermixed with them.  Fro
         way back when God created us.  There has been Bella Bellas and 
         Kimsquits side by side.   
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          

bert:   I see.  Can you tell me about some of the outstanding         Im
         people that you knew at Kimsquit in those days?  You know, who 
         they were and what they did, what they were like. 
          
         Ma
          

bert:   You talked about the chief who had          Im
          
         Ma
          
         Im
          

rgaret: Well, his English name w         Ma
          
         Im
          
         Ma



          
         Imbert:   I try to be... I would like to explore perhaps some 
         of your memories of, you know, of growing up there.  What it 
         was like.  I mean, things like what it felt like, the kinds of 

bert:   That's in your family? 

rgaret: Not in my family. 

rgaret: I was the only child in my father and mother.  And I 

n:      Okay. 

bert:   And, yes, I see.  And the others, there were just the 

rgaret: There was just the four of us.  But the other three, 

he life pretty hard for you? 

rgaret: No, I didn't seem to think it was hard, although 

n 
nty 

bert:   What would you have to eat in the wintertime? 

ots, if 

 Roots of the clover? 

rgaret: Roots of the clover but it's on the tide flats.  And 

 

bert:   Did they dry them? 

rgaret: No, they store it in, like crocks. 

         things that went on around you in your daily life.  Were there 
         a lot of other children there? 
          
         Margaret: There were just the four of us. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   Just the children...? 
          
         Ma
         was the only grandchild of the man I was talking about.  Only 
         if he's ready. 
          
         Imbert:   Oh yes, that's fine.  Okay Ian? 
          
         Ia
          
         Im
         four children in the whole village there? 
          
         Ma
         they had a father and mother together, you know.  And their 
         mother was sickly -- she died of TB, after my mother did die 
         and my granny. 
          

bert:   Was t         Im
          
         Ma
         during the summers is the only time I ever taste candies or 
         apples or oranges, the only time, or cookies.  Winters, 
         nothing, no store.  All winter.  Sometimes we were iced i
         right to the point.  This must be about fifteen miles to twe
         miles like, from the head of the real Kimsquit, not the Dean 
         River.  It's all iced. 
          
         Im
          

rgaret: Mostly fowl, venison, mountain goat, clover ro         Ma
         you know what that is. 
          

bert:   No, I don't.          Im
          
         Ma
         the fruit that they put up during the summers, like mountain 
         berries and huckleberries, raspberries, whatever they can grow
         -- things like that.  And the other thing that they used to get 
         is wild crabapple.  And they store that up. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma



          
          
         Imbert:   Where they kept them. 

bert:   Did you have any sugar in those days? 

bert:   Then in the summertime what did you have to eat? 

rgaret: Oh, mostly fish.  And fish and that's all I seem to 

bert:   Yes, you'd always have the sea to swim in. 

rgaret: Yes. 

rgaret: Not that I really know because there's not many of 

es? 

rgaret: It was about a mile and a half, I guess, away from 

go 

bert:   Anything else about your life there that you can tell 

rgaret: I don't seem to really recall any funny things.  Only 

bert:   They had their families there? 

very summer.  And Mr. 

          
         Margaret: Kept them, no sugar, no nothing.  Just slowly boiled, 
         slowly, just hot.  And don't overcook it and they preserve it 
         like that. 
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: We did.  There was sugar all right. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
         remember too, you know -- playing outside too much.  (laughs) 
         Swimming.   
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   Did people do a lot of swimming there?  Did they...? 
          
         Ma
         us.  My mother did once in a great while with my auntie and the 
         other women that were there.  Enjoy themselves once in a great 
         while swimming around there.  And there were a lot of Japs 
         there fishing.  And working in the -- both canneries, there 
         were two canneries, Manitou on the B.C. Packers' side. 
          

bert:   Was that quite near the village?  The canneri         Im
          
          
         Ma
         the village.  It's practically like that.  You can walk from 
         the cannery from the village or row by boat to the village.  
         The Kimsquit B.C. Packers cannery was, is in a bay.  It's a 
         bay, the Dean River is here and it's just like that and then 
         in a big bay, it's right there. 
          
         Im
         us about?  (Inaudible) 
          
         Ma
         thing I enjoyed playing with Japs -- young kids, you know. 
          
         Im
          

rgaret: They had their families there e         Ma
         and Mrs. Draney and their daughters -- that's the manager for 
         the cannery there.   
          
         Imbert:   That's the father of George? 
          

rgaret: No.          Ma
          



         Imbert:   Oh, that's another. 

rgaret: This is another Charlie Draney.   

o 

bert:   That must have been quite a sight. 

rgaret: It was quite a sight.  Then one by one will get off, 

bert:   What was the raft? 

rgaret: That...  The raft where they tie their boats. 

rgaret: Yeah, there's a raft, you know, and right on the water 

bert:   Then come ashore? 

rgaret: Then come ashore for their weekends. 

rgaret: They had sails, yes.  Sails and just oars.  And they 

bert:   Is this what they used in the houses too? 

bert:   Or they'd have... 

rgaret: Just in the fishing boats. 

s. 

rgaret: Yes. 

t kind of fuel would they use in these stoves? 

          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   Anything about the canneries themselves, anything 
         that happened there that you can remember? 
          
         Margaret: I used to like sitting down on the wharf once in a 
         great while watching old Swan.  This is a fish packer.  Used t
          
         tow the boats, those skiffs, in those days.  Which we don't see 
         now, today.  Tow them in and tow them out when they take them 
         out fishing.  Every weekend, every week.  Sunday, take them 
         out.  (laughs) 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
         you know.  The rope will be thrown off, one by one will row 
         back to the raft.  That's one of the other things I remember. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   Oh, I see. 
          
         Ma
         and they tie their boats there, leave them there. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          

bert:   Did these boats have sails?          Im
          
         Ma
         used to have just the four gallon cans for their stoves.  Make 
         a kind of a wiring inside it, middle like.  And then there was 
         a fireplace underneath.  And they feed that through a little 

          hole and they put their pots on top of this and that's the way
         they cook their meals.  In the old days there was no pump 
         stoves. 
          
         Im
          

rgaret: No.          Ma
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          

bert:   Just in the boat itself, ye         Im
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   So wha



          
         Margaret: Just a little...  They had to saw some wood about 
         this, how many inches would that, about that, six, seven 

d 
t 

ter did they have? 

ing where their 
ds is in the front end of the boat.  And they have flaps, 

up 

        
t 

wn in there and eat.  That's where the rest of their food is, 
ere they store their food. 

rgaret: Yes, they were owned by the cannery.  And everything 

       Margaret: They did.  They seemed to earn quite a bit although 

summer, as I grew up, I remember this.  
metimes scowlows(?) would be just thrown away.  Cannery can't 

ou moved 
ay.   

 to the home school first.  

  Tell me about that in as much detail as you can 
go 

ere?  This is 
these schools.  

         inches.  And then they just chop that up and leave it in the 
         boat on the side there and when they cook, they use that.  An
         they usually cook where the net used to be.  See, after the ne
         is thrown out they can cook right where the net was. 
          
         Imbert:   It was a rugged life on that, wasn't it? 
          
         Margaret: It was, it was. 
          
         Imbert:   What kind of shel
          
         Margaret: They just have a sort of a sail cover
         be
         like, on the sides.  But it's a sail over it and it's boards, 
         too, and they just put a stick in the middle and they put it 
         like that.  And then just put that stick and they just go on 
          
  
         the side of the stick and goes, go inside to their bunk and si
         do
         wh
          
         Imbert:   These boats were owned by cannery, weren't they? 
          
         Ma
         was owned by the cannery, nets and everything. 
          
         Imbert:   Did people seem to make a living, much of a living in 
         fishing in those days? 
          
  
         it was pretty cheap that time.  Kimsquit used to have quite a 
         bit of sockeyes.  Every 
         So
         keep up with how much fish there was. 
          
         Imbert:   How long did you live up there at Kimsquit? 
          
         Margaret: Since 1908 to 1918. 
          
         Imbert:   You were about ten or eleven years old when y
         aw
          

rgaret: As I told you I went         Ma
         That's into Port Simpson.  Girls' Crosby Home. 
          

bert:          Im
         remember.  How was it that you, you know, that you came to 
         there and who sent you there and who took you th

ry interesting, you know, the feelings about          ve
         Because it was pretty hard... 
          
         Margaret: My father and Mrs. Sealy at that time, she had a 
         daughter Lina, Lina Clellaman(?).  So she and my father got 



         together and talked this over and they wanted us to go to this 
nd 
 

rgaret: Well, I felt so out of place -- didn't know one word 
  

incess May up to Prince Rupert.  And we happened to be there 

at 

rgaret: Well, the difference is maybe because he was alone 
       with me and taking me up to that place.  And then Prince 

one 
es, took us from there, as the 

incess May didn't go there every week.  So we travelled by 
 

ls' 

at I said, I 
 did learn a 

ttle, little by little, with the girls I was playing with. 

sh, did they require that 

rgaret: They were sort of very strict.  Because Lina and I 
guage after. 

o 
e. 

 they were very strict that 

rgaret: They did try that with the Port Simpson girls, I know 

         Girl's Crosby Home.  It's only girls there.  So they did se
         us there, both of us.  So we stayed there two, two winters. 
         Both of us.  So in 1918 we came home. 
          
         Imbert:   Tell me what it was like.  Can you remember your, 
         going up there, the first day there, how you felt about it? 
          
         Ma
         of English.  And my father took me as far as to Port Simpson.
         He came with me on the steamer.  I believe that was the 
         Pr
         when there was an exhibition at Prince Rupert.  And I enjoyed 
         that.  That was the first thing I noticed, the difference when 
         I travelled there.  I've travelled to Vancouver before th
         too.  But this is another different travelling. 
          
         Imbert:   What was the difference that you noticed?  The 
         difference in what...   
          
         Ma
  
         Rupert, from Prince Rupert we travelled by a gas boat, by 
         of the Port Simpson nativ
         Pr
         boat, gas boat, for about three hours to four hours, something
         like that.  Then we got there.  Then he took me to the Gir
         Home.  I was there for about, pretty near a week and then Lina 
         Coal got there, Lina Clellaman I should say. 
          
          
         Imbert:   Did you feel very lonely? 
          
         Margaret: I wasn't exactly lonely but, like wh

uldn't speak much English.  But gradually I         co
         li
          

bert:   When you got to know Engli         Im
         you spoke English all the time? 
          
         Margaret: They did. 
          
         Imbert:   Were they very strict about it? 
          
         Ma
         couldn't talk our lan
          
         Imbert:   You weren't allowed to? 
          
         Margaret: Maybe it's not that.  Maybe we just sort of forget t
         talk about it, talk our own languag
          
         Imbert:   In some of those schools,
         the children weren't allowed to speak amongst themselves in 
         their own language. 
          
         Ma



         that.  But with us, there was just the two of us.  Another 
         thing I noticed is walking around in that village.  That Miss 

ess of the school, used to be at the head 
g, two by two's, walking all over the 

ake 

xt 

's dead now.  And the others was by the name of Sampson; they 
ed to take me out.   

bert:   Of course they spoke another language. 

rgaret: Yes. 

school? 

rgaret: Well, they were all right.  They were pretty good.  
urch I'm quite sure. 

 that they were 

s too small a 
ild, like...  I didn't... 

IDE B) 

d you leave school? 

my father and Lina's father came to visit us in 
e year of 1918.  This was during the summer months, like.  

ppened that Miss Deacon, the mistress you know, she was on 

 I 

         Deacon, the headmistr
king us in marchin         ta

         village every day, for airing I guess.  Then we'd go home 
         again.  And there was two families.  Every Saturday they'd t
          
          
         their own girls home for half a day.  But there were two 
         families that took me out, one family would and then the ne
         would take me the next week.  William Banen is one of them -- 
         he
         us
          
         Imbert:   They were Port Simpson families. 
          
         Margaret: Yes, they were Port Simpson families. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   What were the people like who ran this 
          
         Ma
         Run by United Ch
          
         Imbert:   It would be Methodist Church. 
          
         Margaret: Yeah, Methodist Church in those days. 
          

bert:   And did you feel about them         Im
         sympathetic people at all or...? 
          
         Margaret: I wouldn't exactly know that now.  I wa
         ch
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
         (S
          

l.  Where did you go, I mean, why          Imbert:   Then you left schoo
         di
          

Well,          Margaret: 
         th
         No, spring I should say, this was in May.  And that's the time 

hing, when we went to meet him.  It          my father heard me coug
         ha
         board the Princess May the same time when they got in.  And we 
         were all anxious to see her back.  You know, children are 
         children, you know.  We were glad she was getting back home to 
         us too.  So all of a sudden Lina says, "There's my dad."  I 
         looked up, there was my dad again.  So we both went running 
         (laughs) to meet them and we meet the three of them.  (laughs)  
         That's the time he found out I was sick.  So he told the 
         mistress about it, to get me checked up.  So I guess I was too 
         far gone sick and this was the whooping cough, mind you.  And



         was sick for a long time.  From May to September I went out. 
          
         Imbert:   Whooping cough was bad in those days. 
          
         Margaret: Yes. 
          
         Imbert:   Well then, where did you go then? 

rgaret: To the hospital there in Port Simpson.  Doctor Lards 
t that time.   

that, where did 
u go? 

rgaret: No.  To Bella Coola. 

bert:   That was your home then? 

 but it happened already that my 
ad at that time so I had no 

her place to go but to my father's sister, my auntie here in 
with her.  That was in 

18.  During that fall, the big flu, the epidemic came and my 

 

 

ng time? 

rgaret: It lasted till after New Year's, I'm quite sure of 
 after Christmas, 

ke, it was like that. 

as it half the village 

rgaret: I wouldn't exactly know that. 

rgaret: I was still pretty young, yes. 

sick. 

          
         Ma
         was the doctor a
          
         Imbert:   And then when you were better from 
         yo
          
         Margaret: Came home. 
          
         Imbert:   To Kimsquit? 
          
         Ma
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: No, it wasn't my home
         mother and granny was already de
         ot
         Bella Coola.  So I had to stay here 
         19
         father was one of them that never got it.  And my husband's 
         father was the other one that never got it.  They were the 
         ones, with a few others, that buried the people in Bella Coola. 
         Sometimes there was two deaths in one day, two funerals.  
         Sometimes there was just one.   
          
         Imbert:   How many people at that time did die from the flu?
          
         Margaret: I don't know.  Nobody has told me. 
          

bert:   Did it last quite a lo         Im
          
         Ma
         this.  This was sort of like from September to
         li
          

bert:   How many people did it seem?  W         Im
         that would die of it or a quarter or...? 
          
          
         Ma
          

etty young.          Imbert:   No.  Of course you were still pr
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   You got the flu yourself? 
          

rgaret: I did.  Excuse me.  I did too, I was pretty          Ma
          



         Imbert:   So have you lived in Bella Coola since then? 

rgaret: I have.  I've lived here since, but I've went back 

in 
 then 

ke me home here for winters and schools.  And this is about 

 
at 

 

re was the village when you came? 

bert:   It wasn't the old village on this side, it was the 

e schools. 

.  Not the old native houses. 

t was still standing and part of the lodges 
 that time. 

he bank here? 

d? 

rgaret: Yeah, the river has changed.  It's seemed to claw in 

t? 

 here, 

rgaret: Yes.  It's about washed out now too. 

          
         Ma
         summertimes to stay with my grandparent, Peter Nelson.  And 
         Jack King George, my great-granduncle who still stayed 
         Kimsquit.  And they kept me there during the summers and
         ta
         the time, in the 1920s, that the other children that I played 
         with in Kimsquit, when the whole village like, came and lived
         to be in Bella Coola.  Except for those few older people th
         still lived in Kimsquit.   
          
         Imbert:   Tell me about the, this, how the village of Bella 
         Coola then grew.  There were people living here before that, of
         course...   
          
         Margaret: Yes, there was quite a few here at that time and 
         quite a few children but not many. 
          
         Imbert:   Whe
          
         Margaret: Across there, not on this side. 
          
         Im
         newer one on the other side. 
          
         Margaret: Yes.  Where the church was and th
          
         Imbert:   So they were really sort of white people's houses 
         that they were living in there
          
         Margaret: No, no. 
          
         Imbert:   Was this village, the old village, was it still 
         standing in those days or had it...? 
          
         Margaret: Part of i

s partly down at         wa
          
         Imbert:   Where was that, just along t
          
         Margaret: I think it's in the middle of the river now. 
          

bert:   The river has change         Im
          
         Ma
         more this way.  As it is clawing that way now again. 
          
         Imbert:   It's getting wider, is i
          
         Margaret: Yes, it's getting wider again.  That way. 
          

bert:   Because the old Hudson's Bay house was down         Im
         wasn't it? 
          
          
         Ma



          
         Imbert:   Yes, that's the same way. 

rgaret: It's the same way. 

bert:   Well, is that then where the...?  When these villages 
it is today, they first of 

on that far side. 

rgaret: Yes. 

 as I said, in the 1920s they moved from 
a Coola.  And the same with the South Bentinck 

ople.  The persons we call Tallheo people. 

bert:   That was the village in South Bentinck? 

rch, school for 
eir children.  And hospitalization too. 

bert:   Any other villages or just those two? 

id that get 
s name? 

rgaret: Tallheo, Tallheo, I don't know.  I don't know why 

bert:   Because that's the same name as...? 

bert:   Oh, that's another name is it? 

rgaret: It's a Tallheo here.  But we call Tallheo. 

 does that mean? 

rgaret: I don't know. 

bert:   That was, I see, there's a difference.  Tallheo 

ly. 

rgaret: Must be, I don't know. 

bert:   (Inaudible)  I see then, that's nothing to do with 

          
         Ma
          
         Im
         came together to make Bella Coola as 
         all came over to the village 
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   On the north side. 
          
         Margaret: Well,
         Kimsquit to Bell
         pe
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Yes.  In South Bentinck.  They too had to move into 
         Bella Coola.  The same thing on account of chu
         th
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Just the two moved to this...  This is the third 
         place, like.   
          
         Imbert:   Well Tallheo, that's over there.  How d
         it
          
          
         Ma
         they gave that that name. 
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: No. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          

bert:   What         Im
          
         Ma
          
         Im
         and... 
          
         Margaret: Tallheo. 
          
         Imbert:   Tallheo is an English name, a hunting term actual
          
         Ma
          
         Im



         the other. 
          
         Margaret: No, that's an Indian word, that Tallheo. 

 
 the same language, the people that...? 

 

it was just one long village, that's all I 
member, one long sidewalk.  And we seemed to see the people 

nother more.  
e same with the upper end, they'd come down to the middle 

.  

ey were the two stores then, at that time. 

llage was 
er that side?  They couldn't land from here now...? 

untain there.  But they discontinued that wharf long ago. 

bert:   Do you remember the floods that used to come down in 
ed over here? 

t the last one in '36 
s the biggest one that I know of.  It floated the whole 

bert:   And that's when they moved over here. 

ime they started to 
y had to get... I don't 

 So they 

          
         Imbert:   Well then, so they all came together.  And were they
         all speaking
          
         Margaret: Yes, all speak the same language. 
          
         Imbert:   So that was just about the time you came here, this 
         new village was being formed on the other side there.
          
         Margaret: Yes. 
          
         Imbert:   (Inaudible)  Anything about that village in those 
         early days, anything you can tell us about it...? 
          
         Margaret: Well, 
         re
         more.  From one end of the village, the person would come to 
         the middle of the village.  That way we'd see one a
         Th
         part.  There was a little store in the middle part ran by Sam 
         Pootlas, the late Sam Pootlas.  And we'd go there for whatever 
         we need.  In those days the town site was over at (name) there
         And people used to use horses, wagons, to go there to buy what 
         they want in grub, food.  But in this little store there was 
         food there too. 
          
         Imbert:   There was a store in the town site then? 
          
         Margaret: Yes.  Run by A.C.C. Christisson(?) and the 
         Berylsons(?).  Th
          
         Imbert:   Where did the boats land then, when the vi
         ov
          
         Margaret: There used to be a wharf right on the side of that 
         mo
          
         Imbert:   When they moved over here? 
          
         Margaret: Before that.  Way before that. 
          
         Im
         the village over there before they mov
          
         Margaret: Well, there used to be floods bu
         wa
         village, the whole village was flooded. 
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Yes, that's when we moved over here.  In '37 the 
         people started moving here.  That's the t

ke the roads, bulldoze the roads.  The         ma
         know who had the bulldozers and stuff like that. 



         started to hire them and they used our money in the Department 

. 

 with that, to take it 
er this way. 

s?  

summer, every summer they're down. 

 too, you 
or jobs in the 
h as billeting up their 

tatoes or weeding gardens, fixing things like that, or 
 

tives and the whites.   

Anahim 
 

 they 

 

bert:   Would those be the ones that lived at (name) in the 
the place that had a mixture of natives. 

t 
lla Coola, you know. 

bert:   (Inaudible). 

bert:   I was just wondering how it was felt about these 
nt kinds of Indians. 

         of -- in Ottawa -- to make these roads for us.  And the lots 
         surveyed and this and that, you know. 
          
         Imbert:   People would have to bring up their own houses though
          
         Margaret: Yes.  A lot of them did.  But with the elderly 
         people, the government had to help them
         ov
          
         Imbert:   Did you see very much of the Anahim Lake Indian
         Did they come down here? 
          
         Margaret: Every 
          
         Imbert:   What did they come down for? 
          
          
         Margaret: Well, that's kind of hard for me to answer
         know.  Some of them come down to look f
         canneries, or jobs from the natives, suc
         po
         haying.  And a lot of them were hired either by the natives or
         the valley people for haying. 
          
         Imbert:   Yes, there was a little more money down here. 
          
         Margaret: Yes.  And some cutting wood.  But now today, Anahim 

 know how to log with the          young people are logging.  They
         na
          

bert:   How did the Bella Coola people feel about the          Im
         people up there?  They are a different kind of people and stuff
         like that.  How did they look at them in those days?  Were
         friendly with them? 
          
         Margaret: Yes, they were quite friendly, friendly with them.  
         They even take them into their houses.  Some of the Anahim 
         Indians speak our language too. 
          

bert:   Do they?          Im
          
         Margaret: Yes.  And some intermarried with the Bella Coolas.
          
         Im
         old days?  That was 
          
         Margaret: Yes.  Around there, yes.  But I don't know much abou
         Be
          
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Yes. 
          
         Im
         because they are differe



          
         Margaret: Yes, they're different kind. 

rgaret: But we seem to want to help them out as much as 

y seem to be poorer? 

s...  We are poor in other things too.  They 
ade a lot with us too, with whatever they want. 

bert:   What kind of things would they trade to you in the 

t is. 
        

r either dried meat, moose meat, you know. 

rgaret: And sometimes they make moccasins and they either 
mostly.  

bert:   Did they make moccasins more or better up there than 
ey did here? 

bert:   Perhaps they have better deer skin or something. 

he relationship between 

rgaret: Yeah. 

bert:   Did they seem to be a wilder people?  More...? 

h, unruly almost, in a sense.  More 
perhaps? 

rgaret: Possibly. 

eople, you 
least 
ther 

       people have this impression. 

          
         Imbert:   Yeah. 
          
         Ma
         possible too. 
          
         Imbert:   Did the
          
         Margaret: Yes, a lot of ways, yes.  They are poor in other 
         things, which i
         tr
          
         Im
         old days? 
          
         Margaret: Mostly soap berries, if you know what tha
  
         Imbert:   They would... 
          
         Margaret: O
          
         Imbert:   They would bring the meat... 
          
          
         Ma
         sell that or trade with that.  Trade with old clothing 

t some sells it for money too.          Bu
          
         Im
         th
          
         Margaret: They make more than we did. 
          
         Im
          

ad better moose hide, which we didn't have.          Margaret: They h
          
         Imbert:   It's interesting, you know, t

u and them.            yo
          
         Ma
          
         Im
          

y, yes.            Margaret: In a wa
          
         Imbert:   More, o

dividualistic          in
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   I know that seems to be true of the white p
         know.  The whole country seems to have the same -- at 

ve.  I don't know whether o         that's the impression I ha
  



          
          
         Margaret: Maybe it's because they seem to be afraid because 

rgaret: I think that's what it is that makes them feel that 

 other people very much.  
ey've kept to themselves. 

rgaret: No, they don't exactly mix but when they come down 

g grounds too.  Maybe you noticed that.  Right now 
ey're in that camping ground right beside the river there.  

bert:   Yes, he's logging, isn't he? 

 stories and the legends, you 
ow, way back.  I suppose you learned a lot of these from your 

n the old days.  Can 

rgaret: A few, I guess. 

en before the human beings were 
re.  What, how did the world start according to these 

ery 
 

milies.  Although it should be like one. 

 

rgaret: Yes. 

ow they got here?  
akuitls and...  

rgaret: Well, some says... I don't know really.  Now today, I 
t question with the non-Indians, you know.  

         it's too isolated.  Maybe that's it.  They are kind of afraid 
         something might happen to them. 
          
         Imbert:   Right. 
          
         Ma
         way. 
          
         Imbert:   They haven't mixed with
         Th
          
         Ma
         they mix with us all right.  But they have to have their own 
         campin
         th
         Little, (name) River there. 
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Yes. 
          
         Imbert:   Well, can you...  Just to go back to something else 
         altogether, talking about the
         kn
         grandmother or somebody in the village i

u remember some of them?          yo
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   How was the beginning?  These legends are very 
         interesting.  How people, the first people that were here or 
          
         the people that were here ev
         he
         legends?   
          
         Margaret: That's sort of hard for me to really answer.  Ev
         family seems to have a different way of telling from the other
         fa
          

em.         Imbert:   Each have a different story of the origin of th
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   Did they have any stories about where the Bella Coola 
         people came from or where they originated, h

cause they're different from, say, the Kw         Be
          
         Ma
         often get to tha
         They say we migrated from Russia or Mongolia.  Maybe it's true 
         with the Eskimos in the upper part there.  It would because 
         it's near the Bering Sea.  Close together. 
          



         Imbert:   Well that, of course, is...  It's assumed that all of 

believe some people 
ink that the Bella Coolas are related to the South Seas 

e South Seas, that's in 
w Zealand, isn't it? 

rgaret: Yes.  I've heard of that often too. 

ories, or the Kimsquit people, they had 
his kind of an origin or how 

e canoes floated 
ay in a rough wind.  Those people, they never heard about 

 
he big flood, the old people used to talk about 
  The big flood years and... I don't know how 

l 
n this area? 

e were just four mountains 
at didn't submerge.  This mountain here is one of them and 

s one way out there.  And 
en I seen that mountain I was surprised it was so small.  I 

at's what I thought when I seen it.  But still they say it 

oes 
s 

eople -- already had ropes made out of these.  
ere was no white people in those days yet.  But still they 

 say at Mountainous 
ndian) here, they say there is still ropes hanging there.  If 

         the Indian people came over from Asia, around, correct? 
          
         Margaret: Yes, they assume that, yes. 
          
         Imbert:   It's not necessarily so because I 
         th
         people.   
          
          
         Margaret: That's what they say too.  Th
         Ne
          
         Imbert:   The Maoris and... 
          
         Ma
          
         Imbert:   But as far as the Bella Coola people themselves, 
         their own legends and st
         no legends that related to t
         they got here? 
          
         Margaret: The old people knew, though, that som
         aw
         them afterwards.  So it might be true with the ones you're 
         talking about in New Zealand.  Because they often talk about 
         that.  The people that the wind blew away, they always say
         that.  Same in t

at a lot too.         th
         many years ago. 
          
         Imbert:   There was a flood story? 
          
         Margaret: Yeah, the flood story. 
          
         Imbert:   What form did that take?  I mean, how did people tel
         about the flood i
          
         Margaret: In this area they say ther
         th
         there's one in Kimsquit and there'
         wh
          

ge quicker than the rest.           didn't think... it would submer
         Th
         didn't.  But the other mountain, I forgot which mountain it is, 
         the fourth one. 
          
         Imbert:   What happened to the people? 
          
         Margaret: The people, a lot of them, they had their own can
         and they put all what stuff they can take and as many people a
         they can take and they had their own ropes from the cedar bark.  
         They -- the old p
         Th
         made their ropes.  Even now, today, they
         (I



         a person even goes there and look for it, where the canoes used 
         to moor there, to stay there.  But even then, at that time, 
         some drifted away.  Whether they lived or died, they don't know. 
          
         Imbert:   Where did the animals go?  Did they go up...? 
          
         Margaret: Nobody seemed to talk about it.  And there's another 
         story of this same flood further out here in the channel, Burke 
         Channel.  My father used to tell me there's some stone images 

ere.   

bert:   How would you explain, or how would the group of 

not 

rgaret: Forgotten because we were told to forget these 

with the basket weaving, 
ings like that.  Forget about Indian ways.  Forget your 

bert:   Dances and the songs. 

rgaret: Dances and the songs.  Potlatches, things like that.   

 
ey seem when they first came?  Did 

u ever hear that story? 

rgaret: I seem to, yes.  There was a story about one Indian 

ain.  "The soldiers are coming."  Mind you, no white people 

 
 
t 

         of the persons that was in that flood, they turned to stones 
         there.  And they are still up there, in that mountain th
          
         Im
         people explain those stone carvings, you know, those 
         petroglyphs that are up the valley there?  All these different 
         patterns and things like that.  Would you be able to explain 
         that to me? 
          
          
         Margaret: In the old days they would know what it meant but 
         with us now today.  We don't know the meaning of it. 
          
         Imbert:   Forgotten all about that. 
          
         Ma
         things.  That's how come. 
          
         Imbert:   By the missionaries. 
          
         Margaret: By the missionaries.  Same 
         th
         language, things like that. 
          
         Im
          
         Ma
          

the         Imbert:   Is there any story about the first appearance of 
         white man as they, how did th
         yo
          
         Ma
         woman but I don't know which place she came from -- from the 

ree different arms here.  See, she sort of has an insight to          th
         the, to what's coming to us, and she said, "The white people 
         are coming."  Which we call them Cumshewa.  She says, "They're 

his same person said the same thing          coming." And one of them, t
         ag
         yet.  She said, "Soldiers."  She said, "The soldiers are 
         coming."  And another one said the same thing, like what I'm 
         saying, that seems to see into the future, you see.  "There 
          
         will be pots and pans for us to use later on.  If we burn 
         these, what we are using now, there will be pots and pans in 
         tins."  Sure enough they did.  It's funny, isn't it, that they,

ugh,         some of the older people could see and know.  And sure eno
         things came like that.  This is the only knowledge I know.  Bu



         afterwards, Alexander Mackenzie came.   
          
         Imbert:   Just overland instead of...? 
          
         Margaret: Overland, yes. 
          
         Imbert:   What was the name they call the white man? 
          
         Margaret: Cumshewa? 

 mean? 

rgaret: White man. 

bert:   Oh. 

a. 

bert:   They had, I notice different native peoples have 
 of them call them driftwood.  (laughs)  

ople that just drifted in, you know.  And some people called 
 with beards, you know.  They had different 

rgaret: Well, every tribe seems to have that word, Cumshewa.  

or stories about Mackenzie?  
n you remember if anybody had anything to say about him? 

  

bert:   Nothing that you remember that they said about it? 

 I read the book of 

naudible)?   

ridge, yes. 

He came on the lower side on that, on a 
 Sort of middle of that mountain, you see that 

 
ent up like that 
to take a boat to 

 So the big 

          
         Imbert:   What would that
          
         Ma
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: White person.  Cumshew
          
         Im
         different names.  Some
         Pe
         them the people
         names as they saw them come in. 
          
         Ma
         Bella Bellas, even Port Simpsons, even the Haidas, they have 
         that word for a white person, Cumshewa, whether man or woman.  
         Cumshewa.  
          
         Imbert:   Were there any legends 
         Ca
          
         Margaret: What do you really mean by that? 
          

mean was there any rememberance of him?          Imbert:   I 
          
         Margaret: Well, they remember quite a bit, the old people did. 
          
         Im
          

rgaret: Well, all I know is...  Mind you,         Ma
         Mackenzie too.  A whole book of it. 
          
         Imbert:   He came down the Dean Channel, did he not?  Or was it 
         (i
          

rgaret: By Fish Lake here.  Over at Burns Bridge.  I guess          Ma
         you know where Burns Bridge is now, are you? 
          

bert:   The Burnt Bridge?  Burnt B         Im
          
         Margaret: Yes.  

untain down.          mo
         mountain that is like that.  And in sort of the middle there's
         a trail there.  And he went down and then he w

 that Burnt Bridge now.  And then they had          to
         take him across to where the Indian village was. 



         chief took him in and make him sit down, and of course there 
 

 
 

 

bert:   It was a great big cloak, I suppose. 

hat.  You seen that picture that old lady 
owed you last night?  One of those men had that blanket on.  

?) 
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         was a person that went ahead and told the chief that there was
         a white chief coming.  So he was prepared for this.  So they 
         gave him a rope made out of duck's head, if you know what that 
          
          
         is.  You know, a mallard duck's head.  It's kind of greenish, 
         velvety.  How they sewed it together, I don't know.  And it was
         that kind of a rope that they gave him.  And some said it was a 
         marten rope of marten skins.  So I don't know which of the two
         is the truth.   
          
         Im
          
         Margaret: Yes.  It's a cloak, a blanket like, you know.  Which 
         the Indian people treasured long ago.  They even made blankets 
         out of the foot of rabbits.  They intertwined it and made 
         blankets out of t
         sh
         I should have told you that last night. 
          
         Imbert:   This story was interesting that we were talking about 
         last night.  Is there anything that you can tell about that?  I 
         was hearing a little bit about it today from Teddy Levelle(
         and he remembers the, Jacobson or... 
          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
          
         (END OF TAPE)     
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