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REGINA: A strong liberal arts college should be developed at the University 

of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus, before undertaking the responsibilities of introducing 

professional :olleges, Principal W.A. Riddell said today. 

In an address to students and  of the University following his 

installation as first principal of Regina Campus, Dr. Riddell commented, "I hope that 

sufficient time will be allowed to the faculty of this campus to establish and strengthen 

a true liberal arts college before any of the professional colleges are begun in Regina." 

It is my hope, also, Dr. Riddell saidl that as far as possible the work in the professional 

colleges will rise out of the strengths of the liberal arts college, which will not be 

narrow in objectives but will provide breadth of choice as well as depth of experience 

in each discipline. 

Dr. Riddell said that the significance of an arts college is often overlooked 

by people who are keenly aware of the technical colleges and professional schools. "In 

many cases, and this is true at the University of Saskatchewan, the arts oollege is the 

core of the whole university. Here the subject disciplines are taught, the research in 

them is carried on and the new ideas and concepts are born here to be applied in the 

professional fields." 

He went on to say that every effort of mind and imagination should be exerted 

in order to provide programs at Regina that will complement those on the Saskatoon campus 

and vice versa. This will make for a richer intellectual life in the province and a 

wider choice for the students in their field of interest, Dr. Riddell said. 
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He expressed the belief that a number of unique resources are available in 

Regina that offer opportunities for a different sort of growth than occurred at the 

parent university. 

"The fact that this campus exists in the capitol city of the province where are 

located the various departments, boards and crown corporations leads to the conclusion 

that a special interest should occur in the social sciences. The presence of a document 

centre such as is being proposed in association with the library of the university here 

will make a great wealth of material available for research, probably bringing research 

students from other institutions..." 

He also mentioned the Conservatory of Music and the Norman Mackenzie Art 

Gallery, which "not only enrich the lives of the students in a liberal arts course, but 

provide the basic facilities for developing strong programs in art and music for those 

receiving a degree as well as those who wish to perform." 

Dr. Riddell said that in every section of the faculty at Regina a sense of 

excitement is evident and there is a vitality of thinking that must be utilized to the 

fullest extent. People visiting from other institutions comment on this and it provides 

one of the most valuable resources that we have at hand, he said. 

Dr. Riddell also dealt with highlights of the past year, inclncling the start of 

the project on the new Regina Campus, and the formal establishment of the College of 

Arts and Science, which is responsible for all instruction. A great deal more autonomy 

will be secured when the University Council for this campus comes into being on July 1, 

1964, he said. 

He noted that enrolment at Regina Campus is expected to reach 1200 by 1964-65, 

but he went on to add, "It has been impossible to determine the effect of having new 

buildings and a complete B.A. course on the enrolment from communiti s outside Regina. 

Our estimates may be quite wrong for this group and the actual enrolment at the time of our 

move to the new campus may be appreciably above the estimate." 
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