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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
         - General reminiscences of their life at the Mission Indian 
         Residential School. 
 
         Margaret:   Well, when did you go to the Mission School?  
         When did you go the Mission School?  Do you remember what year 
         you went?  
          
         David:      Yes, I remember, 1902.  
          
         Margaret:   1902!  A long time ago.  
          
         David:      Yeah, when I was seven.  It's about pretty near 
         coming forty-seven.  I went in in June, stayed in there for a 
         month and the boys came out for vacation.  Well, I didn't know.  
         I just told my daddy I wouldn't mind going to school quick so 
         he brought me over in June.  So I went in there, I didn't even 
         know what 'yes' was.  Because my mother and daddy never went to 
         school and they would never even say a word.  I go around and 
         some quiet boys and halfbreed boys come in.  Hear them talking 
         but I don't know what they are saying.  (laughs)  Oh, it was 
         bad.  
          
         Margaret:   And you had to learn to speak, you had to learn to 
         speak English?  



          
         David:      Well, it's in the Mission I...  They start learning 
         what you call, when you start to learn ABC.  I couldn't tell 
         what it was before starting to learn ABC, what was a capital 
         letter and what was the small letter.  They show me once how to 
         pick our letters, it goes from up and down the way they are 
         written.  Yeah, that's the way I get mixed up.  Big letters on 
         one and then smaller letters on one side.  They tell me, they 
         mention which when they point one, I don't know.  Only the 
         bigger ones I know.  (laughs)  Hard times to start when you 
         don't even know to say 'yes'.  (laughs)  
          
          
         Margaret:   Did you soon learn how to say 'no'?  
          
         David:      No, I didn't even know 'no'.  Oh yes.  (laughs)  
          
         Margaret:   How long did it take you to learn?  
          
         David:      Well, I don't know.  I never think that I'll ever 
         tell stories of my first school.  (laughs)  Didn't know, I just 
         sat down sometimes at the desk and we'll be two boys or one 
         desk.  We shared that long side one and look at this.  Seem to 
         be moving the slips, looking at the book.  Well, he must have 
         been studying his lessons and I'll be just sitting there, 
         sitting for a while.  Didn't know anything.   
          
         Margaret:   Who was your teacher?  Who was your teacher?  
          
         David:      I forgot already.   
          
         Margaret:   Did Sister Patricia...? 
          
         David:      It wasn't Sister Seraphim.  I think it, her name 
         was Mary, first name was Mary.  Sister had, well Sister 
         Seraphim come next teacher.  But was Sister Mary I don't 
         know...  
          
         Celestine:  Not Sister Mary (name)?  
          
         David:      No.  That one that's way after.  
          
         Celestine:  Oh yes, that's way after, but I didn't know some, 
         which Sisters were there before.   
          
         Margaret:   Did you go to school the same time as David?  
          
          
         Celestine:  Eh?  
          
         Margaret:   Did you go to school at the same time as David?  
          
         Celestine:  He went in school first before.  I don't know how 
         many years he was in school before I got in.  
          
         David:      I think she went in about 1905 maybe, or...  
          



         Celestine:  Must be 1905 because I was six, and I know nothing.  
         I couldn't even speak.  Wouldn't even let me in the school room 
         or anywhere.  I used to stay mostly in the kitchen, help the 
         cook.  Because I was too small, I guess, to start school.  
          
         David:      Yeah, she was born in 1899.  
          
         Celestine:  See I was...  
          
         David:      So she was pretty young at 1902.   
          
         Margaret:   Yeah.  Did you want to go to the school?  Do you 
         remember?  
          
         Celestine:  I was too small, I didn't really know.  
          
         David:      I guess she was just the same as me.  Her mother 
         never speak English, her father.  So she wouldn't know even an 
         English word maybe.  
          
         Celestine:  No, I know nothing.  I don't even remember, but I 
         know I was, they never take me in school.  I was to stay in 
         like...  Most of the time we had to, me and three young little 
         girls of my size, we used to stay in the kitchen.  When it's 
          
         time to... girls to play outside, we are sent outside.  The 
         whole school would come in (laughs) the kitchen.  
          
         Margaret:   Do you remember how you felt when you first went to 
         school?  Were you scared?  
          
         Celestine:  I don't even know.  Don't even know when my folks 
         must leave me.  (laughs)  Nothing.   
          
         David:      That premier, you know, that premier book or 
         whatever you call that first little book they always give out, 
         after you learn the ABC.  Well, you got to know all your ABCs 
         and your numbers then they give you a book.  
          
         Celestine:  We used to have charts.  
          
         David:      Yeah, they have charts and...  
          
         Celestine:  Big charts.  
          
         David:      And blackboard, write.   
          
         Celestine:  That's what we have to learn right through.  I 
         don't know how many charts, maybe twelve.  
          
         David:      Yeah, they got big...  
          
         Celestine:  We have to learn all that.  
          
         David:      Yeah, they got big charts written in big letters.  
         Got about ten charts like that all around the school room. 
          



          
         Celestine:  We have to really know to read all what's on that 
         before they'll give us a book.  
          
         Margaret:   Oh, I see.  
          
         Celestine:  Then they gave us the first primer.  
          
         David:      Yeah, I guess it's the same with the girls.  
          
         Celestine:  Yeah, it was.  
          
         David:      Boys was, they seen that big chart.  Written on 
         there and they got pictures of what's written about them.  If 
         it's a rabbit, or a chicken, or a squirrel, or something like 
         that.  (laughs)  
          
         Margaret:   Did the, were there other people from your village 
         in the school with you?  Did you know people in the school when 
         you went?  Did you know anyone?  Did anyone...  
          
         David:      Yes, I had some kind of a relative on the boys.  My 
         brother, my older brother was in school yet.  That's the one 
         that really looked after me.   
          
         Margaret:   Oh, so he...  
          
         David:      Even he puts my shoes on sometimes.  My shoes 
         because too small and I couldn't put it on, I'll be crying, 
         crying like that, can't put on my shoe.  (laughs)  That's going 
         to the mass on Sunday, we just wear them shoes once a week, 
         just on Sundays when we got Sunday shoes.  But we have shoes 
         for going out working, sawing the wood by hand.  (laughs)  
          
          
         Margaret:   Oh, you were sawing wood?  
          
         David:      Yes, I saw wood by hand.  Four little boys on one 

am.  (laughs)   

lestine:  (Inaudible) I see them sawing.  

vid:      Lot of fighting going on on that saw.  Who's 

d to 

lestine:  The furnaces.  

ce yet.  

lestine:  Convent.  

rgaret:   Well, how was the heat?  

         saw.  (laughs) Long saw then.  
          

rgaret:   Oh yeah.  Little te         Ma
          
         Ce
          
         Da
         pulling the most and who's not pulling at all, and who's 
         pressing the saw too hard.  (Inaudible).  (laughs)  We use
         saw all the wood for the convent, kitchen, Father's house, and 
         the boys.  
          
         Ce
          

vid:      Wasn't no furna         Da
          
         Ce
          
         Ma



          
         David:      We was just cutting them box, box heaters, big box 
         heater.  That's all they were using.  It was years after before 
         they got a furnace going.  
          
         Celestine:  Those stoves could hardly heat up them big houses.  

vid:      Yeah.  Yeah, using just box stoves.  We got no box 

lestine:  It's what we had in our sewing room, one big heater 

vid:      Yeah, we got heater in our school room, heater in 

 

rgaret:   Oh, I see.  Upstairs, was that where you slept?  

vid:      Eh? 

vid:      Yeah, we got a dormitory.  Same with the girls.  

lestine:  Yes, there was three stories in our convent.   

  

rgaret:   Oh, I see.   

lestine:  Yes, and (inaudible) papers they sent us all the 

rgaret:   How long ago?  

w, on them ranchers and everything 
 

vid:      There is the boys' house and this was the Father's.  

vid:      And the brothers.  But usually the boys they used 

rgaret:   And up here.  

vid:      And that one that's where they keep their Sunday 

         (laughs)  
          
         Da
         stoves around now.  
          
          
         Ce
         and it heat up.  
          
         Da
         the playroom, that's all.  And upstairs there would be drums, 
         what they call, drums where the heat kind of spreads into 
         pretty high drum and little pipes all around going from one
         drum to the other.  
          
         Ma
          
         Da
          
         Margaret:   Did you sleep upstairs then?  
          
         Da
          
         Ce
          

vid:      We had (inaudible) of our school.  (Inaudible).         Da
          
         Ma
          
         Ce
         long ago.   
          
         Ma
          

lestine:  People, you kno         Ce
         of long ago.  I stayed in (inaudible).  I'm keeping all of them
         kinds of papers, just like to read.  You know, about long ago 
         what was telling me.  (laughs)   
          
          
         Da
         That's where the priest stayed.  
          

rgaret:   Lived here, yeah.           Ma
          
         Da
         the lower floor, dormitory here, and...  
          
         Ma
          
         Da



         clothes, way up here.  
          
         Margaret:   Oh I see, yeah.  

lestine:  Keep our shoes.   

vid:      About forty feet longer than this convent.  

vid:      This part is in kind of a, they got a bigger tower, 

t, 

rgaret:   Where was the chapel?  

vid:      Chapel is down in here.  That's why it's connected 

rgaret:   The convent burned as well?  

vid:      Yeah, yeah.  Oil stove exploded in here.  Must have 

rgaret:   Do you remember who the priests were at the Mission 

vid:      Yeah, it was Father Boening.  If you got that 
ing 

lestine:  Yeah, I'll look.  It might be in the attic. 

vid:      Must be in the attic.  That was our Superior, that 

t him, about Father 

  Well, he was my Superior till I came out of school, 

ut 

rgaret:   And he was still there?  

lestine:  Yes.   

          
         Celestine:  Must be just like the convent.  We have our purses 
         upstairs.  
          
         David:      Like the convent but longer than this.  
          
         Ce
          
         Da
          
         Margaret:   Oh, a lot bigger, over this way.  
          
         Da
         I think, than they did.  Tower where they keep the bell in 
         there and ringing time for making work, or going to breakfas
         going to dinner, supper.  They have a bell up in there, not 
         very big. 
          
         Ma
          
         Da
         here with a little corridor of some kind.  That's why when this 
         burned this had to, too close together, they burned down.   
          
         Ma
          
         Da
         had the oil stove too hot.  It's right in here.   
          
         Ma
         when you first went?  Who was the priest at the Mission?  
          
         Da
         picture, boys' and girls' picture, that's where Father Boen
         picture.   
          
         Ce
          
         Da
         picture in there, boys' and girls' picture.  It was somewhere 
         in 1905, I think, they had picture, 1905 or '06, I couldn't 
         remember.  I was pictured in there.  
          

rgaret:   What do you remember abou         Ma
         Boening?  
          

vid:             Da
         nine years, and he was in there already.  And he was there 
         about two, three years after I came out of school.  I came o
         in 1911.  
          
         Ma
          
         Ce



          
         David:      See, here's Father Boening.   
          

lestine:  He must be at the Mission for          Ce quite a while.  

vid:      Yeah, he was in already when I went in.  And he was 

lestine:  Yeah, I think he was in, I don't know how long, 

rgaret:   Well, which one of these is you?  

rgaret:   On the end, eh?  Oh, just a little guy.  

vid:      Yeah, when I was just small.  

vid:      1905 when I was ten.  I might have been ten or 

rgaret:   And who was this here?  

vid:      I don't know that.  I just know this one, that's 

ut 

vid:      19--... 

rgaret:   And Sister adopted her?  

vid:      Yeah, the Sister adopted her and she's named by her 

lestine:  I think her name is Ellen Euphrasia, because it's 

vid:      But they just call her Euphrasia. 

 call her Ellen.  

vid:      Yeah.  

rgaret:   And she stayed with the Sisters all the time then?  
        

t even recognize them people there, 

          
         Da
         in there after I came out for a while.  
          
         Ce
         till they started changing the principal at the Mission.   
          
         Ma
          
         David:      This one.  
          
         Ma
          
         Da
          
         Margaret:   Were you about eight, you would be eight or nine?  
          
         Da
         eleven then.   
          
         Ma
          
         Da
         Father...  Sister Euphrasia, see that little girl, that 

 abo         Euphrasia, what she adopted.  This is just kind of a baby
         three years, about the same age as her, I guess.  
          

lestine:  Yeah, she's the same age...          Ce
          
          
         Da
          
         Ma
          
         Da
         name.  She's still living yet. 
          
         Ce
         (inaudible).  
          
         Da
          

lestine:  Yeah, it sort of (inaudible), they         Ce
          
         Da
          
         Ma
  
         Celestine:  Yes that's her godmother.  
          
         Margaret:   Godmother.  
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.  I don'



         them girls.   

 this was before you were at the school?  

 she speaks (inaudible) yet.  

vid:      I don't think you're pictured in there.  

t the 
oes that we... 

ne had the same clothes?  

othes whenever it's Sunday.  
's just you wear that on Sundays. 

uring the week, what would 
u wear?  

ble) and overalls, wore out 

boys, eh.  (laughs)  

s.  

ou?  

 were you not there?  

ter.  

 some sort of Creek.  And 
rah, (inaudible) Elisa and (inaudible) Lake.  And this woman 

e boys?  

r.  (Inaudible).   

the boys at 
hool, eh?  

          
         Margaret:   But
          
         Celestine:  Way before.   
          
         David:      I don't know if
          
         Celestine:  No.  I don't think, I don't...  
          
          
         Da
          
         Celestine:  No.  Too long, be long time because look a
         sh
          
         Margaret:   Everyo
          
         Celestine:  Yeah, I don't know...  
          
         David:      You just get the same cl
         It
          
         Celestine:  It's Sundays we wore.   
          
         Margaret:   What about your clothes d
         yo
          

We had to wear...           Celestine:  
          
         David:      We just have (inaudi

eralls.  (laughs)           ov
          
         Margaret:   Well, for 
          
         Celestine:  Yeah, this one is my school mate
          
         Margaret:   Oh.  Now then which one of these is y
          
         Celestine:  No, I'm not in that.  
          
         Margaret:   You're not in it?  Why,
          
         Celestine:  This one is, that's Alice (inaudible), her sis
          
         Margaret:   Is that right, eh?  
          
         Celestine:  And these (inaudible)
         Sa
         was from here.   
          
         Margaret:   And th
          
         Celestine:  That's my brothe
          
         Margaret:   But you weren't allowed to mix with 
         sc



          
         Celestine:  No.  

's a convent...  

s first communion.   

 
iest?  

  I think it was the priest there.  

her Boening the only priest there at the 
ssion?  

 Yes, (inaudible).  Father Thomas (inaudible).  

 

long way.  

Crosses them deep creeks there 
ing up to his knees.  (laughs)  

es of him, but we must have 
se them.  

 had lots of pictures, you know, that...  

cture 
d they took it and never return it.  

y 
e, this one, that Father brought.  

e he must have get it.  

  

lestine:  My picture on my first communion, the one he took, 
 never, we never received it.  

          
         David:      No, it
          
         Celestine:  That's my brother and hi
          
         Margaret:   Who gave him his first communion?  Who was the
         pr
          
         Celestine:
          
         Margaret:   This one, Father Boening?  
          
         Celestine:  Yeah. 
          
         Margaret:   Was Fat
         Mi
          
         Celestine: 
          
         David:      Father Thomas was the missionary going around to
         Alkali, and Sugarcane, Sutter Creek, Quesnel.  Summertime he 
         goes up to (name).  
          
         Margaret:   That's a 
          
         David:      Yeah, on horseback.  

y up above, water would be com         wa
          
         Margaret:   He was a tough man.  
          
         David:      We used to have pictur
         lo
          
         Celestine:  I
          
         David:      Yeah, but he keep asking us about our old pi
         an
          

e.  Yeah, it's the onl         Celestine:  That time it was at Fish Lak
         on
          
         David:      Yeah.  
          
         Celestine:  Somewher
          
         David:      He took our pictures and...  
          
         Celestine:  He took a lot of our pictures.
          
         David:      He took that picture and...  
          
          
         Ce
         he
          



         David:      Yeah, don't know if it's in here that...  Yes, my 

t the ranch.  The 
rst owner that was Bill, Bill Bowie. 

right.  

wie.  (laughs)   

rk on the ranch?  

e work on the ranch?  

   

n't know when it 
st have been taken, but we had that picture.   

ne I know...  

ie was around here 

is son?  

e, that was his son.  

 don't know what they call 

s area around here?  Does she 

w where she, what relative she come 
l this.  I know this old one there 

         old picture.  That must be 1800, 1900s.  I mean in 1800.   
          
         Margaret:   Well, who are these people?  
          
         David:      That's us stooking down here a
         fi
          
         Margaret:   Bill Bowie.  Oh yes, that's 
          
         Celestine:  The only one I know here is Johnny Bo
          
         David:      That's my daddy here.  
          
         Margaret:   That's your father?  
          
         David:      Yeah.   
          
         Margaret:   Did he wo
          
         David:      Eh? 
          
         Margaret:   Did h
          
         David:      Yeah, he works on the ranch.
          
         Margaret:   Oh, he's a fine looking man.  
          
         David:      Yeah, that must be 1800s.  I do
         mu
          
         Margaret:   Which one of these is Mr. Bowie?  
          
         Celestine:  Johnny Bowie.  
          
         Margaret:   This one here?  
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.  The only o
          
         David:      That's Johnny Bowie.  Albert Bow

sterday.           ye
          
         Margaret:   H
          
         David:      Albert Bowi
          
         Margaret:   Is this his wife here?  
          
         David:      Yeah, that's his wife.  I

r already.  I know her name.            he
          
         Margaret:   Does she come from thi

me from this area?           co
          
         David:      I don't kno

om.  I don't know al         fr
         Napoleon Montaga. 



          
         Margaret:   Napoleo
  

n?  
        

vid:      Napoleon, that's Italian.   

l worked at the ranch, 
?  

rgaret:   And this?  

.  Must have been a cook, I don't know.  
  

vid:      Yes.   

rgaret:   And your father came from Alkali?  

 I guess.   

rgaret:   Did your mother come from Alkali as well?  

vid:      Yes, she was born, she's got lots of relatives 
nd my 
ust the 

?  

 mother's mother.  Picture of long 
o.  

ine:  Yeah.  

rgaret:   I bet 1860s, 1870 something, eh?  

lestine:  Yeah, that's long ago.  

er here?  

lestine:  Yeah, that's my mother's mother.  

rgaret:   And what about this little girl here?  

this I know my 

)  
e.  I got to look for it, I could't 

         Da
          
          
         Margaret:   And all these people, they al
         eh
          
         David:      Yeah, they all work on the ranch.   
          
         Ma
          
         David:      That's cook
         There's halfbreeds here.
          
         Margaret:   These here?  
          
         Da
          
         Ma
          
         David:      Yes.  He's been born right in here,
          
         Ma
          
         Da
         that...  They were four sisters and just one brother.  A

ddy had, there were four brothers and one sister -- j         da
         opposite.  (laughs)  
          
         Margaret:   How did they work that one out?  (laughs)  That's 
         an old picture too, eh
          
         Celestine:  Yeah, that's my granny there.  This one is my 
         granny and her sister.  My
         ag
          
         Margaret:   Yeah, long time ago.  
          

lest         Ce
          
         Ma
          
         Ce
          

rgaret:   Is this little girl here your moth         Ma
          
         Ce
          
         Ma
          

lestine:  I don't know this one.  It's only          Ce
         granny and her sister.   
          
         David:      I don't know what I done with my glasses.  (laughs
         I might have them out ther



         see them pictures.   

rgaret:   What was it like at the school in the wintertime?  

lestine:  Oh, wintertime there used to be hard on the kids, 

 

ed to get, you know, way up at the third floor where they 

w.  

we 

 

ing, all homemade, our underclothes, 
handmade.  

 

r girls have to sew it.  Make clothes.   

lestine:  No, we, in the morning when, you know, when we just 
for mass, and then 

 have breakfast.  And the kids have to stay in the kitchen to 

en it's time for our sewing.  Go in our sewing room, do the 

lestine:  (inaudible) the same.   

          
         Margaret:   What was it like at the school in the wintertime?  
          
         Celestine:  Eh? 
          
         Ma
          
         Ce
         you know, long ago and we never see rubbers.  Teacher goes 
         shoes or moccasins in the Mission.  And we had colder days and
         still we have to run out and play.  Long ago that nothing, you 
         know, never see no rubbers in stores or any...  
          
         Margaret:   Did you have to make all your clothes yourself?  
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.  She get some material, you know, them all 
         rolled, not cut on, and big bundle.  Like in the Mission they 
         us
         keep everything, the materials and the shoes and everything 
         then.  All kinds of material, you know, the overall stuff and 
         we have, boys has overalls, homemade.  They couldn't get no 
         pants like now what they have in stores, they have to be all 
         made, homemade clothes, their shirts.  I guess only their 
         stockings they have to buy.  And same with the girls, you kno
         When we go back after our holidays we, they make, we have to 
         use clothes from the Mission.  What we are wearing our own 
         have to put it away for us.  Those that have no, need a dress 

e          or something, they have material there.  They cut it up and th
         bigger girls have to sew it.  They had two sewing machines, you
         know, our sewing room.  
          
         Margaret:   And did the Sisters teach you...? 
          

lestine:  Made everyth         Ce
         our cloth dresses, that they could, that's all 
          
         Margaret:   So the girls had to make the clothes for everybody
         in the Mission?  
          
         Celestine:  Yes, them bigger girls.  You know, Sister cuts out 
         dresses, them olde
          
         Margaret:   Did you have sewing every day?  
          
         Ce
         get up we have to wash and then go to chapel 
         we
          
         do the cleaning up and go up the convent cleaning up.  When 
         they are all finished and then we wait for little while and 
         th
         mending.   
          
         David:      I had it one of my coat pockets.  (laughs)   
          
         Ce



          
         Margaret:   Did you want to see thos
          

ND OF SIDE A) 

e with your glasses on? 

IDE B) 

   Now you were telling me about the sewing.  You said 
done all the cleaning up you used to go upstairs to 

 the sewing.  Did you do the same thing every day?  

 and 

ave to learn your English 
ssons?  

 learning 

 We have to.  You know, on Mondays we have to do our 
shing, clothes.  And Tuesdays, you know, when all the clothes 
e dried then we have to fix everything and take out what has 

lestine:  Yes, the Sisters shows us what we have to do.  Some 
k on 

llowcases, like make bonnets, everything.  Everything they 

e 
, eh?  

o do a good mending when we put the patch 
f we don't do good work we have to rip it.  

 boys' 
hool?  

   Yeah.  

         (E
          
         (S
          
         Margaret:
         after you 
         do
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.  That's what we do every day.  Do our own 
         work, go in our sewing room, you know, mend for so long
         then we have to get out and go to school, go in the school 
         room till pretty near twelve.  
          
         Margaret:   How long did you have, how long did you have 
         lessons for?  How long did you h
         le
          
         Celestine:  I don't really know how long we had to.  
          
         Margaret:   Did you have to spend some time every day
         English?  
          
          
         Celestine: 
         wa
         ar
         to be mended.  Then we start mending clothes, we mend clothes 
         all week.  We finish Friday, mend everything, then Saturday we 
         do some fancy work, you know, like crochet and making all kinds 
         of fancy work.  
          
         Margaret:   Did the Sisters teach you to do that?  
          
         Ce
         have crochet, some have, you know, do some fancy wor
         pi
         teach us.  
          
         Margaret:   So, they made the holes in the clothes and you hav
         to mend them
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.  The boys, their overalls, we have to mend 
         them.  And we have t

 the overalls.  I         on
         (laughs)  Yeah.  Teach us to do our work proper.   
          
         Margaret:   Yeah.  What did you have to do?  What did they 
         teach you?  What did they teach you how to do at the
         sc
          
         David:      Well, you mean on working or what?  
          

rgaret:         Ma
          



         David:      Well, after school we just do our work, sawing 
was small yet.  Be four boys on one saw, 

.  
aughs)   Be four saws a going, I think, sometimes five -- 
ese long saws.  Wood is all by log, you know, in a big wood 

ee 

 

 do that, the farm work, putting in oats and wheat, 
as, potatoes.  

e 
at's doing mostly farm work.  Do the haying.  

fixing boys' shoes and the girls' shoes.  
d to put new soles on and whenever it's ripped around the top 

vid:      Eh?  

u get good at it?  Were you good at it?  Were 
 well?  

rgaret:   No the shoes, the cobbling.   

rgaret:   Nobody showed you?  

vid:      I just had to do it all on my own, I just look how 

         wood, that's when I 
          
          
         bigger boys there will be just two, one on each end of the saw
         (l
         th
         yard there.  Chinaman hauls in the winter, hauls the log in the 
         winter, one whole tree.  And the boys got to roll that old tr
         when they finish saw up one log.  (laughs)  Do man's work.  
         (laughs)  
          
         Margaret:   Yeah, I suppose so, yeah.  Did they teach you any
         farming?  
          
         David:      No, no farming.  Well...  No, we don't do that.  
         The Chinese
         pe
          
         Celestine:  There used to be lots of Chinese in the Mission 
         before.  
          
         David:      Oh, there were eight or nine or ten Chinese in th
         Mission th
          
         Margaret:   So, did they teach you carpentry?  Did you learn 
         how to make things?  
          
         David:      Well, the first thing I learn, I done on that was 
         doing carpentry work, 
         Ha
         I had to sew that.  I was doing that for about pretty near two 
         years.   
          
         Margaret:   Did you get good at it?  
          
         Da
          
          
         Margaret:   Did yo

u able to do it         yo
          
         David:      Well it was, it was way after when they put me on 
         carpenter work.   
          
         Margaret:   Who taught you to do the shoes?  Who taught you to 

showed you how to do it?           do the shoes?  Who 
          
         David:      The carpenter work?  
          
         Ma
          

vid:      Nobody.           Da
          
         Ma
          
         Da



         the shoe is and how much to cut on the shoe.  Got a lot of 

vid:      Yeah, I didn't every...  Well, they just put out the 
  

vid:      Yeah, to make it soft.  All kinds of nails.  You 
hoes in them days.   

vid:      Boys' shoes were all made heavy.  Good shoes, you 
shoes now for the boys.  

 Girls' shoes, number thirteen, had a copper tip on 
, on the end. 

on.  They used to give it, keep it, I don't 
ow how many years.  I guess nobody couldn't fit on nobody, so 

pairing floors, putting in new floor, you know, children go 
out 
t 

d a big playroom playing checkers 
d anything like that.  (laughs)  

         shoe...  
          
         Celestine:  It's longer, it's shaped like a shoe.  (laughs) 
          
         Da
         shoes and just tell me to mend it, put on new sole, or heels.
         I had to have it, them shoes you got to have it dipped in water 
         for a couple days.  
          
         Margaret:   Why?  
          
         Da
         have real leather s
          
          
         Margaret:   Yeah.  
          
         Da
         never see that kind 
          
         Celestine:  Take off the shoes there be some copper in them.  
         (laughs)  
          
         David:      Yeah, that's the kind of shoes I wore when I went 
         in school. 
         it
          
         Celestine:  I had to wear, like that size ten was the smallest 
         shoe at the Missi
         kn
         small, size ten.   
          
         Margaret:   So, well, when you started to do your carpentry who 

          taught you to work? 
          
         David:      Mr. Swaine.  Mr. Swaine was our teacher on the 

 time we used to be up around convent          carpenter work.  First
         re
         over and over every day, don't take very much years to wear 
         a floor.  And that's what we were repairing, big convent.  Go
         to repair there in their playroom, in their big hall between 
         the playroom and the school rooms.  Same as the boys too, got 
         to repair in the playroom.  That's where all of the most 
         playing, you know, in the evening, in wintertime.  Don't play 
         outside in the winter.  
          
         Margaret:   No, too cold.   
          
          
         David:      Too cold, they ha
         an
          
         Margaret:   So did the girls have a playroom as well?  Did you 
         have a playroom?  
          
         Celestine:  Eh?  



          
         Margaret:   Did y
          

lestine:  Yeah.

ou have a playroom as well?  

  Wintertime they used to give us teams, 
, checkers and 

minos.  (laughs)  

lestine:  No, sometimes they are not around.   

rgaret:   And when the Sisters weren't there did you used to 

lking, they'd give us a 

lestine:  And now them kids, they're trying to make them kids 
Yeah, teachers of my girls are 

to 

r 

king care of her in August, it was in June and in August her 

 
r died.  

daddy got killed, 

lestine:  Yeah.  

 get a lot of people sick up at the Mission 

         Ce
         because sit down there and busy with everything
         do
          
         Margaret:   Did the Sisters stay with you all the time?  
          
         Ce
          
         Ma
         talk each other in Shuswap?  
          
         Celestine:  They don't even let us, allow us to talk Shuswap.  
         If we'd say, they'd hear us ta
         punishment for it.   
          
         Margaret:   No Shuswap?  
          
         Ce
         learn Shuswap.  (laughs)  
         teaching Shuswap.  One stay in (name) Lake she's a teacher in 
         (name) Lake, Shuswap.  I have Bridgette in Williams Lake she 
         teaches even in the school, Shuswap.  Goes (inaudible), 
         wherever they used to teach she goes.  And I got one here, 
          
         Celina, over there she's teaching right now in...  I say 
         myself I'm just glad all my girls know Shuswap.  (laughs)  
          
         David:      Celina is the one that, we raised her up after he
         mother died.  
          
         Celestine:  She's our granddaughter, our oldest.  At ten months 

her mother was pretty sick.  I had to, we start          old, you know, 
         ta
         mother died and we kept her.  And just about a year again her 
         daddy died, got killed.  And now she says, "I know you are my 
         granny," she tells me, but she says, "you raised me.  That's 
         why I call you mommy."  (laughs)   
          
         David:      Just the same with me, she calls me daddy.  Yeah. 
         Raised her right from when her mothe
          
         Margaret:   And you taught her how to speak Shuswap?  
          

lestine:  Her mother died of T.B., but her          Ce
         got shot by accident.   
          
         Margaret:   There was a lot of people got T.B.?  
          
         Ce
          
         Margaret:   Did you
         School?  
          
         Celestine:  Eh? 



          
         Margaret:   Were
         School?  

 there a lot of people sick up at the Mission 

rgaret:   With the T.B.?  Did they have a doctor up at the 

one.  You know, when there's no hospital they had in 
lliams Lake, but there was one doctor. 

       the 1900s.  

d 

0.  In about end of May where he 
chandise, grocery.  And then the 

.  

he 
Mackenzie where the store burned down.  

l stove exploded -- that's how it burned, got too hot.   

ove in our church I was so afraid of it, got an explosion.  
when 
rned, 

vid:      I don't know why they had the oil stove.  Well, it 

 
e very first one was burned, that's overheating the heater.  

          
         Celestine:  Yeah.   
          
         Ma
         school?  
          
         Celestine:  No.  We had hardly a doctor long ago.  There was 
         just only 
         Wi
          
         David:      He used to be just at the 150, it was only town, 
         white town around close, that's all.  
          
         Celestine:  At Williams Lake there was nothing at the time.  
         (laughs)  
          
         David:      Williams Lake was just one house.  (laughs)  In 
  
          
         Celestine:  Yes, there was no doctors long ago.  Women aroun
         here, you know, when...  
          
         David:      Williams Lake started about in 1919.  Fraser 
         Mackenzie in putting up a store already.  He's building it up 
         and he had it going in 192

art filling up with mer         st
         Chinese build up one restaurant -- that's the Lakeview now
          
         Margaret:   Oh, I see.  
          
         David:      They build that kind of a store now after they 

rned down the first one.  Fraser Mackenzie burned down at t         bu
         same time, it was Fraser 
         Oi
          
         Margaret:   Yeah, they were dangerous, those stoves, eh?  
          

r          David:      Yeah.  I'm scared of oil stoves.  When we had ou
         st
         Nothing to stop the fire when fire starts all over inside, 

l explodes.  (laughs)  That's the way them two houses bu         oi
         it was with oil stoves.  So they had furnaces already.  They 
         had two furnaces down in the basement.  
          
         Margaret:   Then why, well, why did they have the oil stove 
         then?  
          
         Da
         was in the dormitory or somewhere.   
          
         Margaret:   Yeah.  That's pretty bad.  
          

chool house that burned.          David:      Yeah.  It was the second s
         Th



          
         Margaret:   When was that?  
          
         David:      I don't know what year it was, somewhere in 1908 or 
         '09, somewhere 1907 or '08 w
         The girls and the boys were s

hen the first school house burned.  
chooled in the same building; it 

s quite a size of a building.  I think it had some kind, an 

rgaret:   Oh good.  So what did you do while you were waiting 
building?  Where did you have school?  

vid:      Well, I didn't know, I wasn't there.  I was out 

 time 
en that school, when the boys' school burned down.  

ed for 
at night after the school burned down.  That's all I heard 

)  

t 
t and save his money what he had.  (laughs)   

k.   

e safe.  There was a safe there in the Father's house.  He 
 guess, with his money.  (laughs)  

 
body with his money.  (laughs)  

vid:      He never even take out that safe, he let it burn.  

rgaret:   Lot of money.  A lot of money.  

         wa
         attic, just a lower floor where they had the school.  Then they 
         made this new school there, it was completed in 1895.   
          
         Margaret:   And that one burned down.  Was anyone hurt?  
          
          
         David:      No.  
          
         Ma
         for a new school 
          
         Da
         there long, long before that.  I don't know what year that 
         school burned down.  I don't know how they get along that
         wh
          
         Celestine:  I don't know about...  
          
         David:      How the boys, wherever they might have lodg
         th
         was the school burned down.  (laughs
          
         Celestine:  Well, what I heard, I heard Father Thomas was 
         trying to get in when it starting to burn, you know, the 

 get in and try to ge         priests' house.  Father Thomas trying to
         ou
          
         David:      Must keep his own money, you know, in his trun
          
         Margaret:   Oh yes.  
          
         David:      About $1,500. he say he had.  So they kept it in 
         th
         wouldn't trust them, I
          
         Margaret:   And he lost it all?  
          
         Celestine:  But he was getting, oh, I guess he can't trust
         no
          
         Da
         There must be about two, three million in there. 
          
         Ma
          

g was just          David:      Oh, one boy must have seen, whole thin
         full.   
          

rgaret:   Is that right?           Ma
          



         David:      Yes, he seen it.  Packed full of money.  Twenty 
 bills and then they say they are 

 

y say they were working for nothing.  

e boy told me that.  (inaudible), you know.  
naudible).  Safe was just plumb full.  Stacked right full.  

urn yet.  Well, it's fireproof  
yway, can't burn the money. 

rgaret:   No, no.  

 Thomas he...  

 his money, eh?  

 he lost all his money.  

s he 
ll a lot of cattle and I don't know what he do with, they 

ometimes two.   

t have lots of cattle.  They always got, they 
hay to cut.   

rgaret:   But I, the boys didn't work on the ranch at all?  

 

         dollar bills, hundred dollar
         broke.  (laughs)   
          
         Celestine:  When they say they are working there for nothing. 
          
         David:      Yes, the
          
         Celestine:  They say they worked there for nothing.   
          
         David:      No...  
          
         Celestine:  (Inaudible) money come from.  (laughs)   
          
         David:      Yeah, on
         (i
         Then they say they are broke.  
          
         Margaret:   No money.  (laughs)   
          
         David:      They let the thing b
         an
          
         Ma
          
         David:      (inaudible).   
          
         Margaret:   But Father
          
         David:      Eh? 
          
         Margaret:   Father Thomas, he lost all
          
         Celestine:  Yeah,
          
         David:      Yeah, that's all the money what he... I gues
         se
         kill a beef pretty near every week.  One, s
          
         Margaret:   Did the Mission have a lot of cattle?  
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.  
          
         Margaret:   A big ranch?   
          
         Celestine:  They mus

ways had lots of          al
          
         Ma
          
         David:      All they do...  
          
         Celestine:  Well, they hire workmen.  I don't think the boys 
         works...  
          
          
         David:      Stack up the hay in little piles.  Well, they have



         to make them big stacks of hay, you know.  They were using, 
st hauling that hay just by one horse.  Put a rope around it 
d then just pull the whole thing, one horse.  And that horse 

  

homas come to the 
ssion to talk to the children?  

ome to the Mission and talk 
  

lestine:  Oh, when he talks, he talks to them kids when we 

use he's always travelling around, going 
om place to place.  Used to stay here for a week.  

d he come?  

t know how...  

 come here for in the year, 
ther Thomas?  

r Thomas.  

s about three times a year here.  He comes 
out in beginning October and he comes here at Christmas time, 

nd then he comes at Easter time.  
ree times. 

eah, stays a week.  He goes right over at Anahim, 

 goes around here in the summer.  
naudible) he goes in the 

         ju
         an
         goes right up onto the stacks.  There was nothing to leave the 
         top.  (laughs)  
          
         Margaret:   It was all done by hand, eh?  
          
         David:      Yeah.
          
         Margaret:   Pretty hard work.  Did Father T
         Mi
          
         Celestine:  Eh? 
          
         Margaret:   Father Thomas, did he c
         to the children?
          
         Ce
         see him in the kitchen.  The only place where we see him, 
         Father Thomas, beca
         fr
          
         Margaret:   Here at Alkali?  
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.   
          
         Margaret:   Well, how often di
          
         Celestine:  Eh?  
          
         Margaret:   How often did he come here?  
          
         Celestine:  I don'
          
         Margaret:   Few times a year?  
          
         Celestine:  How many times does he
         Fa
          

vid:      Who?           Da
          
         Celestine:  Fathe
          
         David:      He come
         ab
         sometimes after New Year's, a
         Th
          
         Celestine:  Yeah, he has so many places to go, I guess, he 
         stays for a week wherever...  
          

vid:      Y         Da
         Alexis Creek, way up at Nazco, goes Anahim Lake, goes down 
         (name) Creek.  Also the year he

mean mostly in the winter (i         I 
         summertime.  Go around Nazco.  In the winter he goes around 



         here.  Indians used to pull for him on the team to the Mission.  

sometimes 
en he got his (inaudible) to go to (name) Creek, or (name) 

ere to (name) 
eek.  (Name) Creek.   

talked Shuswap and he talked Chilcotin. 
an Shuswap.  

lestine:  Chilcotin was easier to learn.  

. Lee, old woman 
 she really talks Chilcotin.  When we were over there we go 

ear a lot of women talking in that 

rgaret:   Oh, I see.  

e).  

 it over there on that other plug. 

he window?  

re's one there.  Sure 
       it makes...  

ell, shall we move it?  

rgaret:   Okay.   

ND OF TAPE)                                                    
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         That's where he stays when he's not going anywhere.  
          
         Margaret:   And they would bring him back here?  
          
         David:      Yes, and he stays here a week.  Goes back 
         wh
         Creek.  He's the one come here and take him from h
         Cr
          
         Margaret:   Did he used to speak in Shuswap?  Did Father Thomas 
         speak the Shuswap?  
          
         Celestine:  He used to talk Shuswap.  
          
         David:      Yeah, he 
         (laughs)  He knows Chilcotin better th
          
         Ce
          
         David:      Yeah.  
          
         Celestine:  Because I know over at Lee's, Mrs
         --
         into the store you h
         Chilcotin.  You look, Mrs. Lee is always there talking.  
          
         David:      This machine is making too much noise.  That's why 
         I can't hear good.  
          
         Ma
          
         David:      (Inaudibl
          
         Celestine:  We should put
          
         Margaret:   Over there by t
          
         David:      Yeah.  
          
         Celestine:  There's a plug in there, the
  
          
         Margaret:   Yeah.  W
          
         Celestine:  Yeah.  
          
         Ma
          
          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
         (E
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