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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - General reminiscences of his life. 
         - Talks about a smallpox epidemic before he was born.          
         Imbert:   ...where it was that you were born and spent your 
         early days?  
          
         Solomon:  I was born in Vancouver.  For the main street there 
         down the (name) Avenue.  There was a big mill down there and my 
         father was working there.  I guess that was in 1887.  My people 
         are from here, from the west coast of the island.  And my 
         father happened to go down there -- they used to go down there 
         and work.  I forget, I think he said $30 a month, yeah, $30 a 
         month on those boats.  They were steam boats that they worked 
         on and finally he got a job at the mill and he was there for 
         quite a while and that's where I was born.  
          
         Imbert:   Is that the Hasting's Mill?  
          
         Solomon:  In Vancouver, on (name) Avenue there just...  
          



         Imbert:   That's right.  
          
         Solomon:  That was...  
          
         Imbert:   Randall(?).  
          
         Solomon:  Yeah.  I forgot what they... Hasting's Mill.  I saw 
         it when I was going to school, I saw it.  It was still in full 
         swing when I saw it when I went to school up in Chilliwack 
         there.  And I was there again in... I was there again in 1937 
         at the same spot.  I wanted to go down there and see the place 
         that I was born.  And it was nothing but the boilers there 
         then.  It was all dismantled and everything was gone from 
         there, around there.  And a man come up to me and ask me what 
         the hell I was doing there.  So I said, "Now mister, you go 
         easy."  I was yelling at him, I wasn't scared of him neither.  
          
         So I said to him, "You go easy.  Can't a man go around the 
         place where he was born?"  "You got no business here," he says.  
         "Well, let me tell you that too.  You got no business here 
         outside of working here.  I was born here and I want to see the 
         place where I was born."  And he cursed and he tell me to get 
         out, he was going to get the policeman.  So I said, "What wrong 
         am I doing around here that you want to chase me off?"  "Well, 
         I'm here to see that nobody gets around here."  "Well, I tell 
         you mister, I'm going to be until I'm damn good and ready to 
         go, because this is the place I was born and I wanted to see it 
         for a long time and that's where I'm going to be here."   
          
         So I walked around and looking.  And he was right behind me 
         and...  In those fire boxes there was mattress there, you know, 
         old mattress, and to get his goat I ask him if that's the place 
         he sleeps.  And he said to me, he says, "No," he says, "some of 
         those bums stay down there."  "Well, why don't you chase them 
         fellows away from here that sleeps in that place there?  I 
         don't sleep here."  So I said, "The hell the with you.  I'm 
         going now.  I see all I wanted to see."   
          
         So I walked away and I walked down the railroad track to the, 
         towards the sugar refinery and that volunteer peer there.  So 
         when I got there I, the company that we was getting the boat 
         from, I went in there and I told that guy about it.  And he 
         started to laugh.  He says, "Well," he says, "I guess he was 
         told to do that and you can't blame him.  But after you 
         explained it to him, if he said any more you should have 
         (laughs) you should have shut his mouth up and punch him in the 
         jaw," he says to me.  Well there I get in trouble.  (laughs)  
         Well that's as far as I go in the time I got, while I was done 
         there to look at my birthplace.   
          
          
         And from there on we come up and... but let that go.  I guess 
         my parents came up and this Maude Island Village is my uncle's 
         village.  When a man is chief in the village like that, you 
         see, that village practically belongs to him.  What you people 
         call a mayor in a city, but he's not voted in.  To be a chief 
         in the village is just like a king is born to a throne.  They 



         hand that down from generation to generation -- on your 
         mother's side, not on your father's side.  In first place, my 
         people come from the west coast of the island here, from Kaisun 
         and around Chaatl in Buck Channel.  People used to do a little 
         hunting, getting all this nice fur seals and sea otter.  Well, 
         they used to go down to Victoria to sell that.   
          
         So while they were there the smallpox broke out.  That is 
         before my time.  And the people started, got scared of that 
         thing, people were dying so fast there that they left, got onto 
         their big canoes and they started to take all their belongings, 
         you see.  And there was a fellow there, he used to buy fur and 
         things like that.  And these blankets were in bundles, you see, 
         in big bundles, and people used to keep it in his place until 
         they were ready to come home.  Some people say he was a Jew.  
         Well, when that smallpox broke out somebody bought some 
         molasses from him, you see.  Well, how he got it I don't know 
         and the only thing that I heard -- whether it's true or not 
         true -- but this, I heard this from an old man.  He had, fellow 
         bought some molasses from there and they find a man's small 
         finger with this smallpox spots on it.  Well, he figure if this 
         fellow die, the Indians that keep all that blankets and stuff 
         like that in his place there, when they die off he get it for 
         nothing.  That was his idea they used to say.  So it didn't 
         turn out that way.  This guy was talking about it, you know, 
         and it didn't turn out that way.  He got the smallpox and he 
         died too.  Well anyway, when they come up here they took all 
          
         their things along with them.  And when they got up along the 
         coast here, some of the canoes, crew all died off, you see, and 
         there they are.  They left everything.  The others were loaded 
         with goods and things like that, but when they die off they 
         left them then.   
          
         The mainland people hadn't to go along, you see.  They didn't 
         have the smallpox at that time, you see.  All the way from 
         Seymour Narrows up this way, some of the natives along there 
         find this canoe with all this belongings and everything, they 
         naturally took it.  Well, they got smallpox too from it.  On 
         the way up there's just very few reached the islands.  And so 
         that's how the smallpox was spreading right along the whole 
         coast, wiped out thousands of Indian people.  I heard this 
         story from Henry Young's father.  He said he was just a little 
         boy then, you see.  Well anyway, the people got here and they 
         got over it.  All this thing is long time before my time.   
          
         But anyway my people came back here and father and mother moved 
         back here and live at Maude Island.  And in the early, in the 
         spring, they go to west coast to dry halibut.  And they get sea 
         food and things like that easier, because they know the place 
         on the west coast, you see.  Well, I was a little boy running 
         around barefooted and I never know what it is to wear shoes.  I 
         didn't like them either when I first wear them.  And around 
         Kaisun there when I was a little boy -- I don't know how old I 
         was -- well then, father was down there, my grandfather and...  
         Easier to get food, the halibut was plentiful.  And then some 
         other came back here and of course there was houses, those old 



         Indian houses.  My mother's father had a big one at Kaisun and 
         then he had another one at (name).  Well, he lived in that and 
         then my father's father had a big one there in Maude Island.  
         Live in that.  Of course...  
          
         Imbert:   What was the village of Maude Island called?  What 

lomon:  (Indian).  That village, according to the old people, 

 

bert:   That's interesting.  How, how...? 

out 

, 

bert:   If there's a little earthquake the axle will...  

 And 

bert:   Must have been...  

lomon:  Well, that's just a sort of a fairy tale, you know. 

bert:   They must have had some kind of a wheel.  

lomon:  That is, when you ask me about Chaina, you see, 
.  

 

 

lomon:  Chaina means, you know, "Chai" is sunshine.  And it's 

         was the name of the village at Maude Island?  
          
         So
         they say it's the village of history.  It's, in fact when the 
         earth, when there's an earthquake they say, "Oh, oh, oh.  The 
         duck grease is going to spill.  Oh, oh, oh.  The mallard grease
         is going to spill," you see.  
          
         Im
          
         Solomon:  Now, it's a funny thing.  The people knew the world 
         was round, run on an axle.  And when the... when all this 
         supreme power... that's the whole island started to talk ab
         what this world was going to be, you know, they arranged to 
         have...  When it run on an axle all this people that had this
         fellows that got that power, they want to get in there where 
         the axle is, see who could stay in there the longest, you see.  
         And they couldn't do it.  So this party here they had, this one 
         that stayed down there he had this mallard oil, you see, grease 
         from the mallard.  He put that down there and it didn't bother 
         him.  That's why the old people used to say, "Oh, oh," if 
         there's a little earthquake, you know.   
          
         Im
          

lomon:  They figure that the axle will get dry, you see.          So
         the friction was so hot that no other oil or any other oil 
         could stand it, just the mallard oil.  
          
         Im
          
          
         So
         That's what they used to tell the kids before they go to bed, 
         you know, kind of a bedtime story.  
          
         Im
          
         So
         that's the Chaina story.  That's where the people had the..
         Like this conference that the white people have about different
         countries go together and talk about this Geneva Council or 
         something like that, you see.  That's what they talk, how 

w         they're going to get along together and all that, that's ho
         the story goes.  Of course I don't know anything about that.  
          

bert:   What does Chaina mean?           Im
          
         So
         the house of sunshine, you see.  "Chai" is sunshine.  And 'na' 
         is house.  Chainas you see.  'Na' is house.  



          
         Imbert:   Would that be a particular chief's house that was 
         called that?  
          
         Solomon:  No.  No, we call those buildings nowadays a house.  
         We better call them big buildings and skyscrapers house.  It's 
         all one word.  Now our language we use one word for, oh, 
         different things but it's the way you use it, you see.  Like 
         clams (Indian), you see (Indian) is clams, road, ladder, door, 

bert:   It's the words that go with it? 

lomon:  There's a word, there's a different word goes with 
f 

lk 

e that 

 

sun mean?  

lomon:  Now you got me right there.  Kaisun, you see, there's 

l 

 

bert:   The name for Sandspit, would that mean something flat 

lomon:  No, Sandspit is (Indian).  You know I always trying 

ndian).  Tide coming in is (Indian), you see.  And therefore 

e 

f 
 

         you see.  That's what we call (Indian), but when we talk about 
         going into a house, you see (Indian), you see.  (Indian) see.  
         If you're going to go up on the ladder you say (Indian).  And 
         then when you talk about clams (Indian), you see, that you go 
         out and dig clams.   
          
         Im
          
         So
         it, you see, and to make that things understand.  Well, lots o
         words are like that.  One word, nowadays we don't speak the 
         real Haida.  I heard white people say, you know, when they ta
         about somebody talking or giving a speech like that and 
         somebody say, "Oh, that guy there is talking waterfront 
         language." (laughs)  Waterfront English, they'll say, lik
         one.  Well people are today, it's just the same with our 
         people.  In the early days that the words that they used for 
         speeches, one word covers a big territory, you see.  And today
         we just use just a few words.  In fact there isn't very many 
         people that knows Haida now.  Young kids, you know, they 
         nothing but English.   
          

bert:   What does Kai         Im
          
         So
         names that the people got for different points like (Indian), 
         they say Sandspit, (Indian), you see.  Like this island right 
         here, (Indian).  Like the next one there, (Indian).  Well, 

al         (Indian) was the... anything that's got a flat bottom they c
         it (Indian), you see.  So I guess that thing was, that island 
         out there that kind of flattened bottom, they call it (Indian).
          
         Im
         too?  
          
         So
         to figure out what it is, but near as I can figure the thing 
         out is (Indian).  (Indian) that's 'tide going out', you see, 
          
         (I
         I guess that (Indian), you see, that long bar there, I guess 
         they...  And near as I can find, I can come to, is that bar 
         there dries out, you see.  So (Indian)...  And this place her
         is this Skidegate Village here, you see, (Indian).  A gill, 
         when you talk about a gill, you see, there's a pool in the 
         river, you see.  And (Indian) is rocks, you see.  The name o
         this place here is (Indian), never move, you see, boulder never
         moves.  I guess that's why they called it.  That's as near as I 



         can figure it out, you know.  I don't know what other people 
         think.   
          

bert:           Im  They've been lost, I suppose, the meanings.  They had 

lomon:  You see before the white people came here they got 

In 

e time they had a Royal Commission came around here and they 

y 

 to 

."  Trying to put the fear into the people here, you know, 

 

xactly 

 as a whole, the 

.  Now I can't tell you exactly what 

 

bert:   What does that mean?  

lomon:  Haidara, the human being that live on the islands 

         several meanings.  
          
         So
         name for every little bay.  Haida people got a name for every 
         little bay, every little point.  So when they talk to somebody 
         about where they were they can explain it to them by the name 
         of place.  Where I was, say I was at such a place, I was in 
         such a little bay.  So they got names for every little bay.  
         fact old man Russ, Amos Russ, the fellow that the church used 
         for educating the Haidas (laughs), civilizing the Haidas.   
          
         On
         had a meeting in the church over here -- they had a little 
         church down there.  And they wanted lots of information, the
         want a lot of cheap information from the people, what they 
         think of this and that.  And all these old lawyers, you know, 
         these hard-boiled lawyers that was here, and they went...  
         They even tell the people, they says, "We can get you people
         tell us things that you don't even want.  We can make you tell 
          
         us
         they taking...  So he got up and he says to them -- fellow by 
         the name of Henry Green was interpreter then.  He says, "Now 
         you tell those fellows in our language," you know, he says, 
         "you tell them fellows exactly what I say."  So he said, "The
         place here, up at the north end of this island here is 
         (Indian), and you people call it North Island.  That's e
         what I do if I go to work and take somebody else's things that 
         didn't belong to me.  You white people came along here and took 
         our land and give it a different name.  Which you people didn't 
         pay for."  One old lawyer sitting there, you could see his eyes 
         sparkling, it make him so mad.  (laughs)   
          

bert:   What was the name for the islands         Im
         Queen Charlotte Islands?  
          

lomon:  Now we call it..         So
         it is but what I used to gather was, you see, 'Chaida', that's 
         today you say Haida.  Chaidara that means a human being, you 
         see, a human being -- Chaidara.  So when people come around 
         here, and white people couldn't pronounce it right, they said
         Haidas, you see.  Haidara; therefore, they call the whole 
         island (Indian), you see.   
          
         Im
          
         So
         here, island, you see.   
          
         Imbert:   In other words it is the island of the Haidas?  
          

lomon:  Yeah.           So
          



          
         Imbert:   The islands of the human beings.  
          

lomon:  Yeah.  Well otherwise that's in ou         So r language, in our 

t, 

t.  If 

at's a thing that the white people call potlatch.  Potlatch 

d 

bert:   Yeah, I believe that originated with the Nootka 

lomon:  Well...   

IDE B) 

bert:   ...understand, was that so?  Was that the sort of 

lomon:  Well, they practise this thing way back in the early 

 

way from home to go to school.  There was a teacher they 

he 

er 

         explanation.  But in the white language you could say it this 
         way:  it's the islands of the human being that live on there, 
         Haidas.  Now as far as that goes that's all right.  As far as 
         that goes, I don't think I hurt anybody's feelings by telling 
         you this because I don't want anybody to say that I stretch 
         things and try to make people believe that I know all about i
         which I don't know all about it.  Each different villages has 
         their own story, their own different family crests and 
         everything, you see.  And nobody else to touch that cres
         you are Eagle, a Raven can't wear Eagle, and Eagle can't wear 
         Raven.  Well, if you belong to the Finback tribe nobody else 
         can wear it outside.  If somebody tries it there's lots of 
         goods change hands.   
          
         Th
         means to give somebody.  And then missionaries come around and 
         this potlatch was no good and all that, but when they come 
         right down to the real thing, when they ask for donations an
         everything like that they say, "Give until it hurts."  And yet 
         it's the same thing, potlatch, and give is just the same.  
         Potlatch -- that's a Chinook word, potlatch.  
          
         Im
         people.  
          
         So
          

ND OF SIDE A)          (E
          
          
         (S
          
         Im
         feeling, this was the centre of the...? 
          
         So
         days -- this was the world, you see.  They didn't know anything 
         about...  That was way back in history not...  Of course, there 
         was the time comes when they found out there was mainland and 

          all that, you see.  Well anyway, the people here in the -- this
         is during my time.  As I told you before I used to be around 
         the west coast there and Kaisun and (name) and I practically 
         grow up there up till I was about thirteen years old, I guess,
         yeah.  
          

ran a         I 
         call (name).  And my cousin was wandering around -- his mother 
         was chasing him and I wanted him to go to school with the 

          teacher that was on this (name).  So I said to him, I says,
         "Well, Tim, if you'll go I'll go too."  Just like that, you 
         know, just for fun, you know.  I didn't...  So by golly when 
         went I couldn't back out.  My people were on the west coast 
         there in the fall of the year and I stayed home with my broth



         here to...  They had a band here at that time, you see.  And 
         all the old fellows wanted to play in the band, you see.  And 
         then this fellow that I was just telling you about, Henry 

ee,         Green, he said he'd go too, so the three of us left.  You s  

r 

bert:   Yes, because you couldn't learn so very much just two 

lomon:  No.  Well, those days I don't know whether the 

 
 

ns 

bert:   Could you go home all the time that you were there?  

lomon:  No, no, no, I didn't.  I was right there from the 

bert:   For five years?  

lomon:  Yeah, about four or five years, yeah.  

lomon:  Never went home.  

bert:   You must have missed home.  

lomon:  Well, I guess I had to pick up English.  I guess,  

 as 

         that was in 1899.  Of course, this friend of mine, Albert Jones 
         -- we've been chums ever since little boys -- him and Peter 
         Kelly -- which was Dr. Kelly afterwards, he becomes a ministe
         -- and they were down there before us.  We go to school two and 
         half hours or three hours, I think it was.  Here about two and 
         a half hours, I guess, we go to school and we work the rest of 
         the day.  And they have a study hour in the evenings, you know, 
         just before you go to bed, from eight to nine o'clock, and you 
         had to go to bed at nine o'clock.  Well, I didn't stay there 
         long enough to learn anything, see.  I come home 1904.  
          
         Im
         and half hours a day.  
          
         So
         teachers had a certificate like is today, you see.  This school 
         is run by church, and I think the government paid $15 a month 
         -- the Dominion government, I guess, was paying the church $15 
         a month for each child at that time.  Well, we had to work like 
         men in the...  During the summer months, the school holidays, 
         we have to work in the field, out in the hay field, the potato 
         field and we do all the threshing and things like that, you 
         see.  And the girls was there -- my wife was there -- after I
         left.  And they'd take them all their time to keep up the young
         fellows' clothes, you know, sewing machine, sewing room all the 
         time.  And the boys do the cooking.  Because there was more 
         boys, you see.  Of course the girls used to get cooking lesso
         once a week and the boys do all the cooking.  And...  
          
         Im
         Did you go back home? 
          
         So
         time I got there till I got home, you know.  
          
         Im
          
         So
          

bert:   Never went home all that time?           Im
          
         So
          
          
         Im
          
         So
         like the rest of them, if I didn't go to school, but I never 
         regret it.  I never regret it that I went to school.  I learn 
         how to speak English and I can read all right but I can't 
         write.  I'm very very poor in writing, you know, but as far
         figuring goes I can do a little figuring.  
          



         Imbert:   Did you have to, were you, were you punished if you 

 to speak our own language in 

lomon:  No, I don't care what they say.  It was like this, 

lomon:  Yeah.  It was practically just like that, you know.  

n 

bert:   They must have been very unhappy.  

lomon:  My goodness, it was...  Everything is you got to pray 

bert:   I've heard this story from several people who had to 

 

lomon:  Oh, some boys run away from school, you know.  Fellow 

bert:   Did you mind all this religious teaching and all 

lomon:  Oh, in the morning, you get up in the morning down 

 

nd 

         spoke your own language there?  
          

lomon:  Oh, we weren't allowed         So
         that school, you know.  No, no, you couldn't speak your own 
         language.  
          
         Imbert:   Were you punished if you...? 
          
         So
         like this young fellows, the bad kids that they send to, what 
         do you call...  
          
         Imbert:   The reformatory or...  
          
         So
         We got a small yard to play in -- you can't go outside of that 
         yard.  It was a real penitentiary.  We were all right, we had a 
         big place -- the boys had a big place to play in.  We had a 
         football field and we can go down to the river that runs right 
         alongside of the school, you see.  But the girls, they had 
         eight foot board fence around them and it wasn't even half a
         acre.   
          
         Im
          
         So
         and all this kind of stuff, you know.  
          
         Im
         go to the residential schools and how much they were, you know, 
         that they weren't allowed to speak their own language.  And 
         didn't you find all this very unpleasant?  Didn't it make you
         want to go back home?  
          
         So
         by the name of George London(?), him and his brother run away 
         from, they couldn't stand it.  And then there was another boy 
         from Kitimat but he came back.  And then, oh, there's two or 
         three boys run away from school.   
          
         Im
         these...? 
          
         So
         there to wash up, you combed your hair.  Of course us boys we 
         look after the cows, you see.  We get up early in the morning. 
         I used to get up four o'clock in the morning to go for cows in 
         the summer, you see.  And then we milk the cows and come home 
         by the time breakfast is on, seven o'clock, which is great big 
         pile of mush, you know, on every end of the table.  And that 
         stuff was served.  And then on top of that they had...  The 
         principal comes in and he sits down and they had a prayer.  A
         if you don't repeat that prayer right he used to make you do it 
         all over again and say it over again, and over again.  And I 
         know for a fact he asked one of the teachers that was, that 
          



         just came there, you know, to pray and she wouldn't pray.  She 

et 

se I 

o 

t 

idn't 

 

 there's any work way out from the... We used to get dollar a 

rk 

o 

bert:   You must been glad to get home after all that?  

 
f 

 

a 

 

away.  

         didn't stay very long, they let her out.  That's how strict 
         they were with religion.   
          
         And I was a black sheep in the school too.  One time there was 
         a fellow by the name of Coleman -- evangelist came there, you 
         see.  And all the, he asked all the ones that believe in God 
         and do the right thing to get up, stand up, you know, give 
         their heart to God.  And everybody got up but me, I didn't g
         up.  So that, when that was over and Mr. Hall was this 
         principal's name and he says to me, "You come down to the 
         office with me."  I know I was going to get a licking becau
         used to see him, I see him one time got off his buggy just 
         because the two boys had their arms over each other whistling.  
         I see him get off and laid the horse whip right across those 
         two boy's backs, because he didn't want anybody to whistle.  S
         I know I was going to get a licking.  Oh, you got there, and 
         he's sitting in his office and, "You sit down there."  So I si
         down.  "Why is that?" he says to me.  He says, "All the boys in 
         the school there wants to be good but you.  You wouldn't get up 
         when Mr. Coleman asked the boys to get up."  I know I was going 
         to get a licking all right, but I said to him, "Mr. Hall, you 
         asked me why I didn't get up I'm going to tell you.  Couple, 
         two weeks ago you preach from that same pulpit.  God sees the 
         inside and people sees the outside.  You can't hide anything 
         from God.  Those boys that got up, out there on the playground 
         now they're swearing at each other and some of them even 
         fighting now.  You tell us that you can't fool God, so I d
         want to fool anybody."  He look at me for a while and he says, 
         "You get up and you go out and play."  And from there on he 
         used to trust me, (laughs) he used to trust me quite a bit.  
          
          
         If
         day from the farm pitching hay.  The farmers would want it 
         and...  And I had a bicycle and he used to send me out to wo
         in place like that afterward.  Oh, it was strict, really 

e          strict.  We wasn't, boys had quite a bit of freedom but th
         girls didn't.  When they go for walk two teachers, they had t
         march.  And the two teachers got to go with them.  
          
         Im
          

lomon:  Oh yeah.  Well anyway, when I got home there was         So
         nothing but fishing here, you see.  The fellow by the name o
         Captain Bradford was fishing for halibut here then.  He used to
         salt it, he salt the halibut, you know.  They fillet it and 
         salt it.  And usually gets halibut right out here.  You bait 
         hook, put a good weight on it and you put it out on the beach 
         here, tide come in and the tide is out you can go out there and
         get that halibut.  Well, they used to get lots of halibut and 
         you get two bits apiece for them.  And then Mr. Wallace, Peter 
         Wallace, that Klaxon there, he had a boat they called Klaxon 
         and he thought to get halibut here too, you know.  This 
         (inaudible) where anything under fifteen pound you throw 
         Anything under... well, that's up to fifteen pound and they get 
         this nice (inaudible), you know, and big sockeye.  You get a 



         big sockeye you might get thirty-five cents for it, but this 
         (inaudible) is twenty-five cents.  Well, finally the halibut 
         business went into big swing, swing when the, when Prince 

t,         Rupert was in existence, you see.  Forget when Prince Ruper  I 

bert:   Around 1911-12.  

lomon:  In Prince Rupert, I was in Prince Rupert one time on 

ts 

, 

ll, that was around 1912 Doughty's outfit came in.  Doughty's 

 

 

bert:   Was that the first cannery in the island or was there 

lomon:  No, I don't think there was a cannery up at Masset.  

bert:   At that time had they given up living in the villages 

lomon:  No, no, no, no, no, no.  The village, the people from 

         was there in...  
          
         Im
          
          
         So
         that boat there called old Klaxon.  I went ashore there 1909, I 
         think it was, and the fellow walk around the dock there ask me 
         where I was from.  I says, "I'm from the boat here."  "Well, 
         they didn't allow anybody up here.  You go back on your boat."  
         You see at that time they were selling lots there, you see.  I 
         guess they figure somebody snoop around there they pick out a 
         good spot.  I didn't have ten cents in my pocket to buy a lot.  
         (laughs)   
          
         Well, Peter Wallace he used to, he had a cannery and the people 
         from here used to gill net for him, you know.  And then in the 
         spring of the year they fish halibut.  And men make forty and 
         fifty dollars a season in Skeena as well, away.  We used to 
         have round bottom boats, you know, sail boats -- no power boa
         at all.  Well, you load your boat with grub to come home.  You 
         got enough grub with that forty dollars for the whole winter.  
         Of course grub was cheap.  And then at that time our people 
         never depend on the white people's food.  We had our own food
         you know, dried halibut and dried salmon, different ways of 
         curing berries.  And if they want fresh fish, say in the 
         winter, they just go out there and get it.   
          
         We
         outfit came in here Alliford Bay.  They put in a great big 
         saltery, cannery and a reduction plant.  And that reduction 
         plant building is still there.  All that stuff, the steel and
         everything, come from Germany.  All the machinery for the 

          reduction plant came from Germany.  And the big boilers are
         still down there at (name).  And two great big boilers come 
         on Princess Ena.  Those big boilers come from Scotland.  Of 
         course those days dollar, you get thirty cents an hour.  That
         was big money those days, you see.  Three dollars a day, ten 
         hours, clearing the land over there and then we fished.   
          
         Im
         one in Masset before that?   
          
         So
         I think that Alliford Bay Cannery was the first cannery that 
         was on the islands.  That's 1912.  
          
         Im
         on the west coast?  
          
         So
         the west coast moved to Maude Island, you see.  You see, they 
         moved in there.  People got so few they couldn't live in small 



         bunches on the village, you see, so they all got together and 
         they moved to Maude Island.  But this village was here, you 
         see.  
          
         Imbert:   This was an old village?  
          
         Solomon:  Yeah, this is an old village.  Well, all the other 

lomon:  Well, this is a village from way back, you know.  In 

other, 

ole lot of things, you see.  Of course the people live in 
y, 

e 

  

rs 
 

bert:   When did the village at (name), when did that 

lomon:  Well, I couldn't tell you the exact time, but I was 

lomon:  Yeah.  

bert:   But that was before you went to school?  

lomon:  Oh yes, a long time before I go to school.  

         villages is just new villages.  Those villages handed down for 
         generations and generations, you see.  
          
         Imbert:   But this was the same here, this was...  
          
         So
         our language they say the village of history; and same thing 
         with Maude Island, you see.  Village that has history, 
         (Indian).  But our village it moved from one place to an
         they used to tell me, because they had a hard time finishing a 
         good spot where there isn't much wind.  Well anyway, people all 
         worked at Alliford Bay.  Well, three dollars a day were buy a 
          
         wh
         houses just like it is today, but not as modern as it is toda
         you see.  They had sawed lumber from Port Essington.  A fellow 
         by the name of Cunningham had a sawmill there and he used to 
         buy lumber and they had sailing schooner that used to bring th
         lumber over here.  Well, they had, they designed their own 
         homes, you know, the same as today.  And of course Alliford 
         Bay, when Alliford Bay started there was no work before that.
         The only thing that was on the island here was this next place 
         here, this next Skidegate here, Skidegate Landing here.  A 
         fellow by the name of Robert Tennet had an oilery there, 

e         dogfish oil.  Dogfish livers, you know, he had dogfish liv
         which he used to send all the oil to Victoria to a soap factory
         there.  And of course when I was a young fellow there's a boat 
         come.  He used to charter a boat to bring stuff for his store.  
         He had to have so much freight to bring and so much drums of 
         oil to ship back before he can get a boat and that was only 
         three or four times a year.  Of course then again afterwards 
         they had, they got the post office here.  When they got the 
         post office the boat came once a month.  
          
         Im
         amalgamate?  When did those people come over here?  
          
         So
         just a little boy.  I could just remember when the people...  
         Well, they used to stay in their old houses there for a long 
         time before they actually moved over here, you see.  
          

bert:   They'd live in two places?           Im
          
         So
          
          
         Im
          
         So



          
         Imbert:   They moved before you went to school?  
          

lomon:  Yeah.  Well, in fact I got my grandfath         So er -- that's 
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so 

r his people they call him chief.  In the early days you were 

d then when you're a boy and he's old enough to do chores and 

ain 

bert:   Was there ever any one chief, head chief of all of 

lomon:  No, no, no, no, no, no.  

bert:   Not like in the Hawaiian Islands?  A king of the 

lomon:  No, no, no.  As I said, a chief in the village like 

e 

 to 

         his picture here.  And the people from here wanted... you see 
         it was my uncle that bought that village up there at (name), 
         you see.  He paid a big sum for it and when they moved there 
         they...  He wanted to buy a place there at Queen Charlotte 
         there.  There was a village there what they call (name), you
         see.  Right where... just where that hall there, that Queen 
         Charlotte, in 1908.  They put in a mill there, you see.  
         (inaudible) lumber company build a mill there and I worked
         there.  I swung eight pound broad axe there for two dollars 
         day, twenty cents a hour.  And, well, when that thing was 
         finished there was nothing but Japs working there, you see.
         That was in 1908.  Well anyway, when they all move here, you 
         see...  See, my uncle and the chief that owned this village 
         here, Chief Skidegate, they were related, you see.   
          
         And this, when come to think of it, you know, when you, it no 
         difference from the royalty at all.  All through the mainland 
         and all along here it just...  A man that is born to be a chief
         he's born to be a chief just the same as the King and Queen is 
         born to a throne -- not anybody can be chief.  Nowadays a 
         little kid goes along and so and so is a chief, and so and 
         is chief.  And nowadays there's too many chiefs and not enough 
         Indians, which is true too.  You can't argue that because there 
         was...  Anybody can be a chief now, just as long as he's got a 
         little bit of education, the white man's education, and speaks  
          
         fo
         born to that place as the King and Queen is born to it.   
          
         An
         everything his uncle takes him.  He don't let him grow up with 
         his mother and father because his mother and father is too 
         easy.  He's got to be taught in our own way of how to entert
         people and how to make speeches and all that, you see, in the 
         Indian way.  So he's with his uncle.  Then when his uncle die 
         he inherits everything that his uncle got -- that is his 
         mother's brother, on the mother's side, you see.   
          
         Im
         the islands?  
          
         So
          
         Im
         whole islands? 
          
         So
         this, you see.  Now our chief is Louis Carlson here.  In the 
         early times he practically owns the whole village.  Whatever h
         says goes.  But there is different families here and there, 
         different tribes like, you see.  And there's somebody that's 
         head of those tribes.  The tribes, you see, has different 
         crests too.  Well, when there's anything that they're going



         have, anything that's anything that's going to be done, those 
         heads go together and talk over their business, you see.  Not 
         anybody can talk about the village affairs.  This council that 
         they have, like the city council, that's nothing new to us as 
         far as the olden time goes, you see.   
          
          
         And then religion is another thing that's nothing new to our 
         people.  The people knew there was unseen power, there was a 
         great big power that made this universe, you see.  What we call 

 fact just about two or three years ago, two years ago, I 

ey 
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         (Indian), the power of the universe, you see.   
          
         In
         think, yeah, two years ago, Mr. Richardson up here at Chaatl -- 
         he was the best friend of mine, an Englishman, you know.  He 
         got that place through the Soldiers Settlement Board in the 
         First World War.  And his son is there now and they're the only 
         one that is hanging onto that place, you see.  All the 
         millionaires bought up all the place around there and th
         practically killed that place.  I don't know whether they used, 
         they hang onto it for a speculation or things like that, but 
         they're the only ones that keep that place alive.  Well, he 
         died a couple of years ago, you see, and I was up to his 
         funeral.  And on the way back my daughter got, ordered som
         vegetables from his brother, Ken Richardson.  So she told us 
         stop there and pick it up and we stopped there...   
          
          
         (E
         (END OF TAPE)    
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